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be 1 ranflurar” s | Preface 
ing $0 vur” Minds the true: Sence of 


nd-rho' I think; 1 may ſay _ with- 
WE: =; Suſpicion of Vani go I 
vig-fows(wealpe emglgy'd my 
reggth,. Lucy of 


IZEn 
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Sweet- 


dare, as it were, 
7a of Know- 


rality of Mankind, bby a ferfat Fes 
img ran of ry And if an Jy 
y his natural Capacity, - and; acquir 
Abſlizies',” $=do's - ad nds thas 
f<Pnary Figure in'the intelleftual atſd 
- Rated World, Is 4 an "Honour ns 
© Age 
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Age. in hich he uriſh'd, and; pe 

Hepes equally 'the Wd | EY 
Realtas Way Be aifightd, why he ſou: 
yt or) oe ro SS Fu 
which * moſt fair t0. 15, 
allow'd by all: capable” Jutl Fs 
very e = We, C <0 an | 


For CE n tis that. TTETH 
menſe NO IOks fx a bs 


nd the - anguage 
in ek ts wah s, and like. the; vaſt 
Mines iti Peru and Mexico, ſerve ch ws 
= Fund  Conrenienee, , and (3h of 
who are Foreign to us, 
ol and by Reli >.< ONETOY 
And I #>:4 oa thoug ou ght, and *tis 
the 'Opinion of many Perſons, who are 
tar more capable ot FGink thaa my 
ſelf, that *rwou'd conduce very muc 
to the Honour of" the BRITISH 
"NATION, to have the Fathers of 
the Three Firſt Centuries, thoſe Heroes 
of Antiquity; and Pillars of rhe Chriffian 
| Church, tranſlated "into the Language 
of our Country, "and cloath'd 1n. fo 
Modern 'and ſo Charming a Dreſs, if 
e be dg fible, that many of both Sexes, 
Genius and Education do's not 
lead *em, "ro the Stud ay of Greek 22d 
Lazin, may be *"— to read 'em, 
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if I and: are wb hey 


es "RYlaſs 3 -and hight bonou- 
'mples - 
ie Policy of a Neigh 


: 2 Nation.” .the ' Language :, of 
64 the XI th has already 6 rain'd 
poly: NiVERS FEM Monazcny., 
tb which: he /cems. to eg 4 ſince, 
may iexcellent Ti i Which 
the French tay - boaſt, have;,in- 
vite d/and'a moſt [4 gain 
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b up, Religion a HE, Sleviſh DIE oe af 
of Gove bent, T t "as is go; A, little 
2 17 bby that ho. are: lo, prone 


apy ps Imitation of *em., 
(hai ſo FE "aboynd, Ty npoegſor) 
and T ifl'no Originals, and "give {olitle 
Of agement, to the Traullatiqu of 
rhbſs-. Airtient Authors , whom.,...in 
Spite Bf all” our Jgoorance and Preju- 
dice," We ' mult acknowledge, to. have 
beef 'Femarkable for their Learning , 

| ab{ Fhote Labours, fince they were 
generally approva,, hi jo bly admir'd, 10 
rhe £9. and Pare re dew of the CO 
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and” 'ſnice © rhey "frabg: el $es GE 
the *'Whole Beals WE FP 
think, might very well 4.5 e i; 61 
Confirmation, EH deli htfal-* ter- 
tainment.' And the? we Wl oy 
a ' moſt” profound "Ref ef to, the. FR4t 
and Hebrew Texr of Scripture; 4s, 
ing in aſtri& Serife the encrable* Rot 
of the Word of GOD, and cha on 
in a ſpecial Manner. 'the Ti 

Strength of thoſe, whom God agd; 
have thought fit to eeplof: | 18. (OI | 
plicatioa aad Defence *0 the; Sacred. 
Oracles; yet "tis.40 extraordinary Hap | 
pinels, which we in'theſe'N ation SEO . 
joy, that we have ſack exclihe jag | 
flations of the Bible, and ey*d th E cor-, 
mon 'Pevple (who have Prog lus and. 
:rthoraſ? Souls, as war as 0 he: and 
want more Hel for the reg THY $0 4 


comfortable Di Garg E of their, 
are ſo'far from' Doing comtmanide | 
their Miniſters, to avoid %m,. as | a 
dangerous in' unSkiltfual” Hands, ad an 
imperfe&t Rule,' both of. Faith, And. . 
Manners, that wn are ſtrictly ea 
joynd, and with, al agate le Tar 
derneis earrcatetl, to rea Fr Foley ba 
the preateſt Setiouſneſs, 1ndi (C57, 44 Fo 
Pleature. bas oat 
And" if we have jul "Ciilts, to 6 phy 
turn"God' our-moſt' Himble aa d Nh : 
Thanks, for raiſing up, and w (pn; 
A” 3 ſome 


os, moral and learn- 
Cythors Labours have a ten- 

y," Jead us, into. the-irae and 
th Sej 5 ke holy Seareh and to 
mo ith. proper Weapons, 'to en- 
| => inveterate and moſt formi- 
'Ac go ics of the Chriſtian Reli> - 


nt, muſt. þe yery. defireable, and at- 
de af vi Ra dvantages. 


61x / a rg y ſenſible, that 
ary abound with 

aſs Vi ſueh: as - are 
ye Id a Perſon under- 
He, Cs wou'd'expoſe himſelf, 
h, or Pity of the learned 


World, "and to ;the Coatcs eyn -of 
e injudiciotis, S508: iterate. 
'Bu! "oy if it ſolid Obje&ion 


ainft ' bad Trans (which hich x 
[Beers it 1, lince they may 
ave matly gn Dees, and yet the 
mary -;4NNC be, md, and FC- 


ill 4 ad hep, 
ſure; of Taduſtry: 
ened. : 
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Eſteem, than one, who 
happily., accompliſhes. ſome. accurate 
og E4>z {More .compleat/I'rans, 
Dation,) I ay Iz Tet it be.a ſqyd Argus, 
rent agioſt, bad” Tranfltions, wo'n 
hold againſt ſuch as are-good, and.ſo ap- 
parently and ſo highly uteful,that thou'd: 
anyone cxclaim againſt *emz he would 
bur betray his - Foll , and. rovoke the. 
Laughter, or fileat "hor thoſe, who 
en as remarkable Triflers as. him- 
IE, 

, For if no_Tranſlator muſt appear in 
the World, who. is not ſo induttrious, 
and fo correQ, that, he almoſt ſeems to 
be free, trom: thoſe, Faults, to. which the 


Frailty. of humane Nature renders Man» 


kind unavoidably fybje&t, if the Taſte 
of Readers. is ſo nice, as to diſrelliſh the 
ie moſt exat Tranſlations, that are ex- 
tagt, by Reaſqa of 'many great DefeRs, 
which 1nſenlibly creep, iato the belt hu- 
mane Compolirions, then the ſame Ar- 
gumient wlach is ys'd agaiaſt Tranolla- 
cions,' Will equally overthrow ithe- moſt 
lezrned and uſe tul Originals that ever 
were; and ey?n the ſacred Oracles of the 
ſapream and all-wiſe Being. 

* For tho” T think *tis ridiculoufly ob, 
jeQted againſt us, by rhe Arbeifts, and 
Deiits,that ſome Faults haye been fquad, 
1n the beſt Verſions of the Holy Scrip- 
Fares, fall chae ye acred Original Toxr 
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ance, and Cafeleſnels, an 
zertiaps'Deſign of ſome” Tranſcribers, is 
1able'toforne few Exceptions; yet if we 
muſt Tefe& and deſpiſe al* Tranſlations, 
becauſe ſome are bad; and” the belt im- 
POTN fear, we myſt immediately 
throw up. our Bibles' themſelves, and 
grope fret Truth,” by, no herter Help, 
than' that of the dim Light of Na- 
ture, | | wy 
"'ForAlt the Verſions of the Holy Scrip- 
tures are allow*d to'be' _ Works, of 
Men,whowere not immediarely inſpir'd 
by the'Spirit of G QD,: tho? we have 
Reaſon to believe, ;lie was pleasd to af- 
ford %em more than ord'nary DireRion, 
and Inflience, in an Aﬀair which had 
ſo great'a Tendency, .to the Welfare of 
the Chriſtias Church, and, ev'n to' the 
happy and timely ConviAtion and Con- 
verſion of the molt hardn'd Infidels, in- 
rg whofs Harids the Scriptures. may fall, 
from Time td Time, and in which they 
made their ſerious, earneſt, frequent, anq 
more” ſolemn” Addreſſes, to-: "Almighty 
Gaz, . for .allthat gracious Aſſiſtance, 
hich" hefaw was neceſfary or canye- 
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Alt-the” Yerſions, atid the Septaagint 
i Self, (tor correcting which, aud com- 
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++ 00,0- "the; header. 9: 
paring it with - the, Alexandrias Many- 
{cript, the Worid is beholdea to., the Jz-. 
comparably Learned, Inaefatigable, and Ju: 
dicious Dr.Grabe) all the Verſions, ] lay, 
were the Works: of unin{pir*'d. . Perſons; 
who were. liable to. many. groſs DefeQs,; 

Nay, the Greek and Hebrew Text of, 
Scripture, thoſe ſacred. and refreſhing 
Fountains of living Water, have beew 
ſhamefall pollated, by hamane Additions, 
and curſed Innovations, tho' God, .in, bus. 
wile and holy Providence has preſery\d 
*em, in all the Ages' of the Church, {0 
far «ncorrapted in Spite, of: all the Wit,, 
Malice, and unweary'd Indultry,, of 
Men, and Devils, that they carry. the. 
lively. and BONOUTANNS PLP of a di- 
vine Authority, andare ſtill whac they. 
always were, a perfe&t Rule, both-;af 
Faith and Manners, TOs 

If then, we pay.a more than ord*nary 
Deference, to the ſacred Originals of the 
Holy Seripteres, and if the ſmall Errors, 
in a comparative Sence, which are foupd 
in all the (put Sag op were oy 
cant, ought by no, means to ſhock or 
religious and firm Behef y the. Divine 
Inſpiration. of .thole :facred,.» and, molt 


valuable Records, then I think, *us fuf-. 
ficiently evident, ghar [Traoflationg, 16, | 
general, are of excaiſope and. continual. 

Uſe, pd che Bogan 
the Imperiections, i5y 


$\'of ſome, and; 
vch. unavoidably. 
| attend 
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attend hr all, is ho folid Ar gninent a- 
thoſe whichare good, & even ſuch 
avarc bad, if the Original was an Author 
who Yeſery'd to be tranſlared, and fo 
fet"as the Tranlator diſcovers his Af- 
ton, and does real Service to the 

of Piety, Sefice or Learning, 
>"Atiother Obje&tion that may be 
brovghr againſt” Tranſlations is this, 
that the injudicious, and illiterate ſhou'd 
rot dare to intrude into thoſe venerable 
Miſteries of the Empire of Reaſon, and 
Learning, which ſone—are apt to ima- 
gine, cis be tr Prerogative,to conſult,and 
tounderſtand, and the entire Repurati, 
on'and Advantage of which they think 
i5'x Debt, that ought only to'be pay'd 
to Perſons of their CharaQter ; and : 

Diftinfion. 

But many, who affiirie to themſetves, 
| rare of} Perſoiis, who are profhend: 
| by leathth, ef] aries ſuch who | 

= 'lies chie tditaring fuch Words 

(Bay pt inr Authors,, whoſe 

vio Iivitig*Didtionaries, or rather 
ny the k faithtul but rrifli ing Re- 
fitories of fenfelels Criticiſms, which 
pot Satisfa&jon ſneyer they may 
Lee 10 theſe cager and eter- 

of meer Words and Phraſes, 


_ Teck id . ſay, many ſuch Pery 
ſon#haye a much matter Share, of ec 


Revſon” than hey whom theſe Fan 
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to: the Reader.” xt 
in the Empire of "Learning would ' have 
to lie proſtrate at their-Fegt. - -- 
Beſides 1 can't for my Life conceive, 
-why any Perſons how learned fo ever 
they may eſteem-themſelves to be, how 
knowing ſoever they may be accounted 
by others, who have gon in the fame te- 
dious, if not unprofi rableTrack of Stad Fs 
and what Skill ſoever- they may real y 
have, in reading uncommon and a{- 
moſt obliterated CharaQers, or com- 
paring almoſt an infinite Number of 
Worm-eaten and voluminous Manu- 
ſcripts, E ſay, I can't conceive, why ſuch 
' Perions ſhou'd deſire, and endeavour. 
to engrols all the Learning in the World 
to themſelves, .make it : Ana like the 
Egyptian Hieroglyphicks, to amaze, but 
not inſtru, or reform Mankind, and 
prevent the Generality of Men, from 
mnging Enquiries into Truth, which 
theſe tond Admirers of themſelves 
reprefent, as. a Thing that's vaſtly 
beyond their Reach, and the Honour - 
of Knowing, which ought by no means 
to be proſticuted to ?em, | 
| For my Part, I confeſs, I cow'd never 
juſtifie, nor ealily extenuats the com- 
mon PraQtice of the Popiſh Prie#ts, who 
forbid'the Laity, to read ey*n the Holy 
Scriptures, whuch (1f they are not ren- 
der'd a meer Noſe of Wax, by their Hu- 
mene Traditions, and- wrong Interpret «+ 
of Fo ; 5 tons} 
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F2 
tions) iare.able, under the Influence of 
the Holy Spirit, to:makethe injudicious 
and; thterate; fo:wife as to. ſecure the 
Salvation;-of thein::Souls, ( tho? nor 
fit-to diſpute, or manage an Intriegue, 
with: {ubtil and: defigning Jeſuits Yand 
can warm: their Hearts, with, a- much- 
deeper Impreſſion of the; near Relation 
in, which hey ſtand;both' to GOD, -and 
and to their Neighbour,and of thoſe pru- 
dent; Methods, - which | they. oughr 20 
take, to:periorm their Duty, in the moſt” 
pleatant and. profirable: Manner, than 
tome, of the moſt learned:DoRors of the 
Sorbon.can,modeſtly; pretend to have. 
Andwherher ſuch Perlons of Lntriegue - 
don*t diſcover. as; much: Ignorance, as 
Aat#chriftien Prige ,.\ 40" raking: «theſe 
irregular Meaſures, .to-gain the tlteem, 
and command; .the Puries of the, People, 
to. ſupport-the Intereſt; and raile:: the 
Reputation: of the -Chutch of  Rome;, 


and Learneftly defirez that wy.Tongue 
; | may 


_ - fo the: Reader. © #5 
may. : cleaye-to: the Roof of my! Mouth, 
if I dan't prefer *em before Mulritudes 
of thoſe,” who; : thro? .the Inflifence' of 
Satan, .the car/ed:Poticy of the Charch'of 
Rome, the Diſarder:of their Bodies, their 
wretched Ignorance: of theiha ppy /Set= 
tlement. of theidacred' Canon, of the 
Reputation they texpett to gain, by af- 
feRing.to make-high:Prerences; to #ew 
Light, and immediate: Inſpiration;"yet T 
am far from thinking, that the Chriſtian 
Religion was deſfign'd tofeed the bottnd- 
leſs Ambition, and'in fo extravagant 2 
Manger. to- raiſe (the Reputation,” and 
ſupport; the Exteraa/ Grandegr' of the 
Clergy.” - 2;T 1 TUAD gl its 
- And. if the Scriptures ſhou'd* be. fre- 
quently;and feriqufly- conſider'd* by all, 
to whom its-Preceprs; Promiſes, 4nd 
Threatnings: afe direfted, ifthe deſi2#- 
ing: Prieſts of the Church of Rox#'' are 
guilty of a notorious Crime, ' in 'pre- 
rending.,- that. the "common People | 
ſhoy'd wt. dare, to-intrude 'inco- thoſe 
Sacred Myſtenies; thar' are contain'd 
in *em, if they; ought ro lye"always 
opea forthe Intormation and! Condu&t 
 of-thaſe, -who*+ moſt need their” Aſh 
{tance,, then no .pious; rational, and 
learned-Authors :ſhowd be: deny*d''the 
Laity,- bur,” like >the Public Sctvice, 
which  they- pay: to: Almighty» God), 
ſhou?d be ofer'd to their Confideration, 
TV) 
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mom Language which is mot? fatni- 


I don't affirm, chat they who wu 
hinder Perſons of mean: Gopatiiſes, and 
incopſiderable, acquir'dAbilities, from 
cnjaying the ' SacisaBtion : and! NN 


whe ods is a nh Blefing. of 
AN God, to ma 6 *em holy in this 
, and compleatly- and eterna 
bary ig. — World to come; tho? 
that they, who are eminent foe 
Leargi . may, with a much better 
Grace, athrm, that *tis their P 
tive,-.to conſult learned Authors, 
the Pepiſh Clergy can; pretend, that hs 
common People muft be blind Votaties 
tothe Cherch Rowe, that they mult 
not underſtand the Language, i in which 
their Divine Service is pertorm'd,” and 
theirReligion, aod'by conſequencetheir 
Everlaſtiog- Salvation, muſe depend' on 
the. Qualifications, and . Intention of, 
thoſe, who officiate for *em. 

Bur-if *tis the Duty of the common 
People to read the Word 'of God, 'and 
20. perform all their As of Devotion, 
inthe Are ge of their Native 'Coun- 
try, if mays who- are unable, to. un- 
derſrand. the Sacred: and Original Texc 
of Scripture, ſhowd have the Bible 
trant- 


. to the. 10 PN 
ranſlated i into 2 Langy age, that; is. þ 


miliar to %em, this ogs to me,,.£9 
a folid Argument, her Pb zany 
uſeful Origioal Fnch h. the n't.uny 
derſtand, inthe La # fone 


Author writ, ſhoy yh: HOT oy rh 

a Dreſs, 'as may, ren ender. it intellg 
For'm t, Iam far Wim: 

\ of? Rand, Lam. Authors, t 
20pe,. they will: be. eyer SIR, 


and ealie to "em... 
Propeign to hat og in.of Sence, Leir: 


ing, or Fiety, often. runs, as. is 

vhs thro oY wh hole Body vo their 

Diſcoutſe. ic 
I am. not ſuch a Slave to mity, 


as to judge it. a, Crime, to. 
Writings of thoſe Modern Authors, in. 
which any Thing' in its 'own. Nature 
1 haable, do's accur, and Sir Wiken 
FS A 1n his Ef ſo » Ancient 41d, 
Þ Learning, 4s onions and F9-, 
lee a Perſon 'as he was, and as Tnagd 

as I am charn'd 'with his Writi 

do's pay, I think, 'tao $rent! 
rence 'to the "Ancients, nd give too 
mean 2 CharaRer of the pI Heroes. 
But whether Ancieat or Late Authors 
do deſerve the Preference, that the En- 
couragement of Tranſlations ſhou'd: be 
any Hindrance to the Reputation, and 
ſucceſsful Progreſs evin of Ancient 
Learning, is, what I confels, after ma-. 
rure 
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cine berarit berard6g" 1.5 Am. 'nox.} le to 
We fr hr erifirely, and 


bly ignorant 'of the. "He-- 
ON Naa of nd have: -n0 Skill in 


fy he Ec unguages, is 

is Lhe TTY ſfations. Ou al i 
their, Eſteem or by e Authors >. Who 
Finke awful 6 So, of very, diſtans 
be is 7h » from being the 
ate” of this ale, hat T0 or 
fee Fer ig ible t Rnd Pep, 
ca any hig bo d Veiga EC 
Ref for the, oy hy Monumjepts 
of Kgtiquity, "bur by Means, 0 ens « 

very” T) dflariofs 3 = Perm: eY.: who 
make Objeftioh, "to, moſt Wa cy Y. 


* : un. 
1s trac, they hear it reported, 
a Pater 7 ono 

pious, Ati |, and learned 
Wilkes fling owled ke: ra- 


cher Opiniob, is" "ob then 
{ult”of their own” Biacmingrivhr pe? 
7 onions, and, Met Conſequence, the 


which t ed ave, b197 [34 reſs 
for. *%m," muft bz” ighly irrational, or 
ar” beſt uncertain, Ant *extreamly. fu- 


Set 

Bue'when any * the Ancient, and 
Lexrned Authors arg, AS'it were, rais'd 
iroifi the-dead, and Hoaih'd ira Lan- 


guage, 


and, and they have carefully perug'd 
a' Trariſlation 'of %m, by one, ' who, 
as" they ' have Reaſon to believe, dit 
perfefty underſtand che Languagh ir 

hich the Author, writ,” nd was 
Maſter of the” Subjeft, ” and. "whoſe 
Fidelity they bave james © TEes 
tion to: ſuſpeR,' they. then begin, * 16 
entertain a very Honoutable Opinion 


uage, which they perfe&ly Surider 


of *em, arid thank the Tranffator; for 
ſaving *%em the Pains, of underftand= 


ing, and conſulting the Origipat. 


* And as for thoſe, who have'Skill, if 


tor muſt be void evin of common 


Sence,' and very illiterate Himſelf, 'if 
he defires *em' to. pay 'a' greater 'Re4 
gard_ to the Tranilation ; 

he to 'pay to the Original.,' - 


' This 'wou'd be, ro-prefer the Streart 


before the ' Fountain,” from \ which it 
proxeeds, which wou'd be tnonftrouſt 
abfurd, * and cart fairly be fapposgd, 


it fo Judicious and ' Learned? att Ape 


as this. "And one,' who tindetitands 
rhe. Languages, is 'fo-far- from :beiag 
hinder hereby, . from rhe Study of 


*tn; or- diſcourap'd 'from "paying em / 


2 duc. Reſpect, _ ' Tranſlatron; if 
on ] 16 


* 
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"was. 


"than ' they : 


OW 
Kms. 
F 
t 
% 


it. be but. tolerably x erk 
elp to him, in conlulting'-the 
tak and tends, to xrenud rhe, | Nell 
the learned Language, in wh ich 
he Author Wwrit.. Is 
Belides, we muſt conlider, that. no 
Tranſlator, who has. common Sencey 
will defire, that they, who are. p % 
Fon, learned, ſho Va lay, alide 


: but. only: allow fome Time, be 

__ Pains to compare. *em, . and ſee 
whether he has hit on the true: Sence 

of the Author, and. if he has really 
done; fo, the Tranſſation P88, be va«. 
lu'd of Courſe, unleſs the. Or bs 
eſteem'd for nothing, but the Wa 
which. I believe, —4 rational Perſoo 
will ever be tempted to imagine. 

I ſhall ay no more of the Benefit 
and Neceinp of. Tranſlations in-gene-, 
ral; but offer 'fomething concer 
that Author, whom, I have, in Part, 
tranſlated, with a due Regard, 
to the. Glory of God, a the Pub ck 
Good,. tho? whether 1 yg perform'd 
well, or not, I muſt leave to the 4, 
ment of the Learned, at ne Tag 
ſhall think. it an, Honour * 


raign'd, if..L have, been gui a 


8.0 
—pe=| 
So 
© 
3.8. 
ann 
Q@_ 
'; 
| ©: 
5 


' orols.,Defe s #8 a hoſe 7d 
Coaſures,. I FR: avllip ev? A 


chanKPON undergo. .' 


L; That 


FD. an 0 eo pe grey: in Ws 
ird Century, and in the Infancy, i 
I may fo fay, of the ChriftianiCherch, 
is ſo. g 7: known, that 'it ſeems 
almoſt: needleſs, to: mention it.; | - - 
\And fince we deſervedly, and chears 
fully 'pay a Deference, 'to the- living 
Monuments. of- Antiquity, and: eſpeci- 
ally to thoſe:/Pious: and Learned Wri- 
ters, who liv*d in the Early and Pare 
Ages of 'the Church, 'partly 'thro* a 
natural Curioſity, to know the:Names, 
CharaQters;, ' and/ Works: of the moſt 
Eminent Perſons; .. who flouriſh'd in 
ſuch diſtant Periods of Time, | ipartly 
thro* a Senſe of 'thoſe Miraculous Me- 
thods, which the Great God: was, as 
it''were, oblig'd.to take for the 'Sup- 
and Encouragement of the Church, 
uring its Minority, and: partly. from 
a \juſt and . deep 'Conviction,. of the 
Eminent _—_ Profound l udgment, 
and Univerſal Learning of many. of 
the Primitive Fathers, I think, a more 
than-'ord*nary: Veneration ſhou'd be 
id, "to the Memory of the Deceaſed 
RIGEN, and eſpecially to his 
Books againſt the Ingenious and Learned 
CELSUS, which area lively Picture 
of his Capacious and Exalted Genias- 

_ "Need I fay any Thing in Commen- 
dation of his Piety, or rather, will not 
every Thihg, that I can fay, fall vaſtly 
B 2 ſhort 
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J 2D Th | $Preface 
; Fhont! of the Dighipyo of: the? Awful 
| tSybjedt: Pl D112 $71 bok- "AFL Wal 3 ICS A 
A,\Willvie \not- ir-ſonte Sence; nat: ih 
:fome Meafure,':Jofetits viative. and al 
moſt unſully'd> 'Luftre;»by-rthe.cfaiat 
. - v *Encontams/6f-the:mofbelevatet:Nor- 
+ 4x 2s, ; who arc inſpird-With a-trentvert- 
| | : dogs Senks ck renaut flick” Nara 
-anfl irrefiftible; anda * inmices 
IS +: *Chafms I A $11 03-Þ #11 CC ZT9T 
\ "AP:a,: which was Mo: fineere; and 
- impa nt of Reſtraint, that'?ris: re- 
: ported of him, that when his Honoured 
"Fathen:was fufferiag-under the:Empe- 
or DECETUS j:rhe-wou?d, eviiin 
-his terider+ Years;'thave' faluted- the 
z Flames of»>Marryrdom;: with' che. great- 
- eſt Readineſs; and 'evIn Triemphant Foy, 
had not his> Deari.and /Honourd _ 
"ther, /by her>maternabAwthority, Ars 
»of Perſwaſion;:aod innocent Mathods 
. of Ferhale Policy, -dlip'd rhe fluttering, 
i'Wings:of-his-humbly-afpiring:Soul. -: 
- A Pichy.thſtoverd; iby denying ev*n 
-the lawful Apperite:of his-10rdid Fleſh, 
'and"lodking with a':generous Difdam 
-on the-oatward Grandeur, 'and periſh- 
*1ng Vanities:of this 1dwer World. 
"o* [Prety, which was ſeen,” by: ths 
" Leaving, 0,-40 a::comparative .Sence, - 
«'Deſpifing' thei.School + of; {B/aro;!" that 
:Celebrared;:Hearhen- Philoſopher: for 
4-7 'Sake , of! the; meck: and: perſecuted 
2 "6 - YESVUS. 
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- Wo T5 Te! oh de of, artiing, 
RITA fing 2 Tie 24 # LW fe 
at. the. dazling 

Righteo, xs | 
Py it ay af) Th "_ his TIEN 
wh on; that Accouat, was juſtly the 
Wonder, and bas; too often 'been the. 
Envy of. the Heathen, and. Chriſtian 
Wotld;, who by reaſon of ' his ſold 
Sek, and uncommon acquif'd Abili- 
| B 3 " icy 


2, and forms others 
[ler that Pope 
flac, 2 ns, oe fore- 
- , and the whole F«- 

| 2 ſhowed Þ violently oppoſe 


a Wl that I have raid. 
cor par'd with what 
E676 oo 17 the Praife of 
ORIC N, 1 dare.not ay; "that. St. 
Hierowm, tat very Learned ather, and 
fterwards the Juſiniex Age, and many 
hers ſince, had'nb Colour of Resſon, 
for what they a at againſt him. 
_ Indeed ,.. the Wildom. of Got des 
very qa ps. in. ſo 'orÞPring 
ws; hens 


Ss % 


| 70 the Reader. 
Matters, that 'ev*n ſome of the Sacred 


Penmen of Holy Scripture ,- and the 


Brighteſt Lights-'that 'ever- ſhone in 


the Glorious "Orb of the- Church. of 


God, had ſome” DefeRs, 'to-allay rheir- 
htrmfick and apparent Worth," and' 
prevent that Exceffive - 'Veneration: ; 
which won'd otherwiſe have'been paid 
*tm, by teafon of their Natural and 
Aecquir'd Accompliſhments, the Honour 
they refleted on the Ages, in which 
chey flouriſh'd, and the extraordinary 
Lervice, they did the Cauſe of Chrift, 
and the Common Wealth of Learning. 
'* But as the "Tranſlators of the Bible 
wowd have' been unjuſtly treated , 
had' they been, reproach'd with ev*n 
Reming to: countenance, the falſe No- 
tions of Things, which the'Generality 
of the Fewifh,, and many of the Leaders 
of the Chrifiaz Church, are known to 
have'eaterrain'd, 'or had they been up- 
braided, as if tliey approv*d of David's 
Marder and. Adultery, and St. Peter's 


moſt ſhameful 'Denial of 'our Bleſſed- 


Lord : So I'may rationally -expect 
that the Reader will be fo juſt and 


candid, as not to imagine (as great” 


a Man as ORIGEN himſelf was, 
and as great a Heroe of Antiquity, and 
Chriſtianity, as T know he was ) that 
Pm fo very ignorant, as to agree with 
him, in thoſe Opinions, or Practices, 
EONS, B44 which 
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whiclparg ey«deguly, and greatly liabla 
$0'cenfure. -;;-:.. 

-.:AS:;tr his, Nation, ae: che Devils 
0 6 OI 5 ys 

| ne-t01þ a and dange- 
nous Pok tign 5 5 falſe,. becauſe there's.aq : 
Fu Jdos-it, - that I can fee, in- the 
dat God:; and dangerous, becauſe 
It: Las #r;Lendency to FPOgurage Foro 


ns to: gg:0R10 Sin, -in Hopes 
OY Fixe. of . Hell will Ag at. Fs 


EXLIN d, and, be but a Second Pars. 
exingaſhly and b that no. leſs a-Per- 
{on, . than 'i the Late ..Moft Reverend 

Arch- Biſhop of Centerhary . has publick- 

ly appear'd/in its Defence, and; has 

offer'd tye -plauſo ble.. Ax Wments., that 
perhaps. 1t- may ſeem, di ul to cons 
iuce. His. Grace... -- 

Bur as. J-have much. more Reaſon ty 

Joubs, of | my own Salvation, 4 

the fiternal Happineſs gþ that ſinga rnd 


Pious, as, well 2s incompagrably Ration 
gnd very. Learned. Fe ſ9.1 am fl 
ſatisfy;d, that OR IG EN | will be. a 
Star of the Fir Magnitgae, in the ſupes 
_ Orbs, and: tho? his; 'Nonons might 
40 ſams, Reſpetts be. pecyliar to him, 
aug juſtly deſerye our Cenfure; yet the. 
chiet [Fhing: 1n us, which the Gray 
Gad ar $,. aad, on; which he 'wil 
puk di inguiſhiog g Marks of his Fa- 
pour thro: all the Reyplucions of Eter: 
| Aitys 


-70 the, Reader. 
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Pieter 

{obs to: A 
ah. fox OPring, Je eſuite,, and els, 
Learned, Men,..do jeem inclin(d... 
charge on ORIGE , and Epiphanics 
thought fit to relate, in -his. 
Hereſies, *tis obſerv*d by thelate. Learn» 
ed. Eredericus Spenhemins, in. his, Eccle- 
fraſtical Hi#ory, that. that At was never 
charg'd upon, him, ev'n. by-the . Juſts- 
nian. Ages. which he was MOre.;\ge- 
nerally, . 2nd more. MOEWNji cop 


rag == 


if Pl p f > ys 


his wok had no; {mall 
for -him, on- the Account, of fl ow 
Sence, and Learning, - 

And the Late Reverend Dr. Stilling- 
fleet in his Origines Sacre, do's frequent- 
ly quote, = honourably repreſeat him 
to the._World, as many of the. greateſt 
Lights: of the Chriſtie Charch® and; of 
js Learned World had done before 

Um. 

But I'm ſenſible, *twill be acdily, oh- 
jefted againſt this Tranſlation, that'ws 
Ts already with Defences -of. the 

ian Reli iron, which are much more 

ve ful a ey, RIG-EN, who makes it 
his Buſineſs, to confute Celſue, who was 
7 Heattien Philoſopher, T5 * 


"4s The - Traniffror's + 12564 

- Hf trite? Grotius de Wari- 
;tre Chr OE "the Learn 
5 "of the late Reyerend Bi 


eter, the molt Ad 
of he ls 
Feachfd ax the LeQure of « 
> Robert "Boy! Eq; nth in- 
arable: Sermons F "putt by "the 


es nd Dr- T7 Dr.” Bla:thell 
Dr: Srthope, and Mr - Clark: Chaplain 


ro. my" par] "Biſhop" 'of Norwith, the. 
Leatned: PE Oweip's: 's: Comment on the 
kardir « And T cou'd 
diſcharge thy Conlence, :ſhou'd 
co. mention Mr. Bax#e1 ; Reas 
js / Mieeory of @ Gree, thd cſv 
m ear, an 
ty jÞ Good a rl We have the 
Ratronal, and ſhared Dr. «Parker's 
Demonſtration of the Law of Natare ; 
ind Demonſtration of the Divine Autho- 
rity of the Scripeares; and many Excel- 
nt "Authors, who 'have united their 
Fortes -againf} the 'moſt Formidable 
fecſaries of 68r; Common Faith. 


ie certainly, *tis impoſſible, to. be 
tao well furniſh'd with Reaſons of the 
be f6” far from Sh; hting either the 
Hncient Apologies of Juſtin Martyr, Ter- 
tlliins, Tatian, Arnobius, Lattantius, and 
the like, or 'ern the Modern Defen- 
a of the Ofies Religion, that 1 
think, 


*} 
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think,” we ſhou'd deeply | Hibgher tha 
we have no more, IW, that thoſe whit 
we have, ig no better rig 4 
__ it highly becomes us,” to. 
2 thankful and- due Improvement,: of 
thoſe many Excellent Hel , Which 
God, in his infinite Wiſdom, and 
Goodneſs, ſees fit to afford us. © 

F can think but of one ObjeQon 
more, -and that 'is this, that by Pub=« 
liſhing- this Tranſlation of ORTGEN, 
I do expoſe the corrupt Principles of 
Celſus to: more publick View. 

'Tis true, I do ſo. But certainly 
the Truth is ſo fafely Suarcec, by its 
Native Purity, and well  recom- 
mended by t : Evidence that atrends 
it, that *cis' ſo far from being afraid 
of the Light, that it deſires - nothing 
more, if I may ſo fay, than to make 
its maſt open ,* and 'undiſguis'd Ap- 
pearance in the World ; and if the 
ObjeFioa has any real. Force, will 
hold, as well, tho? not equally againſt 
Origen bimſelf, for Wen: againit - 
Celſus, Which plainly ſuppoſes, ' thar, all 
the Learning, Wir, Ad Malice 'of that 
_ Arch+Fiend of Hell muſt be difſe&ted, 
as it were, aud lajd gpen to View, 
which 'tho* chey die. the rankelt 'Poi- 
ſon, will never be*able to infe& us, 
if we have but the Bleſſing of Almighty 
Gol, on | Excelgat an * An es 
- WIL 2 | an 
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Ts in Delpags,of 
N;s No 5Rut 
an bmit my me my Bk 
to Gas of, this Judicious,;,and 
e, "and, publiſh! it,. as a 
oh unworthy Trihats,.< 
ey to the ' great _ Author:.of my 
+. 20d. Ren: of all my Hap: 
Kos and as ſome, tho” but, 2- "all 
EC nce, tomy _ Dear and; 
T Fa ther, for: og prudent; 
WG Jas tak'n, . the Pains,,,aF 
ge he has been. at, and the. Tear 
Readineſs and. unuſyzl 2! Joy, which oS 
has always cxprefs' Ow i bi 
Continuing to me,, B far as it lies 
his; Power” under ;Gqd, the extr a: 
gary, but nor dul; mprot'd. Advan- 
age _ a « Fequy ducatiog. ....... 
No pint {rad the. Ei Ni 


Celſ# they 
wo a Y Fives 5m Ng =. 
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vnits'fs theo Rates, IT og 
-:Andcafter' mn \Solemn' Supplicaz - 
tions//fori[ Divine Afſfiſienee;* many x6- 
dious;->ahdi yet pleaſhne:: Hours, whi 
E have! employ*d-4bous it, \maity dat 
Dire&ions, and Encolragements/#oim 
Perſons of no mean Rank for Piety, 
Sence, Learning, and ExtraQion, and 
many?capneſt. Deſires, that the Glory 
of God. may; be, my principal Aim , 
and ina word, after having perform'd, 
what lies within the Compaſs of my 
ſmall Ability, to cloath it, in ſuch a 
' Dreſs, as may recommend it. to the 
World; |I fay, ſuch Þs it is, I humbly 
expole' it'86 alt Lethed, Judicious, and 
Candid Perſons, and ſubmit it to the 
Cenfure of the Criticks, 


And if this Firſt Effay ſhall meet 
ev'n with a tolerable Acceptation from 
the World, I deſign, God willing, to 
take the firſt Opportuaity, to tranſlate 
the Two following Books. 


That the Advantage, which the 
Reader may reap from ORIGEN, 
may be—equal, or ſuperior, to the . 
Painful Pleaſure , which I took, in 
Tranſlating _ that his —_ of the 

hyt Religion, may be daily con- 
| Ir og at he ay at Lange 
enjoy that inconceivable Happineſs in 
_ the Future World, of which many "as 
rne 


the/- Primitive Fathers _ now par-. 
TE and of which, I firmly be= ©; 


. - 


eve, that the Pious and Incompa- * 
rable. 0 R.1G EN has no fall Share, 


is the Sincere Deſire, of 


—— 


—— 


Origen againſt Celfus - 
Tranſlated from the 


ORIGINAL 


INTO 


ENGLISH. 


Book the Firſt. 


Pn CEE In 
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ORIGE N's. 
Epiftle Deadicatory 


Ambroftus. 


Hen falſe Witneſs was brought 

againft aur Blefſed Saviour, 

he held his Peace, and when 
he was accus'd, rturs'd no Auſwer, being 
fully perſwaided, that the Tenor of hs 
Life 424 Converiation among the Jews, 
was the beſt Apology that cou'd poſſibly 
be made in his Behalf. But you, Virtas 
ows Ambroſius, were pleas d to deſire me, 
for Reaſons beft known to your ſelf, 10 
vinaicate the Chriſtians from thoſe foul 
Aſperſaazns, which Cellus has publickly 
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| eait upon *em, 4s if a Confutation of him 
were not legible in the Things +: 
_ and what he offers might not be dejſervealy 
rejected, 4s wanting ev'n the Appearance 
of 'Truth to recommend it to the World. 
To eg our tom) held his Peace 
when falſe Wit 44; broug h6--ag ain 
ling? yed oh Breen þ due % 
Teſtimony of St. Matthew, which i con- 
firm'd by what St. Mark the Evangeliit 
relates.. St, Matthew has theſe Wotas, 
Mat. 26. Now® the Chief Prieſts, and Plidefs , 
**39- and all the Council ſought falſe Wit- 
neſs againſt Jeſus, to put him to Death, 
but found none. - Yea, though many 
falſe Witneſſes came ; yet found they 
none. Art laſt came two falſe Wit- 
nefſes End Fad 3; this Fello Flaid,, I 
am- able to deffroy "the ple -of 
God, and to build it in three Days. 
And the High+Prieſt aroſe, and faid 
to him, anſwereſt. thou nothing What 
is it. which theſe witneſs againſt thee? 
Bat Jeſus held his Peace. We pead- rn 
another Place of the ſame Evangeliit , 
that our Saviour return'd xo Anſwer to 
Kit. 25, the Perſons who accns'd him, And Je- 
»: 1+ {ys ſtood before the Governor, and 
the, Governor ask'd him,' ſaying, arc 
;© thou the King of the Jews ? And Je- 
tus faid unto him; thou fay*lt. And 
when he was accus'd of th: Chief 
Prizits and Elders, he anſwered no- 
| | _ thing. 
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thing, -:*Fhem. fays.\ Palate vmnto himy 
air thou Bong how many Thi wh 
theſe, withel(s' againft\ thee ?. And: he 
anfwer'd him never a. Word; infomuelt 
thir- the Governor marvelld ':greacly;; 
ehtd > indeed-tit condi (if rh ati betradmintd 
by:Perſons: who were leaft capablerofi Ric: 
feedton, that mbenihe bad ſo fair «an. Ops 
portunity \to. free' Pate 5 fr on.:.the- hea) 
Charge that was 'brought against"\himg."10, 
entmerate, or at leait, mode5Hy thftuzate 
his {hining C| aracters, 470. to commend: 
the" higher Powers, as-beins-.ordain'd: 
of (God,\ and*by theie innocent 1474p; 
litick Methods _t9 procare the. Fadge's 
Etwour, Þ'fayy that when he-baa ſo. fait. 
##\Qpporiumty*t0\dor all this, he ſhou'd 
berfo far from embracing it, as to tack" 
upon" his mot: Triolent © Accaſers with © 4 
truly-generous: Diſdaim: | 
That the Fudge ſeem'd: willing to 46s 
quit him, \ had he made his Apology; is 


plain from"the following: Words, Whom Mt. 5+, 


will ye that I releaſe unto you ? Barats 
Las, Or Jeſus who is calld Chrift ? And: 


thoyje. Words, He knew thae for Envy 144. 18, 


he had deliver'd him. $9 That, the 
holy - «2d ſpotlels- Jefus was |ſcarce ever: 
free if7 699 nult and fevere Acculations, 
75-long as the.perverſe Diſpeſitions of Men, 
whoſe. Minds. ' were corrupt , ana whoſe 
Lives. mere. often .. flaird' with the mos? 
grois 'Enormities,. 4:d remaiz the ſame 
fy i As 
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| all the Ages of the 


"+ And e2/'n now he holds his Peace, «ud 
' makes no; verbal Anſwer, bat the un- 
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-  blemiſld Lives of bi fincere Followtrs 
are bus molt chearful avd moſt ſucceſs- 


ful Advocates, ad have ſo loud « Voich 
that they drown the Clamours of his moſt 
-bigotred* awd moſt zealous Adverſaries. 
Iwill, therefore, be jo bold as to ſay, that 
by Publiſhing this Apology, I ſhall fem 
to lefſen the Force o thi werful Ar- 
omones in Defence of the Chriſtian Re- 
igion, which are drawn from the holy 
Lives of its piows Votaries, aud are plain 
Appeals ev*n to Senſe and common Ob- 
ſervation. But thas 1 might" not ſeem 
backward in obeying the Commands you 
have laid upon me, ] have endeavour'd, 
according to my preſent Abilities, to give 
>” apr or at leaſt, a ſufficient Anſwer to 
the material- Objections which Celſus 

has brought againi# mw, which, in jour 
Qpinion, my Dear and Reſpefted Ambro. 
fius, do #rike at the Fundamentals of 


the Chriſtian Religion, bar, 1 verily be- 


lieve, will never ſhock the Faith of one, 
who by the Grace of God does live in the 
Profeſſion of it with ſome meaſure of Sin- 
cerity, And God forbid that any of us 
{bowd have ſo embrac'd the Goſpel (which 
i ſo lively « Declaration of '" Love to 
perijſbing Sinners thro) the Merits of our 

| Bleſſed 
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Bleſſed ' aud (All-ſnrfficient Redeemer) 
as to be in Danger of reteiving. any bad 
Impreſſions from Cellugs Diſcourſe, or the 
Writings 'of any other Ingenious and 
Learned ., Perfot, who holds: the ſame 
Wicked Principles. Rog he RL S $4 

- Fon St. Paul reckoning np thoſe things 
which "are apt to ſeparate: Mankind fron 
the . Love of. Chriit ( ell -which. his Love: 
50. em did ; and will at. lait effetFuclly, 
aud moZ'plorionfly overcome + doy?t Jay: 
that erroneous  Diſcaurſes' ſhowd be any; 


much leſs n' principal Canſe of: this un= 


py Separation: . . Obſerve fir#: he [ary 


ha 
Who ſhall ſeparate us from the' Loye.zm. 8. 


of -God ? Shall Tribulzrion, or Diſtreſs; 


_ or Perſecution, or: Famine, or. Naked= 


neſs, or Peril, or: Sword ?::{ As-it- 45 
written, for thy fake we'are kid. all 
the Day -lotig ; we. are aecounted ag 
Sheep for the Slzughter;}) Nay, matt 
theſe Things: we are! more, than 'Com 
querors thro! him that loved us. 1c 
reckoning up' another Set of Things, which 
aſually ſhock Mens Faith and Virtue, he 


fajs, 1 am: perſwaded';- that ineither id ;8. 


Death, nor Life, nor Angels, nor Prin- 
cipalities, nor Powers, nor Things pre- 
ſeat, nor Things to come," nor Height, - 
nor Depth, nor any other Creature 
{hall be able to ſeparate us from the 
Love of God, which is ia Chriſt Je- 
ſus our Lord. ' Axd there # juſt Ground 


C 3 ev'n 


Wt for ad? ho! wifi ality ſoort of "\thi 
extr aorninary” \Atpaimments' of that great. 
Apoitle of hs Gentiles, a0\ fay, © Wha 

- Hhall ſoparaxeibs from thei oye of God 

Shall Fribulatjon;\ or .Diftrels, tor: Per+ 
ſecution, or Famine, or:Nakeflneſs,or 

Peril; 'Or Swe df Bureithe Apoſtle ho 

. thought «his t00:50an 4 Boaſ, for thiſe 
who \had: ariivid"to ſo retiarbable 4 Pitch 

of V:iobue, | Las that to which he had: ate 

© 2ain'd, profeſſes, That in.all cheſe Things 

g = was more than a Conqueror ; which 
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Ny G1&1t, -NOr th; nor 'atly EN 
-- Efearure,. ſhall Pept, us fram- the 
: be of Gad, which is in Chriſt yn 


1 4H0! "thas-Teonftf, T Ave no great 
zion' of © that>Man' $ (Chriitianity, w js 
Faith is" tis <the Jeait liable to be ſhock'd, 
atther by this Book .of Celſus, or the 
Writings of #hy other Perſon of the ſame 
aahappy Stamp. For realy P'm at 4 
. Loſs ta Rs in what Claſs of Chriftians 
| engl rank that Man, who ts. not 
| er 
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Proof "againſt all rhe bitter but ugj U 
Re whrch Cetſus Þas 19, by 
the Followers of our Bleſſed Lord. 5. By. 
becauſe the common Sott of Peo le are 
in"'no- frat Danger (' as you ihapint., 
my Dear pk fr Q ) of 0 f turnivg Apes 
ſtates "from the Faith, ſie ty. S 1 
may be Pack by ah as” hi WE "2 
fe karl well- rounded "SA 
en of "our hol Tor "ang T bo s 
BA y their. * ſus. c 
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wHll be 10 * teſ5 *onp 7; 
ments; cl what '? ck arts foudbly 't: plc 
in De fence, Iam able 7 
mfr © Oh Foy \[ 1 rofohe'd i ta obey* Your 
moth 7 af Commun: " ung to return 2» 
Anſiver 40 'the- Book” "you were. p PRs to 
fend. we, the very 'Titte "of whith, Viz, 
x Frite Kelaridhd) will Hardly paſs” fu 
futh*with them, who” ae wo great Profi» 
thepts ev” ” rhe Philsfophy ©# | ww 
Heathens: | % 

$4. Patil knowine there were. many 
Things i#n"the Greck PhFoſophy tha: were: 
not "in themſelves conternptible, but had 
| by ' deerdent 'a malignant Infaence»ion 
the *Minzas of Common People, repre« 
ſenting "Error under the plauſible Ap- 
| Ptarance "of ſolid and reolt importaat 
| *Fruth;* has theſe very Mords, Beware Culdf. » 
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left any” Man ſpoil yol\through Philo» »: 5. 
fophy, and vain Decit, after the Tra- 
dition - of Men, aft-'r the Rudimeats of 
the World, and 1wt after Chritt. But 

C 4 this 


s if more. hes L vg a "radicions 
08 nl. Aloo the. Book which ] am 
ng t0 anſwer. For .. the Apoitle 
fore-mentianed Things by. the 
ame of Vain Decet,. og in Contr a- 
Diftinction to 4 certain Kyjnd of Deceit 
which . 7s. ape. yain , Far INNOCENt 4d 


ine. 
Fer. 0. Q 


".7-T was 


ay 


= Ne orearancy, 46-render 
---. # worthy to be call 4 deceitful, which 
"SST If £ 2 in. the Writings of thei 
Ent > "eminentl earned. Perſons, who. were 7 
3 \ Heads of the wariow $ ects of Philoſo- 
gears: dmang the P And as in __ 
> TY, tun't ſufficient that what is 
for « Demonſtration, bs ip it or 
bp "2 '4 wg X but it mait have 
Cg,.'our of Truth, . 0r tt can never 
prion 6. va engage. ev'n the moit faint 
evobry C. ove , who word improve 
in that enter. aining and uſeful Science : 
So thoſe Diſcogs" 2s, which deſerve the Cha- 
raiter of Vai! L Teceit,, muſt. have ſome 
Affinity with "Hah rational Arguments, 
—— are f1 requently-, \ I Por 2k of 
ads Of t © 
" f the 0m; 
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When 1 hat: ardad 6 in my 4: "6h to 
Celfus, Cel far I the Place where: he per- 
ſonates © the Jew. _difcout ſing. with our 
Bleſſed Saviour, 7 thought," *rwew'd be 
proper to put this. Preface $20 wy. Book, 

that- One into whoſe Hands: it may 


kn aly fall, may plainly. foeg' that 1 


didn't principally areas it & thoſe, Chr1- 


{ſtians, -who are fully TE in their 


Fadgment, bat either for Yoon who are 
Entarp Strangers ts che Exco. "eq of the 
Chriſtian Religioa, or. for: the are... 
weak: in the Faith, as the o#te calls. - 
*m, . Him that is weak in the Paith Pom. 14. 
receive.  - Ce Be 
| 1 mult add one. Thing fore: "Opal that 
+08 oy : ng 4 aiff'r — a. > 
wering inthe groſs," from wha 
1 had in Anſwering the Lug pl 
Book. . Fori as firit, T defpgn'd mo: mote © 
than to-mention - ſome of. the; Principal, 


. Heads, and. content 199 elf withg mecr 


Compendium, ' Buy . after \'miture Deli. 
beration, I thought, 1 twou'd: ba much mort 
proper, 10 gather'my: : Diſcoarſey | as-it wert, 
into 4 perfett. Syſtem or . Body. - Then 1 
was ſatcfy'd from the reaſon of the Thing, 
that I ſbou'd he at 4 needleſs Expence 
both of Tims an1 Pains, -and contented 


my ſelf with what ] bad writ, againit the 
Begining -of che Book , which Celſus 


me abed 


Bat 


B bor 's woe that which T ſhall give by at 


Bat: os; the pig Pot of nm my” Hoo 
togy which (4f 'F- may"modeſtly ſay it "of + 
own Performance) is Muth-eore' el bord 
T determind $0 bend Al wy Forces *agut7 
him, ail To return a"felb"n br Po "ewes 
"Thing" ther \ etch Ret . 
oo pgs "qu of "his: "moſt" PHAHRR 
Reader io | M 
Candor in poſing bis fudevient 0 oh 


I bape\ done eſpecially DW Wat Pajy 
v9" Apol ps MS immediately 50! Tort 
_ "2his Epiſtle "And if "tho other" Parts 


ſhou'd bVitethoiberter EfletÞ3 upon \thints"t 


LET a hope, he will there alſo be extreanily- fil 


wour able inthe” Gemvenvs” ) which" "He Way 
poſe __——_ >... NY QUISE. 

TBS Firtitine HAlnBrofitigign 
more" \tomplect "20iſwer> co \Celfu 


\ 
muff wefor you. to 'thim;' Fc 
7g DE tage "of 'Fadgmene bi | 
that  rorrathieh” T \Jay-my:moſt' humble 
Glaim»and+oc+berter: lif*d for* rhe 
dne: #-4-honourable*! embne" of fo 
difficult « Prince.  Hbwbver that Pore 
Jeems"t0.me, 10 bein" ſafer and much 
more defir able'Condition, wh having wot 
with Celfuss 'Performunce'y*" knd* being 
furniſh d by: his ' own ''Bxperience \wirh 
4 warm" 4,d\effeQtual Apology for: that 
excellent Religion which he ON ſes", 
«17d endeaVonrs 10 prattice to the utmoſt 


of 


Origen's Epiite Dedicatory. 4.2 


of his Power, is fo well-guarded by the 
Spirit of God, . who dwells in the Heart * 
of every ſincere Follower of the Bleſſed 
JESUS, that he can look with a « holy 
Contempt oz the falſe Repreſentations, 
and moſt plauſible Arguments of the 
moſt Celebrated Hereticks that did 
ever appear in the World. 


Crap. LI. 


HE firſt Charge which Ce/ſus 

| brings againſt the Chriſtians, 1s, 
Their holding Cabals, contrary 

to the Law of the Zand in which they 
livd, and to which, as he thinks, they 
ought to be entirely ſubjecf. He diſtin- 
guiſhes Meetings into Publick and 
Private, the Publick Meetings which 
were eftabliſh'd by Law, and the Pri- 
vate ahd Separate Meetings which were 
kept up by Schiſmaticks, And his De- 
| ſign hereia is to caſt Reproach on the 
Love Feaſts of the Chriſtians ( which 
were appointed to prevent a common 
and threatning Danger, and were far 
more binding, than the facred Tye of 
mutual 
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mutual Oaths can be ſuppos'd to be) 
I fay, he reproaches *em, as: if the 
manifeſtly and -groſly interfer”d wit 
thac--due -and—mdifpentibte"Eoyatry, 
ich, as they-—were "Subjects; they 


ow'd, and ought, as he imagines, to 


- - pay the National Eſtabliſhment. 


. -Jinee, ie F1*þ PUNE: his Boaſh 
hat 11 ; A) bd Jet an 
wou'd intimate , that the ſeparate 
Meetings of the Chriſtians did coun- 
renance and promote Sch; and Sed. 
tion; I anſwer, that as a Stranger, 
who has his Lot providentially caſt 
among the Sgythians, who aye govern'd 
by moſt wicked Laws, afd has not a 
fair Opportunity to make a ſafe Ef- 
cape,, wow'd, be eſteem?d by; thapigno« 
rant and unciviliz'd People, ay an 
my to their Conſtitution, and a, Þa- 
vourer of the . Sefarzes ,. if, he didn't 
Sdply with the Carons of the Church, 
but na1ght fall urge woighty,, and. nn- 
anſwerable Arguments ro. juſtify his 
Separation : $0, the Chuſtiags .might 
lawfully diſſent. from the Eftabliſh\d. Re- 
ligion, which introduc'd . Image+Wor- 
< ifi , and a whole Rifcaff of the, Mock: 
Deities of the Heathens, and, abounded 
with more hotrid; Impietics rhan were 
ever _practic'd. by the, malt: harbarous 
Nations of the World. Rel Cgk 


For 


fbf BT 


Qragenz againit (of 
' (For as che Johahiranrs.of a City, may 
lawfilly defend themſel yes, palalt, 2 
Prince, , who. has made an unyjuit, Deſcent 
1697 hÞ a 194 tf E | 
upon their Natiye Country; 89 the Chris 
{ans tight. warrantably . violate the 
pl of Satan,..that great. Uſurper,.'to 
- Tree themiclves. and. Others, from his 
worſe than Sqthian Tyranny...,; ..... 
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"THEN. Cel{as:goes on, and aſſerts, 
#-- ( Fhat Judaifm, with . which the 
Chriſtian, Religion has 4 very /ofe Con- 
nettion, has all along been 4 barbarous' Seth; 
tho? he prudently forbears to reptoach 
the: Chriſtian Religion-asif 1t were of a 
mean.and .uapoliſh'd Original ; -ſince 
be. had commended. the Barbariens, as 
beingthe laventers of ſeveral [excelent 
and.ivery mmportant  Maxims, and: he 
adds, That. thoſe. Things which were in- 
deed invented by the Barbarians, have 
been improu'd, and more accomoagted to 
Moral Virtue by the Greeks. Now LI 
think, ,I may juitly take this Advyan- 
tage in Detence.of the Chriſtian Religion 
from the very Conceſſion which: Ce//us 
makes, to obſerve that one who leaves 

the 
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the Opinions and the Learning of the 
Greeks, -an@ embraces the Doctrine of 
our. "Bleſſed © Saviour, dont only aſſent 
to thoſe” Truths and uſeful Rules, which 
It recommends to his Conſideration and 
Choice, 'but the more he's vers'd in the 
fore-mention'd Sort 'of Learning, rhe 
- more he's \confirm'd in his Judgment, 
and borrows from the Chriſtians where- 
ever he perceives that the Greeks them- 
ſelves are defeQive. To this I mighr 
add, that the Chriffian Religion may 
' juſtly boaſt: of a peculiar Demonſtration, 
ſuch a One as is !ruly Divine, and vaſtly 
exceeds all the Logick of the Greeks. 
The Apoſtle calls it: 4 Demonſtration 
of the Spirit and of Power. A Demon- 
ftration of the Spirir, in as much as the 
Spirit-of+God do's ina; fecrer bur power- 
ful Way, convince the Reader of the 
Truth of the Scriptare-Prophectes, efpe- 
ally 'of: thofe, which have an evident 
and” near Relation to the expetFed- Sa- 
viour:'of the World. - And of Power, 
in as' much as Miracles have been 
wrought to atteſt the Trurh of the 
Chriſtian Religion, forme remarkable 
Footfleps of which do remain at this 
very Day, among thoſe, who do what 
hes in their Power, under the Guidance 
and Influence of the Spirit of God, to 
hve up to its -holy Piecepts. 
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7 N-Ge kts ao Ly the 
Is - © | Private Meetings of che Chriſtians, 
in! whieb/thep/exexcis'd-chemfelves,and 
:1nftxenfted; on&:another in :thfw;:parti- 
.cular/ Way, and having .conigfgg.3hat 
: one 5 very-politzck: Reaton' might be al 
figg- for: what- the didj>: ves. :;:'The 
Prevencing. of ;ghat ſevere: \Penalty,. to 
which their -PraCtice render'd ?em- ex- 
treamly liable, compares the. Danger 
that threatndrhiem "with the- Dith- 

culties, and apo Fa - which So- 
crates and: Pyrhago er Hea- 
then Philoſophers ry themſelves , 
by. maiataining the Reputation, and 
promoting the Intereſt of that compa- 
ratively-vain . Philoſophy , of.. whyth , 
they were: the. admir'd_ and .truly- 

learned, Profeſſors. 

Bur to this I anſwer, That 52 Athe- 
»1ans 100n- repented of what they. had 
done. tq: Socrates ,.. nor did: they Jong” 
retain. their Spite- againſt Pythager as. 
For..the Py: 14g0704Hs had Schools. for 
a conſiderable . Time in _thar Parc of 
Laly,; which, went by the Name of 
D Greece 
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rhe - ar whe our Bleſſed Savi- | 


- Hi | ably interpos'd, Ter: 


on ret me'the. whole habirable World 
ekerred all- their Malice, and us'd | = 
-(icie .armcſt Endvavours rowards its. 


Wo - fudileix' whe” Ces? ) 108; 
hi FR: 197% | 2 141"S, 
k % _ Ks of Bs IO Hh | >; A { 
þ : — Ld — gyomp F'F -WH TTY : WFEzS5 4 
ES Sd £+4. Fo Trent! ENT ES IT 
A , 3 Fx : | CF; 
| =— HA P. Fo wy V. 


W| ow let us -pk how Celfue re- t 
"Ve proaches "the praftick Part of \ 


our Religion , as containing nothing , v 
but what we have im common with S 
the Heathens ,” 'nothing that is 'New, fi 
Or Tral great . fa 


To' this I anfier, Thar they who b 
bring down the juſt Judgments of God Þ 
upon their Heads by thzir notorious | 
Crimes, wou'd never ſuffer by the 
Hand of Divine and Inflexible Juſtice, - 

it | 
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if all Mankind had not ſome tolerable 
Notions of Moral Good and Evil. 
"Therefore we needn't wonder, that 
Moe who is the bor gp Father of 
reaturgs , u'd plant in the 
Minds of *Men ho natufal Princi- 
les, which the Prophets, and eſpeci- 
ally; our Blefſed - Saviour do's: fo fre- 
nay, IF up HE Minds? of 

en, that' So every one might be left 
without Excuſe at the Day of Judgment, 
wving had the Sence and Sub/Hance of 
the j 3. engravd upon his Heart in wery 
legible Charatters. Pt 

"This was obſcurely repreſerited to 
us by the Scripture, which ſpeaks of 
God's Writing the Two Tables of the 


PFs Ms PAN of. r56r7 , 

ng a5 it were, with his Finger, and 
is _ 
us, gh 


10g *em to Moſes, ad acquajnts 
th Fa; were ER hece 
by rhe Wickedneſs of them, who made 
the Golden Calf ( asf it bad Veen faid, 
that they were broke by | the Sins of 
Mea ) apd that when the Law: was 
writ the ſecand- Time qn © Tables of 
Stone, he deliverd Jem to Moſes, to 
ſigaihe, that the Law which was de- 
fac'd by the Original Apoſtacy, ſhou'd 
be re:impreſs'd on the Minds of Men 
by the Fr chag of the Golpel. 
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irs XN. Cl hs of” " 

try, do's himſelf advance/an' Ar- 
 gument,. that tends.to ob Ho and Gont= 
gi MM Er, when hea 
That the. Shi 1ansS reed th Y 
Gods, mhichgare made. by the”? wo Mof : 
Men, and very often of. [ut bard wicked, 
, #nd wallow ts aff cap: $ 0 

7 T4 -Fherefore'; -endeavc 
to ſhew in the Sequel of tis Diſcourſe 

that qur Notion of, 1:442#-Worſbip was 

not. a' Di. Covety © that was -owtig tv 

the Scriptures ; bur that we lrave''it 

10 common” with the” Heathen, he 

quotes. A Paſſage in Fes to- this 

EffeR, . © Thar they who” pay* 'Pivine 
| Worſhip to inanjmate"{ tures, do 


« ;ult as if they ſhou'd addreſs and in- 
«, vocate the. Walls, == 

To this Fanſwer, That* fince F-have 
already  grafited 'thac * fome common 
Noe or Moral Good and Evil are 
originally implanted in the: Minds of 
Men, we needn't wonder. that Hera- 
cl:tzs and Oihers, whecher Greeks or 


Barbarians, have publickly acknow- 
ledg'd 
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ledg'd. to. the; World, . that they held 
the, very, 1: bes Notion WW "hich Og FO 


tal | 
| Sod Celſus % quotes a Paſſage i in Hes 


ro dats; 


tain- among the, Perſians. 


ok cal?d pgs lays, © 

FE; Mo econ of ftately Temples 1s. alto- 
7 T SEUEe needleſs, E indeed: ridicus; 
up boce, no. Piece. of. hymane Ar- 


ew, that the. 
2100, ON. Heraclitns held JA} 


MOL 70 
OD» 


Po I cou'd 
WG Falage) in Zero Cirienſis who. i 10 
his 


fas. urg,. how. pompous. ſever. it 


” may be, 15 truly. lacred, and valua-{ 
«he in. the RE of. the 


Thing i it 


#Felf”.. . ?Tis plain, therefore, that 
thus praftical otion.. 15 engrav'd. in 
Divine and Lepihle Charnehfes on. the 


Ons of ha 


Canar. 


vl 


7 Ig Cells fays, . That, all the 


Power which the Chriſtians hg , 


was owing to the Names of certain D#- 


mons, and their Invocation of ? 


em; tho? 


I can't well conceive, what ſhou'd in- 
duce, or ev*n tempt him, tq talk at ſq 


extravagant 2 Rate. 


D 3 


: 


'hat th C 


| 
| 


"=o EIS ? 
| Sa 


wr ſuppoſe he obſeuraly | bias at Ip 

Account we have, of Tome who caſt 

out Devils.. But this is a moſt noto- 

rious Calumny, for tlie: Power which 

the 'Chrifti Lad, was not in the leaft 
wing t Motharraie; -but ro theit 

Pr OOONg the Namie of FESVUS, 

| Mention of fome remar- 
kable = og of his Life. © 

_ "For by : theſe, and ro oag unlewful 


did it with # becomir 
Mind, and with a 
Nay, the Name of 7 
ſuc Power over Dimons, hes ome: 
times it has prov'd effetual, the” p 
nounc'd ,-4 very wicked Perſons.” To | 
_ our vg __ nag ® nogy Po ne 
af. Vii. Sd a 
My. 22. f0 pan Day, #n th Name we have 
ca#t out -Pevils, and in thy Name have 
ae many . wotderful Works, 
know not, whether Celſus did 
omit Ne This Paſſage thro* Ignorance, or 
rather thro? a ge nd makcigus 
Overfight, - 
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| Fault, which he in 07 


Crar. VIL 


FT'HEN he accuſes our Svioar 
- himſelf, as if he wrought Miracles 

by theHelp of Magick, and: fqrefaw, 
that. many other Perſons wou'd do the 
ſame . Thiogs,, by their Skill jn-that 
Helliſh Art,. boaſting that, a Divine 
Power did. attend. *em, and, for .that 
very. Reaſqn, did exclude %em: from 
the, Numbet. of his Followers and Far 
oaks Us as Jew 
Aqgd he. makes Uſe of this  Argu- 
aft him, 7},. ſays he, here 


ment againſt 
xp iſt £ Groupd for his rejecting the 
forexmention'd Perſons , then he was 4 


# 


wicked Man, being guilty. of the ſame 
lm ©. Doo ae oe 
he was not 4. wicked Man, then neither 
did they deſerve « Mark of | Infamy, who 
according to his own Confeſſion, ,were t0 
do the =_ Things that be aid: himſelf. . 
But tho? we ſhou'd grant, thar. tis 
difficult for us to, determine. preciſely, 


by what Power our Seviawr wrought 


tis Miracles ; yer *tis; very plain, that 


the, Chriſtians made uſe of no Enchant- 


®. 
$' # 


84 * | Wn 


0 yigen | «ov 
ments, unleſs the Name of FESUS, 
and ſome Paſſages of the 'Holy Scrip- 
rures*Were a' kind of Sacred Spel. 


—  — —C. 5" I. 4 —————.. 


1 .Carare. VII. 


1-53 EN Celſws" frequently and ſe- 
"&. © verely reproaches the Chriſtians, 
with. Keeping their Opinzons ſecret... 
To this I anſwer, "That they are 
more known, and more generally pub- 
Ii{hd; than the admir?d Speculations of 
the Philoſophers themſelves, ev*n- al- 
moſt to the utmoſt Limits of the whole 
habitable World. For who, in'a com- 
parative Sence, 1s ignorant of our Sa- 
viour's Nativity, and Refurrection, ard 
"the" Day of Judgment, in which he 
will reward the Righteous, and puniſh 
the Wicked, according to their Works ? 
And are not many thouſands of the 
- very worſt of Infidels acquainted with 
| the Do&rine of the Reſurre&ion, who 
tura it*all' into Banter and Ridicule ? 
_ So that «the Charge was'altogether un- 
; ets and by Confequence unjuſt. 
© Bur if there be tome Arcana TÞperiz in 
the Chriſtian' Religion, which* are not 
fir ro be communicated to the Yulgar, 
5 44 Fu P » b. "#7" it 
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jt.cart'be deny'd, that there! are 'the 


ſame in are 7 000%. we ev'n'the Phi- 
loſophers: held ſome! Opinions: which 
they kept more ſecret.  Some©of! Py- 
thuporai's Pupils rely'd on' his "bare 


. Authority , and” were | fatisfy'd' with 


an Tpſe adixit ; Others were © more 
privately taught, and inſtruted in 
thoſe "Fhings, - which ought. not'to be 
proſtituted to vulgar and unſanctify*d 
Ears. And : many' Rites inthe Relj- 
gion both of the Greeks, and"Barbarians, 
areconceaPd from the Notice of the 
Vulgar. 
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CHnraer. IX. 


| UT Celſs feems with Abun- 
dance of Earneſftneſs, to plead 
tor 'them, who laid dowa their Lives 
in Confirmation 'of the Chriftian Faith, 
when he ſays, I wou'd not perſwade any 
one to renounce bis Religion, by reaſon 
of the | Dangers #0 which it may expoſe 
im; nor 'wou'd T have him ew/u ſeem to 
leave it ; where he tacitly condemns 
all them, who are Chriſt:ans* in” their 
Hearts, and yet publickly difown their 
Religign, * TOR 
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frag Go, Decafon ro- } charge 
him; -with grols:; tency,-af 
his: Diſcourſe; : for:in ſÞme Places .of 
his: Book; he talks like a zealous Fol- 
lower of the admir'd Epicurws, but here, 
—_— Accuſation ma ay” al mo 
ulible Appearance, flemdles 
Pinion, and ſeems to hold, that: there 
is in Man, beſides his Body, which. is 
material and earthly, another and 
_ n6bler Subſtance, . that has an 
with God hinſelE and ſays, 
__ [oye who have Souls duly diſpos'd, 
, 4s far as the Frailty of their Ntwre 
oy admit, ; oP! ſpire to 4 Participation of the 
Nature of God, to which they are ſo nearly 
ll d, and are never more highly pleasd, 
than when they are ſeaſonably nt ſolidly 


entertain'd” with Diſcourſes taucerning the 


Supream 'and Alorable Majeſty both 
Egth and Heaw'n, La Y 


the fan, .. ro 
IE =; he 


et e_ha uilty of the. "fame 
I Knbie, A he ſeyerely con- 
demns in others. .. For he wa very 
wh that q he.had 0 rofeſs'l 


an Epicureax Phy b his 
{25.5 wow'd. be. little regarded 
4 m__ who "OE s in NP him povct 


»” 


of an over-rul 


ther 'ia''t 
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differ from one ano- 


oy 


of - the Principles , 
known 'to hold. 
By: the Way Pin. inform'd', there 
have' been two Perſons, who went by 
the Name of Celſus, and both of *tm. 


e” and Bxplicatiors 


- which” mech "uf 


wete Philoſophers of the Epicarean Set? ; 


One who liv'd in the Reign of the Em- 
Nevo, and another, who \liv*din 
the Reign of the Emperor Hadrian, 


and fome Time after. 


The latter of 


thefe is the Perfon, with whom I am 
at preſeat concern'd. 


"CHAT 


X. 


ND he continues: his Diſconrle, 
and adviſes us 19 ##brace 0 Opi- 
zions,- butt under the Condutt of "impar Fu 


Reafon, on the Account of } 


e. many and 


gtofs Errors, to which the contrary Prattice 
wi fry ul, and oooh dye hs. Ws 


ke 


ty Ntibus ar 


ro the. oe 


pong "Bacchus: 'Cyb 
any "other. Mott- 


Hy of the' Heathehs. 
_ For 


Be 


EI cate, Or | 


© Qnip® finſk Gio 


" ans theſe”; Impoſtors!. having ;.once 


"a » Alcendaftt. over. Sq apngvo 
eople, who were grofly1gnorant;cou' 
turn 5 wind: bo rap, AS 


their Intereſt or Fan «40 t dire; 
Sa;iþe ſays,:the very 12 me” Fling: was 
kftown-to,' 'be the nog Peattice of 
the Chriſtians. i  oorey 

Some- of *em, {ays: be, | neither ie xami- 
| ning what it wayi that they belieni's ;-.nor 
cating to be examiniad; wou'd uſe this \Ex- 

prefſian, - don't examine. into Matters, bit 
Gefreve, -' aud,thy Fatth will infallibly ſave 
thee; aud word. frequently Jay mith av 
Air of affefied Gravity, that the, Wiſdon 

of this World is very dangerous, and miſe 
—_—_— bat Folly is 8 moſt admirable and 
| - dſeful Thing : 

To = I ſims, that if, all Men 
cou*d wa crgren leaye the Conceras 
of Life, and had Leifure and Inclina- 
tion to bend their Minds to the Is, wit 


of 00 


ther. Things OR. are nt w, 
liver'd, and vary with the Sandtio: 
of. & 4.42, are. ngc more. Aa and 

To: atrended 
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attended-with' greater 'Obſcurity; than 
many ofthe Opiniohs which are-ad+ | 


_ vatied-and maititain'd by" the: Philo(o- 


phers themſelves. But if! the Method 
whiet!: 1 amy aad _—_ 
"recom! OMmMM n z VE impract | icabley: L. 
by*Reaſon of: Men's:natural Se 
ties; /who,” for the:moſt«Part, -are- very 
unfit-to-apply: their-Minds to Learn- 
ing,” and” partly by 'Reaſen of-the + ae- 
ceflary and unavoidable Cares which 
attend Humane Life, what better Way 
cowdany one have/contriv*d, and tak*a; 
more ſuited to the. Geaius, - and qut- - 
ward Circumſtances: of» the common 
People, than that which our! Bleſſed S4- 
viour took, for the Converſion of. a 
degenerate World? And as for the vaſt 
Numbers of Perſons, who have left 
thoſe horrid Debaucheries, "in which 
they formerly wallow'd, and have pro- 
feſs'd to embrace the Chriitian Religion, 
I ask, which of the two Merhads con- 
duces moſt to their -Advantage, and 
has the'-maſt natural and remarkable 
Tendency to. the general Benefit of ghe 
Humane: Race, to reform” their Man- 
ners,-from-a Senſe of .thoſe moſt grie- 
vous 'Torments , - which the jult Go 
will be, as it were, .conſtrain'd to in- 
fli&/-upon the wicked, and of that 
bright and maſly, Crowa, which waits | 
far the Righteous, , and which Pac 
1 


ION 


rh fn 
; T, | er'00-dcker Ee Oo 


fl Love of God therefore , in 


3 DE - GHAr XT, 
Y ms " , 
g his-Son into the: World, 
v7 ls appear, 'in'accom- 
ft 


ro the-' Circum- 


75-4 Humane Life, that' ſo the 


Got i mi ght” be. of more general 


Advantage to 'the'World, and this is 
none' of the leaft Powerful Arguments, 
to prove chat” our Bleſſed Saviokr __ 


905 I From 
ther, who Brpatborery byes 
fandpof Perſons from ſpiritual;and'more 
_ erous Diſtempers, has improv'd the 


| of 'itheir Minds./ar IG da 
with em, to depend upon Will 
'aad'/ Providence -of | 


incur his'juſt aid fevere: Diſpicefore, 
by "Thoaghe't Word, 'or Deed; and 
Ties are continually 
making ſuch @ 'Stir; about our! | 
Things on Truſt, 'T an{wer,'that we 
who ſee plainly, 'and have found the 
valt' Advantage; that the common. 
Sort 'of People do manifeMly,”'and fre- | 
quently reap” thereby, who' 4 
by far the greater Number, ay, | 
We, -who are {o well advis'd' of theſe : 
Things, do profeſſedly teach' rem to | 
believe, without's ſevere Examination, 
who'can't negle&' their worldly' Bu- 
ſineſs, - and re ' Time enough, -to 
make long ard exaQt Enquirtes/jnto the 
Grounds of our! Holy Religion. Pak 
: ja 


hes TOE EE OO OO” 
genes DEALT 


(yz  CNAT 26 -has pitch'd,on 
net h; he erhod? For he d@$n't 
ſtay *call he has. heard, and. weightd 
the. Agents tet: may be bropght 
ſo/am: bl chpole.-49. be.a Steich, Pla- 
rang, Paripatoich, os, Epicurean Philo- 

ſopbey gr the like, For, "tis. by a cer- 


ra ————_— 


7 


ſe, in-wiich Reaſon. is-Jittle 
; -_ _ AL be: congern'd, - that the:Pre- 
 ferenge,15 Feguendly, given to the Stoick 


Philoſophy, for Iaitance, agd. the-Ple- 
ronichk; _ eſpis'd, as being .lefs ſublime 
than.the-r and the ./ eripatetich, as 


giving-$00 goae an: Indulgence to hu- 
mane Fraulty, ancd.. zepreſenting, *more 
than any. other Set, Sq Things to 
be .truly;: 'good, which are generally , 

but yery..unjuſtly, reputed ro be ſo, 
And :there- are- ſome, who. being as 
it were; thunder-ſtruck, at the,very 
mention-.of an. over-ruling Providence, 
by reaſqg. of its. unequal DOR 
of 


CY CC mBBQg ARM r= mnMA9*", A kw, .H4 6. A ie 6 


dy =» 


MAYO 3 © 


In LO 2.60 mi 59 


a ISI 
: x es 3 Ea 2. Tb ASTK 
£ 4 DEELEE TEENS 
- 


$233, * He ES: . bY TY; 
4 XC) / ob 7 " $ 
2s . p 
: 
. » % 


its -Favours,' as they imagine , do-raſhly 
deny. that there 1s any ſuch Thing, 
and- fondly embrace the corrupt and 
wild Notions of Epricurus. If, there- 
fore, according to the DiQates of Rea- 
ſon, we muſt joyn our ſelves to ſome 
Se& of Philoſophers or other, either 
among the Greeks or Barbarians, with- 
out weighing al] the Arguments. which 
may be brought on either Side.; .how 
much more juſt and reaſonable is it, 
that we ſhou'd believe him who is 
GOD over all, and our Bleſſed Saviour, 
who teaches, that this God «lone is to 
be wyriipgd , and that we fhou'd 
raiſe our Minds above thoſe Things, 
which can hardly be faid to thave'a 
true Exiſtence, or at beſt are very im- 
proper Obje&s of Divine Adoration ? 

*Tis-true, that only one, who makes 
Uſe of Reaſor and: ſevere Study in exa- 
mining the Principles he holds, is ca- 
pable ofebuilding his Faith on rational 
Demonſtr ation. 

But ſince we are forc'd to take 
many 'Things on Truſt, ev'n in the 
moſt common and neceſſary Aﬀairs of 
Humane Life, is it not highly agree- 
able to the DiCtates of ſoud Reaſon, 
that we ſhou'd immediately and firmly 
believe in God, and in fim alone ? 
Who is there that goes by Sea, marries, 
performs the he AQ, or ſow, 
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his 
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goes by Sea, or is employ'd in any 
worldly Aﬀair, Ifay, how much more fa 


Reafon is there for ſuch a One, to fo 
place his' entire Confidence in God, A 
the glorious Creator of the ſpacious fo 
Univerſe, and in our Bleſſed Saviour, hn 
who id his infinite Wiſdom, thoughr 6: 


it fit to recommend his excellent Do- 
Arine to the Whole habitable World, 
by ſuffering for Mankind Hot only 
cruel Perſecutions; but alſo a Death, 
which in ſome Sence, was highly 'ig- 
nominious, and by his own moſt He- 
_ roick Example, at once taught and 
encourag*d the: firſt Publiſhers of the 
Golpel- boldly to encounter the great- 
eſt Difficulries, and the moſt apparent 
Dangers, if *they "might but be honou- 
rably and happily ialtrumental to fave 
precious and - ummortal Souls. 
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THEN Celſſ fays, If they wil re> 


turn 4 ſolid Anſwer to ſome perti> . 


went Queſtions, which I ſhall | fairly pre» 
poſe to *em ( mot as if 1 were unac- 
wainted with the Opinions,' which they 
ld, but becawſe I love to cheriſh ihe 
tender Concern, which I naturally have 


for the Good of Mankind in' general ) 
twill be very well, But if they refuſe 


fo comply with this oy reaſonable, and 
highly neceſſary Requeſt which 1' make to 
mm, and run into their Common Car, 
and ſay, Don't examine into Matters, 
but believe ; ſare "tis fit at leaſt, that 
they ſhowd be ſo civil, as to tell me what 
Netions they adwance, and whence their 
Original was derin'd. 

o which I anſwer, that. thoſe 


Words, Not as if 1 were anacquainted 


with the Opinions which they hold ; 
do not a little favour of. his uſual 

Preſumption. | 
For if he had read the Prophets, 
which are full. of very obſcure Hiats, 
myſtical Repreſentations, and Expreſ- 
lions, that every One don't eaſily, or 
E 2 per-. 
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zerhaps "tolerably underſtand}, and if 
# had carefully, and candidly read 
the [Parables, . that are. ſcattered. Ip 
and down in the Goſpels, . and thoſe 


Parts of Scripture, which contain the 


of 


"Jewiſh Law and Hiſtory, hd if hav- 
'1ng read the Writings of the Apoſtles 
without'a TinEture of Prejudice, he 
had pur himſelf in a'Capacity '>f tin- 
derſtanding- their (genuine Meaning , 
-and full Defign , he wou'da't,, with 
ſuch 'an- Air of Confidence, have 


boaſted'," that. he was perfeRly -ac- 


-quainted: with all the Opinions which 
*the Chriſtians hold: 


For :no Divine, ev*n among. our : 


"ſelves, whoſe conſtant, laborious, 'and 


almoſt -entire Employment it's, "to be' 
"converſant -with- thoſe ſacred Writings, - 


do's dare'to talk with ſuch an {Air of 
Vanity. Nor-do any of 'usipretend-to 
'a_ perteCt -Acquaintance with the Opi- 
:nions of Plate, Ariſtotle, \Epituris, or 
the Sroicks, when ev*a they, who'have 
underta{n to interpret'the-Writings'df 
- theie. famous Philoſophers, ''are fo un- 
happy. as-to+ differ amone "themſelves, 
. and quarrel with cach other. 
Bur perhaps 'Celſus might borrow this 
boid Expreſſhon from totrie/ ignorant 
- People, who were nor ſenſible, that in- 
deed they-knew nothing at all, and Pin 
apt to think, 'that 'theſe' were 'the 'pro- 


found 
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<A. 


found DoQtors, if the Truth was known, 
to whom he's indebted for that compre- 
henfive Knowledge, of which he makes 
his Boaſt. 

And to .pe, he ſeems to dy juſt like 
one, who travelling-into Fyypt ( where 
the learned Clergy talk very Philo- 
ſophically Cen their ſacred Rites, 
but the common People are wonder- 
ully pleag'd with hearing ſome dark 
Fables related to %em, the rational Ac- 
count of which: they dowc/in' the leaſt 
underſtand”) do's immediately hereupog 
zmagine, that he's perfeHly acquainted 
with the Learaing and Religion of the 
Egyptians, tho? he pever convers'd in 
a familiar manner, with any of their 
Priefts, or with voy Tires that, ex- 
plain'd to him what is fignify'd by 
their myſterious Hieroglyphieks. And 
what I have faid of the ReNprians, may 
as' well be ſaid of the Perſians, Sy, 
rians, Indians, and all other Nations 
that veil their Religion, as it were, 


! 


Ceremquies. 


_ with ſignificant, but yery mylterioys 
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Origen againſt Celſius. G69 | 
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U.T fince Celſus has laid this 
| down as one of the Maxims of 
the Chriſtizns,, that the Wiſdom af 
this World is very. dangerous and mif- 
chievous:; but Folly is a moſt admi- 

rable and uſeful Thing - I anſwer, he 
, don't fairly repreſeat the Words. of 

| the Apoſtle Paz/, which run after the 
- x Cor. iii following, Manner, If any Man among 
V. v8. y0u ſeems to be wiſe is this World, let 
him become. & Fool that he may be wiſe, 

for the Wiſdom of this World is Foal: 
'neſs with God. nh 
He don't ſimply ſay, that Wiſdom 
i Fooliſhneſs with God, but prudeatly 
confines his Diſcourſe to the: Wiſdom of 
ous World, and don't ſimply fay, Ifany 
n among you ſeems to be wiſe, let 
him immediately become a Fool ; but If 
any Man among you ſeems to be wiſe in 
this World, let him become 4 Fool, that 

he may be wife. | 
' By the Wiſdom of this World, 1 un- 
derftand that vai 4 egos , ina com- 
parative Sence , whic he Scripture 
do's 
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itly, {o- equencly, and-ſo {c- 


do's ſo juſtl 
| yerely.. condemn; ... And io; Eolly..is- 2 
— | mott admirable and uſeful. Thing, nor 
| ſtrictly conſider?d,. but in this. limited - | 
ence, when. Perſon becomes. a Fool 
in the Eſteem, of this vain and. dege- 
nerate World. © | AR 4 
; -Tis, guſt: che lame. Thing, as if any 
his one thou'd fay, that, the Plaronicks, wha 
of FF - believe; the Imaiortalicy .of the. Soul, 
of | jute Dottrng of ins Tranlyigration 
if- have ;embrac'd_ ridiculous Opinions ; 
Ui that is, they are ſuch in-the Judgment 
he of: the S:0icks, who-endeavour tqovery 
af 7 throw it, and of the Peripatericks,..who 
ne * 4nſult over. P/ato,;ay if he: were a Mad; 


T4 mag, and of the Epicareans, who -re- 
ef proach them that. believe a God, and . 
7 an. over-ruling Providence, as - bein 

_ the ynhappy Authors of all the wil 


Superſtition, that was ever brought 
7 aato. the World. 7 
y And if there were Occaſion, I cou'd 
f make it appear, that tho? *ris much 
y better for them, who have Opportu- 
t nity, and Capacity, ta build their Faith 
f on rational and convincing Argumeats, 
1 than to take Things on Truſt ; F vas 
; our Blefſed Saviour wou'd have Perſons 

of mean Capacities, and under ſome 

peculiar Circumſtances, to believe with- 

out 4 ſevere Examination, ſince other- 
Wiſe we can't ſuppoſe, that the Goſpel 
PL | "4 * * wou'd 


Fe 8 OR. I INY 


x Cor, i 


ex Cor. 1. 
V. 25. o& bh , Fo the Jews « Stumibli 


wou'd of any Adrams e to em. 
So *much is intimated t. Paul in 


i. the: following Wo that in the 
Fo #6 Wiſdom ' of God , Ling orld, by Wiſdom 


knew "not God , it pleas'd Gol by the 
Feoliſpneſs of Preaching to ſave them that 


elieve. 

Hence it is plain, that in the Wiſdom 
of God the World ought to have known 
him, and becauſe they fo groſly faiPd 


herein ,; 4t read] God to fave them 
who bieve in the micgs 1 nge= ONS; 
viz." By-the Pre Do&rine, 
which *was Fong in " the Judg- 
metits of 'maniy thouſands, ev*n of ju- 
Hſe: and learned Perſoas, St _ 

was not ignorant en 

ugd thefe Words, We pre 2tif 


ani "to the Greeks Foolifhneſs 
but 'to' them who believe, both Jews lad 
Greeks, the Wijow of God, und the 
Power ; God, 
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ſeveral 'Nations who. agree in 
their Opinions, and (I kngw not far 
what Reaſon) leaves out the Jews, 
as if they held none, that did” bear 
the leaft Reſemblance with thoſe which 
the reft of the World maintain'd, I 
wau'd ask him, why he believes the 
Accquats which ate giv*a by the Hiſto» , 
rians, both among the Geeks and Bar- 
barians, and disbelieves what is fre- 
wweatly, and credibly related in the 
ewiſþ. Hiſtory. 


 Fgrifall other Hiſtorians have giv'a 
a faithful Account of the Antiquities 
x the my arm ou OY they 

rung, W ou'd the Jews riters 
"a hs caly Perſons 24 the Noda 
ſuſpeFed of groſs Deceit ? And if 
Moſes and the Prophets have ſaid many 
Things in Favour of the Jews, may not 


” 


: \ 'N'D fince Cetfus has reckon'd up 


% 


the _ ſameThing be charg'd upon all, 
or far.the greateſt Part of prophane Hi- 
ſtorians: Muſt we give Credit to the 
Annals of the Egyprians, which repre- 

LR” ” , = 


LE-£ 
Eo 


| 


| 


cople, "agd xi —_ ll-chat the 
Jews ſay againſt the. \ Egyptians, viz.. That 

they treated *em in a moſt barbarous 
Manner, and for that. Reaſon were 
juſtly and/ſeverel ganii'd 'by by God, 
15 2 ridiculous Fable. I might ſay the 
ſame Thing of the > 49%. who, if 
we may. belieye ther own Hibpriggs 


were Anclent! gd in long a 
bloody Wars ith? thoſe o the Jewiſh 
N albh | na the Jewiſh Writers ( for 


haps T ſhou'd be thought to-ſp: 
rom IH ke » if I ſhou'd call ;*em 
Prophets }-make_ frequent Mention” of 
their Wars with Ne 


/ "to 
JOS.) ar when he Ray 
belies ſome Nations to be extreamly 
wiſe, and” highly efteems their Hiſto- 
ries, as being entirely anthentick,: and 
condemns thoſe. of other Nations ag 
__ Galle, and Yoid ey'a of common 
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Obſerve his Words, 
"TT'I1S ar Opinion, ſays he, that is 
generally receiy'd by the Antients, 
in which not only ſome few wiſe Men, 
but entire Nations, and thoſe not a little 
remarkable for Sence and Learning, have 
. readily and unanimouſly agreed. 

He took ſpecial . Care not. to reckon 
the Jews among the wiſe Nations of 
the World, as if they were vaſtly infe- 
rior in reſpet of Wiſdom to the Egyp- 
rians, Aſſyrians, Indians, Perſians, 4A 
Samothracians, and the Eleaſinii.  _ 

But how much do's Numerivs the 
Pythagorean deſerve to be prefer'd be- 
fore him, who has made his Name 
immortal by his uncommon Eloquence 
has tak'n ſuch Care in his impartia 
Enquiries into Truth, and heap'd up 
ſo many good Authorities to coahrm 
his excellent and elaborate Notions ? 
This learned Author in his Book ve? 
x eye957 ſpeaking of thoſe Nations, that 
held God to be incorporeal, has rec- 
kon'd the Jews among em. He. alſq 
Fo ik | makes 
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makes mention of ſome Paſſages in 
the Writings of the Prophets, which 
he takes in an Allegorical Sence. 
"Tis reported alſo, that Hermippns 
in his frſt bl k eg rauo267 Þv ,acquaints 
us, that 'Pythagoras borrow'd his Phi- 
Jolophy from the Jews, and taught it 
to the Greeks, and there. 15 extant 


| Hecatews's Hiſtory of the Fews, wherein 


| 


he do's fo highly commend the Wiſdom 
of that People, that Herenniws Philo in 
2 Book, that he has writ concernin 
**m, ſeems inclin'd to think it ſpurious, 
and afterwards fays, that if it be really 
genuine, tis probable, he was inwardly 
a Convert to the Religion which they 
profeſs. | 
But TI wonder in my Heart how it 
COMes to pals, that Celſ# ſhou'd reckon 
up-the Oary/e, Samathracians, Eleuſinit, 
and Hyperborzi, as being famous at ance 
for their Wiſdom, and Antiquity, and 
make no mention of the Jews, for the 
Egyptians, Phaenicians, and Greeks, do 
by their own Hiſtory, give ſufficient 
and ample Teſtimony to the Antiquit 
of thac People, which, I thought, *twas 
needleſs for me to yce. For any 
one, that reads Foſephws's two Rooks 
of the Jewiſh Antiquities, may ſee there 
a long Catalogue of Authors, who 
confirm the Truth of this Matter by 
their concurringTeſtimony. And Fr, 
q ahhcd.- + Saris a 
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"(vs © ſt C Pay 
who writ after him, has-made a learned 
gant avainſt the Gepriles, Whetein 
he quotes abundance of Authors, who 
have writ concerning the Antiquity of 
the Jews, atid of Moſes inn particular. 
So that Cel/zs. ſeeriis fo me to ow 
at this extravagatit Rate, rather fi Fog 
emplacable Ma alice, than out of Zea 
.-- Tritth, defigning to reproach the 
Chriſt Keligign {which has id do 
a Cortnettion ) wit hon of the Few; 
Nati6n) on the Account of its Ori- 
ginal, "which he ſuppoſes 'to be late 
and inean. And he fays, that the 
Galattophagi of Homer, the Druids of 
the Gaals, and'the Gere (who: agreed 
with the Jews in ſome Opinions, but 
tave no Writings exrant, that T know 
of /) are remarkable for their Wiſdom 
and Antiquity. Bur 'he levels all his 
Malice at the Jews, and will neither 
allow em 'to be wiſe nor *ancient. 
Then giving us a Catalogue of wiſe 
and* ancient Perſons, who were uſeful 
to-their Contemporaries by their brighr 
E PR, and to Poſterity by their ad- 
mirable Writings, he has purpoſely 
left Moſes out of the Number of Mea 
remarkable for their Wiſdom, tho? 
Linus, who is put at the Head of *em, 
"has' ft behind him no Laws, ' nor 
Books, for the Regulation of S0- 
cieties, or Reformation of Manners, 
whereas 
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whereas Moſes's Laws are diligently 
obſerv'd by an entire and populous 
. Nation, by whoſe Means they have 
been diffus'd, . almoſt - thro? the whole 
habicabls Word. Sh. 

” Take Notice therefore, of the unac- 
countable Malice by which Celfes is 
aQed, who ſays nothing of Myfes, but 
"mentions Lins, Muſeus, Orphews, Phe- 
'recyaes, Zoroaſter the Perſian, and Pytha- 


Lore, with abundance of Honour, as 
having giv'n' wiſe and wholeſom Pre- 
"cepts'to Mankind, and fak'n prudent 
and due Care to tranſmit *em: to Poſte- 
Tity 'by their Writings, which ate- ex- 
'tant at this very Day. OED + 
And I ſuppoſe, he deſignedly omitted 
to ſpeak of the ridiculous Fables'( eſpe- 
cially in the Writings -of . Orphems ) 
Which attribute humane, and ev'n ex- 
orbitant Paſſions to their pretended 
Deities. 
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93 HEN he finds great Fault with 
the Moſaical Hittory, and can't 
bear, by any Means, that it ſhou'd 
- "be tak*a in an. Allegorical Seace, But 
one might ask this mighty Man ( who 
calls his Book by the Name of 4 Trae 
Relation ) how it comes to paſs, that 
he's able to diſcover the moſt pro- 
found Myſteries in the ſtrange Acci- 
dents, which according --to his own 
admir'd Poets aad Philoſophers, have 
befalPn his Gods and Goddeſſes, which 
have been polluted with Inceſt, have 
contended with their Fathers and made 
**m Emunuchs, and done many immo- 
deft Attions of the like Nature ( which 

ight be meation'd, if Occaſion of- 
fer'd ) but when Moſes don't fay any 
Thing that is comparable to this, of 
the great God whom he ador'd, or 
of the Angels, or of Men {for he don't 
repreſent ev*n"them, as making ſuch 
a bold Attempt as that of Saturz 
againſt his Pather, or that of Jupiter 
againſt Sa/ury, or that of the Inceſt, 
which 
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Mea committed with his Daughter ) 
Celſs treats ev'a the famous Lawgiver 
of the Fews, as a notorious and ſhameful 
Impoſtor, and takes the Pe: ple, who 
are govari'd by his. Laws toibe weak, 


and  extteamly ads.” Hero be 


ſeems to me to act like Threſymachus 
in Pls, who will not ſuffer Socrgtes 
to ſtate'his Notion of Juſtice, but ſays, 
Have a Cart how you $72 that Expediency, 
or Decency, or any Juch lag Feb th 
For . reproaching , 

Moſeick Hiſtory, and yep 
ſeverely, who take it in an Alle bar 
Sence, tho” he acknowledges, that of 
the two they are-more pardonable, 
than they who literally -interpret- 1t.; 
and. having. form'd his Acculation /to 
his Miad, he wou'd deny us be. juſt 


Liberty of openly chang own Apo y Pali 
B any Þ 
Ty s Cauſe, 4 


who ma ns his 
Auth as by , ay ad 
dreſs our eaves © tim fter..the fo 

lowin ing. Manner, Pray Sir, be Nfeas's 
to produce the Poems. Eh ere, Writ 
by Lins, Malews,. and Orphens,. an 
the Hiſtory which was _publiſt'd/by 

Pherecydes, and compare . *<m 1 ape 
Laws -which Moſes gave to the Jewijb 
Nation ;, Examine which haye the 


greateſt , -and moſt . general Influence 
| On 


ade eter 


-_ 


Shes of 'Men, "and 7 Ir march 
"tonfider how few oft ge 
-chofe celebrared Ab inch you 
have. reckon'd up, Rat 4 ble 
-EffeR, eſpecially bn the cor le, 
 Tince, 1ccordin ro your own no Pops hs 
they were deſign for them, 'who w 
& ible "of underſtanding -: Allegorith ES: 
ereas Moſes ated” tlie” Pare” of 2 
Skillf land Divine Oracor, * who makes 
uſe of Exprefſions'that' Ydgtit'6f ae: 
rent *Sences, ' neither giving the 
among the Jews a Handle tor the ſeatk 
aw py in their Morals, nor want- 
Matter for the ſublime Specula- 
Go of thoſe who are more judicious; 
learned, and inquiſitive. 
And 4 p'r/iee, I conjels; hat the 
Works: * 4 Poets, with all- their 
Wiſdom, are preſerv'd, what Service 
Toever they might do. the Fobkey 
Bui the Books 'bf Moſes have prevail” 
with ' them',”” whoſe Opinions and 
'Cuſtoms; afe vaſtly different from thoie 
hich obtain' among the Fewi/b Na- 
ion, to believe, that wick, to rhe 
Account he! gives, the Laws which-are 
contain'd'in %m; were givit him bi 
the great "God himſelf,'*the glorious 
-Creator of' the ſpacious Univerſe For 
*was- agreeable ro the Diftares of his 
infinite Wiſdom, that fince*it was his 


Will to give Laws. to the World, they, 
F thou'd 
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_ ſhou'd carry along with *<m that Force 


and Efficacy, without which *twas. im- 


poſſible far *emi. © readily, and fo unt- 
Ply to obtain. Jn 


- . 


This, ſay, not.cxamini 
what has ap immediate R 


tion to our 


Bleſſed Saviour; but conteating my ſelf 


with what relates ta Moſes, who, tho? 


he came: infinitely ſhort of che. Holy 
and Unſpotted JESUS, didwaſtly 


excel your molt Celebrated Heroes, 


whether” Poers, Hiſtorians, or Phila- 


—_ «ads. DM. 2M. St ns. date 
oy OW — ” 


Ca are XVIE. 


, Þ; H EN. Ce//s+ being; deſirous, and 

ev'n eager,.to.. calt an oblique 
Reflection upon the, Account, which 
Moſes 'gives of the Creation of the. 


- 


Warld, according ro whom it wants 


a great Deal of the . Duration of Ten 
thouſand Years, diſcovers himſelf, tho? 
he do's what he can, at the fame time, 
ro conceal, or diſſemble his Opinivn, 
9 be one of them, who hold the Lter- 
WEE the Marerial World, 


Any 


ar preſent, . 


a 4 i a PO — OO” IT 


baths. mln 


'Orizen againſt Crlj1. 

"Any judicious Perſon may juſtly; and 
eaſily infer this from that Paſſage of 
*his, There have been, ſays he, in all Apes 
"Few World, many Conflagrutions, and 


tons, the laſt of which was Deuse | 


*ealion”'s Flood, end thet is of no carly 
Date. EE Rook 

/ Let him therefore, eſpecially: fince 
he blames the Chriſtians, for noe build- 
ing their Fairh on rational and fol:d 
Grounds, acquaint me, what' Demon- 
frative Arguments do of Necefljty in- 
duce him to believe, rchat There - have 
been ſeveral Conflaprations and Inundations, 
and that Deucalion's was the lareft Flood, 
and Phactox's Conflagration the lateſt 
that ''has ever happen'd. And if he 


=—— 


Da — 


refers 'me to Plato's Dialognes concern- - 


ing thoſe Matters, T ſhall return him 


the following Anſwer, that we have 
Reaſon ro believe, that the virtuous 
and refin'd Sonl of Moſes, which was 
rais'd above all ſenſible.ObjeRts, an all 
created Beings, and had ics entire and 
firm Dependance upon God, was fil 
with the Holy Spirit, who enabPd him 
to' ſet Divine, Truths in a much clearer 
Light than Plato, or any of the ancieat 

Sages, whether Greeks or Barbartons. 
But perhaps he may demand of us, 
what rational Grourds we have for 
ſuch a- Belief as: this: If-fo, let him 
firſt giye us his Reaſons for: the Opi- 
F 2 19! 


27 10n, al 8 Hil anerras 
| ſoon. LL] Ith 

|abg Grounds, on which, Wy Eahan 
| ba Aﬀair..is. builx, tho? C4, 'L.jbut 
LO raks- Notice , , that ſorely x HK . his 

- Will hg Conteſgd.the,! 'Woarid was of 
Date, and;;nqt-.0 6, ure 


tiv j en.th alagd Years,” ® he 
7, ſe 7 ay a6 


leans '.t0. bury. in, *Oblivien : any 
hind Bwegts of oyc/ greater - 


HY. WE 

Wy 3 him, cher Peas "ſupport 

his. $ Ao 4 Hagratiogs 

Hons | bythe Au of 

who, in bis/Opi- 

nion,: Were! 0K NY, en that were 
ever, barn. into the Wor ſos .Foot- 
ſteps. of "whoſe pear che Wiſdom, may 
ag een... n their; paying. Divine,.Wor- 


Nh xhe Brolggl ts themſelves , 
hoſe, Very; Arguments, which 
icy eng: to. jultify. and. recommend 


the; Symbol £2, BY ally. that are. made | 

ule, of. in the Rzvicron. of their | 

Country, | 
'The Eeyptians forlooth, who endea- | 

vour .c0 give ſome- Colour of: Reaſon 

for Chair myſtical NOI, by #their 
heo- 


Theological Speculations, muſt 'paſs 


for Men of moſt admirable Wiſdom, 


but one, who in Obſervance of the 
Jewiſh Law, refers every Thing to the 
jo 4 ed GG 0 Dy of whomg:; andtbro\\ whom, 

ta whom are all Things ,' is more 
ignorant (if we .may give any heed 
to. Celſus;; /and i Men of his 3v \'s 
Principles,) than)they,” who .dogir only 


diſbogour, the Deity by. paying: diving, 


Adoration to. Creatures endy «with 
Reaſqn,; but.cy'p by PyingR rote 
which are inggimate,. under a-Pretence, 
of 'T know; not. what. imaginary ranſ- 
migration-of the-Soul, which they maker 
£0 deſcend from [Heav'n ,.; and. paſs: 
into. the Bruirs, -ev?a-into. thaſgiof: *Em, 

which are of the moſt ſavage and:cruel 

Diſpoſition 4b ft 4 ode ip bt 

*: Aqd4t ſeems the. Egypriars,. who lude 
their: Religion , under the ſacred, Veil 
of ſignificant, but, obſcure Figures; do. 
challenge fromus. the prafoundeft, Re+ 
verence, but Moſes. forfooth, who .has 

writ a faithful and uſeful: Hiſtory of 
the Fewiſp Nation, .and left ?em: whol+ 

ſome Laws for. the Regulation. of: their 

ConduQ, both in 'a private and pub- 

lick: Capacity, has only,: 1n the, Judg- 

ment: of Ce//us:,., and the Epicareans , 

amus'd *em with empty and ridiculous 

Fables, that will not admit, ey'n of an 

Allegorical Interpretation. ' ., Y 

TR ; F. £ Z | CHAP. 
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Gu ar.  XVIL 


HE N he ſays, That Moſes havs 
"ing borrow'd his Opinions from this 
we!/c and: eloquent People, meaning the 
Egyptians; yor himſelf 's prodigione and 
enactountable Nate. To Which I an- 
ſwer, that *tis no Wonder at all, if 


Moſes borrow'd fome Notions from the 


Wiſe Men that liv'd in Egypr before 


him, and introduc'd 'em, with fome- 


little Diffetence, or great Improvement 
among his Country-men the Fews. 

And without all doubr he deſerves 
to be blam'd ſeverely, if he has ad- 
vanc'd ſuch Notions as bear neither 


the CharaQters of Truth, nor Wiſdom, - 
bur if he has embrac'd and taught rthoſs 


Opinions, which, according to Celſws's 
own Confeſſion , are bork true, it 
"wiſe ; I can't conceive that he has done 


any Thing, whereby he might juſtly 
"near His Cenſure. Ho 
I wiſh, with all my Heart, that Epi- 


ewrus, and _— who do's not io 
direttiy, and fo groſly deny an over- 


ruling Providence as the other do's, *- 


4 fay, I wiſh, with all my Heart, that 
they 


mas ad Vans as on © mo oo, moe a6. fe. .& we a. ket af. 


a, eanm EW hos 5 wa. an —ft 


Origen againſt Celſo. 37 


they and the Srpicks, who hold that 
G6dkis corportal, ha#-been inſtruQted 
--jn thitt Heav'oly Doftrine, that was 
Relive d*by Mofes, that 'the World 
might not 10'thuch abound, as it do's, 
with Authors that abſolutely” deny a 
Providence, or confine it within very 
narrow Bounds, or introduce: a corpo- 
real and corruptible Principte, info- 
| much that the Sro/eks hold God him- 
ſelf to be nothing+ more-than Matrer, 
and are not aſham'd to acknowledge 
that he undergoes the various Changes 
/ to which Bodies are ſubjeR, or that it _ 
| he is (© happy as to be iacorruptible, 
*tis for no 17 Reaſon, but- becauſe 
there's no Obje& from without, thacr 
has any. Power to corrupt him. 
. But the Jewiſband Chn/tian Dottrine, 
which preſerve the pure Natureand Im- 
minability of God inviolable; iseſteem'd 
impious by Celſzs, becauſe 'ris'moit d:- 
retly repugnant to thoſe extravagant 
Notions, which greatly derogate trom 
the infinite Honour, that is due.to 
the Supream 'and Adorable "Majeſty, 
and teaches us when we addreſs "the 
Throne of Grace, to ſay, Lord, thox 71. cis. 
art always the ſame, and repreſents ": *7- 
God acquainting us, that he zever Aw. i;;, 
chang es. V.C 


gf: 
; F 4 Thea 


.Cel[zs, not Sondemaing Cir- 
lion, which is in.uſc among the 
ews,. lays, They borrow'd that Caftom 
roms. the. Egyptians, and gives greater 
Credit to' the latter than he does to 
Moſes, who aſſures us, that Abrabam 
was thie firſt Perſon, who brought Cir- 
cumciſion., into Uſe. And, Abraham's 
ame, and his great Familiarity with 
od, 4s. not. only. mention'd by Moſes 
to his Writings, but-alſo by the Megi- 
tans themſelves, who in the Formu- 
laries of their own horrid Devotion, have 
this Expreſſion, The. God of Abraham, 
ſignifying, thereby the, Intimacy, that 
there was between the great God him- 
ſelf, *and. this eminently-virtuous, and 
' . For 'tis on this Account: they per- 
form + their. Magical Operations 1n che 
Name of The God of Abrabam, tho':they 
are far from knowing who this Abraham 
was. The ſame may be ſaid of 1ſaxc, 
Facob, or Iſrael, which, tho? they are 
'Hebrew Names, are frequently made uſe 
of. by.. the . Eg1ptians themielves,, who 
ptgtend. Gat can do iprodigious, and 

culous Things by .the Help 

Fo; , i; | 3 OE 


nd 


- 


..£vV'n. mira 
_ bf Megich, 


* 


But 


2 
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 But/?tis.; not! my: Buſineſs/'atwpres 
ſeat, - to give 'any firtlier- Account of: 
Cireumeiſton, - which began - at + dbra- 
ham, and was aboliſh'd by our Bleſſed! 
Saviour. ... Ik bon” prof 

*Twill: be more-to my Purpoſe, to 
anſwer the ſeyere: Accuſations;; which 


Celſus brings againſt the Jewiſh . Reli- 


gion in general, who thinks he. gains 
is Point, and effetually overthrows 
Chriſtianity , - if he can /but make a 
ſucceſsful Attempt againſt. the 'Jewib 
Syfem, on; which the ' DoQtrine. of oar 
Saviour 1s acknowledg'd to be: moſt 
evidently built. - | 


- 
=nC LI 
—__ as | 
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H..E-N he ſays, That 4 Company 
of Men, that look'd after Sheep, and 
Goats being left to the Condatt of : Moſes, 
were ſo grofly deceivd by him, that he made 


*em believe, there was: no other God" but - 


one. TE | 

Let him * ſhow: therefore, ſiace he 
thinks: they did, without juſt: Cauſe, 
oppoſe the Worſhip of a Plurality of 
Gods,.I fay, let him ſhow, whether, 
T3 Sed 1 Tr £5 - ON; 
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ea: rational: Grounds; he can'eſtabliſh 
the Poltheiſm both of the Greeks and 
Barbarians. Eet him 'ſhow-the 'Sub« 
ſtance and Eſſence of 'Mnemoſyne, - on 
whom Jupiter begat the Muſes, or ' of 
Themis, 'on whom he 'begat' the Howrs, 
Let 'him _— the _ eNCE on the 
Graces, which are a s repteſented 
Naked. bj OS iT | 
' But Pm confident, he'll never be able 
To prove from :the Things themielves, 
that the Gods of the Greeks, which 
have Bodies artributed-to *em, *do+ de- 
ferve: the Name of 'Deitys, For' what 
Reaſon can be given, why: we {hou'd 
believe, that the Fables of the Greeks 
concerning their nded Deities, have 
any more Truth or 'Sence—contain'd 
in *em, than thoſe of the Egypriaxs, 
For Inſtance, whoſe Language 1s un- 
acquainted with Mxemoſyne, the Mo- 
ther of the Maſes, or Themis, the Mo- 
ther of the Hours, or Earynome, the 
Mother of the Graces, aad the like? 

What is there in all theſe empty FiQi- 
09s, -that deſerves to be compar'd with 
the Evidence, and Weight, which that 
one Argument, drawn from the entire 
Harmony. of the ſeemingly-claſhi 
Parts or fs ſpacious | Univerſe, do's 
carry- with it, to-prove the perſe&t 
Unity of God. 


For 
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For *tis impoſſible in the Nature 
of the Thing, that a Piece of. ſuch 
Divine Architefare, all the Parts of 
which (ow numerous foever, and 
how diftant, and different ſoever from 
each other they may. be) have fo ad- 
mirable an Agreement, and fo mani- 
feſt, direQ, and conſtant a Subſerviency 
to the Advantage and. Ornament of 


the whole, ſhou'd be made. by ſeveral - 


Hands, as: *tis not rational to think, 
that the Motions of the Heavenly 
Bodies are caus'd by ſeveral 'Souls, 
ſince there's' no Need of any more 
than one, which making the vaſt Ex- 
panſam to move from Eaſt to Weſt, con- 
tains wichin it ſelf all thoſe lower 
Things, which, tho* they are not in 
themſelves compleat, do nevertheleſs 
conduce to the wonderful Harmony, 
and by Conſequence the ſurprizing 
Perfection of the Univerſe. For every 
Thing which is circumſcrib'd by the 
World is a Part belonging to it, but 
God is not properly a Part of any 
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whole, of what Kind ſoever it may | 


be,. For Abſc/ate Perfedtion is inſepar- 
able from the Nature of God, whereas 
all the Parts of the Univerſe, how 
agreably foever. they may ſtrike upon 
our - wondering Senſes, :and entertain 
ev'n our Nobler Powers, are naturally, 
evidently, and in a'comparative Senle, 

| very 
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'Srolly imperfe@;" and if we carty 


ve 


" \ 


hips We Thall' find; that us Gol is:nor 
apart of 'the Uyiverſe : {of neither - 
if Propriety, and'Striftne(s. of Speech, 


_ catthe be'call'd a whole, fince we muſt . 


unzvoidably ſuppoſe a whole to be 
composd of Parts; and at kaſt, *cis 
moſt *highly irrational to think,” that 
the great God has' Parts, any one of 
which' has not an equal Virtue, and 

beaity- with the ' rett. | | 
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FT'HEN Celſus fays, That theſe Men 
A. who look'd after Sheep, and Goats, 
ere unhappily prevaiÞd- with to believe 

here was 10 Mt God but one, whether 

they cad him the Moſt High, or Adonai, 
or-the Majeſty of Heav*n, wr Sabaoth, 
or_ whether they were pleas'd to give any 
otbert Name to. the'World, which was the 

Boundary. of their real Knowledge. | 
He ata Fs wo preat Matter by'what 

Name the great God be call'd; whether 


with the” Greeks they call him” Fapiter, 
Y with the Indians, or Egyptians, celf 
4+ pix Mie f 


him I any other Name: 
bm BJ ay 
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{1 To. which -L;ioffwer, hatcthis Dif. 
courſe -of his dok datu and onr- 


'axyoidably lead me:to: a. diffifule>unt! . 


-impottant : Queftibn;; concerning 7ithe 
ee Mining hey. depere ws 
ft) thinks thay: | leatin 
-or Danian and. Choice,rabfurks- 
her; according! to: the :Opinion-ofi the 
Mietwly 16rd in. darure; North 
on V 110: 111" £ - {NOT US! DC 
pra T a-ni'd on.the Model .of:T hi 
abemſelves, if :Ioutation :off which 
Names,; andthe :Elemeats: :of'- Eqymo- 
ogy "were happily mtroduc'd tato-the 
World, .or whether,.as Epicanis thi 
who differs from:the Szozaks, they have 
heir:Foundationipartly laid in Nature, 
and are partly owing to Accident;'and 
Coantrivance, the --firtt Men having. un- 
defignedly affix'd; ſich ando fychuarti- 
_ culate, Sounds to:ſneh and ſuch:Ohj 
of which 'they:; had form*d;-andwou? 
convey an Idea. vi 40 _fÞ:7 
If therefore, I. can make it'' appear; 

—__ Names mow a —_— and 
by conſequence an inſeparable: | 
(lack as the Waſe Magus thelPy- 
ſans,: or the Brarhmans, or Samanei of 
the [ndiaps, or: the: Wiſe Men.ofiany 
other Nations [do' conſtantly-'make yo 
of ) and; if! I:;can-prove, -that ithe Arr 
whictr is. commonly callid by-the'Name 


Re  nY 


of: Magick is' ner; ab/olutely.nncongraous k 
» 4 we 
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ys —_ c;. 
to Reaſon, as the Followers of Arifotle 
and cars think it'is, ory whictcvr 
Rules,  as/they-. that are skill'd 
init do: know, and can' caſily _— 
ſtrate, Iſay, if Tcan make this appear, 
think, 7: ach then ſafely affirm; 1" 
the Name Sabavrh;' Adonai, and other 
dy for which- the Jews have'fo 
'a Veneration, were not'"d6- 
iign'd to ;denominate any created: Be- 
ings, ..much-lefs- thoſe of an' inferiour 
Order, but do contain :fome ſacred. 
fer), * which has an immediate 'Re! 
reace-to the great and adorable Crea- 
tor: of the: Univerſe. Theſe .Names 
therefore, bave an Efficacy, when they 


are duly. Ana by ney Perſon 


whatſoever. 
. There ars other Names,: whict, 
being / -pronounc'd - in - the Egyptian 
/are prevalent with certain 
emans, whoſe Power is limited to 
ſuch or ach a Sphere, -and others, 
which: being pronounc'd' in the Per- 


ſian; Language, are: prevalent with 


And I might inſtance in ſeveral 


Cu __ the World; that uſe other 


ing *em'in very different 


rn a ap we ſhall that- the 
terreſtrial Demons, which- have parci- 
cular Places aſlign'd *em, have Names 
: giv 'Q ts according to the 5 


which 


Y 


ov 5 5 h#''s & Fai ; ous wy 


hed _wGC k 4 


Qr« In | 
which-rhe.. wear ok ſpeak. Any Mac 'Man 


of- Sence ither ' eQe: Wou? 
thas;; beſtows: - the leaſt. Thought 
gn this important. Subje&,' will ſcraple 


_ - 10: make. uſe of Names foreign 20" the 
Things which i ary dans 7: leaft he 


ſhou'd:;unawares, of the ſame 
Tung with :them ;; yr uſe fuck im- 
roper and harſh, "Expre {lions concern- 
ing God- himfclf,- "wth they: don't ar 
all ſtick-ro: give him the alk, oo A ne = 
Appellation of inanimate Matter; 


ruqinto/the Error: of:thofe- anbarey 


Periogs, who. greatly: derogate' from 
the infhnite: Honour whieh' is. Cue to 
the ſupream and original Cauſe, _ 
diſparage true Virtue,. and Pi 
miſ-applying the Sacred Name ery by fg 
muns Boxum, to alittle glittering, but 
periſhbing Duſt, or a: happy Conſtitution . 
of Body; or that -whigh is falſely, bur 
£00 One Ser 4 an | Honourable 
Þeſceat, ,.\Princely,' or Royal 


Blood. And "Turely the Danger 'of 29 


mulapplying the Name: of the Areful 
Myjelty * Heav'n, oc: the Chi f Goon, 
is 3g ual tro'thar of 
the - ated ames;;:which = us SA 
in Megick.and have a Myſtical' Senes, 
and, giving- the /Names' of Supetiour | 
Powers: $0_infernal ' Spirits, and onthe 
contrary , ithole of inferga). Spirits: td. 
guperivur. Powers, I 


r . I, : - \ + : 2. ( 
; 
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We __ not ſay;'; that-at eery men 
tion! of! Japiter::is unde he Son 
of: eSathir, we" Rhe ed the 'Husband - of 
Faho,, the ..Brather: of: Neptayej the: Fa- 


ther of; Minerva;;:and :(Diazc,oand' the: 


Perſoni that committed Jnceft with his 
Daughter, adr.i.need. I: .fay,-that at 
the mention of- i ory Rood 
theSon ..of.!Fzgirtr, i and Larovs, 'the 


Brother, of Dienz;' and! Brother: Mer- 


vip by:the Fathers fide, or,need I ſpeak 
y. other 'Things'that were celpted 
by, ths. Ancient; Heroes! (whoerti':Celſac 
with. 16: much Honoor ,erume- 
xatedy or :.contaird .1n: thei: old; and 
admir'd Tip of the: Jearned 
Greeks... ; 
0 how-. cames' it ;to': wiſh that 
iter is: cal*dias: he is, .and-that the 
oy of 'Satorm and Riva the 
- that's :\given - _ =. 
i0n- ; may. [properly ''enough 
A Sﬆ&'d, concetining:the. c6'6f Ee Rif- 
taff.of che Hearhew':Gods.\ 1 +i-* 
F a\ This: Confideration, I think,” has a 
manifeſt.'Te to favour; aig Juſti- 


$3 mn Practice:ofcrhoſe'' Petſons, ' who 


Far: fame ,niyſtical-but ſolid Reaſon 
for-,;pſiog; : the - Subadth;,"or A- 
Jayaiz; and: ſome:;dther' Names ; when 
hep: Spcak of i@D D, - lince-they who 
aundenſtand - any:;i Fhing of « the '-true 
Nature of Names, will { eafily-find 
[ that 
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that ſome ſacred Myſtery is veiPd un-< 
der the Names. whicli are_giv*a- to 
the Angels; one of whom is calld Mz- 
chael, another Gabrie/, and another Ras 
hael, .cach having a Name -ithx'd to 
tim by the "Father of Spifirs, agree- 
able to tte Nature, and Extent ot chat 
honourable Work, in. which his grear 
Creator has thought fir-to. etaploy: 1t.nr: 


And the Virtue Which , accompa- 


nied rhe Pronunciation of our. Saviour's 
Name, and by which cruel and: obſti- 
nate Dzmons were frequently; and pubs 
lickly ,difpoſſeſ9d both of the Minds 
and" Bodies of, Men, mult, -I think, be 


reſolv'd, #t teaft ip ſome Mealure; in 


to the narural Efficacy of Names. | E 
fmght add one Thing here, and: chat. 


i5 this, that they. who are. skill'd iu 


Ehchantments, tell usythat if rhey make 


aſe of ſuch and ſuch Words inthe Ori- 


ginal Language, the End propos'd wilt 


certainly he obtain'd, bur if the very. 


fime Words be chang'd; and others be 
made uſe of; which convey, the very; 
ſame Idee, rhey will immediately, and 
ftrangely toſe their extraordinary, Virtue, 
| So that the Power which zlrey have, 
fs not owing to'rhe Things, of, whicli 
they dre the external Signs, but ro cer- 
tain «zknown Properties, that belong, to 
the Names themſelves; 
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T* HIS 'may ſerve as. an Apology. 

 - for the Chriſtians, who willingly, 
a ev'q* rriumphantly embrace Death 
it ſelf in-the moſt horrid Shapes, ra- 
ther than call God by the Name. of 
Japiter,' "whatever Intention or Mental 
Reſervation. they might have, or gre 
him: thoſe - Names which are us'd 1a 
the Languages, and adapted to.:the 
Religions of other Countries. For ei- 
ther they*call him by the general Name 


as theſe upon him, The Creator of the 
World, the Former 'of Heav'n and Earth, 
or might expre66 themſelves by the fol- 
lowing |'Periphraſis, ' He who. has ſent 
ſome ' wiſe” and wirtuow Men into the 
World, whoſe Names being honourably 
blended wirh his own have.s ſtrange and 
- ev'n miraculous Power, 
Here T might eater into a. long, Diſ- 
_ courle, i' Oppoſition to them, who ca- 
gerly contend*for the promiſcuous Uſe 
ot th: moſt ſacred Names. 


o 


For 
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of God,' or they bettow ſuch Epithers. 
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For if P/aro be ſo much, and: not 
undeſervedly commended, who bripgs 
in.a_Perſon..upon, Philebar's calling 
Pleaſare:a Goddels, making, uſe of the 
following Expreſhon,. © For. my. part, 
& Protarchws, I have a profound Vencs 
« ration, ev'a for the Names of the 
« Gods, which. like 'themſelves, [ 
<« eſteery, ſacred and inviolable”; how 
much, more... ought Chriſtizns ro. bs 
commended, who make Conſcience 
of applying thoſe Names to God , 
which are unhappily, bur too: com- 
monly, borrow'd trom the empcy 
and ridiculous Fables of the Poets ? 
But fo much ot this Matcer for tle 


preſent. 


CHAP. XXII. 


"ET us now ſee how Celſas loads 
the Jews with Reproaches, whick 
dome well ſuit with his horrid Pre- 
ſamption, ih profefling that he. was 
perfeQly . acquainrei! with the Qpi- 


nions of the . Chriſtians, They .: give 

themſelves, ſays he, to the Worſorp 

of Angels, and to Magick, following 
G 3 


therein 
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Precepts of” their: celebrated © 


Moſes: ©. + | - | 
: Let him therefore, ſince he's ſo welt 
acquainted 'with the Fewiſþ and Chri- 
ftian DoErine, ſhew where there's any * 

'Precept/in all the Pextatench, that can 

- be brought in Pavour of Ange/-Wor- 

ſhip, kd? acquaint us how ?ris poſſible, 

chat Magick ſhou'd be in Vogue with 
a Nation ' that obſerves the Law ot. 
Moſes; Who has left the following 

Lev. xix Words upon Record, Regard wot them 
V. 3! that have ' familiar Spirits, neither ſeek 

after Wizards 'to be defiP4 by *em, 


- FY , \ 
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Cnae. XXII. 


2 bh HE N Cel/as undertakes to ſhew, 

at "tbe Jews by Yeaſon of their 
monitrous Io norance, tamely ſaffer'd them- 
ſelves to be led afide into great, and very 
petnitious Errors, © 

''F confeſs” this might with Juſtice 
have been alledg'4 againſt-the Jews, 
with refpe&'to their denying our Blel- 
ted Saviour to be the true Meſizh, who 
had the plain Teſlimonials of a Divine. 
Commiſhon, and was' fo Eye 

þ 
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J #1 Tx retype \ 
Dregen: againſt Celſus. 
and'fo evidently. foretold by their own 
"celebrated Prophets. | ey 
\ Bur not 'being defirous to entertain 
the leaſt Thovghr concerning that Mar- 
ter, which he kaew wowudiu't ferve'his 
Cauſe, he ſuppoſes the Fews to be moſt 


AAy.. 


Tor 
*% 


grolly deceiy*d, in a Caſe wherein the 


contrary is extreamly evident. 


Cauare XXIV. 


bl 


jovi thea what immediately re- 
lates to the Jews to another Qp- 
portunity, he enters into a Diſcourſe 
concerning our Bleſſed Saviour, as being 
the Head of an Vpftarr Sett, who from 
him are calPd by ths Name of Chriſtians, 


, He fays, That our Saviour appearing in 


the World, and introducing his Doftrine 
but a few Tears ago, was ( far what Rea- 
ſons he knows not ) tak'n by the Chri- 
ſtians for the Son of God, in a ftrit and 


proper Sence. 


G 3 To 


& iT ona a 2k 

2. "74.0, ">; F* 

OLDIES ; 37%. Se "I 
TP : 


m_ "ak $: :< oy > 
ok E - 


__ To which I anſwer, that whea:our 
Saviour did fo largely introduce; To 


DoRrine, it . ſhou'd meet with fuch 
wonderful and happy Succeſs, that al- 
maſt in_ev*ry Part 4 the whole habi- 
table .World a great _Number. both 
of Greeks and Barbarians, of learned 
and unlearned Perigns, ſhaouw'd iq rea- 
dily, and ev'in triumphantly forſake 
the Religion in which they were born, 
and bred, and ro which they were 
pre-engas*d by many- other. ſtrong, 
and almoſt indiffoluble' Ties, and on 
a ſudden difcover ſo extraordinary a 
Zcal for a new Religion, as to be willing 
ro ſacrifice. their. Reputation, their For- 
runes, and evy?a their Lives for the Pro- 
itefion of ir, (which can hardly be ſaid 
of any. other DoQcine, which hay all 
external Advantages to. recammend it.) 
I tay, , when the Poſture. of Afﬀairs is 
ſuch, we mult be ſtrangely blinded by 
rhe Force of Prejudice,/it, we don'c, ab+ 
ferve a more than ordinary Appearance 
of the Providence of God,. in.1o ſudden, 
io remarkable, and fo bleſſed a Change 
as tas. --- : Y 

I think, Imay ſafely fay (por to.ſpeak 
from. .Prejadice, but as gne who deſires 
and endexvours to make impartial Ea. 
quiries igro Frurh ) rhac a skillful Ply- 
ſictan can't recover h:s Patients. ev'n 
tom rheir budily Pilgaſes without the 
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' And if atry 6n&'can cure the more 
fatal Dilterhpers of ' the Soul; can ſud- - 
denly, and j'a*conliderable wieafore, 
diſpoffels thole' rooted" and? dangerous 
Vices, thar : have”tor a long Tra 'of 
Time uſurpd and maintain'd'a Domi- 
nion-there,! caii*free-it from'its'tormer, 
and1n' ſome” Sence, Native” Intempe- 
rant, Injuſtice,- Contempt,” 'add Pro» 
phanation of '/holy * Things, * atd, 'as a 
Proot of: his-:Skilf, can 'infRtance in an 
hundred” Perſons; ' whoſe ' Mafitiers' he 
has ' been | happily; and greatly jnitru> 
mental ro reform, I pretame; you will 
not-fay, that this*ean be done: without 
a'ſeajonable, and more thin common 
Interpolition of the Proyideace of God: 
--It:rhen any! Perſon, who'weighs thefe 
Things in the Ballance of his* ſerious 
and deliberate Thoughts, will of” Ne- 
ceffity acknowledge, thar mich" of the 
Natural, and''all the Moral -Good, of 
which che'' whole World” cn boaſt, 'is 
owing 'to'fome higher Caiiſe; than 2 
General, Contoiirſe: of the” Siipream, and 
and Alkwiſe* Being, how "much more 
juitly, and' more eminently may this 
be taid in Commendation of our Blet- 
ſed Saviour, if we compare the Courſe 
ot. Life which. his Followers once ig- 
norantly and untfappily led#' with the 
hh G 4 Tenor 


per- Merhods' he" preſcribes.” 


Origey aghinſt Celſus: 103 


 Blefling of Almighty God upottrhe pro- 
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'Tengp:of..qheir. future., Converſation, 
_ and conſider how: willingly, and” eva 
greedily; they devoted themſelves to 
. Dehanchery,' Fraud, ,and.; Avarice,' be: . 
jor they made a Profeſſion of that holy 
Religion, which! the .Blefſed Jeſus in; 
Froduc'd” intg the 'World, ( which. in 
the Judgment - of the; Fprcureans was 
, Natorious: Cheat, and, the greateſt 
p ze) With. which-, Mankind cou'd 
poſſibly, hays been \i1nfeted )' but- in 
Proceſs of. Time were illuſtrious Exam: 
ples, of the- contrary Virtues, inſoruch 
that ſame of .?em ' from. a- ſincere and 
yehemenr. Deſire of attaining to an cx- 
aordinary,.. Degree of Purity, and-of 
| Dorong Snaps more by tq 
, ve rue, of .God, did abſtain from 
« the lawful Delights of Sexſe, and thoſe 
rational. Entertginments which Marriage 
" 4: -.And any one; who examines into 
ÞE cr 7 heſe Matters, with that Diligence and 
Exadink which is requiſite,: will eaſily 
-  herceive +8006 gur $axiour, with 2 
. Greatgeſs:af-Joul that was peculiar to 
m, attempred. what was 'vaſtly. be- 
yond the Sphere of meer: humane Na+ 
tare, ang that the Event did moſt 
remarkably anſwer his Deſign. . 
' For when ey'ry Thing look'd with 
an unfavourable AſpeR,” on fo great, 
pod ſcemipgly ſo bold an Padertaking 
ww & F WD anc 
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Origen againlt Celſjud Ttog 


and threaten'd, that the Goſpel ſhou'd 
be confin'd to a very narrqgw Compals, 
when the Roman Emperors in their 
ſucceſſive Reigns, the Governors 6f 
Provinces, and Generals of Armies, the 
Masiſtrates/ of particular Cities, the 
Soldiers, and the congnon People, in 
2 ,Word, when all Perfons that were 
in Places of Authority, or had afty In- 
tereſt, and Influence', ' deelar'd 8p<y 


.War againſt the Chriftioy Religion, 


ſay, ev'n then, under alj thoſe eviderg 
and great external Diſadvaniazes;” 1t 
bore the ſacred and undeniable Miirks 
of a Divine Original, approv*d-it- (elf 
to the Conſciences 'of the molt wicked 
Men, forc'd its Way;-in Spite of the 
united Malice, and moſt vigorous Efforts 
both-of Earch and Hell, gain'd/-ground 
by the moſt violent Oppofition; and 
being ſuperiour to all its Enemies, which 
were neither few, nar contemptible; 
and having a wonderful Power over. the 
Minds :of Men, all Greece, and a'grear: 
Part of. the moſt barbarous Nations; 
became Trophies of Honour: to the 
Immoccal ' Memory of its 'God-like 
Founder. : np 
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ND fince the: greateſt Part of 
7 A the World.are entirely ignorant 
ot the Arts and Sciences, and have: but 
a ſmall-Meaſure, and fearce any. Glim- 
merings of Reaſon, \'*twas morally im- 
poſhble , but' thar -among ſuch vat 
Numbers as 'embrac%d the Chriſtian 
Religion, the Irrational and: Witerate 
ſhow'd greatly exceed thoſe in Num- 
ber, who had render'd themſelves fa- 
mous for their Sence and Learning. - 
But Celſas, not being willing to' con- 
ſider this as he ought, ſpeaks with: the 
bigheft Contempt:of the Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs himſelf,” . who -condeſcends to - ſhine 
promiſcuouſly on the | greateſt, and ' the 
meaneſt, and to enlighten, and; warm with 
his refreſhing Rays, > moſt. eminent Saint, 
and the” wileſt Sinner, and he looks ar 
this extraordinary Condeſcenſion;' as an 
Argument of proazg ious Folly, and anmen- 
ly Self-Debaſement, as if it were nor one 
of the higheſt Flights of Majefick Sm 
licity, that cow'd poſſibly be diſcover*! 
by an Incarnate God, 


Origen againſt Celſus. roy 
Bar, Celſus himſelf cag't fay,. with all 
- his Prejudice, and Malice, that all who - 
ever.,.cmbrac'd the . Doctrine - of. our 
Bleſſed, Saviour,. were full and: ftupid 
to. a, .Proyerb, and the only Perſous in 
the: Warld who: were ſo, ſince it: ſeems 
he's 1o,.jult, and fo. gracious. as to at- 
:nowledge., that ſome few may- be 
:2und_ among ?em,., who are  very- ſe- 
vere 1n their Morals, aad are capable 
of underſtanding Allegories. 4 
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UT becauſe . he. perſonates.a Jew 
(.1n Imitation of a Profeſſor in, - 

the Univerſity, who. makes, his young 
Pupil declaim, that he: may uſe him- 
ſelt tro rhe Art of .Rhetorick,) . I. ſay, 
becauſe he perionates a Jew, .enter- 
raining qur Saviour with Diſcgurſe 
that's very childiſh, and unbecoming 
the Gravity, 2s well as ſuppos'd Sence 
and Learning of .an old Philoſopher ; 
Let me examine, accarding to my 
weak Ability, what 'tis that he ſuppoſes 
him to ſay, aad make it appear, ,as I 
think I. can ezlily do, that the Jew 
Th JR Ps ; CON Tt 
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don't ftrictly, or-ey*n tolerably obſerye 
his CharaQer. © | 

-Celfrs 1atroduces him , making his 

Addreſs to our Hleffed Saviour, and 
pretending, tq conyince him of fevera[l 
Points, and the firft” Thing of which 
he (endeavours 'to convince him, 1s 
that the Account of his being -born o 
a Virgin 1s an empty and Tridicytous 
Fable. © 

Then he - reproaches him with being 
born at en obſcure Village, and having a 
Women to his Mother, that got her Livs- 
lyhoad by going aut to Service, who, he 
ſays, being convicted of Adultery, was di- 
vore'd from her Hausbang, who was, a Car- 
penter by Trade. - © | 

[Then he ſays, That after this Indig, 
wity wand"ring. from Place to Place, ts 
was privetely brought to Bed of our Sa: 
' Wviour, and that he being forcd by reaſon 
of 'Mant, to work in Egypt, and went. 

carhd" there ſome of thoſe Arts, for which 

the - Inhabitants of that Country are ſo 
Famons, 'retarwd into his Native Conun- 
try, and*-ſwelling with « vain Conceit of 
hs Miracles he fſhoa'd do, gave out that 
he wes Goa. 

Bat for my Part, I muſt confeſs, to 
me, who da with a ſilent but deep Re- 
gret, paſs by eva the weakeſt Argu- 
ments that are offer'd by onr Adver- 
ſaries, and naturally affe&t to trace 
ET; Things. 


Things eſpecially: ſuch. as aye-of the 
talt Conſequence tro the Souls-of Men, 
til I come by flow Degrees; to:their 
true Originals, I ſay, tome thee 'Ehings 
are, ſo tar from giving aft pom-'2s 
Shock, that they are no ſmdll Conbr- 
mation. of that, importanc. Truth, 'thar 
our Bleſſed Lord. is, the veyy. Perſon, 
whom the Proplicts foretold to be'the 
Son of God, and the Saviour of- the 
World. I can't deny, but that com-» 
monly a Man's Deſcent from rich-and, 
honourable Parents, and Enjoyment -of 
the Advaatage of a liberal 'Education, 
do's not a little conduce to blazon his , 
Name, and command Reverence from 
Perſons of an inferior Rank : But whert 
one who. labours, in the greateſt De- 
oree imaginable, urider the contrary 
exiernal Inconveniencies, can ſpread 


his Fame to the moſt diſtant -Regions ' 


of the World, in Spite of his mean Ex- 
traction, and the fond Opinions whaclt 
are t00 often receiv'd by aſpiring Mor- 
tals, and climb the higher up the ſteep 
Aſcent of Honour, by reaſon of the vio- 
kent Oppotition which is made againſt 
him, who, if be has any _—_ of hu- 
mane. Nature left, can forbear to ad- 
mire a Soul of the ſame Rank of Beings 
with himſelf, fo. ſtrangely elevated: be- 
yond the common Pitch, and fo nearly 
approaching to the Deity, ſo capable of 
torming 


Origen againſt Celfus; 109 
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_ thus'w 


forming 'well-laid;' deep,' and” truly-ge- 
nerovs Deſigns, and of crownini al} / 
a' happy and' anfwerable Execution ? - 


| our '{elves, was it poffible, 
that "orie who was born of pgor and 
ignoble Parents, and was not inftruQed. 
in''the” Liberal - Arts ; ' and Sciences , 
whereby he might have been render'd 
capable” of infinuating* himſelf into the 
People; and 'of engaging their AﬀeCti-_ 
ons, and” their Purtes un his Service, 
ſhou'd "ſo work 'upon' the Paſhons of 
Men, by an inviſible Power, and the 
naked Evidence of Truth, as almoſt 
univerſally to gain''their Cretit and 
Efteem;”- tho” rhe” DoQrine which he 
introduc'd was in 4 great meaſure new, 
a DoQrine, which, without derogating 
in the leaft from any of the Jew Pro- 
, "did aboliſh the Moſazck Diſper- 


Jation, and make void the Laws of the 


Greeks, eſpecially thoſe, which had an 
immediate Relation ro Religious Wor- 
ſhip,-in which they were ſo grofly ig- 
norant'?' Nord FE 
4s it not ſtrange, and ev*n prodigious 
toa Miracle, :that one who ev*n accord- 
ing to the Confeſſion of his Enemies, 
was ſo meanly born, and bred, and 
by :conſequence was very unfit to mit 
TIDE fo. nage 


nage./an Tntriegue:, which requires a 
Chain: of Thought, and continu'd 
Thread of Artifice., ſhou'd fo. move 
the fecret Springs of humane Souls, 
and. ſo: powerfully incline ?em againſt 
their. ſtrongeſt :Inclinations, by eacou- 
raging the righteous with a pleaſing 
ProſpeQ of a glorious and eternal Re- 
ward in the World of pure and perfe&t 
Spirits, and by repreſenting to the 
wicked; as in a Glaſs, thoſe dreadful 
Torments which they muſt expeCt to 
ſuffer, when they ſhall fall into the 
Hands-of the living God, I fay, is it 
not. ſtrange, and ey'n pon to a 
Miracle, that fuch a: one, ſhou?d not 
only engage ignorant, and illiterate Per- 
ſons to embrace his DoQrine, but alſo 
a great Number -of- the rational and 
learned World, who, under the ſacred 
Veil, of naked Truths cou'd diſcern un- 
fachomable Depths, of ſupernatural Wiſ- 
dom, diplay'd with all the Art that a 
God. cowd  ſhew ? 


I remember Pl relates a Story of 


one: that was born at Seriphos, who 
upbraiding Themiſtocles, a Famous Ge- 
neral, {aid, that the Reputation he had 
happily./eſtabliſh'd was. not _ 
his Merit,; þut his happ'ning to- be born 
at a famous City of Greece, whereupon 
Themiitacles, who was ſenfible., and 
gratefully acknowledg'd, that the taco 
| (© 


” Origen againſt Celſas. 
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of his:Nacivity had no--ſmallTendency; 


rorender his Name:immortal; rerurn'd | | 


lim thisjudicions agd divertitig Anſwer, 
«-If Fhad: been born (faid he)-/at Sers- 
« phos, 1 ſhou'di?c. have been fo famous 
«as ami; butif you had beet born at 
« -Arhens, you wou'd never lave-be- 
«come Themeffocles.??, Now our Sa- 


viour,, who is. -upbraided with _ 


born 4n a Village!” and that. aor of 
Gzerce, or any celebrated Country,-and 
haviag:a- poor Woman to his Mother, 
that got her Livelvhood by her Laboury 
and lexving his-Country, by reaſon of 
Waat,:was* forc'd to work- in” Egyps,; 
I fay, our Saviour, who, if EF may ac- 


comodate-the foregoing. taftance to our: 


pretent' Cate; was of a meaner Exrra- 
&ion_ithan the-' fore-mention'd Perſon; 
that: was born at. 8eriphos - did as it 
were; give Cy Shock to the whole 
habitable World, and: made a greater 
Impreſlion upon the favage Diſpolitions 
of Men, I icorn to fay, than Them- 
ſtories thee, Athenian ; but a greater than 
&v*n' Pythagords, -or Plato, 'or any of the 
Wiſeanen, Princes, or Emperots were 
evet known, of reported to have made. 
What i'Perſon then; unleſs he-loves to' 
dwell -apon the Superficies of Thir 
wil'' not ſtand aſtoniſh'd, when, he 
confiders that our'Bleſſed Saviour ſur- 
mounted all the: Difficulties, which hay 
} wr 


._ gs min pgs rg Þ.  Gjed © Sond wat ends tinln nes At 


Mm & © Ot. 


iwthe Was to his growing Re 
aud\ſeer'd' ro 'threaten thathis Na 
-— amps) were, PEE” 7e 
Silence ? 
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FT does biplns that ap) _ Per 
fon- is famous for many * bling be 
once, for One is famous for Wiſdom, 
inother fof- Military Diſciplitie , and 


b 


ſons of the © Barbarians for: their Skill 
id'Magick, and'feveral others for ſorve' 
fow: ſuppos'd Perfe&ions, which 'per- 


haps' do'ſcafce deferve our Notice. | 
: But our Saviour was very ' remar- 


kable for the 'beſt' Sort of Wiſdom, for' 


Authority;/and for workirig*Miracles,' 
not t0':mention thoſe other zoo tal 
ble Excellencies that adorn'd his Per-" 


ſon,-and might" ſufficicatly recommend 


him to the'World. | 
'Hedidme a@like a Tytane; who! by 

the -Help of a" prevailing” Pavey, r#kes 
Qecaſion to! violate the' known *Eaws 
of 'the- Land'cin which *he'!lives, "Hor 
like'a'Robber,' who cotnes with Armed 
Men, againſt them who innocently _ 
H by 


Origen again Cefn, 


by FA by Wealthy Mao, 
cellary A 8 ogy ke a 

who, by. the Help of Bribes,. uiduces 
Perſons to come over to his Intereſt, 
whether by right or or hke 
many others that might eaſily 


one, who came _to teach an 
' and degenemte. World, whtar'T 
they ſhou'd entertain of God, and 


a 


they might ſo their Morals, 6 


to. maintain. an humble / and: familiy 
SRO "IO with his Bleſſed 


And as for Themiſtocles, and FAT: ; 


oth her Perſons, who gain'd: a. more than 


common. Reputation, and did real and. 
exrodinary Sri to their Native: 
this muſt be. ſaid, to draw. 
a Shade over their greateſt; Glory, that 
ev'ry Thing feem's to {mile an; their 


juſt and honourable Attemprs, and as 

it were, Þ ve the Way for their oh 

rope Victories, and. immortal 
phs. _ But. as for our. Bleſcd Savi. 


kw Pf: what I have already ſaid 
( which / 


upon.the firſt View, one wou'd 
yu as enough to. ng; 
— $..Or ſhamefull ally'd the 
Name -of the greateſt | Le 
World: cou'd _ boaſt of ) the 1 
minious. Death, which he ſuffers on 


the | 


- 


's High: Wax, about -rheir | 


be men- : 
tion'd, whoſe- Pr ps mani- 
feltly deſerve our Cenlure, BY like 


Orant - 
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$646, Sadr 4:07 e gion atfh 
rhe Croſs ; if He had had” ihe faireſt 
lowers jaff Cauſe to 


being a vile 'Impoſtor, if 
nay Ctedit % our Adverſaries, or at 
eaſt have drawa a moft diſmal Veil 
oyer the few bright, and encertaining 
Scenes of the moſt Avefal Tragedy, 
that was ever ated. | 
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A N D ”tis Matter of Wonder, that 
[”\ our Saviour's Diſciples, -Wwhio, in 
the” Judgment of our Enemies, were 
not Eye- Witneſſes of the "Truth of his 
triumphant Relurreftion, and faw no- 
thing but what was common and 'ewa 
contemptible in his Perſon, ſhowdn'r 
be affaid to imitate him in his Sut- 
ferings, to encounter the moſt  immi- 
geat and threat'ning Dangers, and leave 
their Native Countty, to publiſh rhe 
Do@rine which. their crucity'd, bur 
bleſſed Lord had taught em. 
- For I þelicyc that no Perfon, who, 
laying alide his ' Prejudice, examines 
thee Martters duely, will fay, that they 
H2 wou'd 


Character, wot?d* have givin His Fol-: 
q ae him of 
Ee indy give 


iz 


S/ 


ns. that. ay. upon. 'eny 
ghee $24 0m ki nts 
riot to con pv ein Manners t 
the Find Frecepts ,of the Chriſtian Ne. 


ligion, but alſo ts. vin; lay in their 


Power, tro bring y...qthers, DOger 
the ſame enourtie SHES happy Bonds, 
when, as Matters went at that ? Critical 
JuaRure,..they. were. ſure. to incur tbe 
Diſpleaſure E& the Heathen World, 


pk by zealous for their ancient - 


1491 Cuſtoms, agd, , coy'diift en- 4 


rey ſceming Innovation, e(- 
meg wich reſpect to the pompous 


Bur all cheſe Difficulties were li 
hal Ca i the Efteem of thoſe” 
ad C yor only to proy to, 
4 that Zi eſſe; Sa- 
quently, and exprefly fore- 
Mer by their' own _Prophetick Oracle 
but” ſo to make it appear _ro' others, 


Ceremonies. af- their / rypgious, is fg ; 
ho 


as Occaliofi offer'd, "that "this very Per-, 
{on was. the true, [feb , who was. 
crucity "4 but rother: Ph 4d gle 21 


Jh4. ev'n chearfully aid, dgwn his 
cions Life for the whale Wite of Men, 
after the ſame maiiner, tho' with un- 


ſpeakable Advantage, in which ſome 


ochets have lacrific'd all that's . neas 
Te ads 
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M ? ek are ſome 7 
1n Nature, which very few bp Fi; F 


\ hk the" Death of 'O E. 61+. Ny. W 
< VT C ers t e greatel vils; 


y | call Ah op the, ; 
- ay! ahd' $0 ta Ire of the. | I 
R I, of bis Nativity, Wy deftroy, k 
leaft ſevere! "Teck "The Lg . 
: OM wer of rhofe+1 vg 


| nal [on Bo 

; BR #© tic Cauſe of Plagues Netng 

{ E Forms, aod the'like evntſt "ah co, 

' WU Difoffers, whick-frequently happen in 

; the World. And I ST fain .koow.. it mow 
of them who- dow” believe" At tir +-v 2464 
Saviour dy*'d for the general Benefit 


of the humane Race, whether they 
F wore give caſte Credit to many Hts 
| 

1 ſtories that are exrant, both of the 


y 7 Greeks znd Barbarians, which furniſh 
; us with frequent, and remarkable In- x” 
i ſtances of Perſons, who have freely |) 

laid down their Lives for the publick ( 

Good, and whoſe Death has been haps { 

pily inſtrumental to purge away thoſe 

H 3 chreat- 


Yom, 11. 
Lib.5-y,2 


, & res x? ; 


YaT1ONs, 0! Matters of Von 
iba in th | 7 Nets, thou 
oy Crd hobres the 


; Hari Teſs before did 
kg SE ſuccebsfully, exerciſe a 


nical 'Power over the Bodies, 
Cen Ore 


proect, and indu = 
er thought fit to acquaint *em, 
and being ld with the Spirit of God. 


_ inſpir'd with their 
hon" ourage, y the Virgin which 
the Poets ſpe; ". bur, by the true 
Wiſdom of God ) they made hiſte 
Thro” the wide World their Fanve to ſpread. 


p _ - 
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FIVUT 'cis Time to return to the 
Few, whom Cel/u perſonates, who 
fays, That the Virgin Mary being big 
with Child, was divorc'd by ts Hatbayd 
the Carpentpr , for commuting Adaltery 
with ove Pan thera, 4 Soldier, and being 
* ot with Child by that ſcandalows Wretcs. 
ct Ler us ſee therefore, whether rhe In- 
ly ventors of this Story don't give a fallc, 
4. and obſcyre Account of the Matter, 
d and whether by all that they have to 
' fay, they are able to overthrow the 
g Doftrine of our Sayiout's miraculous 
Conception the oyer-ſhadowing. of 
the Holy Ghoſt ? For ſo ſurprizing 2 
Paſſ; ge as this is, might very eaſily b2 
Fulſfy d, and *twas poſſible, they mighr 
deny. the Truth of it, tho” they were 
inwardly convinc'd, that our Saviour 
was not conceiv'd in the common Way 
of humane Generation. And machines. 
it wou'dn't have been incongruous gt 
alt, that they who didn't believe, or 
rather wou'dn't acknowledge the Mti- 
racle, ſhou'd iavent a FiAtion, to ſerve 
their malicious and baſe Deſign. 
aw H 4 : But 
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what Eyi 10 their 


, 4 F: - i 3s ay, as 
and Megitimate ExeraCtion ? 
- I 'ask "thi 


TE out ro, 4Q, an 


"Orig pa Cale. 


But to invent one, that was fo fax 3 | 


from having a __ plauſible ' "rate og 


that *cwas 2 great, and-notorious Un- * 


trath, was to diſcover their Weakneſs 


to them, who are able to diſtinguiſh 


Truth #rdnd. Balſchood. 4. :: +5 
For do's it ſtand to Reaſon, that 
one, who was fo uſcful to the Woe 
in general, Aoo wb 8d. a mo 
of Concer ſapoch, r the Greets, 
t at 


When, hey . might reform 
their Ma TR from a Senſe of a Fu- 
w 


ture, and” fr Poe: 1 and. do 


ower,. to gain the 
Favour of . the Bleſſed God, the Crea- 
rg cam aye Rand of. the Unj- 

y nd. to..Reaſon, 

> 4 tO Pro 


fare ' of | pobry- oy. and immortal Souls, 
ſhou'd 'be & far from, being born in a 
miraculous. Wa be of 2: baſe, 


he 4 reeks,. rticular! 

yp, , Whet her ap Pl latonif 

| Je Me oy cient Authority 
ays, if he do's but quote 


Kc: Pal age Gor? of the. learned Plato, ) 


it be not. 2 RefleFion upon 
'p0e, who, holds the Ke 5 G 


'T Nees ot of Sowls, and by: Con- 


ſequence,” 


t "and Body has a,;gr0- 
rpaty. it, Oe 


and the Wel- 
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ny that our Sav;our .was borh-ih"4 


lav/fot Manner who engage: i0::40. 


difhcule and important a Work in 
feratted fo many1ghorant and ſeduv'd 
Perinns/and happily; and: ſuddenly rye- 
cover?d/ om. fromothat” Deluge of :Lm- 
morality, * in which they had-beew'fo 
169g; and {o.. deeply plung'd.-- is-4t 
tot more-rational;to: think, according 
co-;che Qpinion: of | Pythagoras, iPlats; 
and Empedatles; (onithe. Teſtimonyrof 
which learned - Authors, . Ce{ſwa himmfulf 
do's: very'much-Tely}:that there ars 
ſome: ſecret 'Reafans; why evety.'Soll 
ſhou'd+:have. a Rady: appropriared/ito 
it ſelf; that135 asfit Receptacle: for: ir; 
and-ſuited-ro the-good, or bad Qualities, 
which: it had in-1ts2State- of :Pre-exiti> 


. ence ?: 15 :4t :nor-{{juſt, and /reaſonably, 


that 'a mbre than humane: Soul; !:that 


do's. .more»Service-to the: World, than 


many-:Thouſands-of others (to:'ſay»no 
more ,-:;lcſt :my, i Diſcourſe thowd' be 
thought:-to ſavour of: Prejudice)/ſhbu'd 
.be- united: 'tor/a- Portidn of Organiz?d 
Matter,yghat:is more excellent than the 
Generality -of Bodies are ? Tis | 

-.: For! af}: thoſe: Souls, which by: the 


Virtue of ſome ſecret Cauſes, are: of 


too noble a- N-:ure, ro be united to 
an inanimate 'C.:;:xture, and are not 
worthy to auimiiz a Body, that is 
compleatly {orn:c have. one that is 
' adapted 


33 


% « " 
& er mw” ES 0 OT” , PIN WE O03, + TR T ITE Tf. + 4 aan Web an 2 cad and 
IE ed CEO ISS ore if = coll BE ee Oe ine Coat ets on a ay. 
I- EE 23 TINS > OS Ne PAS EO MN I tn OI Rb M2 © ork "7; hgh - 7” CAE 
* IS B12 Eb OE iS " 4 Ed ERIE SO} ot Fa Fe ORIYA ©, LM wo 
& VF pi @ ; ; 1 ” Ke. got 
J . L 2 f _ &. "i a 
. 5 Ray. . - 8 -, RN 
, P > "I Fe £2 
. 4 i; OE: 
6 *., 43 
a> aw. "x5 .-0 _—_ bt EY * 
#Y"* | * 
y &X 
s <T4v5 
«& Fa. L FI wh 
” 7 b, pe BD 


- adapted to em, the Head .of which | 
being di ionable to-the reſt of _ 


its Members, do's in. a great Meafure 


. Hinder the. free Exercite of Reaſon, 


and- others, that are -more periea; at 


a Body that is more du __ ogd, 
 and-4o others, according o.# everal 


Degrees of their ' native, or -acquir'd 
—_—— are _ into more £ leſs 
perfe&t Bodies, why may. not 2 par- 
ticular Soul affine Body in- @ ;ory 
raculbus Way, a Body, thar: has ſome- 
thing 12 common” with the reſt of 
Men, that render it fit for hu» 
mane” Converſation, and fomething 
wherein it differs from %em, that may 
Creed els traboncinge and. de 
ont of a n , and. di- 
ors ping Miad. ny if wegiveany 
it to them, who areskilPd in Phyſigg- 

nom , (uch as Zoprus, Loxus, Polemon 
and others, who have dire&ly handl'd 
et: difficult Subject, and' pretend to 
find out extraordinary Myſtrics, by 
obſerving the Rules which that Sct- 
I what Ablurdiry is there 
in aſſerting, that all ' Bodies are ſuited 
to: the Qualities of the Soul that ags 
ls Win AE og wallet 
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Is wn JOEY. the leaſt Probabili 
thar a Soul, ſo excellent Probably 


- ” ton, 


form'd--for ſuch great; andtruly-ge- - 


ns, as the Humane Soul 
ps _ ofour Baſe Saviour, ſhow'd animate 


as .'Celfus repreſents 

in Adul- 
ob - keel Souldier, on the 
Body of x luſtful Female ? One worfd 
rather: think, that-a Mad-man,' ora 
Perſon, who __ a conſtant Plague 
ro the com og place he liv'd in, 
or a Teacher of Intemperance, \and 
ſice, and an impudent Encourager 
, of all Manner of Vice, ſhou'd owe 
” his Birth to ſo impure a ulation, 
'and'not a Teacher, much lefs 'an e- 
minent Prafticer,  'of Temperance, 
Juſtice, and all - other Virtues. 
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mw. H L 5 was . nccold by: the 
W Empl and-cxaBily. agreegwirh 
the. pramas'd Signgthiauwe reatof inthe 
Prophecy! of, Iſatehy rwhere ris faidyFhar 
our Bleſſed Sewiouri won'd; by che Comrfe 
of. his Actions, as good his N ame; audi 
prove ove himſelf 20. be (Emmanuel, !\God: 


Frax " $ 


with 1qurri: 
#4 I1 think it may not be impto= 
Perych to. rg pr the Predi&ion nf-the: 
e-men het, '! chat: our: $22 


viour ſhou'd ra of a Virgin , 
which, Celſus _ no Notice of, tho? 
he pretends to be perfetly wo yp 
with what the Chriitians hold, either 
not having read it, or cunningly Ccon- 
cealing his Knowledge, left he ſhou'd 
unawares overthrow his own beloy'd 
Opinioas, and advance any Thing to 
the Prejudice of che Caute, which he 
eſpouſes, and uſes his utmoſt Endea- 
vours to maintain. 

The Words of the Prophecy are theſe, 


Iſaiah vii. Moreover the Lord ſpake again to Ahaz,: 
'V. 10. /ajing, ask thee 0 Sign f the Lord thy 


God, 


gs Quieſk Gelje 

Gul, on it os ey an. « lay tor in the 
Height, abave. . us Aga 21. will 
% 5 fever mell 1, temp .the_ Lord, 


hear ..ye. now ,. , Hoſe, of 
$25 1t 4 fo {bing x =» weary Men ? 
But will ye weary, God alſo? Thdae 
the Lor himſelf | oy give 10%,,4 Sgny 
Brhold s Fi irgin. (bell. conceive, and- bear 
4 Son, and call his Name Emman vel.. | 
il. hat. Cei/as dilcpyer'd. his,, 
in. got, mentioning. the, for Pro 
phecy, I. prey .trom his paſſug over 
6m: rotound Sylence,; when he quotes, 
ſome, Pail es- 10 19. Mathews, GSlpel, 
and particularly makes mention. of che 
Stars 1 It appear at the N REV of 
our. Bleſked. Saviour. 
But if the Jew, hoe. c eljes xEſo: 
nates,. being us'd. 0, make criti, 
marks. on Words, ſhou'd tell, us. Fr 
the.,Word, which is tranſlated Yzrging. 
ſhou'd be render'd Young W, Omen, . TI an- 
ſwer; the Hebrew Word TW, which 
the Septazgint tranſlate: Virgin , tho? 
Others: favour his Meaning of :the 
Word, is underſtood of a Virgin i the | 


£5 


Bogk, of Deuteronomy. It a Dame  ( that 661 Xxii 
2 zo 


is GG Virgin) be betroch'd to an tmband, 
6: Man find her in the City, and he | 

icb ber, then ye ſball bringi om 4 out 

ro ws Gate of the City,.end ye.ſpall flove 
"em ,mith Stones that they dye ;, the Dam- 

ſel becauſe ſbe cry'd -wot,, being in the Cit, ” 


3 


and the Man, bretaſe ; he bas hunks bi 
Net s Wife. Sd thoa ſhale put away 

# amoug you. But if a Man funds | 
berrocPd Dal in the Field, the 


Mun foket her, «bil the with her, then the 


books. that Tay with her ſhall dye. 
But 'to % D Dane) rho ſhalt do norhing, 
_— i in the as pong Sth worthy » 


cY Jt nao dog on T | 


of che Lord thy h th, 
or inthe Height Ng Andy to: « 

chat chis $iga was robe giv'n,” Brlold Fg 
Virgin fball conteivt, and beat 4 Son. 
But what Sign cou'd a young , Wo- 
as Conceiving be, if it was not 
meant of a Virgin ? And to which of 
the rwo, is it mot 'Propet ro attribute 
the 'Conception of Emmanuel; that is, 
God with ws, to'a young Woman with 


Child, "in an unkwfol, and 
rable 


| , or to ore, who had not 
loit hee Virginity ? Certaialy, *ris moiſt" 
agreeable ro the DiQates of Reaſon, to 
oa q that ſo extraordinary 2 Perſon 


was'conceiv'd by the latter, in a ſtrange, 
and' ev*n miraculous Way. | 


And 


LO i 
DO OCR, 


And if the — 
' Streſs upon thoſe Words, Ak thee: 4 
Sign of the Lord thy God; I ſhou'd be 
\ KF glaq to know, what Perſon was born, 
- FF in the ,Rejga of Ahaz, of whom it 
- - Þ - mighc be Jai This  Emwanact; which 
| being interpreted, is, God with ws, And 

Io. if no ſuch Perſon on bo Pow I 


think, we fairly ritand this 
Lug Ow wy ey Saviour, Who,” wi 


be Ars the rats = eSotheck 


to 'the Fleſh , | and the igwing 
"Words, Is the Height above, or in the 
Depths below, have a maniſed 
ment with what is faid of our 
our, He thas deſcended, is the(ſame Wer Eph. ir 


ue Thy up far above all Heav'ns, that \- 10. 
nnd” | 


ays ſuch a kk 


"* ; - 
"4 s & « , : 
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;obſeryes is GharaRer, muſt give 
/þ.'Prophecies.:' And: Þask 
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[-inſpir'd , but alfo to as many of the 
Greeks themſelves, as a&t upon ingenu- 
ous Priaciples. For they muſt acknow- 
ledge, that the Jews had true Prophets 
among em, unleſs we cou'd ſuppoſe 
*em, to havea ſufficient Warrant, for vis 
lating 
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ying Divine Worſhip, as a juſt Tri- 
bite to the Mock-Deities of Foreign 


Nations. | 
I prove my Afﬀertion thus, We read 


Origen againlt Celfus. 129 


| 'hting their divinely-inſtituted Rites, and 


in the Jewiſh Law, That other Nations P<2:xviii. 


hearken'd to Qbſervers of Times, and to 
Diviners. But to the Jew:ſp Nation 
tis ſaid, As for thee, the Lord thy. Go1 
has not ſuffer'd thee ſo 19 do, Then it 
tollows, The Lord thy God will raiſe ap 
to thee a Prophet of thy Brethren, It 
therefore, while other Narions had 
Men among em, who foretold future 
Events, whether by the flying or fing- 
ing of Birds, or - by a narrow Inlſpe- 
fioa intro the Entrails of Beaſts, or by 
the hollow Voices, that were form'd 
in the Bellies of certaia Perſons, or by 
the Chuldean Horoſcopes, the Jens, (who 


+ had, in.common with others, a Cu- 
- Niofity' co know what ſhow'd come ro 


paſs) were torbid to take the ftore-men- 
rion'd Methods, and had no Prophets 
of their own, who were acquainred 
with Futuricics, they wou'd immediate- 
ly have enterrain'd mean Thoughts ot * 
their own Religion, as bearing no un- 
denable Characters of its Divine Autho- 
rity, and have rejeQed all their Prophets 
down from Moeſes himfeli, intomuch that 


we have Reaſon to beli:ve, rhey wowd . 


never have committed any Thing that 
| was 


Y, 10, 
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' was deliver'd by *em to Writing,” but 


I. 


WH 
#62 + 
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in Imitation. of *em , in their Native 


Connrygt | =. 
 . Andit was not in the leaſt abſurd +: 
_ _ that the Prophets, for the Satisfation MF ©. 

of ſome Perſons, who deſir*d it, ſhowd ” 

propheſy concerning Matters , that 
feem?d ro be of mean Importance, as 
r Sam.ix. Samuel did, concerning ſome Aﬀes that 

V. ze. were loſt, and Ahijeh, concerning the 
: R227 Death of Jeroboam*s Son. 

And indeed, if they had no Prophety 
among *em, how cou'd any, that'wers 
"zealous tor the Jewiſh Law , repro 
them, who conſulted the Heathen OreMW © 
cles? As we read, that Flijeh reprovi © 
Abaziah, ſaying, is it becaufe there is il © 

þ 4 God in ira that ye go to enquire q 

37 Baal-zebub zhe (God. of Ekron? I thi 

| [ then, that T have ſufficiently prov 

| not only, that our Saviour was 'to bt 
born of a Virgin, but alſo that ther 
were divinely - inſpir'd Prophets, t 
whom the Jewiſh Nation 'might hay: 
frequent, and fatisfaQtory Recourtfe. 

heſe didn't only,” in the general 

forercl ſome Things, that wou*d come 

to paſs, with reference to our Bleſſet 
Saviour, and the remarkable Revo- 
lutions of Empires, and . Change 

the Face of Afairs in the Jewiſh Ni 
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© Origen, againſt Celſv. 


but, ſometimes, | did 'more-particu- 


Y larly foretel! ſome Things, as/ chat'the 
S © Aſſes,” which X/: had-laft:Jhou'd be 


and that Jeroboams: Son'{hou'd 


d, + dye: And T might piye many Parallel 


> Inſtances, chat''ws meer within the 
"Holy Scriptures EF PN 


FL þ PR". ax + * — W_ 
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*'T Have this 'to- ſay farther - to the 
| Greeks, who :wo'w't believe, - that 
" our Saviour"was born of a Virgin, that | 
'"ths/Creator'of' the World, if he pleaſes, 

can make ev'ry Animal bring; forth its 
. * "young, in the ſame wondertul, manner, 

''that- is obſery'd of ſome inariimats 

Creatures, and nothing hinders, - but 
he may- cauſe, if he pleaſes, | the! like 
unuſual Productions in the: World of 
| Men, \ 
+" For among Animals, there are ſome 
Females, that bring forth their-young, | 
without any previous Copulation wit! | 
the Males, as, for ſn{tance, the Yu/- | 
tazes, which propagate their Kind in 
this uncommon Way, as the beſt Wris 
of #: ters 
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132. Origen againſt Celſius. | » 
| ters : of Natural. Hiſtory do acquaint: n 


Us, What Abſurdity. is there then, ia 
fuppoling,. thar the All-wiſe God, ds. * 
figning to bleſs Mankind, with an ex © 
ds" oth d-truly-divine Teacher, 
ſhouw'd:;ſo order Matters, that our Ble » 
ſed S3viour ſhou'd not. be born, in the 
ordinary Method of humane Getiers. WW ** 
LON £ - 
_-And-the Greeks-thenſelves do res i © 
- dily acknowledge, that ſome Men have ? 
come.,into the World, without the Cog- | 
juas on of Man and, Woman. Forif 0 
the World had a Beginning, as many MW ** 
of *em grant it had, then the firtt Man 
was not produc'd-m the common: Way, 
bur; according to them, by the Sperms h; 
tick Vertue of the 'Earth, which, to me 
feems much - more ſtrange, and unac: 
' countable, . than our . Saviour*s, Natt 
vity, if -we' do but follow the Dictate $ 
of ';mpartial Reaſon, fince the Way,in 
which 'he was barg,.;has ſome Reſem- 
blance with the uſual Method of carl P' 
nal” Copulatiou. 
And, fince Pm concern'd with the 
Learned Greeks, .it-may not. be impro-l . * 
per, 20 make my Appeal, ev*a. to. their 
own Hittories, that..it may appear to 
the World, that Orhers, as well as thefl © 
Chriitians, muit,. upon their. own Prit- 
ciples, acknowledge the Poſſibility df 
ſo extraordinary a ProduCtion, agam 
wh. 
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which they fo loudly 'exclaim.'... Now 
ſome of their Modern Authors tel 
us, that P/ato was born of Amphittione, 
without the Conjunthon of *4r:/or;, 
who was forbid to touch his Wife, 
till ſhe ſhowd be dcliver'd of a Son, 
whom ſhe {howd conceive 'by Apollo. 

This is'a mecr Fable, I confeſs, in- 
yented jn Favobr of a Perion, whoſe 
vncommon Attainments made cm itt- 
clin'd to think, that'ev?a his Body: was 
of a Divine Original, ſince they: thought, 
twas fit, that'the Bodies of thoſe Per- 
ſons, who are not on a Level with the 
reſt of Men, ſhon'd have ſome honou- 
rable Mark, by which they may be 
diſtinguiſh*d from Vulgar Mortals. 

And. becauſe Celſas's' Jew continues 
his Diſcourſe with our Bleſſed Saviour, 
and ridicules the FiQtion, as he is pleas'd 
to call it, of his being- born of a Vir- 
in, and ranks it among the Fables of 


The Greeks, concerning Danae, Menalippe, 


Auge, and Antiope, 1 anſwer, that ſuch 
piryful Ry as this, wou'd look 
with an agreeable Air, in a Merry An- 
drew, who gathers. a Mob abour him, 
and plays his , Monkey-Tricks on a 


' Stage, but dom't at all become one, who 


wou'd treat'of, Matters of great Impor- 
cance, with that Gravity, and Serioul- 
neſs, which the Nature of the Things 


. may juſtly challeage from- us. 
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Cure XXXII 


"HEN Celſus, making mention _ 


of ſome Things, relating to our 


Saviour's Going into Egypt, refuſes to | 
Sk Credit to thoſe Parts of the Hur 
. tory, which. coatain any Thing, that, : 


1s Tupergatural, as the Angel's warning 
Joſep, the repured Father of our Lord, 


and don't examine whether his Leav- . 


ing Fudez, 'and Gaing into Egypt, will 
not admit of an Allegarical Sence; but 
invents an Qeccaſion tor his literal Go- 


1g thither, and believing, and ackaow- 
ging, in ſome meaſure, the Truth - 
our S&viour's 'Miracles, ( which # 


caus'd Abundance of People,, ro flock 
to him, eſteeming him to bathe true 
Meſhah ) hut endeavouring to ſhew, 
that chey were wrought by the Help 
of Magick, and were far /from being 
Proofs 'of a Divine Commithan ,-. he 
fays, That having beey privately eauce- 
ted, be was forc'd yo work in Egypt, 
and having {earrwd thoſe Arts, for which 
that N ation is fo famous, he return'd it= 
to bis "ox Country," and' gave out or 
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Origen againſt 


”—— 


| . - PPV. 
” whom he deligi'd to imploy, in*the 
o_ Promulgation' of the Goſpel, were he 


i a Perſon of fo infamous a Character. 
Py For either they- wrought Miracles, or 
- they did not, ?Tis abſurd to ſuppoſe, 
; BB they did no Miracles at all, but barely 
- relying on the Authority of a Doftrinez 
1 which did not, like the Logick of the 
t gchoals, recommend it ſelf to carnal 
; Reaſon, had the Courage to promote 
a' new diſcountenanc'd Religion. And 
if they wroughc Miracles, do's it ftand 
to Reaſon, that a Company of Magi- 
cians ſhou'd agree, to expoſe themſelves 
tq immigen®# Danger, and-the greateſt 
Inconveniencies imaginable, to pro» 
| mote a Doctrine, that candemns the Uſe 
of the very Art they practic'd ? But 
*twou'd be Loſs of Time, to confute this 
Diſcourſe of Ceiſmr, which has nothing, 
but perhaps a little witty Drollery, ro 
recommend it to the Palate of the un- 
wary, and leſs judicious Reader. 


I 4 CHAP. 


nity, upon the Minds of his Apoſtles, 
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=O HAP. XXXIV. 


E goes on in the ſame Comical and. 
| Bantering Strain ; If. the Mother 
of Jejus, ſays he, was 4 Celebrated Beauty, 
«pd for that Reaſon, the Great God wa 
Pleas'd to' admit her to his paſſionate Em- 
braces, one wou'd think, that ſo excellent 
# Being is of too pure 4 Nature, to be 
captivated by the Charms of a frail, and 
| bumane Body, however he cou'dn't have 
wade Choice of 4 more #mproper Perſon ; 
Viz. One, who had neither a Great For- 
zune, nor Noble Birth, to recommend her; 
but led ſo obſcure « Life, that ſbe was 
ſearce known by thoſe, who were her neaxeſ 
Neighbours. ca 
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Cruare. XXXV. 
th; + 
id " E continues his Raillery, and 
"0 fays, That when ber Husband, the 
FY Carpenter, came to hate her, and ſue for 
4 4 Divorce, all that' ſhe had to plead in 
we her own Behalf, was ineffettual, to redreſs 
" her Grievances, nor did the Great God 
be | ſee fit { 4s much as you wou'd make ns 
"4 believe, he low'd her ) to engage his Power, 
TR to protett her from threat 'ning Danger, 
"ll ev'n in her Native Country. Therefore 
Wy none of theſe Things, ſays he, have the 
& leaſt Reference to the Kjngdom of the 
as Bleſſed God, But this Language, is 
ef juſt like that, of a Company - of  Per- 
ſons , ſcolding in the open Streets, 
who vent their Paſſion, without: the 
leaſt Regard to the Rules of Juſtice, 
or Civiluy. 
P, 


Cyapy. 


\ ah de Mar ion tD 
£ ON? 43d a ng . *, Ee 
- 


Boas Er a 8 
Ws OI , 
Sg 
' 
d 


L 


_ 


q_——_— 


y © 2K. 9 fs © & int Pre” 2) "I * - th "IP yes 
RE ni, ER A Lbs: OO O77 BEEN 


> 0 : 
PROT, > AL I; REIT $07 REAR 2 s f. Y * F - The » 
yE$6 24 A HS, P 2 CAS es ENS FF 2 EY Sh A EEO 
: . : dS; : Ee I LEES OF (33 Wk WW” I es 5g a ? MO 4 
- c i. £ _ 2" $2 << h 74.9 *Þ 
. x -»F_ > ' Ns « 1 al 
2 - "9 [ FAT. i 
* vY EEE 
bY _ 
- 36. , *S ' - *, # 20% 
_; * - - N . Iv+% 
" * * Pars 
kr : ”3 LS% 
en a 3 e mY : 
> P bs 
o wy 
\ 


RF 
55.4 96 "out 
.* > 


ttt rr 


_ ——_—— _——_ 


Ca ar. XXXVL 


TFH EN. taking ſome Things out 
A. 'of St. Mathew's Goſhel , - or perx 
haps out of ſanie of the orher Evange- 
lifts, concerning the Dove, that deſcend-' 
ed upon our Saviour, at his Baptitm, he 
wouw'd fain have the whole Accqunr, ta 
paſs for a falie, and trifling Story. And 
having ſaid.enough, as he imagines, 'to 
prove, that our Saviour wasnr born of 
a Virgin, he continues his: Diſcourle, 
bur dot treat of Things, in the Order 
of. Time, in which:they came to paſs, 
( for inveterate Malice can never et 
dure,to be confin'd to a regular Method) 
and talks, like thoſe ſhatrer-brain'd Fek 
lows, whoſe Heat, and undue-Pafſibn, 
do's {0 tranſport *em; beyond the Bounds 
of Reaſon, that they don't ſtick, to fa 
whetever comes into their Minds, and 
ſo are hinder'd, from managing, in a 
cite Way, the ſeveral Heads of 
ſevere, bur unjuſt Accufation, which 
they bring agaiaſt their Adverſary, 
with an Air of Vanity, and Infoleace. 
For hadn'c he been greatly wanting, 
Ns fo 10 - 


in the pretended Method he obſerves; 
he wou'd have trac'd the | Hiſtory 
from 1ts. very Original, fince- his In- 
' tearion Was, to expole jt to Contempr, 
But on the contrary, the Mighty Ce/l- 
ſus, who boaſts ſo much of his com- 
rehealive Knowledge, after he had 
Fſh'd his Diſcourle, concerning our 
Saviqur's Birch, immediately paſſes 
on, to the Deſcent of the Holy Spirit, 
at his Baptiſm, in the Reſemblance 
of a Dove. Then he finds Fault with 
the Prophecies concerning his Incarna- 
tion. . After that, he returns to what 
immediately tollow'd his Nativity, wx, 
To give an Account of the Star, that 
appear'd, . and the Wiſe Men, that 
came from the Ezft, to worſhip him, 
But any diligent Reader, may fave 
me the Labour, of ſhowing, how con- 
fas?d. Celjus is, throughour' the ' whole 
of his Book, and this one Thing is 
ſufficient, to- convince any Perſon, who 
loves. ExacQneſs of Merhod, that 
Twas a Piece of Arrogance in him, 
to give his Book the Title of 4 Trae 
Relation, and was a Strain of Vanity, 
perhaps beyond moſt Philoſophers, that 
ever went betore him, ' © 
Plato ſays, * That it dawt become 
« the CharaQer of a May, famous for 
« Wiſdom, to be poſitive in Matters, 
«* which are inyoly'd 1n very great 
ONO + Obſcurity. 
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« Obſcuriry.” . And Chrjſppms, after 
he has giv'n the Reaſons, that indud 
him to be of this, or thar Opinion, 
do's modeſtly refer us tg rhole Perſons, 
who are able to give a more clear, and 
exact Accounc. But this mighty Man, 
being much wiſer, T ſuppoſe, than 
Plaro, Chryſippus, and all rhe Greek Pli- 
toſophers, gives his Book the engaging 
Title of 4 Irue Relation, winch tuits 
well enough, I confels, with his Boaſts 
ing, that he didn't waat to be inform'd 
ag Opiniqns, which the Chritians 
- | 

But that it mayn't. be thought, that 
I paſs by what he fays, for Want of 
being in a Capacity, ro retura him a 
proper, and ſufficieat Anſwer : I have 
reſoly*d to examine every Material Ar- 
ticle, tho? | cannot obſerve fo tri& z 
Method, as I wou'd, but am tarc'd f6. 
far to comply, ev'in with the Fplly of 
my Adveriary, as to trace him thr? 
the Labyrinth of his confus'd Diſcourſe. 

Let us ce then, what he has to offer, 
againſt the Defcent of the Holy Spirit, 
on our Blefſe4 Saviour, in the Reſem- 
blance of a Dove. | 


— —— 


_Cuary. XXXVII 


rTTHE Few, whom Ce/ſus perſonate 

. directs rs | ls ' our Sa, 
viour, in'the foflowing Words; You pre- 
tend, ſays he, "that .« Bird: appear'd to 
Jon, at your Baptiſm; but can you. produce 
_ any credible Perſon, rhat was preſent, to ſee 
it ; Or, heard the Voice from Hearn, 
(by which, you ſay, you were declar'd, to be 
the Son of God) beſides your ſelf; and (if 
we may take your Word) another Perſon 
of the ſame pityful Claſs? 


Burt before I return him a dire& and 


full Anſwer, I muſt beg Leave, to-make 
one 'Remark, that ?ris very difficulrc, 
and in ſome Caſes, impoſſible, to give 
evident, and undeniable Proofs, of the 
Certainty. of undoubred” Matters of 

FaQ. | 
Suppoſe any One ſhowd fay, there 
never was ſuch a Scene of Attion, as 
.the Trojan War, groundihg his bold 
Affirmacion, on the ſeeming” Impoſſi- 
bility, of ſome of the material Circum- 
{tances, which atteadedt it © and. nor 
conceiving,' how therz ſhouw'd be, 1» 
. FETUS 


Origen againſt Celſus. - 14r 


4 


rerum natura, ſuch a Perſon, as Achilles 
1s repreſented to us, the Son of Peleas, 
and Thetis, the Goddeſs: of the Sea ; 
or Sarpedon, the Son of Jupiter, or - 
Alcalaphus, and Jalmenw, the Sons of 
Mars; or AEneas, the Son of Yea; how 
cou'd we convince him of his groſs 
Miſtake, when fo many -Fables, be- 
ing interwoven with the Body. of the 
- Hiftory, are fo readily, and fo univer- 
fally believ'd ? Or ſuppoſe, any Perſon 
ſhou'd call into Queſtion, the Story of 
Ocdipae, .aud Focaſts, and Ereocles, and 
Polymices, their Sons, by reaſon of what 
is .coafidently -related, concerning the 
Sphinx, a certain Monſter, that was 
half a. Virgina, how cou'd we de- 
moaſtrate, that the whole Account is. 
true ? 

I might ſay the fame, concerning 
the ſecond Theban War, which was con- 
tinuw'd, by the Poſterity' of them, who 
- had loſt their Lives 1n the firſt (tho? 
that be. more free from the Appearance 
of Fi&tion, than:;the former Story ) and 
concerning the Return of the Heraclide 
to Peloporneſus ; and I might inſtance in 
many other Things, of the like Nature, 
which are recorded in the Hiſtories of 
the Greeks, . But he who reads, *em 
. without. a TinCture of Prejudice, an 
with-a ſincere Deſire, that he may nor 
' be deceiv'd, will judge, how far he is 
requir'd, 
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Origen againſt-Celfus. 


requir'd, to yield his ready, and firm 
Aﬀent ; what Paſſages he mutt take in 
an Allegorical Sence, and ' what he 


muſt reje&, as being writ in Favour of 
ſome. particular Perſons, and , will en- 
deavour, to- find out.'the true,.and full 


| Meaning of thoſe, who were the Ori- 


ginal Authors of theſe Stories, which 
the Greeks, who are a learned Nation, 
do ſo. generally believe. I weird lay 
down this Prz iminary, with' reſpect to 
the entire, and amazing Hiſtory of our 
Saviour's Life, as *tis- impartially : re- 
lated in the Goſpels, and I dow't men- 
tioa this, as if. I. wou*d have the - more 
intelligeat; and learned Sort of People, 
to take: Things vn'truſt, but to ſhew, 
that the Reader has great Need of 
Candor, joyn'd with 'a ,tevere Applica- 
tion, and muſt penetrate, if I: may fo 
ſay, into the''very Spirit of the Au- 
thors, if he wou'd take their Writings 
in their, true Sence,. and utmoſt Lati- 
tude. TI anſwer then, in the firſt Place, 
thar if the Perſon , who reje&s: the 


Account, that's giv*n, of the Spirit's | 


appearing to our Saviour, in the':Re- 


ſemblance of a Dove, was a Follower | 


of Epicurus, Democritus, or Ariſtotle, 
there wou'd be ſome plauſible Ground 
for his Incredulity, becauſe then, I con- 
fels, he wou'd obſerve his CharaQter. 
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Cuare. XXXVIIL 


UT Celjws, with all his Wiſdom, 
ſeems_to:me, to. have quite for- 


got, \that all this while he was ſpeak- 
10g, 10 the Perſon of a Few, 'whom we 


muſt ſuppoſe, . to yield: a firm: Aﬀent, 


to many Paſlages-in the Prophets, that - 


wou'd ſooner / be. liable to: ſhock our 


Reaſon, than any Thing related in -_ 
the Hiftory, of which, I am now diſ- *, 
 Courling. For one might ask- this pre- * 


tended Jew, who wort: believe, that 
the Holy Spirit appear'd to our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, in the Reſemblance of a 
Dove ; Pray Sir, how ' wil) you be ever 
capable, of giving evident, and unde- 
niable Proof, thar God ſpoke to Adam, 
Eve, Cain, Noah, Abrahanr, Tſaxc, or Jacob, 
as" your Scriptures do plainly affert he 
did? And, to ſet Hiſtory againſt Hi- 
ſtory, I wou'd addreſs this Few after 
the following Manner; Dear Sir, you 
cawc be ignorant, that Ezekiel, who 
is one of your own celebrated Pro- 
phets, has thefe very Words, The Hea- 
vens were open'd, and I jaw V, " +4 


Þ 


ppet Efek: i; 


; #3 


BN Hoce. you: athirmy They: were ſeen; and 
- JW Hears, by. no Perſon but hinfelf; aid anot 
ther, of the ſame pityfal Cliſs; Have we 
not more Reaſon to ſuſpect; 'that Eze+ 
kiel: impos'd- upon us, whert he fad ; 
that the Heav'ns- were open'd ' to his 
- Niew? And tho? the Prophet: 1/aia/ 
fa , 1 jaw theiiLord g ſiting P09 4 jo FER 
BH Throneg high; and lifted uv, abaut it food yy, 1, 
"i the Ser phims, each one had fix Wings ; 
"BY Pray Sir, what racional Aflurance have 
you, that he really” ſaw; tiiis enter- 
wining,' and amazing Sight? You bez 
lieve that theſe Things /are' true, z?nd 
come: from the Spirit-ot God, whi dei- 
ther can-be deceiv'd;- nor will deceive 
usand are perfwadet, not only, that the 
Propher: ſaw em,-bux alſo that he was 
_Divinely«inipir'd; when he commirred 
thele Things ro Writiag. 
Bus I ask, which-ot theſe tiree, is 
K/molt- fit we ſhou'd believe, - Ezekiel; 
" Iſaizb; or our Bleſſed Saviour ? "Fhe two 
former did- nothing; that deerves ty 
de cotapar'd, or ev'n- mention'd; witti 
WY Bc K Whac 


in ped whppars dndglaty Tg : 
formation. of thoſe,. who belicreih God NN 

# thro? \b1m.: And' thatall thoſe wonders” 2: 
ful Efeas,: which wg: frequently. ies, | 
are. 0w1nt..to..his infigite' Power, .I:19% 
fer from Hence, that: as he faid, and, i 
as conſtant! Experience , may comvinog. : 
Mat. ix. US, . #he-; ſincere Labourers are few, 104 
- 37-comparative Sence,..and yet tHe Famueſh | 
ibid, V;80f Seals great ; thats, vaſt Numbets. | 
are,. eyery where, almoſt coatinually;, 
brought - into, God's: Threſhing-Floor,, 
if-I may. fo fay, Ren, the viſible | 
Church. : - tC 

s I fay to 2; Jew:, . not. 
lt Ut cf Thi 7 P:, as. 
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So 


Credit to the Report ot our | Blefſcd 
Saviour; : 


rhe; leaſt Deſign,. to: derogare from NY 

the Honour, which'IT am ſenſible,. 5 W & 
due to Ezekiel, and 1 7 aih,. (for:that YY +3 
wou'd be.yery inconliſtent, . with ithe I jv4 
Profeſſion, which/L make, of the Chriy | ca 
tian. Religion, which;.is built: oa; «he. I qo 
Je ewiſb Prophets, as. well as on:0ur $44: aff 
Eok- i viour's Apoltles, Jefus Chrift bimſef be Þ} tit 
o. ing the chief Corner-ſtaze. ) but I wau'd: I] the 
convince him , if. it be. poſſible; upon: | jd: 
rhe-Pcinciples, in which.we both,agrod): Þ Ho 
that we have far more Reaſon; gd fort 


FAY 


} 
oh 
LI + 2 
© wr Te5 
" 3, * *S ; 
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vis | i Kon aro fair 

our, s reported ft ave cen, 

|: tieard ho Things, and,” forouj i 
we know, did acq uairit hi Diſc) 

Y vi the Viſon which he ſaw: NY 
Voice which he heari from "Heath. -- 

Y EFcrhaps, i it may be objeQed aghiolf 


d q | bs, That ev'n they, ho have ghu'n ms ant 


—_— t, of the Hh on? * pearing 


p the Rope emblach 0 of Lag 0 
6 V vice, he ralpe from Hal : Hin 
: Phingh; "6 fo much 4s from dar Se 
"wiour's Mouth, ſince, ev'u accorfing 10 
our own Nitionr, the ſame Spirit, which 
Mir ir'd Moſes; to write 4 Hiſtory of 
paſs'd for many Apes, before ever 
' be'was born, ev'n from the Creation of 
the Warid to Abe” Time; of febfahath z 
who, in ſome Sence, was the Father of the 
ewiſh Racez might alſo immediately ye: 
i the ftrapge' Pa [ſag es; which happemd 
"W"our  Saviour's) Baptiſm; t6 the 'foar 
| Brangdlifts. 
Bu to'this T anſwer, chit! one, who 
ivoor'd, with: what the Scripcures 


y ff alt the Gift of: Wiſdom, can eaſily ac- 


coltar for rhe Opening of Heav'n, and 
2 Realon, why. the Holy SPi- 
titappeard,' ro- our Bleſſed Saviour in 
theReſemblance of a Dove, rather than 
it - rk 'Shape \of any ochier. Animal. 
However, t theſe are Niceties, that are 
foreign tour preſent Purpate. N 


K 2 AY 


> 


hs 


* 


- All therefore, that. 


Dove, but: eyn the, Subciley [of 
Serpent, when: he put ſuch Diſt 


as this, into. the Mouth. of one, whom! 


be calls.a Jew , who, .1f he be not. 


to. his Pretenſions, muſt believe ſeveral 
Things, that are much. more impry 
bable, than any Thing, related in th | 


Hiſtory, of which, I am now dif 


coutling. w 
—_— annie ed aono—be £73" 336% FAY FORE BY - 
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 Cnar. XXXIX. + 


VF Remember, in a. Diſputation',.:} 


Doftors, and before a great: Deal-@ 


Learned Company, :who were at: ofice 
Witneſſes, aid Judges of what I ſaid 


I ugd: this Argument againſt :?em; 
Pray Geatlemen, let me know, ſaid 4. 
ſince two. Perſons haye appear'd,.upey 
the Stage of the World, who are; cat 
fidently 'reported, to. have done {ugh 
Things, as were vaſtly - beyond: ; the 
Sphere of Nature; ws. a . the 
Lawgiver of the Jews, who writ 
the Hiſtory of what -he did; and 

, JESUS 


| I ſhall do at pre. 
ſeat, ſhall be to ſhew, that Cel/axs did 
not. only want the Innocence. of the | 


had with fome. Celebrated-Jewih 
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Fa 


- did; but has the concurring Teſtimony 


$ live, forſoorh, 'rhat © Moſes deliver'd 
" nothing, but what was true, tho? the 


'Suffrage of the Chriſtians, who don't 


: God; but confirm the Hiſtopy of our 


"you firſt aſſign ſome 
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_ Ofieen' agalhft Celfus. 
ES US, our Maſter, who has not 
ft behind him, in Writing, an Ac- 
count, 'of any of the AQtions' which he 


_—_ 
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of the four 'Evangeliſts ; I ſay, let me 
know, on what Grounds, you can 
juſtity. the vaſt Difference, which you 
make berween em, that we muſt be. 


Fpyptians reproach him, as one: thar 
dealt with the Devil; but muſt look 
upon our Sayiour, as a vile Impoſtour, 
on the Account .of the ſevere Accuſa- 
tions, which you bring againſt him, 
We ſec, that both thete Perſons, have 
their. Authority ſupported, by the Te- 
ſtimony of a great Body of People, 
Moſes has his ſupported ol the ready, 
and joint Teſtimony of the Jewiſh Na- 
tion, and qQur Savzoar his by the General 


deny Moſes, to be « Prophet ſent from 


Saviour, 'ev'n by the Sacred, and Un- 
diſputed Authoricy of our celebrated 
foſes. 'If therefore, you delire us, to 

juſtify our ConduR, in-paying foawful 
2 Regard to our [elec Sviour, do 
Reaſons, why you 

elieys. in Moſes, who came into the 
World, tnany Ages before the i#carnate 
Jeſas, and then, it may be time to ac- 


Az 


389 
< k.. at. __ with the ration _ 


Wager: » anioh; Calne, * 


ih our Fairh, is built." _ _ 
But if you refuſe. to, give us any 
Reaſons, why you. believe in Moſes, 
neither ſhall we think ht to acquaint 


you, with thoſe we have, far belieying | 
1n our; Saviour, ar..if you. arg nor abl 
ta offer any 'DemonſFrative Arguments 


ia favour of your juſtly celebrated Moſes, 
be pleas'd ro hear, what Argymeats we 


can bripg, ey 'N "from the Law, and the | 


Prophets, tq prove, chat our Jeſus:1 


FO wr Meſſt bn, on, Yhich, 5 ſorer 
thing ſtrange,” thoſe' very Arguments, | 
26 % F 4g « 


Writidgs, to prove, that qur Sayiout 


which we bring ſo the eſtame 
had a Divine Commiſſion, do, at the 


Tame Time, prove, that Moſes and the 
Prophers were Perſons, who were itt 


mediately inſpir'd. Byt to return. 
The Law, and the Prophets, aboun 


with as ſtrange Stories, as that of the : 


Dove, that appear'd to. our Saviaur, at 
tis Baptiſin ; and the Voice, that cams 
to hin! our, of Heay'n; and that it Ns 
the Spirit'of God, Thar fppear'd to him 

in the Reſemblance of 'a ove, cok, 4 
think, at leaſt” ſeem high]y bable, 
Vi the Conlideratign ot _ hiractes 

h je 1 Our — ANIO0e po ippente Rc whuch Ce yi 


did; by t 
os 6 CP | 3 hero 10 oe | 
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did . en 
bad 


Here F thiaky' it may not . be im- 


| proper,. to: mention, -not only the Mi-. 


racles/ of 'our._ 'Saviour;;* but: alſo thoſe; 


which - were . wrought. by-the A poltles, - 


who- were,. every: Way, qualify'd;' for 


_ that great: Work, in which, their Maſter 


Age 'm-_+ For if their: Miniſtry 
eenaccompany?d:witlMiracks, 
they/ wou'd:' never Hhave'been+ able, fo! 
liappily. ro-prevail wirh: their Hearets, 


- -6/ renounce* the: Religion; which! 


they! had" been: 'botn, and” bred; and- 
w embrace''a' new,. di{countenanc'd: 
Doctrine, © the/ Profefſion of which, 


wor'd' expoſe em: to theigreateſt-Daii- 


gers;: ev*n:to an ignominious, andipain- 
tul'D-ath;. and :fome- remarkable Foot- 
fteps- of” that” Holy: Spirit, -- who+ ap- 
ar'd' to our -Saviours: ini the Reſem- 
lance - of a- Pove, do remain among 
Chriſtians; 10! this: very Day. They 
difpoſſe(s: Demons,  pertorin 'many worm 
derfuliCures, and ſometimes, when God 
ſees fit, they fareſee, and foretel furure, 
diftaat,, and; very” contingent; Events. 
Andrherefare; leti Cel, and his Jew, 
ridicule ys; asmuch as ever of pleaſe, 
1s per and I'think, undeniable; 
hat many: Perfons have.gmbnac'd the 


Chriſtian Religion,. ia-Spirei of all 'the { 
Force of: Prejudics, -the-Spirit of 'God' 


making: f fadden, and ſapawerfuban 
linpteflion-on cheir-Minds, whether'in 
by ie (BE; [4 
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m:es-ro Chriftianity, as once they were, 


phanrly, laid down Lives, forthe 


Truth with their warmeſt 


that .haye falln, fine the. _ 


Ipfdels,..iwith abundant Matter--of 
Laughter ,':who waquid : be ready ta 
{ſpect us: Chriſtians, as wedo them, -of 
inventing. Fictions, to ſupport a bad, 
ang :{jpking. Cauſe, tho? DIE Soong 


my. Deſign, and Endeayour,. is not-t6 
maintail> ,oup  Religian, by fabulous; 
and-ridiculoys Narrations; but. by a 
Variety of proper Evidence, to r 
mend it... to the World, as being Ye 
xiv'd from, no Aber, than a vine 
Original., --..,! 
And. ſinee- %is'a pretended Jew, who 
alls 4n Queſtion, rhe: Deſcent of \;the 
fo S int, upon PUT: Saviour, /1 m the 
eſemblancs' gf, a Dovez:.ong might 
{dg , who is it, thac ſays thu 
Ys, in Tales, Y,:Now' the Lord Goll 
F $74 mrrend;for Hol Spmit ; which 
beſo are. has he ene ay = pen 


- Spin 


ee 


"Y 
F 


A Deel BE Viſion, ar « ſoinz-ocher Way, 4 
that inftgad!-of being implacable Enez; | 


rliey haye eparrullxeend evintriums;.: 
Sake of their Profeſſion, and ſeald the £] 
If 1 ſhou'd only relate thoſe Things - 


of my own. -perſonal Know 8 $6 
frequent, Obſervation; I ſhou? beevitth | 


of Hearts can: bezr me Witneſs, that 


"RR 


Origew againlt Celſus. ig3 
Spirit, 'fear-- our Bleſſed- Saviour; or, 
1 chat * the Son, and" Spirit,” were both 
e, | ſent'by the Father, the latter of which 
"| two Interpretations; ſeems to. me; F 
e' | confeſs,” to-be true, and' genuine; and 
Wi... becauſe our: Saviour was ſent firſt, and 
++ then the Holy Spirit, that the Pros 
S WF phecy-might be fulfid; the Accom- 
T T——_— of which, was 'reſeryg*& for 
* uture' Ages, ' for ' that Reaſon amgng 
h'» Y © arhers, I:judge it is, that Things are 
F related, as they are, 'by - the Evangeliſts. 


n A ND fince Celſas's Jew :do's, in 
ſome ſort, rn" 4 that our 
5 Saviour - was baptiz'd by Fobz the Bap- 
| tif, I. wou'd: produce the Teſtimony of 
a Famous Authar, who liv*d ae 
after, . I: mean Joſephas, whb 1a the x8 
Book of+his' Jewiſh - Antiquities ,; i 
& 'That Jobin'the Baptiſt way invelited 
© with Authority to baprize, 'and pro- 
«. mis'd :Remiſhon' of:i Sin: to 'them , 
# rhat cams 40 his Bapriſey, - + | 


Ho 
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The 


We ane 


The Cond hug? he dan's bes” 


bet and; when, he: enquires: ions 
&- 4. ule Ke Takin Of»: Jenwfalens,, 
= Sgt X the; ke? 
dE is, \- hay and furs! 8 
oy, Cys Fa $420k 954, 00 th have: : 


Jewgh Nation, for killing ans the 
juſt, (who was Brather to Je/ws, who is 
Ehrift; amt was, . 
without doubr, a very Virtuous, and 

10us Man. 

This Temks/ was the. fot Perſon, 
" Paul, that fincere Follower; and 
emineat- Apoſtle of our Blefſed Lord, 
cells us, thathe went rac viſit, becauſghe 
was the Bent Chrifly: which Title 
was proper \for him, -not ſo«-much»by 

08 their, bein 0” '1t @ peculiar 

| oof the faine . Fleſh /.and© Blob; 
ascan- the; Account\ of theradmi 
ang: manifetÞ-Aggreement hottriof their 
PoRrines and\\thpin Moral\” 7 
If | then»rhe; +fors-mencion. nk 
ſap ' That tlie: Deftruftitin bf-Ferd- 
4 /:lem, waxing ro che: RBarbarous 
* Death of James the juſt? how much 
mare Reaſon is there to believe, *twas 
really, 


SHALL Bo "I J2V1O [a3 we rug? WW | 


> 
ARR 


Erucifixioa of our, Bleſſed Saviour , 
whoſe; Pivinity ,- 1s. 10 frequently at- 


teſted; by ſa many large, and- united 


Bodies of Men, Fg conſiſt. of ſuch 
erions, as have. left their vicivus Pra- 
Joly devote themſelves tothe Ser» 
vice of their great Creator, and liberal 
eontipagn and. in all their A&tions, 
Zave a moſt ſerious Regard to his 
Honour, and-Intere(t in the World. 
And. tho* the. prerended .Few,ſhow'd. 
make no Apology for the Prophet ;Ezes 


 kiel, and. J]/aiah, ſince wei meet with 


Paſſages in their Writings, and in the 
reſt. of the Prophets, which" are na 
leſs ſtrange, I am ſure, than thoſe 
which, are related ia the Goſpels, cor» 
cerning our Blefſed Saviour ; viz. That 
the Heavens were open'd, and- that he 
heard a Voice: from thence ; +I ſhall 
endeavour. to. ſhew , that: alf., who 
believe an over-ruling Providence, ac- 
knowledge, therg. have been-prater- 
natural Viſions, and ſuch . wherein fu- 
rure Events, relating tothe Afﬀairs of 


, humane Lite, have been more. clearly, 


pr. more obſ{curely repreſented to rhe 


, Warm Imagination ; 1 fay, I ſhall en- 


deavour.to jhew, that the Aſſertors of 


rovidence acknowledge, ' that ſucly 


Viſions have been ſeen, by Perſons in 
their. Sleep ; and that ris' aq difficult 
| ' Mat» 
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MIDWEST POE TIES 
Origen againlt Celſue. 
Matter to coticeive,, upon :this Hypo: 
theſis, that the "fame Impreſſions may 
be made on the Imagination, "when a 
Perſon is awake: Whether they be de- 
fign?d by God, for the private Benefit 
of ſome particular Perfons, or to-pro- 
mote the ſpiritual Adyantage'of Man- 
kind in general, and as in our Sleep, 
tho'--there be nothing to itrike upon 
our S2nle of Sight, or Hearing, 'yet 
we ſtrongly imagine, that we ſeg ſych 
ObjeQs, and hear ſuch articulate Sounds, 
when ?tis our rational Faculcy, that's 
all this while at Work, and undergoes 
theſe various, and ſtrange Sznfations : 
So there's no Abſurdity, ia ſuppoſing, 
thar the ſame Thing might happen 
ro the Prophets, when we read, that 
the Heav*ns were open'd to *em, thar 
they ſaw ſtrange Sights, *and: heard the 
Voice of the great God himſelf. 
For my Part, I dowr ſuppoſe, that 
the yiſible - Heavens were open'd, and, 
i a- literal Sence, were cleay'd aſun- 
der, to. give the Prophet Ezekiel an 

Qccafion, for'writing as he do's. 

And-1-am' tully fatisfy'd, that they 
who read: rhe Golpels, with any Mca- 
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| ſure of Judgment, won't underſtand 


our' Saviour's Viſion, in the. groſs 
Senſe of 'tthe Wards of Scripture, tho? 
F am not a little' ſenſible, that the ig- 
narant $orc of People, who,' at every 
CODES OI IR in hs FEW Turn , 
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Turn, and to ſupport: an, idle Whim- 
ſy, of. their own, will allow the Frame 
of Univerſal Nature, . to be. ſhak'd 
trom' off irs Hinges ;\and imaging, 'thar 
ſo..vaſt, and compa .a Body, as: that 
of the Heavens, was rent.in_ two; will 
be offended with any Diſcourſe. in Di- 
vinity, that. do's in the leaſt; interfere 
with the lireral, and. moſt, -obviqus 
Sence .of | Scripture. ... ,  .; 1: 

_.. Bur. one. who' dives. to the Bottom 
of Things, will fiad, . that, according 
to. the _ Account, - we. have, in. .Holy 
Writ, there is a certain, Divine Know: 
dee, which none, | but a few, happy 


* 


Perions. have, (as. Solowon: ſays, Thou Prov. ii 
ſbalt- find: the Knowledge of the, Lord)* vv 3. 
and. that the ſeveral Branches of it, 
are. ſuch as: follow z/ viz. . A Sightt;.a- 
dapted to the .Countemplarion of; Qb- 
jects,..that . are beyond..the Sphere [of 
ane ed Nature, ſuch as Cherubzms;and 
Seraphims ; a Heariug; ſuited to the Fer- 
ceptien of. Sounds,.valily.different from 
thoſe.,, iwhich are forar'd 1a the-[Air:; 
a Taſt, that can reliſh the liviag Bread, 
that came.down. from. Heaven; a.Smell; 
that -can., diſtinguiſh. thar ; Heaygaly 
Perfume, of which, the. Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
whetv he ſays, He.are unto God: freer, Cor. ij; 
Saevour of Chriſt ; and a Touch, of which; V. 15. 
St. John, ſpeaks, , when... he lays, \Uar; ohn i 
Hands have bandPd of the . Word, of Vas 
Life. The 
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' amy) and bare Records that ry 5 the bye” 


The 1 Bleſſed Pe Pegs the Loo 
” Parrakers of theſe Diyine 0 
ons; and ſeeing; ow. #2. ac 
ſmelling, 'in' a Way that _ 
ſupernatural, WE iſ tnderitan 
'Things;” in the ſame Setice 
we mult rake that Place Bots 
where he's faid; to have ear the io Boot 
that- was deliver'd hit. 

In this Sence it was that Ide Tele 
the'fweet Savour of the Divine? Gae- 
roents of his Son, and profiouiied: 7 

'upon hit; "Set on _—_— 

S085 4s es the Smielt + fs Fitld; "wh 
Lima has” bleſs ds A after rs + 
Mannerz our Saviour 'touct?d rjie' Les 
per, which T think, mutt-be-tinders 
ſtood 'of a Spirirval, father than & Corpos 
real” Touch, - that © lie "might ©nbt--only 

cleanſe” him; as foine-rlnk, "from ts 
bodily-'Diſtemper; but chiefly, that he 
tight Ge im from the viker; and 


LE ik. of Sin,” Ahd 
after the ſame! til "Allowing 
-_ _ ww the in t _ Slang 

1 ſaw the Spirit a«/ce ons 
ng bg Fe Fo 
him, . fret ve wht 3 bat he that /ent 
me 10: baptize. with "_ the" fait ſaid 
70-me, upon whois thou ſouls ſee the Spirit 


/ deſetnidlirg, and riniaiting, th e [amt is he, 


ho baptizts with the Holy G - #nd T 


"" Gaze® < tpi 
of:God, And the Heav? ns were .open'd 
ro: Our bled Saviour, when there was 
no: Perian; : Well, -1s far as I can gi- 
ther from the Account, which we bave 
in Scripture, $0 be an E &and Ear. 
Witneſs.4f what ha to him, CX< 
cept Fobn the Baprft. 


But our Saviour frecchl his Diſc # 


\co<Wigm thacr Au valfo :fhou'd '/ſee | 
caV'ns - Eyiags Yerilyj 

EL ly. _ 08; that hereafter p94. 
Heav?n: opens and the : Agel s:of God ruſe 


config, aud d dfcending hypo rhe og of 
Men.” 


"Rod,f in che: foregoi Saincain we 
muſt underitand-that' Place-of Strip- 
tute ;: where tis ſaid, eo St: Paul was 
carry'd up to the thitd, or highett Hea- 
vein which before was oper'ditoy him, 
fince;:;we-are well-afſurd, he:was one 
of #he ſincere Followers, and: moſh kmi- 
neat Apoſtles af 'out:Bleifed I:otd. :Buc 


asfqr-thoſe Wortls; Whether in the Boay,/* ©or-xit 


or Out: of the; Body, 1 car's tell, God: Henk; 1 
"ris Not my Butfin&/s at preſenm, 'to: In-' 
Gi(k, __ 'ent. OF 011 


Cake XL 


" LVE me are 5 i, ou 

hy here,. a Iat -IS - this, 
at a any Brac zny Warraat. from 
Scripture, or Reaſon, as far 'as*T- can 


fee,..imagines, that ouri$aviour did -ac- 
quaint his Diſci by, with the ſtrange . 


Things that had ha ncai_t ro himy:that 
the: Yates had :: nd, and 
that the: Spirit of, God, Yar deſcended 
upon hini-at the River Jordan: - -- 

Butthis mighty Man, with all his Wiſ- 
dom, ſeems not at = % Io ve cOMNTER 
the Incongruity of fuch a Suppoſition, 
with 'the General Practice 'of our 
Saviour,. who' forbad.. his Diſciples, 'to 
make +mentioa of 'the Vilion, which 
he ſaw upon the Mountain, *cill he 
ſhou'd riſe from the Dead. And 
thing was more common, as ap 
from the Goſpels, than for our Bleſſed 
Saviour, to & what lay in his Power 


-to avoid all Talk, that was in favour of 
John v. himſelf. - Therefore he ſays, If I bear 


V. 31- Witneſs of. m 
of. my ſelf, Witneſs is not 
true, And becauſe g 


induſtriouſly 
avoided 


gue 
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F avoided every Thing that favour'd of 

'F  Selt-Applauſe, and bad rather. that, his 

Works thou'd praiſe him, and d&mon- 

ſtrats to the World, that he was the 

true Meſſiah, the Jews faid ro lim, If 

' thou be,ahe Chriſt, ao thou tell is plainls; 

SK And becauſe the Jew, whom Celſrs 

perſonates, ipeaking ot the Apptarancs 

of the Holy Spiric, to our Saviviir; in 

Y |\ the Refemblance 'oft a , Dove, tays, 

Fhere's no 'Goay, to atteit the Truth, of 

. what bappewd ro you, beſides your je!f, 

. ind another Perſdn, of the [ame pityfai 

£44; Þ thiol ir,will be ſeafonable, and 

highly deceſfiry, to ſhew, thac be 

talks 1wſtich a manner, as is very vnuits 

able rv the CharaQer he bears. And 

this is evident, trom the different Rez 

gard, which che Jers pay co Chr1/f, and 

to John the Bapriſt, bork with Re- 

F ſpect to their Pcrivns, and their Sut- 

ferings, Which ro me is a tufficienc 

Argument, that, ajter 211 - che Preign- 

\fions which he makes ts Kuowledge, 

he cou*dn't perfonate a Jew, d:\courting 

conſiſtently . with our Bleffed Sa- 
VOur. 
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þ GH.4P. ANLIL 10 
HE NCeſu,(T dowt well know | 
-Þ , how, but I fuppoſe, purpoſely} F +, 
i*overlooks one of the . moſt cogent Ar. Y f 
+*guments,. that can be brought, in Fas + 
: your of: our- Bleiſed | Lord; w1z. - Hig 'Y 
: being foretold-by the\Jewiſh Prophets 1, 
-. by. Males, and thoſe who fucceded him, Þ} * oh 
--and ev'wby ſome, who. liv'd-long before FF 
him, __ I preſume, *rwas for this politic Po 
Reaſon, .. becauſe he: knew very. well, 
* that he cowdwrt return any: tolerabke Ag 
- Anſwer to a Propoſition, to which both FF 
the Jews, and rhe greateſt Hereticks did F 1x, 
- afſent, who all agree, that. many of the 
Prophecies of the Jewiſh Prophets were: 
-zccompl.th'd, in. the Perſon of - him; Y 
- whom; we- believe :to be rhe-/ True | 
Meſhah.. [En e551 
Aad' perhaps, he had never read the. 
Prophectes, bur had heard & general, and* 
lovte Report concerning %«in. For it! 
nc had known, that there have beef 
ſeveral Prophets, who have foretold YI ,..; 
».our Saviour's Appearance in the World, 
&reainly he wou'd never have put 
| thele 
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"Bo theſe Words, into! the Month of a Few, 


(which T think , wou'd much: better 


n. have become-:a Jamar ar; :OT' a v.45 


; Uucee,) wit. 'My, Prophet faiditormcerty 
 i# Jerufaleth, that the Son of God: 142) 
' come to \rewatu the Righteous, ent (1s 

| daniſh the Wicked. . 
For: ſurely, there have.been moxes 
than- one Prophet; that have;/ propliy- 
'd of our Bleffed :Saviow, tice evu 
the Saddgces, and the Sear iirqns; who! 
- own no more "than the: Pratarever , 
can't but ſcez 1t they are; not w:ltujly 
- blind, that biojes h1;mielt has pic) 
pheſy*d concerning: him; ang;/ts 11414; 
poſſible, the Prophecy ſhow'd. be: pubs 
bid *at Fers/alem, fincc the Name of 
no-tuch Place was known, tor many 


Ayes after Mojes. 


By. the Way; I with with ail my 


Heart; that all our implacable Ad- 


vterfaries; unkeis it {hou'd pleate. Gud 
t.convert *em, were as ignuratti as 
Cal/us, not only of the true, | and 14 
Sence .of the Fhings, of which uh; 
Sripture treats ; bur allo of tre veiy 
Ferrer of it, that fo+ their Diicour ics, 
mc - having that Colour of Reaion, 
Which ſomecimes they have, ihe com- 
on. People! might nor fo much, as wi 
4::ſhorc Space of Tune, yagi, CV is 
the weakeſt Aſſcor io any Litwg, rey 
are\ able” ro produce, againit ns. N 
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- Belides no Fw,but! ons, wha rn | þp, 
brought over to the, Religion whiclt 'Y /; 
we embrace, . will acknowlcdge, that F. "7b 
_ the Prophets forerold, that tlie Son-of WY » 
God was to come. into the World. Y /; 
What tlie Fews fay 'is this, that the 'Y 
Meſſiah is to come, .and in: their: Diſs WY wy 
pucations./ with us, the firſt Queſtion a4 
almolt which they ask, 1s, H/bo is .thitt WW © 
Son of God, of whom you talk Fa mucht WY &< 
intimating to us, that they don't bes Y # 
lieve, - that any ſach Perſon was ever pe 
tended by: the' Prophets. 3.4 
For -my Parr, I firmly believe, that 6 
the Perſon, of whom there are ſo many Y K 
PrediQtions, in the Writings of the MW «| 
geo Prophets, is the Son of Godz Þ gf 


ar I cam, for my -Life, coneeives Y r; 
how a Jew, who denies this plain A@ Y fe 


ſertion, can confiitently with his Cha» : 
rater, make ule of the following Wordy | 
My Prophet [aid formerly in Jerufalemy 

that the Son of God was to come into the: | 


4O World. | Then Celſus adds the following! 


INRA "755 


Words, To reward the. righteous, and 0 | } 

niſh the wicked. And, as if this was | wy 
« all that 'was fore-told, and there were: h 
nv Predictions, concerning. the Place of” rc 

our Saviour's Nativity, or the unjuſt, ! 

and barbarous Treatment , which he 4 

met. with, -at the Hands of his :own $ 


Country-men the Jews, or his. Refſur- 
reCtion from the dead, or the Miracles. 
he. 
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he:perform'd ; he ſays, Why ſhou'd this 


BY Prophecy be appropriated to yauy. when the 
5 fame Thing' may te ſaig of many Perſons, 
1 that Lio'd before, and after you, with 
' wore. reaſon, than you can ſay it of your 


Jef ? and ſeeming to infinuate, that 
tliere were abundance of: Perſans, | ta 
whom this Prophecy might fitly be 
apply:d, as well 'in all retpegs, as tq 
our-Blefled Savigur ; he fays, Several 
Embaſia/ts "and  Impoſftors have' claim'd.* 
the: venerable Title, of the Sou of God, 
and have ſaid, that they came dawn from 
Heav'n ;  tho*' F know not, what 
Ground he-cou'd have, for uſing this 
Expreſhon, 'fince the Jews do. ſtrongly 
deny, 'thar onr Saviour was: the Son 
af God, TaoithisI anſwer, that feve- 
ral Prophets:have prophecy'd in a dit- 
ferent manner; concerning the Me/7ah, 
ſoms by obſcure, and almoſt uuintelli- 


| _ Hines; others by Allegories, and 


me in the' plaineſt, -and moſt expreſs 


' Terms imaginable. And becaule Cel/ws 


diſcovers ' his Malice, and  exceſhive. 
Heat, in the Sequel of his Diſcourſe, 
where , the Few, wounng ta, thoſe of 
his own Natiun, -thar were converted 
to tlie Chriftian' Faith, has the, Conhs 
dence to ſay, That the Prophecies which 
are apply'd to. our Saviour, may be others 
wiſe, and much better accommodated ; 1 
think, it may not be improper at pre: 
:260 7 - lents 
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F 166 Ore againſt Celjrw) 7} 
3 fent, to'inſtance -1n--ſome. few of *emy, "NF 
which" *are molt» -canfiderable. And: - 
here It any Perſon employ: his utmoſt - 
Skill, FYety: hint co ſhock the Faith F 
of any: jadiGiqus, and: eftabliſh'd Chris. IF» 
® {r-ans. T6 £94 $ T08} 13-4; a0 j ; | 
"nll ©As forthe” Place: of our Saviour's' 
Nativity, 7%is: faid; \That'is- Ruler (bil 
come forth-from Bethlehem, in the tol- 
- Mica. v. lowing Words, But :thow, Bethlehem 
I Y. 2 Pphrataly-2h0* 'thou"bs\ little among the 
q i houſantlsoft-Jadahy yer aut of thee ſhalk 
he coni® forth *unto me; who ito be Ruter, 
in Tract ;*#hoſ/s- Goings. forth have been 
from of Old; fram Everlaſting. | 
 Fliis Prophecy camt, with any Shew: 
of Realon;-be apply'd to-thaſe Extru-: 
| fafts and Impoſtors, as Celfas. calls *en,, 
who ſay, they came down. trom Hea-: 
ven, unlefs1c'plainly appears, that they! 
vere born at'Bechlehem, or as the Words: 
may berender'd, came forth from Beth- 
tehers, to be Rulers of the-People. AY 
for our Saviour's being'born at Berhles 
hem, if any Perſon be: diſſatisfy*d with 
the Prophecy of Micah, and the Ac- 
count Which is giv'n by the Eyange» 
hits, ler” bim' only conſider, that rhe 
Cave, in which he wag: born, and the 
Marger, in which he lay, are to be{cen 
it the fore-menrion'd Place ta this very. 
Day.” And” this "is a Truth fo well 
known, 'aad 16 credibly, atteſted, that, 
109 hee Ger auger or eva 
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Chriſtian Religios, are frequently-heard 
to:fay, Here us ;the Cave, tp''whith, that) * 
 Jz$Uys, who # worſhipid by the Chr ian 
' was born. ; | 
And "tis my Opinion, that before 
our Saviour did make Tis Appearance , 
im the World, the chief Prielts, and 
the "Teachers: -of. the People , openly 
confe(s'd, and taught, rhat-tlie Mejliah 
was to he born at Berhlehem; and that 
.ev/n' the common; Peaple among! the: 
Yews were acquainted with this Pro- 
phecy, which was delivet?'d, in--ex- 
preſs, and very familiar 'Fur.vs.: Hence 
i©-came to-pals, that Herod, enquiring 
of :the chief Prieſts, and Scribes, where 
. the- Meſtah ſhou'd be born, 'receiv'd 
this Anſwer, that he ſhou*'d -be bora 
- ar \Bethlebem, in. the : Land: of Judea, 
which was honour'd, by .-being - the 
Place;, from which no leſs. a Perſon 
than King David himſelf did ſpring, 
Beſides we read 1n St. John's Golpel, 
that the Jews ſaid, that Chriſt was to 
be born at Bethlehem ; which- was in 
. the Native Country of the: fore-men- 
tion'd King. But when -our,' Saviour 
was come into the World, thoſe Per. 
ſons, who left na Stone unturn'd, ta 
appole the Religion, which he intro- 
duc'd, did: no longer teach, that. the 
Meſſiah was to be bora at Rerhlehem, 
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tame. wretched Fraternity, with them) © 


'  Wiuo prevaild. with the: Souldiers:; 


(wlio: were appointed t6 guard the 
Sepulchre, * and were Eye-Witneſfes-of 


hs. wiumphanc Reſurrection) to: fay,  N 
6H Diſciples * cane by Night, and- fold . 


the Loye.of Oppoſition, that it ten 
1appens, that we cant difcern the moſt 


#pparent. PFrirths, and are» loth to ens | 


Aure the Sinme, which acrends a-Re, 
tantation,” of thoſe  talfe; (nnd danges 
rovs: Principles, which we have once 


embrac'd, .#nd- I think; *tis every ot - 


36 ealy, 'to) leave any bad. Habit, that 
we 'lave unhappily! contratted, tho} 
3r- be, a5 3t' were, rooted in our: very 
Nature,” as'-to' leave the Opinions} 
which we foriperfy held, and which 
were very dear, aug extreamly familiat 


: - . 

Bis well known, we. do, with 
Kind of ſecret. ReluQtancy'\, forſake 
thoſe Houſes; Cities, and Villages, 
which: -by: pur Jong, and delighttul 
Continaance - in- *em; have rentier'd 
therttfelves' familiar, and4eyn natural 
to us; "And: if it was nov for innac- 
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Cty, 


iV. 1;. 11% away, while 'we ſlept; and aid rq_ 
Ya 14 'em.,' If - thu come ta rhe Governar's 

* Ears, welt perfwade him, and ſecure youi 
Such is the* Power of *Prejudice, and 


1 


1 
_ 
=; 


th 


and+ often miraculous Circumſtances, 
whiclr atrended the: Lite, and Death 
of our Blajſcd Saviour. But that Pre- 
judice 4s one of the greateſt Infirmi-, 
ties, which our Minds can poſſibly 1a- 
bour under, is plaia to:them, who'con- 
ſider, that *cis with no ſmall Difh- 
culty, and Regret, that we 1-ave the 
OQpinzons,, which we receiv'd by 'Fra- 
dition, from our. Parents, tho? perhaps; 
they may be ſuch, - as on mature-De- 
liberation, do cover us with the deepelt 
Shame, and fill us with Vcxation, and 
Confution. FN: EE 
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countable. Prejudice, evin'the common 
People: among the Jews, wou'dwc hut 
eir Eves, as' they: manifeſtly do,' a- 
inſt, rhe glorious Light of Scripture- 


ophecy, nor deny rhe extraordinary, 


So talk to an Fgyprian, till your 


Obl{tinacy 


Heart do ake, and your Breath fails | 
you, yet he'll be fo tar from renoun- 
cing: his Religion, that he will perſiſt 
Qin 1t, 1t it be poſſible, with greater 


than before, and rarher 


dye, than be guilty of ſo horrid a 
Prophanation, as he accounts it, r0 
gat, and pollute the facred Fleſh of | 


Animals. 


I thought it neceſſary, to dwell 
= longer on thus Subject, that fo we 
ay return a folid Anſwer, to them, 


who, [cruaps, may hot [tick ro lay, 


y 


If the Prophtcies have ſa plain a reference, 
to your Savicurs as you ſay They have, 
how, comes it ' 20" paſs, ' that the Jews, 
whoſe Wiſdom you' fo highly value, dowt 
embrace the Chriſtian Religion; as well, 
and as 'readily as you, 'and regulate their 
Prattice, 'by thoſe Precepts, which Chriſt, 
3 ſome Sence, has left behind him? 

. \But' let none : reproach us, as if-we 
were fo: wretchedly' ignorant, -.as .nor 
to: diſcern. the Sophittry, of fo-'weak 
an Argumeat , (ſince ſome, andT hope, 
many of 'us - can 'make'it appear.upon 
Occaſion, that Chriſtianity 1s -built oa 
the moſt rational, and folid Grounds, ) 
or 'refle& upon us, gs it we were ac+ 
countable,” tor the : monſtrous Blind: 
neks, and. extravagant PraQiice, of the 

Jews, S : | | 
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CHAP. XLIFK. 
Might, it *twexg neceſſary, inſtance 
- 13 angcher Prophecy, that was;Wwrur, 
many Ages before the Incarnation of 
our. Blefled Saviour ,...1 which | F4cob 
propheties: concerning; all his Children, 
201 ſpeakigg concerning Jedah, has 


To 


theſe rezmarkable Words, The Sgeprer Gen. xlis 
ſp all not. depart from Judah, nor a Laws + ©: 


giver from between his; Feet, *ti!l Shiuoh 
come,. aua unto him ſhall the Gathering 
of the People be, Now any one, wha 


reads this Prophecy, which js of greater 


Antiquity, thaa their-celebrated Moſes, 


( tho? perhaps ſome Infidels may ſuſpect 
it can't hut wonder, how. Jacob cou'd 
toretell, that the Rulers of the Few!ſb 
Nation, which conliſted of no.lefs than 
Twelve. Tribes, ſhou'd. come . af, the 
Tribe of Jadch. 
This we ſee has :been iſo eyidently, 
and {o remarkably. verify*d, rhar the 
whole: Body of. the Jews, do tale their 
Name rom the fore-menrion'd, Tribe, 
which held the Reins of Governmenc 
1a their Hands, aad rpanag'd *'<m a5 
OPT, | they 


For all Nations almoſt have -believ'd 
in God thro* him, and haye plac'd 
rheir Confidence in his Name, accord- 
ing to that Prophecy in Iſaiah, Is tis 
[Name [ball the Genriles truſt. 

This is be, who proclain'd Liberty 
to them;. who were held faſt-in the 
Bonds af Sin, 'and Satan, as all Men 
naturally are, and faid to them, who 
were coverd with ſpiritual Darkneſs, 
be ye Light inthe Lord, according' 
CET a 1 re Wa 
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_ Origen againſt Celſo. 173 


its that Famous Prophecy, 7 :will prev1c. xii. 
ferve thee, and give thee for a Coven V+ 6,7: 


tant .of the People; to eftabliſÞ the Earth, 
to cauſe to inherit the deſolate Heri- 
tages, that thou mayſt ſay to the Priſoners 
' g0 forth; js them that are in Darkneſs, 

oy your ſelves. And the vaſt Num- 

xr. of Perſons, who flock'd from all 
Parts to our Bleſſed Saviour, did abun- 
dantly make good the Words which 
follow., They {ball feed in the Ways ; 
and their Paſtures ſhali be in all high 
Places. = beg 


Cuar XLIV. 


U T becauſe Celſws, who pretends; 

he don't want to be inform'd, of 
' waat the Chriſtians hold, reproaches 
our Saviour, as if either he was nog 
aſſiſted by his Father, or was unable 
to help himſelf,, when he came to ſut- 
fer ; {1 muſt xd. one Thing here, and 
that is this, that the Prophets forerald 
his Sufferiags, 'aad rhe Reaſon why he 
anderwent *em, rhat chey ſhou'd con- 
duce ro ths Advantage of Mankind 
in general, that he ſhou'd ev'n f2cri- 
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173 Origen againſt Coſi} 


fice. his"Life-for *tm; and be treated: ff 


viie- MalefaQtor.. 'Thiey allo foretold; 
that the Geztiles; who' had ho true: 
+ Prophets, ſhowd" acknowledge him, 'to 
be' ſent {ffom God}: and' thac He 'him- 
ſelf, with reſpect to his outward. Ap- 
pearance in'rhe Wotld, ſhou'd 'þc 8 
mean, and very contemptible Perſon: 
tc. ti. The Words of the Prophecy att theſe; 
V.13..14 Behold my Servant bat deat" prudently; 
'3* he fball be exalted; extolPd,” ind" be very 
hich. As many were aſtony'd at” thee; 
This Viſage was ſ6 marr'd, more than 
an) Man, and his Form more than the. 
Sons of Mea) ſo ſhall he,ſprinkle many 
Nations, the Kznes ſhall ſhat their Mouths 
at him, for: thas »which had not. keen told 
*emz ſball they fer, ard that which they 
Iſa, lili: had. mot heara, ſhall they conſider. Who: 
V. 12, bas believ'd our Report ? ana to whom is 
the' Arm of the Lord reveaPd? Folk tie 
ſhall grow *'np bifore' him, as a: teyatr 
Plant, ata as a Root out of a ary Ground; 
he has no Form, nor Cometlineſs; and. when 
we ſhall ſee him, there is no Beauty that 
ire ſhow d"defire him." He's deſpis'dy and 
rejetFed of Men, a'Man of Sorrows, and 
Acquainted with Grief: And we hid, as it 
were," our Faces from him, he was dejpts'd, 
and we efteem'd him uot. Surely he has 
born our Criefs, and carry'd our Sorrows : 
Ter we'did' eſteem him ſtricken, fmitien 
py of 
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their'Sakes, as 'a condemn'd; and moſt 
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of Goa, "and afflifteds Bat he was wound- 
61 for our ' Tranſereſſions, he was: bruifd 
for our Iniquities:- The Chaſtiſement* of 
- our Peace was upon” him, and'with' his 
 Stripes' we are heads Alt we like 
© Sheep have gone aſtray; we have turnd 
every one to his own Way, and the Lord 
has: laid. ' on 'him” the Iniquity of us all, 
He was oppreſs'd, and be was afflifttd, yet 
he opewd not his' Mouth: He is brought 
#1 #' Lamb to the Slaughter, and as 4 
Sheep before her Sheartrs is dumb; ſo he 


+ ou not" his "Month. He nas \ taken 
53 Y 


om Priſon, aud from Judgment, and 
- who ſhall declare his Generation ?. For 


1 he + REI out ' of 'the.. Land of | the 
e 


living, for the Trangfe/ion of my People 
wds be ſtricken | Pu 

-I remember, I made uſe of this Pro- 
phecy, in'a Diſputation, which 'I for- 
. merly- had, wirh ſome Fewiſh DoQors, 
and one of *em' return*d the following 
Anſwer, that we mult underſtand ir, 
as relating' to the whole Body of ther 
own Nation, whoſe Diſperſion, and 
many -other Calamities, wer2 Means, 
rogain Proſelites to their Religion,/And 
he explaiwd thoſe Words, He has no 
Formi, nor Comelineſs ;, and rhoſe Words, 
That:''which had not been told *%em ſhall 
they ſet, and that which rhey had not heard, 
{10 "they * conſider 5 and thole Words, 
He was! wounaed for Of Tranſgrijpon!, 
he 


Celſns. "76 


SS 


% = 


the\contrary, 4 offer'd teverak. tubRanz 


thoſe, Words were ſpoke; Hr. hs born 


whether Jews or Gentiles, were curd 
of rhiir ſpiricual Diſeaſes, by-the Suk 


_—_— our Blefſed Saviour, to,whom 
the. or; inip 


God; accommodates thei ſeveral, .and 

extraordinaty CharaQers. 4 

- But that which molt perplex'd ?em 

was thac Expreſſion, For the Tranſereſ- 
J- fon of miy People was' be ſtricken » Fot 

if this Prophecy has '\4 Reference, to 

the whole Body of the. Jews, ?ris diffi» 


4 Words. We mult, cheretore,. under- 
E Kand %*em, of farne lingle Perſon, and 
3 not of the whole Few/b Nation , and 
b who can that Perſon be, bur -our Bleſs 
3 ied Saviour, by. whoſs bloody eripes 
| wy 
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i «ol | 
brais'd for.anv Ini wiages ; ſay;- -; 
be.explain'd *em/all; 'in Favour of the « 
Sence,. Which he bad giv'a\'em. Or: >} 


tial Argumeats,.td. prove; that this Pro-.. 
phecy mutt be-underitood of a -iagle 1 
Perſon; and by Conſequence. is. nor. ro'+).1 
be refer'd r0-an entire Natian,. or great 
Number of Peaple.. I ask'd-of whom 


our Griefs, and carty'd out Sorrows 5 | 
and theſe Words, Fe was wonnded\ for | 
onur- Tranſereffions, 'he was bruis'd for our * 
AIniquities ; and thoſe Words, By bi - | 
Stripes we are heal'd: Fort they are - 
plainly. meant of thoſe Perſians, whog .. 
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fd by the Spirit of - | 


quilt... to make. Sence-vf. the; foregoing - 
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* Oricenugainſt: Calfol) Y: 
allthey, who believe in him; ars4mme» + 
I dGiately, and- will ac:kngth}. bei, vomr- 
- pleatly + heaPd;; I fay, whoyzttur our; 
- K Bleſſed Saviour; who bas-fpoildPripci.: - 
BF policies, aud Powers, ' that: /ufurp, aut; 
e roo long maintain a Tyranny, oves 
90-Y the (Souls. of > Men, and las made 4 
t | Shew of 'em!' openly, upon. lis {0s 
1 FF N@URA4BLE' CROSS Bur the, 
&it.cal, and ful Examinarion ot this: 
Frophecy, I ſhall referve tv'a wogre prov 
povhce, tho? Ithouglir;:*cwas! nccet>. 
wry for me;-t0 dwell a: licble: ppoa; 
it; 00 the Atcount, of what! Cel/av's; 
Jew-thought fit, 'to bbject-againit- us.- 
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NE remarkable 'Tidg - that has 

led: Celſws , a'11d other Inhdc)s, 

weo groſs Miſtakes, in this; imporiant 
Aﬀair, is their nor krawiags 2f, at 
leaſt, . their nat. co offacring; hat, hs 

$ Prophets ſpeak of a twotold Coming 
S ofthe, Myfieh; | b is firſt Cominga At 
which he was tor quyear, cloetiry with 
all che innoceor 1 gfirmicics of famane 
Nature, and fir!” , ng with zhe prel- 
q) $4, ſing 
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is dvCondition, tharfoyr: living 1a6 
Mong, - Meny:he .miglit .the «more, teels 
ingly infirag;tem;! in. thaſe;:Moral, and! 
Divine Fruchs;:w hich werel-importatiity 
add highly. neceffary $,rand! inculcats; 
upot/em that aweful:Actcount, which: 
pore mc ſhortly give, when- mn 
. be furnmhon'd,cto appear; before the Rar, 
of God; tand:ihis. fecond Kaming, 2th 
which» the! will appear, ifyte! from:cthe; 

laſt Allay, ev?n of inattiral as | 

@iony4 and:#hine. with the united, a 

rnfully!d::Rays, - of: his Original, andj 
m-ſons Seace, caked Divipity. *Fwou'd 

be tedious, to relate all the Prophecies, 

that have an immeciate, and mani- 

- feſt Reference to- our Blefſed Saviour. 

I ſhall, therefore, at preleat confine 
my ſelf, co that which we meet with; 
in the Fofty:fifth Platm, which is en- 
tituPd, 4 Song of Loves, and where 
our Saviour 3s expreſly call'd by the 
Name or xy 'Fhe Words _ E5 
Pfal. xlve(Grace '& pour'd into thy: Lips,” thefafs 
V* 2» 3 God "lia left thee plepehrns Gits 'thy 
Sword upon thy Thigh, "O'moſt: Mighty 
with thy Glory, and thy Majelty, 'and' in 
thy Ma jaſt y ride profpervuſly, becauſe of 


bake "4 m— 
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the Heart of the Kyng's Entmi efg” 


Fruth, and; Meekneſs, and Rio hreouſneſry for 
and thy: vigh: Hand ſhall teach theeivors wit 
_ ay 


- rible Things, Thine Arrows ave gout te 
hieve* 
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Origed Ughin eat. 


by the People 4%. ce ander thee: Thy Throneg 


: WW Goa, is for ever, and ever : The Scepter 


thy "King aoin is 4 right” Ieepter, T hog 
oveſt Righrevaſneſs, oy hate "i Wicked 
neſs, therefgr thy God, þ pe 
” hr wy & of Glatntfs, "t#howe thy 
Fellows, Where take Nena - the 
Prophetical Pſalmiſt, making. his Ad- 
dreis'to:Godp Whoſe Thrdis & fol tuely 
dull tver; ant: the 'Scepter of iphbſe' Kink. 
doit a right Scepter ;- faysythat' this 
Perſon was "anoraree'\ by: God ,." who ' was 
tis "God" and thur be was ahoiated,' "Above 
Wr Fellows, ' with: be: Oil of "Glatweſs,  b4- 
reſe the" lou'd "Rig hreoafneſs, and bated 
Withedneſs.."” 
wFE.remnembber, that once ' I horribly 
baft#d -a: Jewifb. Doftor, with: this very 
Prophecy, -who' being” at a grievous 
bots, to'know: what Anſwerihe'{hou'd 
ze me, hadiſeafonable Rewourle tos 
pityful "Evaſion , which was! ſaitable 
eidugh, to-rhe falſs Principles, he 'en= 
feavourtd ro maintain ; wwz.'Fhat thoſe 
Words, Thy Throne, O God; ts for ever, and 
ever, the Scepter of thy K3n2 49m is a right 
er, Were ſpoke? of tlie/Great God 
felf;/ and'thoſe Words; 7 how loweſt 
Anke -ouſrſs and hateſt Wickedneſs, there- 


fore\God, ev'n thy God; has anointed ti et 


withthe Oil of: Glawneſs, above thy Fellows ; 


| _ be underitood of the M+/«b. 
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Y, Cray, XLVI. | 
EN | ELSUS's Jew. continues. his X 
x | Diſcaurſe, with-'our Bleſſed Sas 
E yiour,.Aand ſays; 1f, #5 you your ſelf at p 
knowleage, every Perſon, who comes into s 

(he World, by the genera! Contourſe of ( 

Providences is 4 Son of: God ; What ſpecid [ 

Prer:gative is there, which: you can juſtly t 

claim? To which I anſwer, that they, # 

who-are? no-Jonger' ated by a Spirit h 

of Bondage, as St. \Paul- expreſſes ty F x 

ut chooſe Virtue, for. its irtrinGd> f 

Worth, may, in :a leſsnoble Szncg I 

be cald, the Sons of :God.. But there's fe 

a vaſt; Diſproportion, :between thals, v 

who are: the Sons of God, as the M 

are imperfe&ly endu'd,:: with Morah 7 

and Chriſtian Virtues, and our Bleſſal * 

$av/osr, who 1s the inexheuſtible Foun: G 


tain, from which their borrow'd Good b 
do's entirely, and will for ever flow. h 
The Words: of St.- Pavl, which I juſt a1 
now refer'd to, are theſe, Te haw " 
Rom.riii.0t receiv d the Spirit of Bondage, again d 


: Ve I3- 10 fear, bat ye have recerv*d the Spirit d 
of Adoption, whereby we cry,, Abba, ge”: + cc 
#2 | Of " 
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- The Few continues his Diſcourſe, 
in the following Wards, Abundance of 
Perſons will find Fault, with your pretend- 
2d Saviour, ee pphing thoſe Prophecies 
to himſelf, which, they think, may, at leaſt 
as juſtly, be applyd to them, To this 
{ anfwer, that T' am apt to think, that 
Cel/as didn't - know of any Perſons, 
who rivaPd our Saviour, in his 
Miracles, and jultly claim'd the Title 
of Sons of God, or The Power. of the 
Supream Majeſty. But becauſe the 
ſincere, and ſtrong AﬀeCtion, which 
I have for Trach, won't ſuffer me, 
to paſs b any Thing, that ev'n ſeems. 
.t6' oppoſe the Chriſtian Cauſe, I readi- 
ly acknowledge, that betgre our Sa- 
yiour's Incarnation, there was a cet- ' 
fain Perſon, whoie Name was I hendas, 
Who appear'd among the Jews, "Pre- 
tetiding to be- a mighty Man, after 
whoſe Deceaſe, his deluded Followers 
were ſoon diſpers*d. Some Time atter, 
io the Days of the Taxing, { during | 
which, as far as I can garher from 
Scriprure, our Bleſſed Saviour was 
born ) one Judas of Galilee, drew afrer | 
him, a conhiderable Number of weak, 
and credulous Fews, who, affeQing No- 
velties, cry'd Inm up, as a Magn, e- 


dd with more than ordinary "'Wit- 
dom, and was no ſooner brought wt 
condign Puniſhment, but his Doarine \ 
wk 3. - nn 
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came;; immediately, into , Diſreputez or, 
at beſt,.wes only fecrgdly; mainiaind, | Þ 


by. ſome few Perſaas, of mean Ravk, a 
and,. Figure: And.gfter our  Savigur h 
appear'd, .vpan the.Stage: of the W.arld, a 
one ..Doſichews, a Samaritan, .' enidca- V 
your?d,. to, periwagde. his; Country-meg, , 

l 


that he was the very, Perſon, to whom 
the Prophets had fo plain a. Reference, 
when they torecold; the: Coming of tie 
Meſſiah, and ſome few, Perſons, .I -coge 
tefs, there. were; who'ſeem*d heartily 
to, embrace his | DoEtrine. | 
Here, I think, it! will not be im- 
roper, -to mention that wiſe Expreb 
Fon of ; Gamalzel,..,which we meet with, 
in- the, Acts of the ; Apaſtles, to ſhew, 
beyond, ;all Contradiction,-. that. . the 
fore-mention'd Perſons, were not 1ntend- 
ed in the Promiſe, -which God gave, 
of ſending the Meſish, and that; ! neis 
. ther of *em deſferv'd the honourable 
* Title, . of 'The Son, ar. Power of God; 
\. but that of all the Men, who ever 
appear'd, and made a Figure in the 
World,-our Bleſſed Saviour was: the 
only Perfon, who cou'd juſtly claim it. 
AQ«, v. If this..Counſel, faid:he; or ths Work be 
V: 38. of - Men, twill come to nought ; but if it 
be of | Gi0dy, ye cart overthrow zt, leſt | 
haply ye ve + fauna, ev'n to fight - againſt ; 


0G, "= S -. 
- There was ally. ang Simmer, a Magi 
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- cian, Of Samaria, who endeavour'd by 


his Magick, to draw People after him, 
and for ſome "Time he waswt-withour 
his Followers, þut I- believe, there 
are now. ſcaxce, thirty S7monrans-1n_the 
whole habnable World; + Nay, perhaps 
T have exceeded the - Number, fince 
there are only a few near Paleſtine, 
agd- that: Poctrine,” which :,-they: ems 
brac*d; did never obtain, in. any; other 
Parts, tho? its. Authous did; foadly-imas 
gine, that it wou'd ſoony,; and: caſily 
reach, and happily engage, the. fs 
diftaat, and barbaraus-.Nations im it's 
Favour. For they who: know any. 
Thing, of their le Dare Simon, OWs 
their Knowledge, eatirely .to. the. AC+ 
count, which we have of him, in the 
Acts ofthe Apoſtles. . So .that, were 
not for the Chriſtians, his very Nams 
wou'd, before this Time, .have be 

bury'd in oblivion, and. *twas ſufficis 
ently evident from Experience, that 
he bore none of the ſhining Characs 
ters, of one, who had a” Divine Coms« 
miſſin. 
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Fo © Gage, XLVE. 


HE'N Ce/ſns's Few, not keepin 
2A 'to the facred Text, ſays, Thet- ou 
Saviour boaſted, that ſome' wiſe Men of 
#4: Chaldzans, being mov'd, by 2 ſecret 
Perſraſion ,: that he 'was . born; came to 
py Divint Worſpip' to him, in his In- 
e2ty, and that when they bad acquainted 
Herod, the Terrarch, with it, he order'd 
h3"Officers, to kill all the Infants, that 
wrre * about that © Age, imagining, that 
eur Saviour wowd* menr the ſame Fats 
with them, and thereby be prevented, 
from ever coming to the Crown. Take 
| Notice, how grofly the Jew 'is miſta- 
ken here, who confounds the wile 
Men, and the Chaldzens, not diſcerning, 
that,” fbr any* Thing thar appears to the 
contrary, they might bg. of Different 
,ountrys, and Profeſſions, and notori- 
outly Fallitying the Account, which 
we have of this Matter, in the Got- 
I And I know not how it comes tg 
, that he. dan'e chink fir, to acy 
Juaine . ys, thar the Star, which they. 
WY 12 thy Boſe as the Ground of 
gil; 
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their ſecret Pertwaſion, that the' Meſa 
| was then born into rhe World; Let 
2a us ſee therefory, what, matter -of Dit- 
courle this Subject will aFord us. 
. I confeſs, *cis: my Opinion, chat the 
Star, ' thar appear'd, at our Saviour's 
Nativity, was entirely new, and vatitly 
different, from thoſe which are -com- 
1 __ ponly-1een, whether in the ſuperiour, 
2 or interiour Orbs, and I am enclin'd 


Ares 


of to think, ir might be much of the fame 
ep kind, wirh thote Comets, that appear 
to tara Time, . and have different Names 
Ms aſſig?d *m;.: by the Greeks, accord- 
ed ing ro. their differeat. Figure. And T 
"g build my "Opinion upon the following 
ab Grounds. Ir has bzen obſerv*d by S7 
at Learned Authours, that when .any 
tb conſiderable Alteration has happen'd, 
a, in the Face of Aﬀairs; fuch Stars have 
C expos'd . themſelves to View, as did 
'» preſage ſome ſtrange Revolutions of 
le Emp:res, ſome dicadful:-Wars, or ſome 
p; ſuch Accidents as theſe, -which put the 
5 whole World into a terrible, and un- 
t uſual Commotion. -I have alſo read, 
i- in a TIreatife concerning . Comets, , 
h writ by Cheremon the Szoick, that ſomes | 


{- times they have prefag'd very happy | 
) Events, and h2 produces ſeveral Ins 
4 ſtances, from very credible Hiltorians, 
Y $0 make | good the. Aflertion, which 
if there [ays- down, mM 2 of 

be here [ays- down. A 


y f 


b0 


Uo i pas. wat OE OLE dE TRE wrt fe a Hb 
: «I aber / od AER , ) E oY 1 ab ” ? Fac 2: {*F, -Y - ed 1s » © 2w4 

Ce SI Irs + oO ING x "1 8 "ky OW LL & _ 2 F as , » 

5 OB 2 uh. d 7 i n p £ £ L Wee "I 
"0 4 6 2 hn ws. x = 
-_- - = . . - 
"T , F 
F Y 9. bx th, 
þ3= 4 . - . 

EY ; » "y F : 
7s / X ==! 
| Lo A 4 & =  - [ 

| - CY F.> 

% Y 
"ac 

> 

by 


” _, 5G £2 "4 * %, +1 
a 


If. then,::at the [Eftabliſhment- of 
fome new \Monarchy, or | before / ſame 
remarkable- Scene of publick : Affairs 
do's begin. to: open, thele Comets, or 
Stars . ot the like* Nature, do appear ; 
*is 8a -Wouderat all: that a Star ſhou'd 
be ſeen, at the Nativity of our Sa» 
viour, . who was delign'd by the All- 
waſe-God, to make ſo ſudden, ſo great, 
and ſo happy an. Alteration in the 
World, to publiſh a new, unadorn'd, 
and diſcoyntenanc'd.Noctrine, not. on» 
ly:;to the Jews, and Greeks, but alſo rq 
a _vait Number of the moſt diftant, and 
barbarous Nations of the World; _ 

And this I may fately fay, in Fa+ 


your of the Chriitian' Religion, that we 


don't ;meer with any, or at leaſt with 
ao Scripture-Praphecy, concerning the 
Appeamance of. ſuch a Star, at ſuch'a 
Time, fer Inſtance at the Eſtabliſhs 
ment of ſuch a Riſing Empire, but: the 
Scar; thar grac'd our Saviour's Nativity, 
was toretold-by Ba/azm, as Moſes gives 


Numbers Us an. Account,: There ſhall come, ſays 
xxiv.v-17 he, s Stay out of Jacob, and 4 Scepter 
ſhall riſe our of Tirael, Bur here I mutt 


argue with the Greeks, and \Fews, and 
therefore ſhall - be. oblig?d, to diſpute 
againit each Sort of Perions, from very 
different Topicks. . To the: Greeks, [ 
have-this to: offer, that the Magicians, 
who converſe with Demons, and _ 
P FD OO with 
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with'a molt Herrid Solempity, invoke 
their-ſeaſonable Aſſiltance, tor tht,moſt 
part attain the, End, which: they: pro- 
pole. to themſelves, . unleſs! a- [Divine 
Pawer 1ntertere, 'that is Superiqur- to 
the Demons, or ſome Name: be men» 
tion d, that has. a greater Force; than 
thoſe, Names,: which are .appropriated. 
by *emto the: Art they /practice. But 
if that ſhou'd/ happen,  then' all their 
Magical. Operations; are / uhavoidably 
\ Joſt, and they! are. as it were, dazzÞ'd, 

and .contounded with the bright Rays, 
of che Sua - of Righteouſneſs, 

It ſeems. to me, therefore, to be kigh- 
ly . probable, | that: when our. Saviour 
was born, :and- a Multitude. of the 
Heavenly Hoſt (as St. Lake do's cre- 
dibly. relate:the: Paſſage) prais'd God, 
faying, Glory to God in the higheſt, Peace 
on 'Earth, and good Will towards \Mex ; a" > 
the Demons .were ſhock'd, and all 
their Heliſh | Meaſures-moſt ſtrangely 
diſconcerred, not only. by good Sin. 
gels, -who- came: down trom Heaven, 
to celebrate 'the 'Nativity of our Blet- 
ſed Saviour, but alſo by the Humane 
Soul -of the. *Holy and | Spotleſs Feſzs, 
as'-being a happy Inftrument of the 
Deity, which - dwelr | in' fo gloriqus, 
but inconceivable a Manner, evan in 
his Humane Nature. The Wiſe Men, 
theretore, being deſirous, to perform 

i . _ | their 


<< F- AT 
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Irigen againſt Celis — * 
their” uſual "Operations, and failing 
in what they endeavour'd” to effe&, 
we: may naturally ſuppoſe, enquir'd 
into-'the Reaton of their bad Succeſs, 
and were. ſenſible, that ſfomerhing- ex- 
traordinary mult* occury ta defeat cheir 
rais*d.* ExpeCtations, and exceed the 
«Pow?r” of the D.emozs, / and when they 
{law a $.gn in the Heavens, they had 
a ngrutal Curioſicy, ito know its Meag- 
ing, and having perhaps contulted *the 
Prophectes of Balaam, and this Prophecy 
of rhe- Star, of which, Moſes gives us an 
Account, and particularly thole Words 
rs I [hall ſee- higs, but not #6iwv'; I ſhall behol, 
"7 him, but not nigh; from hence they might 
frame this'rational Conjecture, that the 
very. 'Perfon, at whoſe Birth, *twas 
propliety*d; that a Star ſhou'd appear, 
was then aQually born, 'and having 
'2 juſt Notion, 'that he was far Sups- 
riour to. all thew Demons,” they came 
to pay him; 'the juſt” Tribute of Di- 
vine Adoration:” © ECOTRS 
Fhey ſteer'd their Courſe, therefore, 
ro Jada; beitng: perſwaded, that forme 
great' Prince was” 'born, but ignoratir 
of the ' Nature of his Kingdom, 'ant 
the Place of ' his Nativity; and: when 
they were happily come; to'the- Place 
where the young Child was; they 
ofer'd Preſeats to him, that were kve- 
1y Repreſentations of his Divine, ard 
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cenſe, to note tO us-hns Divinity! and 
Myrch, to. ſignify his: bitter; Paſhgn-: 
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+IN:CE therefore, *twas- the S4- 
23: viour- of Mankind, that was; come 
tato :the ;World, | who. | was: God,- -and 
by; Cenſequence,:: above the Angels ; 
(the? they - are: frequently. employ'd 
as miniſtring, Spirits;: i#n rhe -;Behalti of 
Mea }. the Worſhip which the;;Wiſe- 
Mea | paid; him; ,was:: abundantly; re- 


' compens'd, by tha Warning, ,which-cthe 


Angel: gave 'em,. that. they ſhou'dn's 
return £0 : Herod, but..depert inta-their 
own Country. another ' Way. : Aud 
'tis no Wander ata}l;; that Henad ſhowd 
ſeek: to; deſtroy - the 'Iufant-Savigur, 
tho? Celifrr's Ju ſcems r0..dbubt: very 
much, of' the. Truch, of what: we 
'thiak was plain Matter of FaCQ,. For 
Malice'is 1o-fookh; and fo daring a 
Thing, - that *rwill contend: for... the 
Viftory, with the :Providence- of..God 
it ſelf, [Ilns Paſſion; had 1o tar, the 
Aſcendant over Hero? | that: he: was 
fully perſwaded, that the mi 
ns 
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Humane Nature 9/2, Gold, an Enm- , 
blem-- of, his 'B.oyal Power, Fragkin- | 


bl 


"Of® TaNIeF' AAU <! othathe 
dickitts iſewting that either! our Sivioby 
was the very Perſon, whom the Pro- 
phers foretold, ro - de the true Meſh, 
and fo wou'd infallibly. pollels the 


Flake 11 > « "Conkdact c _ 
_- no Groun for him, to diſturb 


the Peace” of: his. Min 
_ Surmiſes:;” 'He cefoly? Px Fr <a 
boſe Ind 


d- + nnd aifjon 


and 
aſehoup ood by the Devil) 
ne =g or dis wo 
le: Kocray-o his. ufbrpd :Do- 
a are tn ikis FW, ;Mdalic, 


jrodable wie, this | 
yh! hors fn iew z 


po erene q BN #311:1 
- In the ales Tighoj Herod ifad out 
Orders; that all rhe: Tafancs, thac. were 
uv Betblebemy"trontivws Yeats old;'arid 
unter,' ſhow'd*immiediarely \be put ro 

Peath, cxpeftiag'#hat he, 'who'-was 
bore King of the'' Jews, wolPd| fhare 
mr 


'Y 
i& 
8 
T 
= 
,, 
G 
r 
© 
3» 
| 

f 
& 


" Grijed aninſ may 


1a\the, large. commory, and- approaFhigh 


GaAmitys ., | 
For he tot diſcern that. aakfible;: 
and kind Hand of Provideace, that takes 


K_uw 9s wi 8 ery 


Care of them, who are the proper ng 


and upon whole Safety, the Good of 


Mankind, PUT oof and 1o 
greatly any Jad afiahd wich ho- 


nourable Number, our Bleſſed Saviour 
deſerves to be eſtcenyd the Chief, as 
vev's whoaflipgahdindeed, it 
Aurpaſs'd: at} other Men," 1n/re 
zadintrinficl Dugan of bono 1 
+For:he was not1enb-into} the! Worldy 
to' bean Earthly :King, as Herod-fallly: 
imagia'd;-but. roc:gntet on «the Poſes 


fione of ſuch a«Gloxious: Kingdom:z as: 
i6-decame-the. Grear , God+:to.ibyſtaw:-; 


onone, who' was to: (procure -a\Happie 


neſsfor-. his. Subjects, thet.conſifksnor en- 


tirely, i or\chiefly, iai[lhings, whiclr are 
in themſelves indifferent; and frequent- 
ly, prove: pernicious:to. the Owners,..aad 


was to govern *em by ſuch Lawggias are: 
truly Divine, aucl (o:-t0 rake: ghe! molt 


proper! Methods;-tqc render *er) come 
Pleatly,nand' for ever happy: = 5 
»/Fherefore denying, that he! was 2 


Earthly. 'King, -and>:ſhewing, thatchis 
Kingdom (was of '# ſpiritual; Nature, 


i@d 


he::lays;: 1 my Kfogdom were of. this Joh.xviii. 


Oy: then Ward. ty Servancs :fiphr, 
that 
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WE F4Y he, EE *2 
Origes againſt: Celjui } 
that' 1 -fbou'da't' be 'dddiver*d' to the 
Jews ; but row is my Kjngdom 'not' 
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24 Cetſas had:been aware of chis, he 
$:-wor'd never have talk*d fo weak- 


Y and ſo impertinently as. he:does. 


I;, fays he, Herod was 'afraid, that when 
0u' tame to « fit Age 40 'reign, 50u wou'd 
difpoſſeſs him 'of his Kingdom; why didn't 
you reign when 'you' were grown ap'to 
News if LuErachis awd © Ma: arty? On 


the; totr wy, cho*you pretend to be'the 


Son of 'God.; yer: you are forc'd to' go as 
bout | like 's Slave, \iand 4 V ag abond, "and 
to' ſneak like # Malefattor, not having s 


Place, whereon you - muy" comfortably lay 


your Head, s 
But-ris' far from being an (Argu« 
ment: of a ſordid 'Spirit,' tor a Perſon 


to uſe innocent, and common. Pru- 


dence, that he may. happily avoid the 


Dangers, with which he is ſurrounded,” 


not: rom a {laviſh Fear of Death; 'but 
a -fincere,, and vehement Deſire; with 
Submiſſi29-:ro the Will of God, ro-pro- 
LEED long 


. 
+ 
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L © ſerviceable to the Publick, *ll a fair 
"y Opportunity, to ſay down fils Life, for 

- the Promotiofs of che True, and Beſt 
Totereſt of Mankind, 96's happily p;e- 

nt it ſelf. Ca PR 

That this 'was, dur Savjour's Saf 


þ lain,” to one, who js acquainte 
ith the Deſigg of our Bleſſed T.ord, 
in thoſe grievous Sufferings. which he 
Sa yeng. of which, according to my 
weak Ability, I have. alredGy,. and : 

hope ſafficieatly, diſcours'd. . _ } 


HEN that Celſus, with: all his 
| Knowledge, didn fo. much as | 
lit upon the exat Number of the Apq- 
Mes, may be gather'd from th: follow- 
ing Words, Being attended; ſays he, with 
Tex; or Eleven Wicked Publicans, and 
Mariners, he went ap ana down with "em, 
broging his Bread, from Door to Door, 
like a baſe, and meojt miſerable Creq- 
Fur 2, 
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- Let ms herefor - "what 


Ho ys, and 1 wird, him, fuch- -K FE | \ 


jane convenient. +I. .Dl 

Me to oe,” Who: read” the Golpek 
with atiy: Witetable 
pt to rhink, iy botd, 
neagoniſhn yer did 4 "that our Savi NE 


We 


*hofe t oftl and that.. 

Fas RR, O Feet: | bn th 
Thean St." F. fat ew » and Wore, 
he ag 9h 6 by alk, + 1.11 Long J 

Ee. ay 1 Tames AJ Fes 

hey "le Father” OE OP 
tow their FL Lord:* Foras gd 


and Andrew, that got their "pl 
by their Nets, they were got ſo properly 
Mariners, as Fiſhermen, as the Scripturs 
calls em. 

We'll alſd ſuppoſe, he Lewi the 


Publican Was another. ro whom he. | 


might have a Reference, - tho? accor- 
ding tg, ſome Copighs that. we. oi 


of St. Matt's Goſpel, he was no Apoſtle. 

AS for. the |re(t '6: hat” ticGou 
Fraterhicg, 'we know not what E 
Pployinents. they were, by 'whichthe 
'For "their. Maintenance , before” th 
pour rhe InterelF_ of our Ble 
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'O that T' may” fafely cy,” that *ris 
OY pin, to rem,” who exathitre into © \ 
ere Matters, 'With tit "Jodemenr ; 
xre! and Trapartfality, whith is hiblily © « 
fe, that th&Apoſtles were ited 
byan extraofflicary; and fuper-naturat 
Power, when' they, publifh*d the” Chrs- 
#7 Religion to the: World; and tnade 


the the Garhal, and hdughty Minds; of ſome 
bs of the worſt of 'Men, ſubmit 'ro” rhe 
or. | <mmanding ' Atithority of the Word 
- | Gott f CHYY * 


"Por this wornderfol Effet was. riot 
ing''t6 the Charts of humane Elo- 
ente, ' the Txaftnels of rhttr Method; 
| o&thpſ> other Artifices, with which the 
Eopick;and Rherbfick of the Greebs, do 
frequently, agd pefhaps, more than fyf- 
| Rejer gi furnifh roo! many ſibrf}, and 
+ F defining Perſons. I 
| (F%rv bf the Opibjbn; 1 confers, chat 


3 | fvetond ſoppote our Saviour, toh1ve 


WLEhoie ot Perſons, qualify*d witle 
dnghteft humane Accomplithmemns; 
N 2 


to 


” 


to preach ti Goſpel, fach as had the 
-oefieral 'CharaGter, and Reputation, of 
Ken of protound Wiſdom, and uni- 
verſat-tearnimyg, and Jr & the -Help of 
ſublime; Speculations, polite Language, 
and a graceful Blocurion, cou*d win-upon 
the Audiente, and; make the ſeveral 
ry of their Hearers, ſerve their 


egible. rs ye Its. Diviaieps 

which were ſtamp'd :0pp0 it, fad. 4 

G's; maintain'd . y Au prightly _ Fancy, 
1 


proper, and.cle ant. vage, and hay 
monigus, pon wa Sr x Fg on 
iv'a to it, wou'd t too nearly have A 


ſembPd that, w is. rs bt ro. 
Opinions of hep 

Pagans, : 12 er Uh avg 
had mals | We Tie the Wi/dew 
of Mes, rather | than the Fe ough 


Porer. of God, TA ; 
Now. -what Perſon, who joots Ws 

theſe 'F., os Sond Pabliczns, 

werg not; ſo much as tanght, V 

firſt Principles of Hake the veT 

(as the ' Goſpels acquaint us, ,:and a 

Celſus is ready rs, to believe 2:4 and 


yet 
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1 er had ] ſuch a' Preſence of Mind, that 
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they 'were able, not only to diſcourſe 
t6 "their Conntry-mea the Jews, con- 
cerning Faith'in' Chriſt, but. alſo ta 
reach th= fame DoQrine to-other Na- 
ons, and were favour'd with moſt 
wonderful. Succeſs, I ſay, what Perſon 
who looks on theie Fiſhermen and Pb; 
ligans , wilt not preſently enquire , 
whence they 'deriv*d this uncommon 
Fower of Perſwaſion, and acknowledge, 
that ' our Saviour's Promiſe in the tol- 
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bwing Words, Come after me, and Th x. 
»iM make you Fiſhers of Men ; was evi- V. 19. 


dently, and remarkably accompliſh'd, 


4 that Divine Power, which accom- 


pany'd the PIG of the Apoſtles ? 
{Twas this, to' which, St. Paul has 
Noob a Reference, when he ſays, 


Speech, aad my Preaching was not 1 Cor. ii. 


with enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom ; 
but in Demonſtration of the Spirit, and 
of Power, that ' your Faith ſhowdn't ſtand 
is the Wiſdom of Men, hut in the Power 
fF-God. © : 4 

5 as the Prophetical Pſalmiſ} ſpeaks, 
who fore-told the Preaching of the Goſ. 
pel; The Lord gave the Word, great wa 
the Company of thoſe that publiſh'd it ; 
and as it is fore-told in another Place, 


V. 4, 


PC; Ix viii; 


V. 11. 


Hy Wors rans very ſwiftly. Pſ. cxlyit 
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Queen again Golf 
.. We, ſeg, that The Fojcr: of, 4 Apo; 
Ples $a ” thro! all the Earth, and © 
their Doctrine, , and, Fame 100, was 
Ipccad_ to: xhe” mol} Gutant . Regions. 
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They. allo,..who hear. this DoEring, 
zre lt Pich, the Spiric gf Gods wha 
ccompanies the Preaching of it, ,43 
abundanrly appears, 'by. the Diſpolitiog 
of their Minds, the Tenor of their Cons 
yerſations, and their, yigarous Detency 
of the nzked Truth, ev'n, ro the, ap; 
arent. Hazard of their; Fortunes, their 
Wepotihe, and their Lives; tho”, it 
can't. be deny'd, bur ought to be deep; 
Iy lamented, rhat-too many wha have 
tak*"n upon em the Minifterjal Function, 
after all the» Profellion , which they 
make, of believing in God, thro? Chriſt, 
and after having leem'd tq be wonders - 
fully attracted by the bright, agd al- 
molt+ irrefiitible Charms of Goſpek 
*@ | Grace, *cis ro be fear'd, did never teel 
MN the ſaying Impreſſion: of. it qa, their 
b: _ Hearts, attended with a ſuitable Influs 
ence on their Lives, and Conyerſas 
£100S. -., F 
; ' And.tho” I haye already mention'd 
F. + thar Expreſſion in the Golpel, accord- 
..-; ing to St. Mathew, The Harveſt. is great, 
& but the Tabourers are few. Pray; ye 
M Ins therefore the Lord of the Harveſt; that 
'V, 37. he mou'd ſend forth more Labourers into 
- '- the Harveſt; I rhink it mayn't be in- 
By nw, 2 1 proper 
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foper to 'repeat*it, to ſhew, 'thar' otir 
aviour's Forekaowledge of the Enter- 
fainment, which his -Dodrine wou'd 
meec wich "in "the World ;- was a 
| Divine Proof 'of 'its fature ,' happy , 
and more than-ordinary Effet upon 
the Minds 'of Men; a Doctrine, the 
good: Sheets 'of which was far from 


_ depending 'on the | Afſitance of” rhe 
moſt Learned Dottors, but was pwitig 


to that Divine, aid © Miracatorn* Power 


F" that-accompany*d"the Apofties iw their 
Þ SAGRED MINTSTRA'TIONS. 205 
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N D becauſe Ce!lſus repreſents 
Z  *<m, not only. as a Parcel of ig- 
noraut Fellows, bur allo as a Clab of 
molt ſcandalous Creatures, vile »Publis 
cans, and Mariners ; 1 anifwer, it ſeems 
he aſſents to ſome Paſſages" 1n the Got- 
pels, whereby, he thinks, -he can ſup- 
port his Cute, but rejects, | when: lie 
thinks fit, the Authority at the Evan- 
gelifts themſelves, thac he may nor' be 
oblig*d' ro acknowledge, * and reve- 


' rence 'thate ' CharaQters of : Divinity , 
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which,are,-ſo legible. in their Wris 
FNgsS.. | 


: ; wy 
- But when he ſees, with what Faith» 
fulneſs they. relate, @v*n; thoſe: Things, 
that. ſeem ro leſſen. rheir: Eſteem, and 
mamtfeitly expos'd *ern ro the greatef} 
Dangers, hs :0ught certaimly to beligyg 
he reiz; as. being diyinely inſpir'd, and 
coglequence, intallibly true, and q 

he highelt Importance 6 OT; 
, Baxngbes,.[ contels, in. his Cetholick 
Epiſtle, (rom | whehce *tis probable, 
that Celfes has borrow*d his diſadyan- 
ragebus Remarks upan the Apoſtles 
of our Bleſſed Saviour ) ſays, * That 
Jeftts choſe ſuch Perſons to the 
« Apoſtolical FunQion, as were wicked 
« to the Jaſt Degree.” And in the 
Goſpel accardiag to St, Lake, St. Peter 


Loke Y: ſays to Jeſus, Lord depart from me, for 


] am a. ſinful Man. And St. Paul, in 
one of his Epiſtles to Timothy,” ſays, 


This is a faithful Saying, and worthy of 
V. r5. all Acqeptation, that C brit Jeſus came: 


into the World, to ſave Sinners, of whom 
] am chief ; tho' at laſt he becamea 
moſt Eminent Apoſtle. 

And I know not, whether Celſus's, 
Memory, .or his Judgmeat, is molt de- 
tective, when he makes no Meation 
of St. Paul,:who, next tq-our Bleſſed 
Sayiour ,,- was': the moſt: remarkable 


| Founder of the Chriſtian Churches. 
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Orvgen againft Celfis. gor 


\ But *ris probable, he thought it wou'd 


not ſerve his Cauſe, and that, if he 
had tak*n Notice of him, he had ob- 
lig'd himſeli to have giv'a a rational, 
and diitiactt Accounr, how a Perſon, 
who once + perſecuted the Church of 
God, ſpit his Venom, and employ*'d 
his moſt vigorous Endeavours, 1a Op- 
poſition to the ' Chriſtians, inſormach 


_Fhar he thirſted for their Blood, - 
- that 


ſo ſtrangely alrter'd on a ſudden, 

he ſpread the Gaſpel from YFJeraſalem 
to Ihricam, endeavouring. to avoid 
building on the. Foundation, which 
another had laid, and making it his 
Choice, and Buſineſs, ro preach. to 
them, who had never heard the glad 
Tydings of Salvation by a Crucity*d 
Redeemer. & 


eel oe Eo es AZ EE 
SIONS ANCE Sn 25s ey SAT Ph nt IIS, 
H 5 : SI; 


FS SE REIT ere 7 FO A Ee BEE OE bf OE 40 7 
EV WE ps , SAS 25 06-/ Pa COOPER 3 2g 


: G NE Je. 
? "WES 3% 1 + III0 x35 
MX F GR. R $05, 8 
} EM Iz / 
: pa ' 5 "- © ' OY 4 * 
'20 | 
7 4 4 
; * s 07 o 
. 2 ; C 
p . - 0 - —* 
4 6" £ r , = 
*> Fith # @; L's * x4 £245 s. S- * +4 + © &4 
Sf C27 SF i s # Hi ©4243 4 L ; % e F 6.3 c 
OR , 
E 
F 


*-, 1 7 y OR a. : 
_ , F | Ss i & $4 L F 4 35.+ o 
—_ 4 "EL" 4 pn &. L ; : 
bn. 4 VETS nn w 6 4 
*; bo +. 33S: $ 4 + ©. MF Wl wt 4 34 P F- #*> ». = nopomuay 
G *r "0 , » -4 aw : 
$ - 3 - 1, 4583 4 
os 


; do(fera $0 ue hs cn 


4 4 
£4.54 


FHATF Abfurdity is there then, 
Y yn ſuppofing; that our Saviour, 
being deſirous ro: fhew' Mankind,” what 
Sovereign Remedies he had, and; was 
wiltng'to apply to the diſtemper*d:Souls 
of 'Meo, ſhou'd''make*' Choice 'of Per- 
ſons; that were notoriouſly wicked, and 
work ſuch a ſudden,/ and ſarprizing 
Change'upon-%m,/ that by 'the' Parity 
of their Lives,- they became very ho- 
nourable E@nples to them, who-were 
atterwards converted by their Mt- 
niſtry ? . 

Tf they, who have reform'd their 
Manners, muſt be upbraided with 
the Crimes, which they formerly com- 
mirted, then we may as well bring in 
a molt heavy Charge againſt Ph.edon 
himſelf, ev*n after he had devoted his 
Time, and Stiength, to the Study of 
Philoſophy, becaule Hittory acquaints 
us, that Socrates took him, from a 
Place , . where Debauchery was pra- 
ctic'd, without Fear, or Regret, and 
put him upon rational, and learned 
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Studies, in which; in-Proceſs of. Lime, 


he was: far trom, being a mean Profir 
GRAD caps ood ; EE 
. We might alſo. condemn Philaſophy, 
it ſelf, by Reaſon. of the extravagauc 
Courſes, which .Polemzox the Succeilay. 
of .Xonocrates had. tormerly takin... Bur 
ia.Icuth, chis Coglideration do's. great- 
ly brzghten, and recommend cleir- Cha- 
racer, that by the Help of to Divine 
« 1hing as Philoſophy, they cou'd . bg 
brought ro refalve. on. a virtuous, 'and 
ſevere, 'Courle of Life, .in Spight of 
thoſe bad. Impreſſions, , with which 
they. were forc'd tq ſtruggle, and over 
which they did, with no ſmall Diffi- 
culty, obcain an honourable, and happy 
Conquelt. | 

And I ſcarce know, whether the 
Greeks can produce any Inſtances of 
this kind, in any other Perſans,. beſides 
-  Phedon and Polemon, or at belt, they can 
name but very few Perfons, who ever 
left their Intemperance and -Debauchery 
to apply their Minds, to the gutertain- 
ing, and uſeful Study of Phuoſophy. 

But ia the Schoo! of Chriſt, beſides the 
twelve Apoſtles, who had the Hoxour to 
be contemporary with him, we {ee daily, 
8 far greater Number of Perions,. thar 
become, virtuous, and pious, and join 
17.4 Bleſſed Chorus, acknowledgipg, 
with. the. deepeſt ſhame, and. Soxfow, 
rtf : Y _ rhe 
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ts. ups gre and almoſt faral- Steps, 
which 'formerly*- they took.” - We oar 
ſelves (ſays the Apoſtle) were ſome- 


V. 3:4- times fooliſh, and diſobedient, aecery'd, 


erving diverſe Laſts and Pleaſures, living 
jp Mikice, * E Wm -yiebes quite hatt. - 
one another. But after that the Kink. 
neſs, and Love of God our Saviour, 0+ 
ward Man appear'd, not by Works of Rig he 
teonſneſs which we have done, but accor- 
ding to ' his Mercy he ſawd aus, by the 
Waſhing” of Regeneration, and the'Re- 
tewing of the ' Holy Ghoſt, which he 
fhed on as abundantly. Por as the Pro- 
pherical  Pfalmiſt ſpeaks, He ſent his 


' Plat. cvii, Word, . and heaPd *em, and deliver'd "em 
'+Y, 20 fram rheir Deſtractions. T might add, that 


Chryfippas, in a Book which he has 
writ, EntituPd, The Ars of Curing the 
Diſorders of the Humane Paſſions, en- 
deavours to lay -down proper, and 
effeFtual Rules, for the Management 
' of thoſe, which diſturb the Peace of the 
Mind; and to that end, he argues np- 
on- the" Principles" of ſeveral Sets of 
Philoſophers, not examining, which of 
**m are mott agreeable to Truth, and 
has rhe following Words. © If, /ays he, 
« Pleaſure be efteem'd the chief Good, 
« the Paſhons 'may, and ought thus 
« tobe curd, and if there be 'three 
«.Kinds of Good, they are td be cur'd 
«after this different Manner. EGS. 
ry---2 TEAS: Va Now 
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Now they, who find Fault with the 
Chriſtian mg 499) do wilfully Negle&, 
to conſider, how many unruly-Pafſhons 
are ſucceſsfully govern'd by it, what a 
Stop it puts to that rapid Torrent of 
Vice, and Immorality, - which is too 
viſible in the World, and what extra- 
yagant, favage, and ev'n Diabolical 
Tempers it. has | frequently, happily, 
and: very ſuddealy. conquerd;; Qer- 
tajaly, it ought to; raiſe their Admirg- 
tion, and: coni{traza.*em;.'to make :the 
moſt. thankful ' Acknowletlgements, to 
Almighty.God, toi conſider, what: vaſt, 
«ad- apparent Advantage the Publick 
reaps, from thoſe proper, andimoſt ex- 
cellent Methods, . which our Saviour 
took; for the Reformation of Manners, 
and ..one; wowd- think, that if they 
won't allow Chriſtianity to-be the True 
Religion; yet. they, \muit confels;/.that 
i& 'conduces very much to the: true In- 
tereſt of Mankind, and which is: more, 
has ;an Immediate , and Principal: Re- 
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«4d. to their | better, and ommiortal 
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SHoas hh Y9 LIN Y 24h | 
A ND our $iviout has ſo tfipetus 


NY ally coofulted;'ev'n the Fempos 
rat:Advantage of his FolJowers,"{thar 
he webtr't have "evw-t6 be reſls, 4d 
precipitare;! but >ives: *erh "this ingceſ- 
taty” Eeſfon, When they perſtedts"juir'in 
ane City, flee nnyo'undther | and ttaches 
*&m 'byrHis own'Exariple, fot te ten 
into needleſs Dapgers,t 0h 309810) 
* 'Colfls'. takes: 1Octafion ,- (vn from 
hence, ito: form. fanfActufationt againſt 
him} 3tl! the: Perſonttof ns Jew 4n the 
owitgtiWords/ Tow !run up end'dbwn ; 
witli: Diſciple: Ber as forthe 
Chara which is licr@ brought Goninſt 
out Blaffed* Saviour, we-meet With 
Paratiel:Ciſc, evin'in the' Hiſtories} 
which the Greeks have publiſh*d. --For 
Ariſftotlethat Famous Pliloſopher, when 
he ſaw, he ſhou'd be condemn'd, as a 
wicked Perſon, by reaſon ot ſome pecu- 
liar, att im ſome Sgnce,” dangerous No- 
tions; he advanc'd, which, as the Athe- 
nians thought, did give too great En- 
couragement to'Licenciouſneſs, took an 
: Oppor-= 


k 


"finden Ainſ Gelpe, 


Opgort IE + $080 - . from thens;;and 
renmov \ Ad his Se hool to-C with making 
the pf ang RO to.ſorme ofchus 
ACALSBrance, &« Let: PS}: leave Atbins, 
« (Jeps.þ9) that weomayn't iſuffercit 
« r;be- if the Pawer of the Arhtrians, 
&:t0, ol that horrid Iwpiery,-which 
« they, }. plaigly Fer by,' cheirt all 

« *Lreatzment_.ofi/a preat 5 Genipe 41245 
& tha World knows 'Socrares:;c0 have 
« heen,; oy to; commitga-tnot gfieV- 
« ous Offence againſt ſo ſacred aL hing 
« as Philoſophy. ; 


"wh" 6 7 Aa 0, # 


b E184 VS adds, That baba of BY 
#5 Tanning. up, and down, with. his: Dij- 
tiptes, was. forc'd re. beg his Bread,. Arke 
4 ng Myers Hl \ 


pray k hm us, where 
he by rak'd wh, al [hs s ſcurrilgys es 
prefſjvns. T confeſs, we readin- the. 
pels,, chat cortain, Women, that: FED 
cur > of their Infirmuries, among. Rich 
was $4 ;neh, did readily diftribu! 

Part bf) their Subſtance, ..to ibues ome the 
Diſciples, with what was necellary: for 
the Support of Life. But 


nkind 4n [geheral, *wou'd” refuſe: to 
have" his Wants ſapply'd:? Or; did it 
become-the Philoſsphers, to accept/the 
ſeaſonble, and. gantrous Aſſiſtants, of KB 
their"Pricads, -and others ; but z KF 10 
& baſe "and ſordid Spirit, in our B F XN 
Lord,; or 'thoſg':who / became his" Fol- 8 5 
Ws? 6 ISL I | FF: 
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CHAP. 
EN the Jew, whom Celſas ; 
_ of es his er 
r our Saviour ; . "in the” F<" 
ds," Whit NeteſSty was \ this 
were an et Js | 


Ts be | 
a it ſeems ;JEN 
Hog, to-bid'Y, os, the 
pn es 
ro Death. age "De 
» who, ws 4 are k. 
| "Told, 
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| ; \s did implay his 'Angels for your Dirc&ten, 


Þ 4 Aﬀitence, preſerve hit You, as eaſily 


B ## Juden, ach ide - 4h ? 


+ W.-; Ce//as thinks, t 


wb and Soul Or our Bleſſed Y4Utiodr, 'aad 
- Þ .nidiculing his precious Blood, that was 


_ , k] | ( flow. Y, 3&0 # | 


"| he bears Witneſs to the: Truth: of his 
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© Origer againlt Celſo: 209 


| 2 © there was nothing 
# extraordinary in the Humane Body, 


| ft 
| 
3 

W 
= 

757 


F ſhed upon the Groſs, he ſays, *rwas 


I Y 


| Sach Blood as from the Immortal Gods do; _ Fig 
E: 


'- But we, who give*Credir to our Sa- 
" jour, when” he gives a Teſtimony of 
- us Divinity, in the following Words, 
= 1 an the Wa, the Truth, and. the Life ; John xiv. 
and in other Parallel Places, and when 


* Humanity, ia the following Expreſſion, 
* Now ye. ſeek to kill me, a Man, who has 
' told you the Trath : I fay, we, who be- 
Jeve our Savioar,, when he ſpeaks thus 
- of himſelf, do aſſert, and maintain, that 
-he had Timo Nateres, the one. Divine, 
and the. other Humane, 'and- that ſince 
he came into the World,- with an la- 
tentioa to. live, in ſome relpeRs, like 
' the rett of Men, *rwas highly incon- 
{vous , that: he ſhou'd run upon a 
oy ice, and be fond of Miſery, and 
 Veatn. | 


John viii. 
V. 40. 


O "Twas 
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210 Origen. againſt Celjus. 
'Twas fit, he ſhowd: be direfted, F. : 

and govera'd: by therti, to. whom the '} \ 

Care of his Education did belong, and BY * 

that the Angel's' Orders ſhou'd © be. © 
ſtriAly, and religiouſly obferv*d, 'and | © 

the ſame Angel which faid-at firſt; | | 

Mat. i. Joſeph, thou Son of David, fear not fo” 


E 


V.2% 7ake unto thee, Mary 'thy 'Wife,. for tha. | ka 
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: which is conceiv'a in her, s of the Flh v 
: Ghoſt ; 1aid afterwards, Si, and tale  ©* 
g che young Child, and his Mother, andfn = © 
| * t#nto Egypt, and be thou there, antil I | D 
| bring thee Word, for Herod will ſeth th þ 


young Child,” to arftroy him. 6 
And TI fee nothing: in this whole AG FF 
: coupt, that ev*n favs to ſhock or - ja 
, " Reaſon, and deftroy our Faith. Fir NY %* 
*g we read elſewhere, thar Joſeph. wa | ® 
; warn'd by God in a Dream, and thit 
ſuch*Apparitions as theſe have been, hel 
a Truth, in the firm Belief of wi 
Experience it ſelf may, I think, ſuffid- 4 
ently confirm us. What Abſurdity vs B ** 
there then, upon rhe whole; in ſupp&- | © 
ſing , that our Bleſſed' Savieur , who the 
aſlum'd the Hemane Nature, ſhou'd at} 


with' the Prudence of « Man, io endess FOI 
vouring to keep out 'of 'the Way of _ vor 
me, Calamities, nor as it le ah 
cowdn't have avoided *em by his Is "T 


finice Power, withour taking ſuch Me 
ſures as he did; but becauſe *twis Bl. 


conſiſtent with the: Will of God, and Þ 


Yigen agaloft Celff, #8 


2 | with the Nature of Thinss, that h;8 
the : £: - (* , + ak, 8. Wy, | 
ad | Life ſhou'd be preſerv'd; In the Uſe 
IN V4 Frets l . we p 
"BY of Means, and not by 4 Cond 
4 Courſe of Super-rataral, and Miraculoiss 


be 
= . Events. | oo WR 
2 Y Twas more agreeable to tlie Dic- 
bh tates of Infinite Wiſdom, that our Sa< 
77% | yiour thou'd be carry'd by_his Pz- 
rf | ents into Egypr, and that he ſhou'd 
, © tarry there, 'till they heard of the 
77 & Peach of Heroa,- than that he ſhou'd 
to BY yi [1s Native Country, and yer | 
" Þ be prelerv'd, tiom the Evits to whiclt 
Ab. : was expos'd, being better arm? 
ot B than with Plato's. Helmet, and ſecur? 
Fir Þ .fom rhe Rage of his malicious Ene + 
wh | ties, by their being ſtruck, like the 
+ YR Sodomites of old; with fudden Blind- 
+ & heſs. For ſuch a Series of miraculous . 
| Rrance, had been very uaſuitable 
63 Y to: his great Deſign ; of acquainting 
the World, as a Man authoriz'd by 
the Teſtimony of God hiinſelt; that 
the TRUE SUN of GOL, the ETER- 
NAL WORD, the WISDOM, and 
POVER- of GOD, did gloriouily, tho? 
ya wonderfully refide, in the Humane Aa 
© the | fare of the INCARNATE JESUS; 
Bur *iis not my Bulineis: at preſent; 
+ | fo ſpeak fully of the 7wo Natures g 
Mie P FO .: Os ON. 
that were united; in the Perioi of our 
Bleſſed Saviour, lince theie is a Pars 
titular, and it I may 1o fay,. a.Do- 
Q z tircil tc 


2 n ” n en —_ 
p 7 Toe NF = EY EIS -I0onY EL TP OS ERY-TIS © L " , , 
: 193- EPOMLE SW; FR BOSE 8 IE IIR., 7 pe ng, ff" es PO IN Te 
: be. a, Wes J Rs 0x SER Fas” bo . : . Re” 
«& *3 bo SR -Too be. | p.! by WP Ln Fa * RE LC Kaho tL 
_. CRE 2's v1 -mo x I" 
k 


212 Origen againlt Celſus. 
meſtick Diſpute between us, con- 
cerning that Difficult, and Important: 
Point. | 


Caae. LVL fÞ 


"HEN Celſus's Few, as if he had WW W: 

--- been educated in: the 5chools 16: 
of the Greeks, and inſtructed. in their I 
Learning, fays, That the Ancient Fableg | 
that attribute «a Divine Original to Pet» 
ſeus, Amphion, Zacus, and Minos, thi: Y fel 
they be not in Striftneſs true; yer \dj.  W! 
diſplay the Attions of theſe Perſons, & | ©9 


Y being great, and wonderful, and abovw | © 

the Sphere of Flumwine Nature. But for 

B% your Part, what did you ever ſxy, or do, | 
bk > that was worthy of Admiration, tho you of 

-: were openly thalleng*d , to grve Cconvin-,. IJ 

> cing Proofs, that you were the Son of Y 2 

| God, ſon 


in Anſwer to this, I need only ask nit 
_ the Greeks, . whether they can few wo 
that .any. of the fore-mention'd 'Per- : wh 
ſons, did any extraordinary Service 80 

: to' the World, or perform*d any great I 

| Exploit, to induce future Ages, 
believe the Truth of thoſe rables, 

whictt 


Of- 


6 "FF 1-4Y 
'# Orizen avzain{t Celfus. 
” g 


8 which repreſent *em to us, as being 


DESDE KESTS SE 


Log 
3 -%6 * 


derived from a Divz:ze Org inal, 


# Bur I dety '%em, ro inſtance in any 
F of the Actions of theſe Fibulous He- 


rozs, that defery*d to be nam'd,” much 


leſs compar'd, with what our Saviour 


did ; unleſs they will refer us to their 


own Fables, and Hiſtories, and - have 


us to believe *em, without any more 


# -adoc, and disbelieve our Hiſtories,. of 

the Truth, and Importance of which, 
S we have all the Evidence, that we can 
reaſonably delire. 


We ſay, and know, that ,the Di- 


' *ine Power of our Bleſſed Saviour, - has 


been ſiffficiently ſeen , and havpil 


FF felt, thro' the whole habirable World, 


where any Churches are founded, that 


F conſiſt of Perſons, reclaim'd from mauy 


exorbitatit Vices. 

And the Name of FESUS, at this 
yery Day, compoſes the ruftd Minds 
of Men, diſpoſſefſes Demons, -cures 
Diſeaſes,. a 1d works a meek, gentle, 
and amicable Temper, in all thoſe Per- 
ſons, who make Profeſſion of Chriſtia. 
nity,. from an higher End, than their 
worldly Intereſt, aad ſincerely believe, 
what it teaches us,' concerning God , 
and Chrift, and a Future Judgment. 
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Tt EN Celſo, toreſeeing, how many. | , de 
remarkable Actions., that werg” | 07 


perſorm*d.” by ,our Saviour, might be Þ_ » 
bf --, mention'd by us, to his Honour, a few: 4 
W of which, T have related, makes as if * 
he granted the Truth, of what is writ, » 
concerning rhe Diſeaſes, that were W 
cnrd,; the Pead that were rais'd ty K. 15 
Life, and the few Loaves, with which Þ* * 
a great Multituce was fed, and f © 
WNLH Any Fragments did remain; #- 
and thoſe ſtrange Accounts we meet: Þ 
with in the Goſpel-Hiſtory, and im- | 
mediately adds the following Words 
Well, let us ſuppoſe, that you really di 
theſe Things you talk of. But in the 
ſame” Breath, he quite unrayels' what 
he had faid betore, and. ſers' them on 
a Level,” with the Operations, that are 
pertornid' by Magicrens, who pretend 
tw do mighty Things, and having tus 
- Ay'd Magick in Egypt, get a little Mo- 
= _ ney" our of People's Pockers, by pra: 
We tijgng their. Art in the open - Forum, 
Þ  giſpoſſeſing Demons. curing” Diſtem- 
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» _F -pers, calling back departed Souls, and 
F. repreſenting to 'the deluded Sight, a 
"F Table fpread with imaginary Dain- 
# fies, and Animals, that jeem ro move 
'F of their own Accord, but have no in- 
8 ward Spring of Life, and Mation. 
# His Words are thefe, Pray muſt we 
| efteem the Perſous, who perform theſe won- 
ny. - derfu! Operations, ty be the Sons of God, 


re or muſt we not Tather eſteem *ems ts be 


be F þ  wite Wretches, that are well-versd, it ſeems, 
ew th wm 4 Driabolical Art? 


”” . You ſee here, that- he allows an ex- 


+ traordinary Power in Magzch, tho? by 
- 0G oy be } ſitak*n, if 
the Way, Pm much miſtak*n, if he 


tq } wt the very Perſon, who 'writ ſe- 


3 yeral Books, in which, he direaly 
maincains the contrary. _ 

n, # . And yet, becauſe he thinks, it may 
et # ferve his Cauſe, he compares the Act» 
n- # ovs of our Bleſfed Saviour, with the 
's, | Operations of Magiciaxs. Indeed, there 
id | had been ſome Ground, for making 
ie this invidious Compariſon, it our S4-' 
at # wriowr had made ſuch a Vain Shew of 
n |. Miracles, as the Mazicians do. 

e | * Their Deliga allo, whatever Won- 
dF ders tbey may effect, by the Afſi- 
i- ſtance of the Devil, is not to reform 
> 8B the Manners of Mea ; nor have ſuch 


- FF Fain Amuſements the l:aft Tendeacy, 
, # to beget in Perſons a True Fear of God, 
- F and 1o to regulate their Actions, that 
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 Odlohn'k 22a aſt Celfuw. . 


they; may be" Eads _— 
wheir they ſhall be furmmon'd, to ap” 

pear before his Awful Bar. 

The fore-mentiond Perſons, dont © | 
ſo much as aim et an Thing of this | 
Kind, 2nd. if rhey did, of all Perſons”. MW: 
in. the” World, they word be moſt 

.nfit. for fo STEAL an Undertaking, | * 
ſince racy © cheratelves, are guilty of the” 
m0o't notorious ' Crimes. ' Whereas our” FF 
Blijſed Saviour, who deſign'd by his. |: 
Miracles, to reform. the Manners of. 8 
them, who were Eye-- Witneſſes | j - 
what he did; gave not only his'Follow« 
ors, beit- all Mankind, a Bright Ex. 
ample of Uniaffetted Virtue, and Piety | 
chat. they,” who were” to publiſh his 
Excellent Dodrine, might at once be_* 
dire&ed, and encourag'd, tO acquaing | 
their Heaters with the Mind of God,” 

and that the fore-mention'd Perſons; 
being more convined' by the crſogy 
Beauty, of the Chriſtian Religion, and * l. | 
the Holy Lives of their Teachers, than ||. 
by the Miractes that were wrought; q 
might in all their AQtions, have 2 
ſincere, and facred Regard ro the Ho? 
nour oft God, and the Interett of theis | 
Dear, atid Ever Blefled Redeemer. | 

Now, if the whole Courſe of our 
Sevieur*s Life was*tuch, as I have re- 
refented: it, without 'uf ng any. Arct- 
fi. : Co! ours, Bord Rigures ro els 
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blazon it, as we know, is tov frequently 

the Caſe of many, of the feigrd Heroes 

of Aztiquity; how abſurd a Thing is 

it, to compare it with the curſed O- 

rations of Magicians, and 1s it not 

_ highly agreeable to the Dictates of im- 

partial Reaſon, to believe, that he was 

* GOD, as he himſelf afſures us, and 

” condeſcended to aſſume -the Hamane 

Natare, for our Common, and Everlaſt. 
ing Benefit. 
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"TT" HEN Cel/ſzs, confounding Things 
”L at a molt miſerable Rate, and 
borrowing, what is peculiar to one 
Se& of Chriſtians, that he may, the 
more ſucceſsfully, reproach the whole 
Body of *em, ſays, Certainly, a God won'd 
never have ſuch a Body as yours, that 
is ſo contemptible, as being liable to' ſo 
many, and ſo conſiderable Imperfettions. 
In Anſwer to this, we ſay, he af- 
ſum'd A Humane Body, ( being con- 
ceived in the Womb of rhe Blefſed 
Firgtm, ) which render'd him capable 
of Suffering, and Dying, in ſome Re- 
OO Wi - | =” 
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© £18 : Qragen againlt Celfn. 
: ſpeQs like the reſt of Men. . In. this 
Sence, we may truly ſay, the was a 
Heb. iv. Miſerable Perſon, Being tempred in all 
'V. 15. Things, as we are, yet without Sin. For 
with- us, *cis beyoad all Doubt, that 

1 Pet. i, He committed. no. Sin, neither was Guile 
* V 22, found in hs Moath, and, that God did 
' deliver, him up as a Sparleſ. Sacrifice, 
for. the Sins of -an Apoftate World, 
Then Cel/us ſays, the Body of a God, 

woud never have been formd like yaur's. 

But he can't deny, that if our Saviour 

. was born, as we ſay, he was, then 

ev'n his Body had, in ſome Sence, a 
Stamp of Divinity upon it, and might 
be call'd rhe Body of the Great God . 
himſelf. On the contrary, he disbe- 
lieves, and ridicules the. Account, we 

have, of our Szevioaur's Conception | by 

the Holy Ghoſt, and thinks. he was 
begotten in Adultery, by one Panthe- 

rz, 2 Souldier, on the Body of her, 
whom we call the Bleſſed Virgin, and 

that made him ſay, - the Body of s 

Goa, word never bhxve been form'd like 
Jour?s, -But I think, I have faid enough 

on that Head already, to ſatisfy = 

1mpartial, and Candid Reader. | 
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Cray. 


E L S US goes on, neither ſays he, 
, Do's t he Bod) of 4a Goa ſtand in 


Need of ſuch Food, for its Noarifhment, 
and Support, as that with which yoars 


# ſupplyd;” as if he cou'd ſhew out 


of the' Four Ev2zgeli/ts, not only that 
he ate, but alſo by what Food his 
frail Nature/ was maintain'd. Bur be 


1t fo, I grant he ate the Paſſover with 
his Difcrples, and not only made Uſe” 


of the following Words, With Defire, 
I have aeſir'd to ear this Paſſover with 
o# ; but did aQtually partake, of what 


'was provided for him. I grant alſo, 


that being thirſty, he drank at Jaco#'s 
Well. But what is this, to the Pur- 
poſe ? ?*Tis faid expreſly, he ate Fiſh, 
ev'n afrer he was riſen from: the dead. 
And this agrees very well with what 
we ſay, viz. That he afſuni'd a Reel, 
and nor a Phantaſtical Boay,' and wzs 
conceiv'd in the Womb of the Bleſſed 
Viroin. © : | 
'Fhen Celſws ſays, A God hat no 

Ly 


need of: ſuch a Voice, ' nor ſuch Methoa 


o 
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Orizen againlt Celfus 
of hs ang But this, I think, is 
one of the .moſt frivolous ObjeQions, 
that he cou'd poſhbly have Tais?d  a- 
gainſt us. For I might tell him, tha 
Apollo, one of the Gods of the Greeks, 
who goes under the Name of Pythian, 
and Didymeun, made uſe of ſuch a 
Voice, when the Oracle was giv*n by 
rhe Pythian, Priefleſs, or the Prieſteſs of 
Mliletam. And yet the Greeks dont 
take Occaſion from hence, to call in 
Queſtion, much leſs to deny, the Divi- 
niuy-of Apolio, or any other God, who 
cave out Oracles, at ſome convenient 
Place. | | 
Now how much more, did it con- 
duce to the- Spiritual Advantage of the 
World in General, that God ſhou'd re- ' 
veal his Will in the Perſon of our 
Bleſſed Saviour, who ſpoke-with ſuch 
Authority, and Power, that he made a 
ſecret, bur irreſiſtible Imprefſion upon 
the Minds of Men. 
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Cruae. LXI. 7 


ff Kea Celſs, whoſe wicked Opi- 

(. nijons, and Practices, render him 

hateful to that God, who is a Lover 

of right Reaſon, and unaffected Vir- 

| tue, reproaches our Saviour in the fol- 

'. lowing Words, AU his Miracles diſco- 

wverld him to be a Perſon, hateful to God, 

and 4 notorious, and wile Impoſtor. But 

iff we critically enquire into the Na- 

ture of "Things, and the Signifcation 

of the foregoing Words, we ſhall find, 

that in Propriety, and StriQneſs of 

Speech, no Perion, how wicked ſoever 

he may be, can'bave this CharaQter 

givin him, that he is hated of God. 

For the following Expreſſion carries 

Abundance of Truth, as well as Weight 

o in it ; viz. Thea loveſt all Things that Wil. xi. 

"4 Hy are, and hateſt nothing, which thou haſt * ** 

& made ; for never wouwaft thou have made 
any Thing, if thou hadſt hated it. 

If we meet with any Expreſſions 
in the Writings of the Prophets, that 
ſeem to intimate, that God hates hu 
Creatures, we muſt interpret *em by 

ths 
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this general, and neccflary Rule, that 
the Scripture, when at ſpeaks of God, 
do's often cloath him, as ir were, with 
thoſe very Paſſions, which are fre- 
quently working ia Humane Breafts. 
But ro 'what Purpoſe iS 1t, £0 recurn 
an Anſwer, to a. Peifon, who ev'n 
1a a Diſcourſe, EntituPd, 4 Trae Re- 
lation, takes the Liberty , .to giye 
Vent to his Paſſion, in moſt unjuſt, 
and ſevere Invettives, and to treat 


6ur Bleſſed Saviour , as if-he were , + 


like him, a Notorious, and Vile Im- 
poltor, 

For ſuch Language, as he gives 
him, don't become a Man, who pre- 
tends to. Reaſon, and Demonſtration , 
tho* he diſcovers at once, his Want 
both of Sence, and Breeding. Oa the 
concrary, he ought ro have fairly ſta- 
ted the Controverſy, which there is 
between us, to have examin'd Matters, 
with the greateit Impartality, -and 
ExaCtnefs, and 'ſhou'd have avoided ; 
as' much as. might be, all needleſs, and 
ridiculous Digreſſions, and Tauto- 
togies. 

Bur becauſe Ce/ſus's Few; dg's no 
longer continue . his Diſcourſe with 
our Bleſſed S$:vioar, 1 ſhall draw,my 
firſt Book to a Conclufion, and if God 
will grant me the Knowledge of his 
LFrutd, which is able to overthrow, 
tho” 
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Origen againſt Celſws. 22% 
tho* not wholly ro extirpare Error, ac- 
KF cording to that Expreſſion, Deſtroy %em 
'# -: by thy Trath, I ſhall retura ati Anſwer, 
- to what Celſus offers, as perſonating a 
Jew, direQtiag his Diſcourſe to thoſe 
of his Native Country, who are fſup- 
pos'd, to be unhappily,- as he-ima- 
. - gines, brought off from Judaiſm, to an 


open Profeſſion of the Religion, which 
we embrace. 


Origen againſt Celſus : 


Tranſlated from the 


ORIGINAL 


INTO 


> 


KISS 


(OI 


Cruas 1 


'Y Firſt Book in Anſwer. to 
Celſ's Diſcourſe,  EntituP'd, 
-*: A Trae Relation, ending where — 
* } he ceaſes to perſonate a Jew, diſcour- 
* | fing with our Bleſſed Saviour, and be- 
bb” ng {woPn to a convenient Bulk, I re- 
|} folv'd tocompoſea ſecond, aud therein, 
#1 fhall endeavour to confute, what the 
#F Gme pretended Jew has to offer, to 
F thoſe of his own Country, who are 
F -iawardly perſwaded of the Truth, and 
 F Brcellegcy of the Chriſtian Religion. 
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4, Origen againſt Celſius. 

-. And I confels, I can't but wonder, 
that ſince Cel/u was fo foiid of fpeak- 
ing in_the Perſon of a Jew, he didn't ® 
make him dire& his Diſcourle to the. 
Gentiles, .rather,than to. his own Coun» * 
txf-Men..,,for *rwou'd have carry'd 7 
with it, a far more plauſible Appea» 7 
rance, it it had beea dire&ted by him, 
to thoſe, who, embhrac'd the Religiord + 
which. we profeſs, and” were. Genrnley,, .- 
hke our. 7 us But it ſeems, this * 
mighty Man, with all his Kaowledge,.-:; 
to which he makes ſuch great Pre. 
tences, did-aot know,-.or at leaſt, do's.” 
ſeem to me, not qduely to confider, the” 
Nature of that Figure of Speech, which-; 
we make uſe of, when' we ſpeak in” 
the Perſon of another, _ 

Let us ſee therefore, what he ſays, 

to thoſe Jews, who embrac'd the Chris: 
{tian Religion. He ſays, That lf 'r - 
themſelves, to be moit {hamefully deludis B + 
by onr Saviour, they left the Religiolfof # 
their Anceitors,, and” alterd both” their WF '\ 
Name, and" their Courſe of Life. F- 
But he dor't conſider, that the Jews, 7: 
who . believ'd in our Bleſſed Sxviour, | 
did nor torally- renounce -the- Law*of | 
cheir -juſtly-admir*'d- Progenitors,” and FF ." 
Fore-Fathers ; but 'liv'd i the Obſere -F- + 
vance of it, deriving their Appellation, . Þ 
from a Word, that denotes the Poverty: 
of the' meer Letter of the Laws My 


ket 
2 
He: 


FLI 
 ® 


E 


* jews, were  call'd by_ 
* Ebronites.” And St. Peter Himſelf, for 
£2, confiderabe Time, obſerv'd the Jew- 
ab Rites,..that are preſcrib'd 'by the 
= Law of, Moſes, as got havying yet 
: tearn'd, cv'n from our Bleſſed Savioar, 
+0 aſcend, as it were, from their lire- 
* ral. to their ſpiritual Meaning, as we 
> have. the Matter related to .ns; in the 
—. A#s of the Apoitles. On the Morrow, 
5: bw. As they went on their Tourney, ana arew — Xs 
= 22h unto the City, Peter went wp upon or, 
| S : the Howſe-T op to pra ”, about the ſixth 2% 
= Hour, And he became wery hangry, and 
wou'd. have eaten ; but while they made 
© ready, he fell into 4 Trance, and faw Flea» 
9e2 open'd, and a certain VL. efſel deſcendl- 
#28 unto him, 4s it had been 4 great 
Sheet, knit at the four Corners, and tet 
"8 | down.to the Earth; wherein were all Max- 
"Þ T 3 - : ner 0 | Four-footed Beaſts of the Earth , 
"# and Wild Beaſts, and Creeping Things, . 
"8 42d F ow! of the Air. Apd there came 
+ Voice: ro him, riſe Peter, kill, and eat. 
- # But Peter ſaid, not ſo Lord, for T have 
| _never-eaten any Thing, that s common or 
"= | wxclean, And the Voice ſpake 10 him 
 # a24in the ſecond Time , what God has 
cleans, that call thou not comman. 


P3 Yea 


Yau: ry Shag tar St. Per be 
ſelf,..: PA Eminent Apoſtle, is r repro 
uþ 45, reraining” the TP 

QVerween Clean, and Unclean | 

ts plain, from what fol = 

lows in the Hiſtory » that nothing gt | 

thag.a: Viſion Du npage. him, tq'* 

- preach the. DoQrige of in. Chriſt 
- to. Cornelize,, who. was not deſcended: 
from the J/7aelbres, and. to his Friends ” 

that. atteaded. him. | Far he being a. 
gon and; obſerving the Traditions' of | 

the Jewiſb Church, had a contewpiiy.þ 4 

ble Nation. of the Gentiles, : 
- And the Apoſtle: Pas, in the Epiſtly 

.to the Galatians, acquaints us, that St,” 

Peter, for. Fear of dilpleaſing the Tl ; 
.refus'd to eat with the Ganiles: Por - 
. before that certain came from James, he 

"did. tat with the Gentiles ; but when t 

ol il. were come be withdrew, and ſeparated jo 


' We ſelf, fearing them which were of the Civ-" 
"= _ And the other [ews ris | 
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\J les; 
-Þ —- vp In the F con to ſhew a he- eg 
We. "altogether regounc'd the Jemiſp Law, 
| | 4 9? Jl he "he berg of z and of 
ſo paſſionate an 


is .«;-Had Calls blown all this, he wou'd 
E *-ag have introduc'd a Yo, addref- 


* fing hir nl to thoſe, who' were con- 
'verted fr ſudziſm to the Chriſtian 


Faith, in ithe lowing Manger, ' What 


'#.che Matter, fays he, my dearly beloved 

Country-men, | that you haug an 8 ſudden 

renounc'd the Religion of your Fathers , 

8nd Anceſtors, and [i Cores Jour ſelves ro 

% Jo ſhamefully Sn your urs neu] 

Saviour, as to be pd with to alter 
* jour Name, and Cork » a2 Life, , 


Cnae. IE 


U'T becauſe T have already men- "8 
tiond.St. Peter, and the reſt of "FF - 
thote, who preach'd the DoAarine of. = 
Faith in Chriſt, to the Circumciſion, oe 
I think, jr may not be improper, ta.” 
Juote a Paſſage of our Saviour's in St. Þ 

ohy's Goſpel, and a little to explain 7 

John xyi.it; have ſays he, many Things, yet- © 
V.12,13.f0 ſay unto you, but je can't bear "em 
now. But when he ( the Spirit of Truth; 
& come, he" will gaide you into all Truth, 

for he ſhall not ſpeak of himſelf, but whats 

 ſoever he . ſhall htzr, that (ball he, ſpeak." 

Now T ask Celſuws*s Jew," what. were 7 

theſe Things, that our, Saviour had-to 


his Deſire, viz. to inſtru& *em, ſince. 
rhey were Jews, and by Conſequence, 
br ye with the Letter of the Mo- =. 
Jaick'Taw, 1 fay, to inftru& %em, in» 
the true Sence of the Law, which the | 
Types, and Ceremonies, uader the Le= 
gel Dilpenſation, did+ but imperfealy. | 
*', Teprelent 
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£8 Origen ag inſt Celjus. 9 
=” repreſent, and to give *%m a_new Light 
'-*F— iato thoſe good Things to come, of 
= which, the various Rices concerning 
= 7-re, aad mpure Meats, and Drinks, con- 
= cerning Feſtivals, New-Moons, and Sab- 
Es baths, were all but obſcure, and in 
= themſelves, very mean, and contemp- 
 fible Shadows ? 
&  'Thefe, without Doubt, were the 
© Things, which their Blefſed Lord , 
= wou'd have communicated to em. 
© Bur knowing very well, how difficult 
= a Thing it is, to diſengage the Mind, 
© from thoſe Notions, which T had al- 
© moſt ſaid, were of as early a Dare, 
= as its own Original, and are daily 
more deeply rooted, in our very Nature, 
& by the ſtrong Prejudices of our Birth, 
© and Education, and eſpecially, when 
= one looks upon *em, as having the 
= Awtul Stamp of a Divine Authority , 
and by Conſequence, as being too im- 
= portant, and too true, to be calPd in 
be Buetion, or but lightly regarded ; 
E= knowing, I fay, and conſidering, how 
= difficult a Thing it is, to convince 
| Perſons, under ſuch unhappy Circum- 
E ſtances, and to perſwade em, that 
the Ceremonial Law was Loſs, and 
= Dung, in Compariſon of the True 
* Religion, he prudently waited for a 
= more convenient Time, and differ'd 


þis Diſcourſe, till after his Bloody 
Death 
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John xvi. }e# many Things to ſay unto yon, but ye 


_ *tis upon that Account, that our Sa+ 


Death, and triumphant ReſurreQion;: 

And indeed, if he had talk*d ro them, F- 
of Things, that exceeded the Bounds, |}. 
of their preſent, agd narrow Capacity, E I 
he might have ſhock*d their Feith mn 
him, as the SON. of the LIVING GOD, |. 

And T leave any one to judge, "F 
wherher. this be not the moſt natural 
Sence of the following Words ; I have :; 


ſeveral Explications to be giy'n of the  Þ 
. . ; : "= FEES T9 
Law, with Reipe&t to its Spiritual FF 
Meaning, which ev?n our Saviour's i 
Diſcyples at that Time were not duely 
diſpos'd to hear, becauſe” they had been” |} 
born, and bred among the Jens, and 
ſince their Religion, conſiſted very | 
much of thoſe Things, - which were 7 
Types, and Shadows of the Goſpel-Dif- 
penſation, Pm inclin'd\ to tink, that 


viour makes Uſe of the following Words, #Þ- 


V. n;. When the Spirit of Truth is come, he will 2 X 
guide you into all Truth, as if he had 


ſaid, he ſhall lead you into the true, "F__ 
and tull S2nce of thoſe Things, vis. *F 
Types, and Figures, which you were | 
converſanc with , and whereby you | 
imagin'd, yqu paid God, the true Wor-- } 
thip, wiuch was due to him, ands F 
rcquir'd by him. | 
And the fore-meation'd Pome: 
which 


Lacan.” 
. - "ON tk q ; 
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& Origen | againſt Celſws. 1t 


which our Saviour made t9 his Diſ. 
ciples, was abundantly. fulflPd' to the 


A p Apoſtle Peter, when the Spirit of God 


ſhew'd him in a Viſion, all Sorts of 


Animals, Birds, and Four-footed Beaſts, 


and creeping Things, and faid to him, 


Riſe, Peter, ji, 434 eat. And indced, 


at that Jun&ture of Time, he was fo 


: _ fond of his former Religion, that he 


return'd this Anſwer, ev*n to the Voice, 


which he heard from Heaven, Noe jo 


Lord, for I have never eaten any T, bing, 
that is common, or unclean. But at length, 


his Underſtanding was enlighten'd, as 


- 


appears. from the following Words, 


' What God has cleansd call not thou com- 
' 08. 


And after that Inſftruftive Viſion, 


'the Spiric of Truth, leading Peter in- 


to all Truth, acquaiated him with 
thole 'Things, which he cowda't bear, 
while our Saviour was preſent with 
him -in the Fleſh. But I ſhall have 


- Occaſion hereafter, to ſpeak of thoſe, 
- who adhere, to the litteral Sence of 


phe  Meſaick Law. 
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M' Buſineſs at preſent-is to ſhew, 


Ignorance, in repretenting a Few, - ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to.chole of . his Na- 
tive Country, who were converred to 
the Chriſtian Faith, in the following 
Words, What's the Matter, my dearly 
beloved Conuntry-men, that you have te- 
nount'd the Law of your Fathers ? 

For how can they be ſaid to re- 
nounce the Law of their Fathers, who 
ſeverely blame Perſons for got  adhe- 

Gal. iv, Ting -to its Tel me, ſays the Apoſtle, 
V. 21. ye that deſire #0'be under the Law, ao ye 
not hear the Law? For "tis written, that 
- Abraham had two Sons, and {o onto 
thoſe Words, Which Things are an Al- 

' legory. h 

And how can they be faid, to re- 
nounce the Law of their Fathers, who 
are continually making mention of it, 
as if they were proud, of ſhewing the 

F- honourable Regard , which chef fill 
|, Cor is, BAY £0 it, and argue after the low- 
; 'V. 8. ing Manner, Say I theſe Things 45 4 
j; Man, 


that Celſus betrays his wretched | 


5 ww > Th \s ©# 


written in the Law of Moſes, thou ſbalt 
wor muzzle the Month of the Ox, that 
treads out the Corn. Do's God take Care 


for Oxen? Or, ſays he it altogether for 


our > roi ? For our ſakes, no doubt, this 
# mrittesn. 

And how confus'd is Celſuz”s Diſ- 
courſe, and how do's it want, ev*n a 
plauſible Appearance, to recommend it 
to the World, when he talks after the 


| following Manner. Some of you, ſays 


he, have ” 6 arch our Excellent Religion, 
under a Pretence of giving Allegorical,, 
and Myſtical Explications of the Law. 
Others of you ave preat Admirers of 4 
ſpiritual Sence, 45 you are pleas'd to term 
it, and yet are diligent Obſervers of thoſe 
outward Ceremonies, which make ſo conſ;- 
derable a Part of the Religion nhich we 


' embrace. There remain ſjome others, who 


adhere to the literal Sence of Scripture, 
thinking, that: Abundance of ſpiritual Mat- 
ter ts wrapt up, in the wery Letter of the 
Law, and profeſs, that Jeſus of Naza- 
reth was the Perſon, who was foretold. by 
the Jewiſh Prophets, and at the ſame 
Time, obſerve the Precepts of Moles, and 
the Traditions of their Anceſtors. 

But how cou'd it be expeRed, that 
Celſis*s Few', {hoy'd give us a true, 


and clear Account. of Matters of this | 


Nature, ſince in the Sequel of his Dif- 
courlie, 


Origen againſt Celſus. 13 


'*# or ſays not the Law the ſame alſo? For "tis 
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Origer. a gainſt Celſiu. 
courſe, he meations ſeveral very great,... "| 
and notorious Herelies. And there were.; | 
ſome Jews, who turd their Baeks,. ag... | 
he ſays, upori the Creator of the Uni-.' FF. 
verſe, and didn't know, that the be:,. |#- 
lieving Jfaelztes did live, in the (rich... WW 
Obſervance of the Law of their Fa-:, 
chers, ' © -*4 v6 
| For his Deſign was not, to act the. FF: 
rt of an impartial Enquirer ao. : 
Truth , who readily ſubmits _ ta the:.. * # | 
Evidence, which it carries with- it,. " WF : 
but to vent his Malice, aud right,:..or.;, WF ; 
wrong, to make a Vigorous Oppoſi-., K#- 
tion to the CUNT REEnG, and as.: K |} 
C } 
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5 le vainly thought, to expoſe it to the 
. higheſt Contempt imaginable. . 


Crnare, IV. 3 


HE Few continues his Diſcourſe, 

_ *Twes. bat Pother Day, fays he, 
thas we* ſeverely puniſh'd the Perſon, who 
led you aſide, like a Company of ſil 
$ wy » ana by Conſequence, "twas very . 
Lately, and on a ſudaen, that you renounc'd 
the Lav of your Fathers, 
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” Origen againſt Celſiv. 16 


'F: | But to this T have already returo'd 
# « ſufficient Anſwer. What he adds, 
"F 1 confeſs, carries with it a much 
greater Force, With whit Face, ſays he, 


4 20 | 
-y # or Colour of Reaſon, can you deſpiſe thoſe 
KF Sacred Rites, which not long agoe , you 


\ I held in wery great Eſteem, and eſpecially, 
« KF when the Law of Moſes, s the Foundation, 
. on» which, the Dottring of your Jeſus 
BB Grilt, as you your ſelves acknowledge ? 
SS Thar the Chriſtian Religion, is found- 
+ 8 <d on the Jewifp Law, and, Prophets, 
KF as well as upon Chri/f, and his Apoſtles, 
F is, what, I readily confeſs. But we. 
> muſt alſo conſider, that they naturally 
lead us to rhe Miſtery, which was hid Eb. iii 
| from Ages, bat is now maae manifeſt, Hy 9. 
| by the Appearance of our Bleſſed Sa- 
V1OUTL, | 
And we don't deſpiſe the Law, be- 
cauſe we have a clearer Revelation ; but 
_ inſtead of that, have the greater Ve- 
- neration for it, and endeavour to ſhew, 
what Depths of Divine Wiſdom there 
are, evan in the Lepal Diſpenſation, 
which the Fews themlielves know little, 
or nothing of. Aad why ſhou'd we 
think it ſtrange, that the Goſpel ſhou'd 
- be founded on the Law of Moſes, when 
our Saviour ſpeaking to thoſe, that re- 
- fag d*to believe in him, has the follow- 
ing Words, Had ye biliev'd Moſes, ys Jobn v. 
mos "a V- 46: 
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Origen aga 


John.-v. wog'd have believ'd me, for he wrote of | 
* 46 me; but if ye believe not bis W ritings 
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how ſhall ye belzeve my Words? Aq 

the Evangeliſt St. Mark begins his Goſ- 
pel thus, The Beginning of the Goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, as "tis writ= 
ten in the Prophets, Behold, T ſend thy 
Meſſenger before thy Face, which ſball pre- 
pare thy Way before thee , intimating to '*_ 
us, that the Goſpel is founded oa the 
Scriptures of the O!d Teſtament it ſelf. Fe 
I can't conceive therefore, what Cel/ue's | _ 
Jew propoſes to himſelf, when he lays, | 1 
If any Perſon has foretold, that the Son | », 
of God, was to come into the World, he L 


was one of our own Prophets, and inſpird | 
by that God, in whom we believe, tf 

And I wou'd fain know , how it ta 
tends, in the leaſt, to: the Prejudice of Ri 
the. Chriſtian Religion, that John. the L 
Baptiff, who was the Fore-runner of of 
our Saviour, was a Few. For it don't Ju 
follow, that becauſe he was fo, there- wi 


fore all who embrace the Chriſtian Re- a 
ligion, whether Jews, or Gentiles, muſt po 
ſerve the Letter of the Jewiſh Law. 


Caar. V. 


HEN-the pretended Jew tells tis, 
j# That our Saviour was puniſfh'd by 
bi own Conntry-men, according to the De« 

merit of his horrid Grimes. But T think; 

I have ſaid enough already; in Ans 

ſwer to ſo pityful a Cavil, and therefore, 

ſha'n't do-him the Honour, to .imi« 

tate him, in his frequent, and needles 

Repetitions. 24 

.. Then he laughs at the DoQAring 
of-the ReſurreQion, and of a Fururg 
Judgment ,, at which the Righteous 
will be rewarded, and the Wicked 
cams ; I fay, he laughs at it, as 

ing, in his Opinion, molt highly ridt- 
culous- And he ſays, That the Chriitians | 
ſay nothing, ev'n on theſe important Subs | 
jets, as they are pleas'd to call *em, bat 
what was ſaid long before ; imagining, 
that this is an effeQtual Argumeat, to 
overthrow the whole SuperſtruQture of 
Chriſtianity, | 
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18 Orizen againſt Celſus. 
==” To this T-anfwer, that our Bleſſed | 
= © ,- Saviour, perceiving how little Contor-. 
= - mity there was, between the Lives 
>. _*-,of theFews, and the DoQrines, eva 
=. of their, own Celebrated Prophets, 
- thought fit-to teach %em, by Parabies, 
Mat *E phat. the Kjngdom of - God * ſbou'd be 


= eats from "em, and giv'n to the Gentiles, t 
"And we .ſee this Prophecy, moſt F 

- evidently, and remarkably fulfilPd, in, - t 

_--, the. Age, in»which we live. For + 

'. _ preſent Jews, not enjoying the Beneh t 

of that, ſupernatural Light, "which is þ 

highly -neceſſary, to the right Under: x 


ſtanding. of the Scriptures, abound; to. | 4 


their great Shame, with extravagant, LY 

2nd innumerable Fancies': Whereas the 8 

Chriſtians are happily led, into the Rl 

- Spiritual Knowledge of the Truth; Pp; 

- . Which. alone is able, at once, to en- th 

©. lighten, and elevate the Mind, and | © 

iS "don't live after the Manner 'of the ÞF- ©; 
Jews, as Members, of 'an Earthly Res 4 


publick, but-like worthy, and honow (: 
Table .Citizens of that Heavenly Feri- 7 
/alem, of 'which - their Pompous Wor. | 


ſhip, and. external Grandeur, is a very A 
imperfeQ "Emblem. 2 by 
This 1s evident, in as much as they ” 


penetrate, into the deep Myſteries of | 5 
the Law, and are able,” to give a' ra- 


tional, and intelligible Explication of as 
Jem, to any Perſons, who may modeſt- bY 
ly delire it, And v 


i fr. 
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Or4en againſt Celfus, 19 


And ſuppoſe I ſhou'd grant, that A 
- bur Saviour himſelf weat : ſo far, as 


| to obſerve the varivus Ceremoaies , 


relating to the Jewiſh Sacritices, this 
: EF think, wou'd be no ſolid Argumear, 
againſt our | believing, that he was 
"the SON of GOD. = 
- "He is the SON of that 4DO- 
RABLE MAFESTYT, who gave 
the Law, and from whom the Pro- 
phets did receive their Commiſſion, 
' and we, who are Chriſtians; and Mem- 
ers of the Trae Catholick Church, don't 
wilfully tranſgreſs the Law, but re- 
priing the Fables of the Jews, employ 
our Time, and Strength, Pres cp 
1nto- the Spiritual, and Myſtical Sence, 
which we think, the Law, aad the 
Prophets do admit.of. For *cisplain; 
thar they themſelyes wordwt have 
vs reſt, 1n the litteral, and moſt ob- 
© vious Sence of the Words, that are 
made uſe of, in_ the important Meſ- © 
 fages, they delivery from Time to _ s 
Tone , ſince tis their common Prac- 
tice, to uſher in their Prophecies, with 
ſome ſuch IntroduQtion as this, 7 wil 
open: 719 Mouth in a Parable: ] will 
gatter dark Sayings of Old ; and when 
they ſpeak of the Commands ofthe Law, 
as being obſcure, and impoſſible to be ” 
rightly underſtood, without Divine Afi- 
ſtance ; they put up this earneſt Peri- 
- tion 
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20 Origen againſt Cel/us; 


tion to Almighty God, Open rhou mine 
Eyes, that I may behold wondrows Things, | 


x, 1b 


Pl CxS: oat of thy Law. | | 
ch — rr —_— 


Crnae. VI. 


* AND by the Way, ſince T am 
A ſpeaking of the Manner of Ex- 
preſhon, "which the Prophets* usd, 1 
may ſafely challenge - any Perſon, to 
inſtance in any Words, of our Bleſſed 
Saviour, that were vain, or ev*n feem'd 
to have the leaſt Tin&ure of- Pride, 
and Oftenration- And how can hehe 
accuvd of Haughtinefs, and Arroganc 
who had abundant Reaſon, to' uſe 
the following Words, Learn of me, for 
I am meek, and lowly of Heart, and je 
Ut *- (hall find Reſt to your Souls ? 
+ 29% | | 
He, I fay, wilo after he had ſupp'd 
with his Diſciples, laid aſide his Gar- 
ments, and took a Towel, and girded 


bu» Py hl MH © A ty aaa PP od od _ £Ayq a wo. am 6s. art 44 E.G a. 


himſelf, and pour'd Water into a Ba- Is 

ſon, and waſh'd their Feet, and” re- g 
proved ons of the "Company, who || ' v 
wou'dn't ſuffer him to do it, and faid, u 

John Ail, Jf 1 waſh thee not, thoa haſt no Part | a 
V-5 wich me. He who faid to his Diſci- | x 


ples, 


Origen againſt C elſus. | 


To proceed, let any one fhew, if he 
can, that our Saviour did ever ad- 
vance any ſingle Poſition, that _ was 
falſe, and let him explain che Nature 
of a great, or ſmall Untruth, if his 
Inclination prompts him, to, prgve him 
a-notorious Liar, tho? to ſpeak proper- 
ly, I think, there are no Degrees of 
Falſe-hood, and qa the contrary, any 
true Propoſition is'as much. a Truth, 
as the moſt important Article of the 
Chriſtian Faith.” - But , why ſhou'd TI 
talk as I do? Tt any one, and par- 
ticularly, the. pretended Jew whom 
Celſus perſonates, make it appear t9 
the World, by ſolid .Reaſon, if he can, 
that our Blefſed Saviour was ever 
ouilty of the leaſt Impiety. 

"Was it a Crime, to aboliſh the 
Circumciſion of the Fleſh, the ' Cere- 
monial Diſtintion of Meats, and the 
carnal Obſervance df | Feaſts, New- 
Moons, and Sabbaths, that his ſincere 


Followers might have their Minds 


gradually rais'd, to the ſpiritual, and 
tull Seace of the Law, which alone 
is wotthy of the Infinite vurity, and 
great Delign' of the Supream Majefty, 


' who gave it, tho? ?tisn't in the leaſt 


incongtuous, that a Miniſter, and ev'n 
an Apoſtle, ſhow'd ſtill be a Jew to 
the Jews, that he might gain the Jews 
| On being 


2 


ples, I am among you, as he that ſerves : Luk.xxit 
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being under the Law, as it were, to gain 
them who were under rhe Law? © 


Canary VIL 


| T's E Jew adds, that Abundaxce of 


Perſons, beſides our Savioar, have led 
ſuch afide, as tamely ſuffer themſelves ta 
be deceiu'd, and are ev'n fond of De: 
luſion. | | | 
IT anſwer, let him inſtance in any 
one Perſon, 'if he can, who ever gave 
ſuch ufeful Precepts to the World, 
as our Blefſed Saviour has left upon 
Recard, and taught *em a Dodrine, 
which had as great a Virtue, to reform 
the Manners of Men, as that which 
accompany*d the ſucceſsful Preaching 
of the Goſpel. 
| Then he ſays, the Chriſtians find 


» Fault with the Jews, for not believing, 


that Chriſt was God, 

But this I have already anſwer'd, 
and ſhew'd,. in what Reſpefts, we 
own our Saviour to: be GOD, and in 
what Sence, we believe he was a 
FO 0D MDs, LO : | 
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Citze, VIE 


"A\ELS Fink Fiang adds. the following 
| Words, How can any one imagine, 
that we, who all along declar'd to the World, 
that God wow'd ſend a4 Perſon, to puniſh 
the dſobedient, and rebellious, Tow? treat 
him ſo baſely, when he came, in Compliance 
wth the Will of God, and.-to accompliſh 
fech great Deſiges. But *tis hardly worth 
my while, to return an Anſwer, to 
ſo ridicvlous a Queſtion. 
" 'For *tis juſt -as if 2 Perſor ſhou'd 


fay, how . is it poſſible, char I, who - 


always preach'd up the Doctrine of 
Temperance, ſhou'd be guilty of De-. 
bauchery, or; that IT, who in Diſ- 
courſe, did always yindicate the. in» 


jur'd Rights of Juſtice , ſhou'd ever 


be guilty, of violating its Sacred Rules ? 
And as nothing is more common, 
than for Perſons to talk, in the Praiſe 
of Virtue, and yet be openly guilty, 
af the moſt ſcandalous Vices: So the 
Jews, who make the Prophetick Oracles 
the Matter of their continual Boaſt, 
do yet ſhut their Eyes, againſt the 
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Origen againſt Celfus. PF 
glorious Light, of thoſe Scripture- | 
_ Prophecies, _ which are _ evidently ag- 
compliſh'd, in the*Perſon of our Bleſ. 
ſed Saviour. And if I may aſcribe 
their Blindneſs,; to ſome other, Cauſe, 
beſides the * wretched Degeneracy of 
Humane Nature, which. they plainly 
” Jdifcoverd,; I-may fafely fay, that 
Txas direAly  foretold, by ' the very 
Prophets they ſo much . admire. 
* For Ijaiah fays expreſly, Hear ye in- 
deed but underitand nat, and Jee ye indeed, 
bat perceive not, make the Heart of this 
:People fat, Now let any Perſon ac- 
-Quaint me, what it is, that the Pro- 
-phet intends, 'by theſe, and the like 
of preſſions. *Tis plain, they ſaw our 
- Saviour, but wiltully ſhut' their Eyes, 
Agent the piercing Rays of the SUN 
- of RIGHTEOUSNESS, and heard him ' 
" diſcourſe to %em, . but cowdme com- 
prehend, that his humane” Nature was 
_ the living Temple of the Deity, which 
was going to forſake their Nation, 
and to engage all its iofinite Per- 
feQions, jn the behalf of the believing 
Bs £77 gy 
+ And *ris Matter af FaQ, and a 
=F hing very, Remarkable, that ſince the 
- ”, Incarnation of 'our Bleſſed Saviour, the 
Jews aye been left by God, and that 
tlie Beauty, and Glory of. their Re- 
| #8190, 15, in 4 Manner, efttirely de- 
Een = . YG 


Origen againlt Celfus. 25 
faced and loſt, infomuch that” there 
is ſcarce one Sign of the Divine Pre- 
ſence among *<m', except the ſevere 
judgments, which do fo juſtly befall 
their Nation. 


They have neither Prophets, nor Mi- 


racles, td atteſt the Truth of their Re- 
gion, whereas the Chriſtians, ev'n at 
this Diftance of Time, have a Power 
of working Miracles, conferr'd upon 
*tm, ſome of which 'are not infe- 
riour to thoſe, which were wrought, 
when our Saviour was' oh ' Earth. 


| CHAP. £.X. 


M 


d i EN Cellue's Jew breaks out into 


4 the following Expreſſion, How cau 
any one imagine, that we ſhou'd treat a Per- 


ſon ſo ill, that was foretold by our own 


Prophets, unleſs we had a Mind to enhance 
our Crime, and jo to aggravate our moſ 
deſerved Puniſhment ? 

To this, I anfwer, that at the firm! 
Judgment ( which is one of the Ar- 
ticles of the Chri/tizn Faith ) the Fews 


- will 'be puniſh'd, in a more dreadful 


Manner, than the rett gf rhe World, 
| : p aor 
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not. only for .rejeQing + the : Meſſiah, 
which was a. horrid Crime, bur. alſo 
for their barbarous,. and almoſt un- 
accountable Carriage, towards the 
Prince of Peace. | | 
Nay, ev'n_ at this Day, (fa. re- 
markably do's the Vengeance of God 
purſte *em ! ) they are the -moſt mi. 
lerable People, upon the Face of the 
whole: habitable World. For what 
Nation is | there, beſides that of the 
Jews, that is baniſh*d, from. their Me- 
tropolis, aad deny'd the Liberty, of 
ſeryitg God, according to the Reli- 
gion of their Fathers, and Anceſtors, 
1n their Native Soil ? Theſe are ſome 
of thofe grievous Calamities, to which, 
their own Crimes expos'd *em (For 
no Hiſtory can parallel their Villanies ) 
and eſpecially thoſe horrid Barbarities, 
which they exercis'd, rowards our Ble(- 
fed Saviour, who came into the World, 
to fave *em, from Sin, and Hel]. "7 
LTD 2 "2 5p «F {1s 
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THE Yew adds, How cou*d we look 
apon him as GOD, who oz the 
ane Hand, did none of thoſe Mighty Things, 
phich' he pretended fo effett, and on the 0+ 
ther, was convitted, ana condemyd to 4 
ſevere Puniſhment, was ford to- abſcond, 
that he might not be taken, ranting, like 
4 Vagabond, from Place to Place, and 
yet was at laſt apprehended, and-be- 
trayd, ev'n by one of his moit eminent | of þ 36 
Followers , who of all Perſons in the | 5 = 
World, one wou'd think, might hawe had 
the Grace, to eſpouſe his Maſter's Cauſe ? 
Was it in the leaſt ſuitable to the Majeſty, 
and Wiſdom of a GOD, to flee, like 4 
guilty Wretch, and to ſuffer himſelf to be 
apprehended, and forſal*n by his intimate 
Friends, who efteems'd him their Lord, and 
Saviour, THE SON OF GOD, -AND 
THE TRUE MESSIAH ? 
To this I anſwer, that we are not 
ſo ignorant, as to call THE BODY of 
our Bleſſed Saviour, which was material, 
and fenſfible, by the YENERABLE 
NAME of GOD. Nay, we don't "rh 
7a © gs FS ute 


he 


Herod, 
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bute ſo much as this, evn to the holy. 
and ſpotleſs . Soul of FE SUS, with 
reipect to which, he uſes the follow- 
ing Words, My Soul 7s. exceeding ſorrow- 


rape fal, ev'n unto Death. Whefh we meet 
Jer. xxxii tings of the Prophets, Behold I am the 
* V- 27, Lord, the God of all 'Fleſh : Or, :Fhoſe 
Ifa. xlii. Words, Before me there was no God 

V. 10. formd, neither ſhall there be after met , 


'with ſach Words as theſe, in the Wri- 


the Jews acknowledge, that *tis the 
great God himſelf that ſpeaks, but. he 
makes Uſe of, the Prophets, as Inſfru- 
meats, to communicate his Will. to 


Mea, and the Greeks confeſs, that *tis 


a God, thar ipeaks the following Words, 


_ by rhe Mouth of the Pythian Prieſteſs, : 


[ can the numerous Sands with Eaſe recount, 
Fathom the Sea, and underſtand « Mute. 


After the ſame Manner, we ſay, that 
it was' GOD, the ETERNAL WORD, 
the SON of the EYVER-BLESSED 
GOD, that made Ule of the humane 
Nature of the HOLY: FESUS, - as a 
proper Inſtrument, when he ſpoke the 


| Joby xiv; tollowing-Words, 1 am the Way, the 
mu A 
us; » am the Living Bread, that came- down 
John vi. from Heaven. And I might inſtance 


V 35- in many other-Exprefſions to the fame 


Trurh, aud the Life: IT am the Door, [ 


Orzgen againlt Celſis. 29 


We blame the Fews thetefore, and 
I think not unjuſtly, for not acknow- 


. Tedging onr Saviour to be God, of 
whom the Prophets do ſo trequently 


produce their concurring Teſtimony, 
that he is the POWER of the 
ETERNAL FATHER 

*T was to him the Command of God 
was direfted, which we read of, in the 
Account that Moſes gives us,of the Crea- 


tion of the World, Let there 'be' Light, _ 4 


tet there be a  Firmament, and the like. 


*Twas to him'he faid, Let. ws make bid. V. 6. 
Man, in oar Image, after our Likeneſs." 26. 


And the ETERNAL WORD. did 
every Thing, according to the 'Com- 


maad of God. 


And this is' not a ConjeQture, form*d 


11n our own Fancies, but we build our 


Faith, in this important Afﬀair, on the 
concurring Teſtimony, of thoſe very 
Prophets, who are readily own'd, .and 
extreamly admir'd by the Jews them- 
ſelves. For we are told exprefly, He 
commanaed, and they were created, Now, 
what created Being, how noble ſaever, 
cou'd' execute the Command of the 
ETERNAL FATHER, with Reſpect 
to the Creatioa of the World, who, 
but he, who was the ETERNAL and 
LIVING WORD? 
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ESIDES *tis plain, from ſeveral Pal. 
| ſages 1n-the Gplpels, that he, who 
” e thoſe. Words, .by the Mouth of 
the. Bleſſed. Jeſus, I am the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life; was not circum- 
ſcrib'd,” within the narrow Limits of 
his Humane Nature. 
ohn the Baptiſt foretelling, that in 
a ſhort Time, the Son of GOD ſhou'd 
make his Appearance. in' the. World, 
W--: ſpeaks of him, as a Perſon, that was 
q {on 1. Omnipreſent. There ſtands one amon} 
F-., Ve25:27y08, ſays he, whom ye know not, he 
i ts,' who, coming after me, us before me. 
Now 4s it probable; or ev*'n poſlible, 
he ſhowd . apply theſe Words, to our 
Saviour's Body, or his Humane Soul? 
And our.:Blefſed Lord himſelf, raiſing 
the Minds of his Diſciples, to more 
ſublime Thoughts. of the SON of 
'GOD,: makes uſe of the fallowing Ex- 
Ma. xyiiipretfion, Where two or three are ga- 
V. 20.ther*d topether in my Name, there am 
IT in the midſt of *em. 
There's another Promiſe, that is 
much 


Origen-againit"Celſns. 37 
much of the ſame” Import, which he 
makes to his Diſciples, Lo! I am with Wat. 28. 
' you always, can to the End of the World, V, 
I hope. the Reader will not miſunder- 
land 'me, as if I faid any Thing , 

that might in the Jeaſt interfere, with 

that intimate, and glorious Union, 

that there 'is, between the Humanity 

_ of the incarnate Jeſus, and the Mifte- 

rious Perſon of the ETERNAL 
WORD.- © op whe nal ! 

For if St. Pax! teaches us, that He, cor. 6, 
that ts joyn'd to the Loyd is one Spirit, V. 17: 
certainly they that underſtand this 
DoQarine, will readily allow, that there 
is a cloſer, and more Divine Union, be- 
tween the WORD, and its afſum'd Hu- 
manity. And our eges Savioar d1d a- 
 bundantly diſcover, that he was no lefs 
than the Power of God, by the fre- 
quent, and unconteſted Miracles, which 
he wrought, ev'n in the Preſence of 
the Jews, tho* they profeſs*d, to eater- 
tain a molt unaccountable Notion, ( I 
can't imagine, for my Part, that it 
ſhow'd ever enter into any Man's Mind) 
that he caſt out Devils, by Beelzebub 
the Prince of the Devils, and Celſus, we 
know, aſcribes *em to the Power of 
Magick. 

Bur our Saviour abundantly con- 
futed this Abſurd Conceit, by ſhew- 
ing,.. that the Kingdom of Satan was 
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going to- ſuffer a. moſt violent, Shock, 
as. evidently appears to them, who 
read the Goſpels with- any tolerable 
Share of Judgment. ty 

Let Celſus ſhew, if he can, wherein 
our Saviour faiPd in his great: Deſign, 
to deſtroy . the Works ot the Devil,, 
and. bring conviacing Proofs of the 
Truth, or ev'n Probability of what he 
offers.” But this, P'm apt to;think, is 
what he will ſcarce be able to perform, 
' ſince. the Objections, that he: raiſes a- 
gainſt. us, are founded, for the moſt 
Part, on ſome Matters of Fatt, which 
are..grolly miſunderſtood by him, or 
ſome Paſſages .in . the Go elk which 
are.:ſbametully apply” -, or ſome 
fabulous Accounts, which are. owing 
to. the unhappy, : but fruitful Invent. 
tion of the Jews. 


CH Ap. 


WH, 


T ).UT becauſe Celfus 7 Fer aSirms, 
A that he was convicted, and, con. 
dzmn'd, after a; Legal Procets,. L de- 
fre to know, Low This can. be proy'd 


to. be true, when tis plain, beygbd all - 


Contradiction, | that his Enemies: wers 
yery- zealous, in ſuborning talie Wits 


op againſt him. Perhaps they weu'd |. 
aia make us believe, that our Savicur - 


was convicted, . becauſe his Accuicrs 

took great Advantage acainit- him, by 

pac. Inoocent, and juſt "Expreſſion, of 
$ 


, 1 am able to aeſtroy the 'Templz of Mat.vxr 


Got, and. to build it in. three 'Deys, 
"Tis true indeed,. he ſpoke theſe Words, 
of the Temple of. his Body, but they 
not knowing his Delign,, nmegin'c 
that they ' had, a Reference to rheir 
Material ans Pompous Tewple, tor whi ch 
icy plainly ditcover'd. a tar greatgr 
Veveration, than tor that Groraors, 444 
ret Temple, wherein the ETER- 
NIL WORD, the TRULH, and 
VIS DUM ot GOD d:l F er/0uahy, tho? 
Myiterouſly, reſide. | 
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But fince Celſus*s Few _infults over 

us, becauſe , our Saviour was taken, I 

rant he was, bur this ought to be con- 

ider'd, that it wasn*t done, without 

| his own Conſent. | 

For when his Time was come, he 

ſurrend'red himfelf, as an eaſie Prey, ia- 

X| to the Hands of his barbarous Enemies, 

and abundantly made good rhe Cha 

racer, which is giv*a him, in the Hol 

Scripture, and particularly in the fol 

_ lowing Words, Behold ' the Lamb 9 
_ God, who takes away the Sins of t 

' "World: ' "This is no more: than what 

the Evangelift tells us, Jeſus therefore 

Joh, zviiik»owing, tays he, all Things, that fhouls 

V: #86 come upon him, went forth, and ſaid unt 

*m, whom ſeek ye? They anſwer'd him, 

Jeſus of Nazareth. ' Jeſus ſays anto "em, 

| { am he, And Judas Wo which bereft 

' him, ſtood with *em. As ſoon then «s it 

had ſaid unto "em, ] am he, they went 

backward, and fell to the Ground. Then 


a5l*d he them again, Whom ſeek ye? Ani 


_ they ſaid Jeſus of Nazareth, Jeſus an- 
ſwer'd, 1 have told you that ] am be. 
If" therefore ye ſeek me, let theſe go their 


Wa. And when one of his Diſciples 
Rood by, and ſmote the Far of the. 


High-Prieſt's Servant, he faid, Pat «) 


thy Sword into its place.” For all thy- 
that take the Sword fhall periſþ by the * 


Sword, Thinkeſt thon, that | cannot now 
| pray 
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, Hum 


fo anto my Father, and he ſball preſent! 
bk | [hl me more than ewelve phos je 
out &- Bur how then ſhall the: Scriptures 
. | &e:falfil"a, that thus it muſt be? 
he |} + Now if any Perſon ſhou'd be fo weak, 
in- |} #5 to imagine, that theſe are only Fit 
ies, | 00s of the Evangeliſts, have we not 
tis. | Reaſon, vn the contrary, ,to thiak, 
oly | our Adverfaries have been groſly guilty 
ay of that PraQice ( with which rhey 


| charge the Chriſtians ) that ſo they 
might vent their implacable Malice, - 
wainſt all choſe, who profeſs to be the 
ollowers of the Bleſſed Feſws, and ro 
| believe, that thoſe Things are moſt 
certainly true, which are related by 
Ferſons, whoſe Integrity do's abuns 
ntly appear, from the Conſideration 
the dreadtul Calamities, to which 
”y knew their Religion did ſo ma- 
ikeſtly expoſe *em ? 
| For we can't conceive, that the Fol- 
bwers of our Bleſſed Saviour ſhou'd 
embrace the moſt thameſul, and pair- 
ful Death, with undaunted Courage, 
and heroick Conſtancy, had they been 
be ſcandalous Inventers of the Hiſtory, 
[Which they tranſmitred to Poſterity , 
but. 0a the contrary, we muſt eſteem 
'*m to be Perſons, who were fully pei- 
aded, in their own Minds, of the 
op | \fuch, and Importance, of what they 
Mbliſh'd ro the World ; fiace they 
R 2 knew 
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CE art, O77 fd Expertenc I 
that\\:Scorn,- and. Infany. were 'vhe 
ſhockwg Arrendams, wand -Perſocution, 
and: Death almolt the-nacural, and ung; - 
voidahle* Conſequence of. the 'g/oriom 
Profeffion,; which i chey-made: 'of -the 


Name of Feſus. : 
Soi DW -GY 5 Xi 5; a\2e 
Re ' 
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{fot AC. AP. -NIIL 
FJ] HAT the. pretoaded Jew fays 


-&farther,' v22, That our Saviaw 

Fþ oi | was betray's by his -own- Uiſciples is. 
Wi might-learn from the-Evangeliits, with” 
\t \ this: little! Diflerence, that whertas 
they. acquaint. us, that he was betray 

by Judas, he choofes to' ſpeak it the' 

Flog | Number ,- that his Obje&ien 

may fecm- to have the. greater* Force, 

bur »hasws the Curiofity,, I wil ndt 

ſay the Conſcience,” to enquire 1 arrow« 

ly, no the Account, which we thave* 

of Jud, whoie Heart was milerably” 
divided; berween is Maſter, and his* 
Lutft;-aad govern'd; at once by extre-' 
vagauc, aud very Offcerenc Patlions:. 

- For: that xt ammeus T ratio FAVEeA 8:4) & 

to; the "Perivas that came to ppre- 

[WaF. | hehd" 
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þ ws _ yd bim petty; randwichowrriar 
tl | ts Ceremony, and mots. Boxrid 
a | *. Ip 
5 Bo onto ave Reaſob therefore":to! [bs- 
" Þ dife, ithat our-(Saviour's moit excel- 
7” vent, and. awakening Diſcourſes: hdd 
"| de ſome faint. Imprefſion; eviniup- 
on! the Mind-of:one' who : was:ſobun- 
Loa on, ſway'd'by a coretong Dif. - 
2: BF :pofition, | chat he: had: the :Impurelce 
2: _ ay.his Lord;and wou?dwot top, 
Sl FE bat ſhamefolly:compleartd rhe 
— vulanous: Defign,. for the Acoond- 
ment of which all the! Devyits/fh 
Il: did (ever Teads; their! Allittance. 
erefore- the Evangeliſt telis us; :thar 
1phen he faw' he \w.75 "Eon di nd, Matxxwi 
Fe atpcnted. himſelf, | and \brought apaia he Ve 3» 
tion BY ores: Pieces off Sifver , 0-316" Chic 
rf Pricfhs: nnd Elders, ſaying I havt ſpin 
! not w.that's have betray'd the innoceht Blood. 
vv" IN Wd they ſaid, What's that | tous *, See 
Vc Y thog*to>thaty and* be'caſt down the Pieces 
ofoSil er in thi Tem «opioti 4nd" de) parton 
| bis” md went, avd bang'd' himfetf.""'"" 
ie | Now if Judas, hear Dom we 
975 | may ſuppole it was, to apply to his 
"SJ private !7, the Money that was col- 
J0nY þ3 R 3 leacd 
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tem, outfof his faithful Me 
fail - emirey in on —rgax © 

walk, Wi 1 have find in > T e 
betray'd the innocent Blodd, are '2-phin, 
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 /and was” Rr to 3 "f 
A and coodema_ himſelf. ff" 
We have here likewiſe - a remarhi- 
ble, .and Fg 6, uFh our Sk of the 
FOI 
od. * 00s braſh 
Ai "or ho Freie comme of 
in - F Fa 
= to his Cheating the fr 
. ſome -Sparks*of Thnyicy 
hag in a Perſon, who was Vink 


.: Devid inan Humane Form. 
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on againſt Cell. wY 


5p oy "i s Eec | *ris poſſible, after "all I have 


wed, Celſus's Jew may give no 


|" Cretir ro the Account, which we have it 
io the Goſpels, of the Treechery.of 
Ws, "and will *hearkep Ll : that 


alone, that acquain that Jo 
'Zof our Saviour's Diſciples "did vera 
him, and will take the Liberty, to 
more than the "Holy .Scriprure of 
affirm, viz. That he commirted that 
hor id Crime, with the full Bent of 
is Will, and, withour the leaſt Re> 


[Mgr "Lis very unreaſonable, that/ a 


rfon ſhou'd believe, or disbelieve 


| "the Scripture-Hiſtory, as he is led aſide, 


unhappy Biats of his deprav'd 
1005. 


4 And our Adverſaries. eſe, 


they have any Shame in $0) ron 


i "think, in ſome Meaſure, be affe&ed 4 


will-but read rhe Hnodeed: an 


Ninth Pſalm, which direQly, and'en- 
 kirely relates jy. or Ic begins after 
the following Manner, Hold not thy pri. cis, 
"Peace, O God of my Praiſe. For the Moxth, V. 1. 
"of the Wicked, and the Mouth of the De- De 
Page are open'd inſt me. 


Tb p propheſy ces, that 7 Fer 
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Crime he ſhou'd commit, 2-0 


l ho «1tFion, on a TY 0 
| id 
| that agother TY, ſupply his Place, 
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nd ſup oling c Savionr bg bel 
Mok d, 'vy, ET TOPS | 
kad been. pal le, AY 
wickedly. dip 05d. thag wo hap and his 
Aaiter's molt Ted and heay'n} [4 
raRions hado'. made: k; 16 lealt | 
ret, Impreſhon vpn bis hardgn rd 
ad,; how wou?d. this 10 th 

90d. on the Holy” Religion, which 
the Belt: Ht. igrrpduc'd ;ato.;t 


Norld?- 

""Whar: relates to 4 being app 
beptol by his Enemits, . has f. 
oh conliderd, and" I haye wa, 

i hc wade 2 in Surtand of 

\, 1020 'the Hangs of choſe Bl 
ity Wretches,. £0 Ter us 'a Bry 
l « bor, tothe” Will 
r..the fake Diſbeaſationsgh 
d figly Providence. ... 
of Ja ns I <olteſs, do's | 
3 be. very. childiſh, and 
"dic TL A' good. General , days. h 
b ho co S; A HKMmeraus, _ we ole 
riplig' 'd Army, was. "never knownyt0 be 
ef7 a9'd by his Solaters.; Nay, the: 
leader of 6 "Copipany of © Hig b-way-ien, 
tho? . the merit Rogne it Nature,'..and 
tho" bis Followers be- the moſt contenppbt 
be, PLA txrſed yl "Oy that ever was m 
$t 


"_ Vis hen — EY 


Marla ;, Ut neodeſt fear bring bernagid, 


was ” 


"the 


" Trace) they ,c yy, him, the. "fitre#t Þ 

&/ # the ecomplifh ment of. Soraty Broy 10 

en ens: But as, for 5s Pretended:Sa- 

bi "VIOur, he._was betray d. hy his' Own. Dil- | F Ys 
Ie ciples,,. at having 0. & eat an Tntereſt-bp \ | 

his erp, 45 .4,g00d G exer al, in, his -SÞlaiers, 


-Of.. the Rang-Leader; of 8 # Corpany of blagh 
way-Men in his vile p fn. 9 
.. fo the; contrary, many Indagers 
might: be .produg'd &I: Hetoyyy: af 
C Famous Generals., .and; Rizg: le 
he i of High-way-Men, begray? Pak 
FO | who. VIE Wadgh heir. Comer 
after they, receiy'd from, **mrall 
:the 6 nn of their A rpc 
delity,, . which they»; O01, "4 role 
deſire. 

But ſuppoſe ;; 'ryere Fon ia I ap- 

to, COMMON... Senke , - whether-; it 

cou'd by talto'd 09-,0yr . Bleſſed Se25- 
opr,.95 &juit Reptoughs thar hg;iwas 

upefull "berray? by pre, who was 
engag'd, by all the;; Sacred. Ties: of 
Dury,, and . Gratztu, "i te be-fevotcd 
-t0 | his. Service, ..who.. certainly 4, i&;he 
.hadn's + been poſſeſr' 4. by. the, \Dewil:, 
cou'd. .never. have. forg'd 1o, curſed: a 
Defign,. much Jcis, have ever,þr ughr 
it, [to fo. di oupyrable an; F OR 
Fign.C Wi | 


—. 


V3 Þ SERVD-B-$4- DAB > 0 
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. > wa © 

-. a 0 1 
ja 


Fs” of Sw 
ne. the Soul, and efteem'd 


'F* ae him, he Pla f f.1-—=2 
fophy' native imity, 
and'all his N No were falſe, the ==h 
Advinent ba pil did oppoſe him; or . 
Nr tk "oh inly in | the 
righe'\, at leaſt in «! 2 
- whether 4ri Maa hot 
was, didn*t diſcover 'too much 


Man and Ingratitude. 


bry alſo, it ſeveral Places in 
we prog the = 


2:7 


any Tears, mop morn Fog 
ther : Wheress Fades hadwt '\conti- 
a” three Years with our Bleſſed S«- 

» When he ſo ſhamefully betray'd 

| him. And 


” 


>” "5 


2 Re 0x 0 


Philoſophers, we ſhall meet with-re- 


| quent Inſtances, that, _in-forne Re- 


peQs, reſemble. the Horrid Treachery 
of Judas. 

We ſhall find, that the  Pythagoreans 
built Tombs, for ſuch Perſons as left 


, the Study of Philoſophy, and betook 
- themſelves to a. different, . and. lefs- 


uſeful Courſe of Life. 
_ © But IT ſuppoſe no Perſon, will be ſo 
weak, as to take Occaſion trom heace, 
to refle& on the DoQtrine of Pyjcha- 
oras, or the ſolid Arguments which 
is Followers us'd in its Defence.” 
” 'The Jew adds, that Having many 
Things to ſay,” with reſpect to our Savi- 
our, which are far from being fairly re- 
preſented by his Diſciples, he choſe to paſs 
em over 111 4 profound Silente- 
But I ask, what Traths are theſe, 
that are miſinterprered by the Evan» 
geliſts, and which he forbears to-men- 
tion ? Muſt not this paſs for a Rheto- 


Tical Flouriſh, to. make us believe, he 


was furniſh'd with, a great Stock of 
Arguments, againft our Bleſſed Savioar, 


when moſt, if nor. all, that. he cou'd/ 


poſſibly an 1 it -was true, and mate- 
rial, was ' borrow*d; from thoſe ve 


apels, which ſometimes he ſo muc 


Cyan 


TIT TO IO I PO at uy arp ARTIE Toe wigs CG 0d A 64a os aaa ch a NEIL AMET AAINEY 
DS <, , * 2 ' ®. : by - 
: ; : y (4 ain e, 
is * 
L : ao F - C q a+ AX; . 


"ES *h þ 443TEe LS \* $3. AF LT } 
Atd-if we Tread ' the Lives of the 


[9 


DN: 


$ 


ws Be os aA 5 x Re 

Thee oR Co FS 2 F f ' 
"2 = 4 

x: «3 TA, Y 


BY AP. XIV. 


HEN Celſus finds Fault noted 

.our Saviour's Diſciples, tor. lay- 

ing, F hat "he foreknew,: and foritgld all 
tbe rerarkable Things. that ever happerr 4 


to bim,_ 
| | But, we qdonht not inthe leaſty 'bnt 
; we can _eafily prove, by an Epyinc- 


ratiqn_ of TC BeC let Celſus- lay 
what he pleaſes to rhe ter that 
. our Saviour Oreol ſeveral 'Thipgs, 
that ſhou'd. befall- his Diſciples, ſome 
epnljheryBle Time Bree rhey...came 


yous. i peebany tar ſhow'd: Fes tl 


the Barons of a 5 
ET EXCEPT 


44. bes aint Cal. Wh. 


rigen againlt Celſus, 45 
except that which our Savioar intro. * 
duc'd ? So that there's no Ground;”for 
that' fooliſh Plea; which our Enemies 
make' Uſe of, that he ſaw, what bad 
Entercainment, talſe, and corrupt No- 
tions wow'd naturally meet with 4 the 
World ; and therefore, to raiſe his Re- 
putation, and promote his /Tntereſt, 

did only foretell thoſe Things, which 
any Child might have known wou'd 
betall him- #- 
But- if Perſons wou'd unavoidably 
be brought before Governors, 'and 
Kings, for holding - falſe, and wicked 
Notions,” one \'wou'd think that the 
Fpicureans , who disbelieve an over- 
ruling Povidence, -ſhowd be broughr 
before *em, as ſoon as any Perſons in 
the World, or the Peripateritks, who | 
think, that the Prayers, which are pur | 
up, 2nd the Sacritices, which are of- { 
: ter'd to the Gods, are wholly infigni-? 
ficant, and /itrle Arts unworthy- to d 
practic*d by thoſe, who pretend to the-/ 
Sence, and Learning of Philoſophers. 
But perhaps our Enemies may objeQ, 
That the Samaritanes are perſecuted 'or 
the-Account of their Religion.” 
To'this I- anſwer, that they are 
condemin'd to: ' dye, for circumciling 
themſelves, in dire Oppoſicion to 
the Law, which permits none bur 
Jews, to obſerve this celebrated, and 
Anctent 


os againft c elfus.. 
Ancient Rite. . And we don't find, 
that the Judge leaves: it: to. their 
Choice, wherher they will obſtinately 
and dye, or renounce their Re- 
be publickly acquitted; 


bir. if they pb found to be circum- 


Mat. x 
V.3z 33s 


cis'd, immediately they muft ſuffeg 
Y Y 


The Chriſtians are the only Perſons 
in the World, who, tho' they are perſe- 
cured, according to our Saviour's Predi- 
_ Te ſball be _ before Governors, 

ad Kings f ings for my ſake, are ecatreated, to 
the laſt Breath they draw, to renounce 
the ChriſftianRelig - My ſacrifice to Idols, 
and © to put chemities direQly into:a 
ſafe, and happy Condition, weigh reſpe& 
eo their outward Circumſtances. 

See- therefore, with what Authoricy 


our Bleſſed Saviour ſpoke the follow- 
f 
Z 


Words, Whoſoever ſhall confeſs me, 
Men, him an Tc confeſrs ra my 
er, which is in Heav'n, but whoſo- 
ever ſhall deny me before Men, him wil 
I alſo \demy, before my Father, which is in 
Heav's. 
Take Notice, that this was ſpoken 
b Amng a conſiderable Time before the 
g, that he ſpeaks of, was true ia 
Fa Ferhaps ſuch a Thoug ht as this, 
may be ready to darc into. your Miad 
that he builds Caſtles ia the Air, and 
what he propheſics don'r look at all, _ 


"Gi 6 ainſt Celfus.. 


if the. Eveat Ytyy be anſwerahle. 
- But if you can exerciſe a little Pati- 
ence, you'll ſay thus-to your ſelves, 


47 


if our. Bleſſed Saviozr did readily fore- - 


tell, that Governours, and Kings, wou'd. - 


uſe thei utmoſt Endeavours, to extir- 
pu v1 the Religion, he introduc'd into the 
or 


and __ Event has fully an- 


ſwer'd his Predidti certainly we have 
all imaginable Res ſon to a <_ that 
he Matt ſuch a Power from God, as 
was ncefarys. to make his Dodqrine 
obtain, ſo Univerſally as it did, and 
that he knew very well, that all the 
Difficulties, that lay in the Way to 
its Reception, ſhou'd be happily , 
and caſily ſurmounted, by the 
Miracles. And who,without a Tranſport 
of Holy Admiration, can ſet our Sa- 
_—_ before his E i ety. # foretel- 
g,That the Gon 5 8 
ory in all the World, -_- « Wit- 
s unto all Nations; and ſee 
__ in due Time fulgl'd, the Goſl- 
preach'd to the Greeks; and 
pl ting Prenet to the Learned, and Un- 
learned, and the whole habitable 
World 'being brought, as it were, un- 
der its honourable, and hap Ppy y Yoak? 
Belidgs let rhe Pretended Jew, who 


don't believe, _ that un. Saviour fore- 
told gs Things, when, we ſee, did 
afterwards befall him, 


I fay, let him 
Ys oe 


2 Mat.xxiv 


V, 4. 


\'P-co ider,. bo Yy 
filled" 7X "all 


en the City þ Fd the 


MA-rand by” the "Romans. 


_ Flies Friends; and conſtant Heaters 
d&& Mtisfy themielves, with teaching 
(- woes wed thoſe Things, which are 
che Marrer of the Go] Is, with- 

a rg belint **m'a Hoy, of 


l i efngrkable Tranfaftiots of 
= hy 4 5 ea Savipir. a. 


7s 6g Te has' the: following Words, 
bene ſhall fee Fertifalem: tompaſ”d with 
 Armmies;then know that the Deſolation there: 
of © nigh: "Now it the Tinie'wtiep theſe 
Things: were writ, ' there was no'Suf- 


larhity", char + threaten'd” the Kg 
| | Church; and State.** "Twas in the'Reten 
E of the Emperor. Nerv, that, the Romays 
Y matfe* their firſt Aftack, on this Qzce- 
gloions Ciry ,- and_it 'was' not 'takn,; 
"ri the Reign of the -Emperot. YV*/Þ«- 
Whoſe Son'Ticws Veſpaſian did Uc- 
ter deftroy *ip.;**= 
This ayas 2 "ſt, and heavy Jadg- 
ment of God tpon* ?em , far killing 
_ the 7://*, 5 TFijephs word” fain 
Mas is to 5 biere, WHEICAsS, 11 Fruth 
"Twas 


PornJout' Ceremonies *6f the Jewiſh Rel" 
E— were Johonly pe perform *d.On it, 
foretold,"thit"ir'fhowd be. invatled, 


"4 Ffuppoſe, no One Will take the TH: 
'xo' ſay, thit they who” were his 


picion of a'Siege, or any grievous C2-. . 


AS SN - Sat CO pI Gu, ” : . 
© "3 RES £5 543 
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n 
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was owing to the horrid Crime they 


committed, in embruing their curſed 


Hands in the bloody Death. of our Bleſ- 
fed Lord. Ss 
* Celfſas therefore, -might every Jot as 
| well have granted, that our Saviour 
knew. what Accidents wou'd_ befall 
him, and yet have talk'd with the 
higheſt Contempt of his Divine Pre- 


ſence, as grant, that he was capable 


of working ſuch' Miracles, as ' he 
wrought, and at the ſame Time” af- 
firm, that he was a Notoriow, and 
Vils Impoftor. And he might with 
lll his Learning have ſhown, that the 
Augurs and Auſpices foretold * Future 
Events,” by the Flying of Birds , 
and by the Intrails of Beaſts. _ Brit 
te 'was loth, it ſeems, to- make this 
Conceſſion, whereas he do's 'in ſome 
ſort acknowledge, that our. Saver 
wrought ' many Miracles , and, yer 
afferts, he did *erma by the Help ' of 
Magick. x! 
Phlegos was much more ingenuous, 
 who'io the 13th ,and 14th Book of 
lis Chronicon, acknowledges, that our | 
awour foretold Future Events, and 
lays, they exaQtly anſwer'd 'his Pre- 
dition, tho? .I obſerve, that he ſeems 
ſometimes to confound our Bleſſed | 
Lord" with the Apoſtle Peter. | 


5 And 


——_ _—— 


OO errno 
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Oo Origen againſt Cel/m 
And as it were, if. Spite of Preju- 
dice, .. he . draws. this natural Conclu: 


fon, © That fince the Founder. of £ 
« our., Holy \Religion, and many of | |; 
n 
Nn 


« his Followers were, able to foretell I : 
x muy future, and remarkable Events 0 
at. ſo great a Diſtance of Time, ( 
« which exactly anſwer'd their Pre- 
« ditions, we. muſt ſuppoſe , that I * 
$ ty were acted; by a more. tan ill © a} 
ordinary Power. | (: 
_ / 5 __ "Then Ce//us fays, That our Saviou's 
| | Diſciples "wot _ being, _ able to conceal thit | 7, 
Things , .\which were expos'd to Publut 
V jew, - thought that the beſt Game they $16 
had to play, was, to give out that thir BW ng 
Maſter. foreſaw, « long Tine before, dl i © 
the - Accidents that did afterwards befdl. Wl *(; 
| him. s AS, Fee 
But either he: didn't know, or at, i {, 
leaſt ſeems 'to be ignorant, chat our I {1 
Bleffed Saviour us'd the follow! vr 
wat. 2c. Words to his Diſciples, Al ye ſbal in. 
-V. 31-offemded becauſe of me this Ne t;, wiicy | ef 
we know happen accordingly, and IN : 
Ti. ©9:Peter, Before the Cock crow thou ſoutt  * 
V. 34. Aeny me thrice. © 6 
. Now if they hadn't been Men. of go 
undoubted Integrity, . but, had; de- I ©" 


ſign'd to impoſe 'on 6ur Creduliry by | 4; 
falle Natrations, they wou'd certain- } 


ly 


_ Origen againſt Celjrs. 
ty have diſcover?d ſo much of Werllly 
l Policy, as ro*have ſaid nothing at all 
0 of Peter's Denying his Bleffeq Lord, 
of whole Cauſe: he had /o reſolutely pto- 
tell 'mis'd to maintain, and never to have 
Nt "mention'd © the Offence which , evn 
is B fome of the Diſciples took,, at the 
vI0- "mean Condition in, which our Saviour 
hat *condeſcended', .and' rhoight, "fit to 
han F *7ppear,; and if theſe Thihgs;” which 
| ſen to repreſedt rhe Followers of 
-zour Bleſſed Lord-ro a great Difadvan- 
7 | tage, were aot related in the Goſpels, 
| how . cowd Ce//zs, or any other. Per- 
lik fon, have tak'n Occaſion from, thence 
they ' "to: calt a Reproacti on our. moſt Holy 
Religion ? . hg hi 
af .. Bur they. were not. unwilling, that 
ed. Tateft Poſteciry {ſhou'd  be' acquainted 
' With their Failings, deve. rey were 
a well afurd, that this wou'dwr in 
TN the leaſt hinder the happy Progretfs 
] of the Everlaſting Goſpel, or, give the 
Regder any juſt Occaſion, to be guilty 
UC of _the like Icregular Practices. * | 


ba | What Celſas. adds IS rid:ctfous to 

" | the laſt Degree, The Difcuples got this 
Jae Fbhſh'd, lays he, 70 ſecure tht Repur.i- 
q ion of their {laſt , and is," a5" if 10 
bo prove that 4 Man is juſt, I fhorPad in- 
vY ante in ſeveral Atts of Trjuitice that 
” | he bs done, or 10 prove that*he's free 
= S 2 from 


Z 


/G 


gen hs ao Celſus, 
hos i” T ſbou'd. They. that he has 
been guilty of Murder ; or, to prove tha | 
he's WE» ſbou FY : expoſe his dead 
| Body . View, and after all, put : 

/-; People p with this frivolous Preteree, 
that he foreſaw rlan-4--of fſhowd befl 

him,” 

But here / *tis | apparent, that he ” 
 grofly mil epics the -Inſtances, which ; 
fries produce. For there's 
no ct at ' in ſuppoſing that 
our Bleſſed Saviour.  ſhou'd propoſe t 

- himſelf to.us, asa Bright Example & | 


Moral Fs rtwe, and yet. teach us, P 
ſacrifice: our Lives; and all that's {Hex by 
to us," for the Sake. of the Religion oh 
we. embrace. ZP 


Conſider alſo, that the- Death which ri 
the ſuffer'd,.15 of Getieral, and Univer- n 
fat Advantage, as 1 think, I have vt: ly 
3 Hoerhly, prov'd already. And, tho' re 
3 .Celſus do's fondly imagine , that 'it th 


makes very, much for the 'Caule ſe 
which” he wſpou &S, that we dont 
_- ;: deny » $har-0u yiour ſuffer'd in tl 0 
"Ss moſt: , edrious ahd ſhameful Manner; | Q 


yet this: is for 'Waat of knowing che R 
SACRED MYSTERIES, that are can- : 
tain'd in. the Paſſion 6f our BLESSED P/ 
LORD, as St. Pa«l obſerves, and the 
- ſeveral Predictions, which are left upon } 

. Record by the Inſpired Prophets, con- 
-. cerning this difficult, and important 

71 Afar, Belides 


% 


#7 p 
«tt . 


"x -Þ 
Fee o, 


"M | At eif. | | m / A , 
' Origen againit Celſus. 53 


Belides he ſeems not to know, that 


has there was a Celebrated Heretick, who 
vt | Yeny'd that the Sufferings of our $4- 
ead viour were real. | 
put ors 

ce, This made him fay, You 4ow't pre- 
fol tend, thats his bitter Paſſion was only in 


Appearance, but, without mincing the 
he "Matter, you hold thas he ſuffer, in 4 
ich rice, ana proper Sence. 


hat For. our Parts, we think, *tis a No- 
ofe torious Hereſy, to maintain thar our 
of | Saviour's Sufferings were only in Ap» 
'to -pearance, fince we muſt then affirm, 
ear as the neceſſary Conſequence of the 
10n- © fore-mention*d falſe, and dangerous 
+ Poſition, that his ReſurreQion, as glo- 
ich rious as we ſuppoſe it to be, was a 
167 meer Deceptio Viſus. For he that real- 
fot- WM ly. dyes, if he rifes again, muſt be 
ho? really- ris'n, and on the contrary, he 
It that dy*d but in Appearance, can only 
uſe FF ſeemingly rife. | 

at Rur becauſs Infidels endeavour, to 


Be expoſe the NoArine of the Reſurre- 
wn - tion of our Saviour, to the laſt De- 
wy ree of Prophane Contempt, I ſhall 
on | Le 
rea take Occaſion ro mention here, what a 
oo *# Plato relates of Er, the Son of Arme- Cots 
ut ' 2izs, who at the End of twelve Days wealth | 
PM F 'rofe out of his Temb, and told. ſeve-* 9 
ot | 721 remarkable PET that to 

2 his 


his certain *Knowledbe had 'paſg'd in 
the World of Spirits... 

And”T- might mention the Story d 
which” Her acl): 1s rells,. of Woman, 
who continu'd a conliderable Time 
without any. Sign of. Lite , which. I 
think, do's evidently, and not a little, 
| ſerve .my preſent Purpaſe, ſince *tis 
, with Infidels Pm now engag'd. 

And many pregnant Inſtances might 
eaſily be produc'd 1 trom Hiſtory, of Per- 


ſons viho have appear'd the Day after 


their Deceale. 

Is ir then- any, Wonder at all, that 
one, who-in the whole Courle of luis 
Lite did fo many AQtions, .which no- 
thing ſhort of a Divine Power cou'd 


poſſibly enable him to pertorm, who 


wrought Miracles, -to atteſt the Truth 
of his Doctrine, "which were fo ſur- 
Prizingy, and fo open to the View of 
11s molt. implacable Adveffaries, that 
Celſzzs, himſelf has -not the Face to 
deny, thac they were- true in FaQ, 
tho? indeed he aſcribes %*em to the 
Power. of Infernal Demons, I fay, 1s 

it any Wonder art all, thar ſo Divine 
a Perſon 'as, our Saviour * was, ſhou'd 
have ſomething that. was remarkable 
i his Death, and that his Holy- Soul, 
having ' freely ;' and eva cheartully 
left his Body for: Time, ſhou'd re- 
rurn to it, as foon as ever: it had 
= Þ lrringh- 


Mkt ad; 


perforn'd the entire Duty of a D:1{- 


united Spirit. ? 
' Our Saviour has the following 
Words, No Max takes it from me, {peak- 


ing of his Life, but I lay it down .of RS 


my ſelf, I have Pover to lay it down , 
and I have Power to take it up again. 

And perhaps the Reaſon why his 
Holy Soul made Halte, to leave his 
Body, might ' be* this ," that his Tregs 
might not be broken, as thoſe of the 
Thieves Were, who were crucify'd by 
his Sides: 


Then came the Soldiers , and brakeTJohn 19. 


the Legs of the firſt, «ud of the, other , 
which was crucify'd with him, But when 


they came to Teſus, and ſaw that he was 


grad already, they broke not his Legs. 
So that TI have anſwer'd that. Ob- 


 jeftion of Celſue, how will you per- 


ſwade us, that he.cou'd foretell rheſe 
Things ? 

As for that other 5 How will you 
ever make us belteve, that a Dead 
Perſon is immortal? We ſay *twou'd 
ſeem no Wonder at all, if People 
wou'd but take us right, that he 
thar dy'd was not ſtrictly immortal, 
bur he that roſe from the Dead. 
Nay, we fay, that our Saviour was 
not immortal , with reſpeC&t -ro his 
Hamane Nature, before his Body was 
ſeparated from his Soul. For ac Per- 
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ſon who 15: tO dye, can properly be 
{aid- to be immortal , bur then. he's 


truly "immortal, when he's for ever 
loos'd from the Bands. of: Death. 


' Chriſt being 1ais'd from the dead, dies 
yo more; Death has no more Dominion 
over him; whatever ſome Perſons may 
affirm, who don't underſtand” the 
Meaning of theſe myſterious Words. 


Cn $2»: AV. 


HAT Celſws adds, is no lefs 
ill-grounded, than what goes 
before ; What God, ſays he, or Demon, 
nay, what Man of Common Sence, wil 
not tcke the moſt proper Methods tha 
he caw, to: avoid the Evils he foreſee 
will befall him, and eſpecially, when he 
knows he can eafily prevent *em, if he 
will ? | 
But Socrates was well-acquainted 
with the Nature of the Pouyſon, that 
was givin him}, and if he had but. 
follew*d the Advice of Crito, he had 
elcap'd out of Prifon, and ſecur'd his 
Perſon, from the great Inconvcaien- 
cies, to which he was expos'd, and 
| | yet 


Origen againſt Celſus. - 57 


be yet he choſe rather to dye, than to 
he's act in the leaſt ucbecoming the Cha- 
Ver ratter of ſo Celebrated a Phiſoſopher. 
So Leonidas, the : Lacedemonian Ge- 
dies neral knew very. well, that he, aad 
vion his Company ſhou'd dye at {hermo- 
nay Pie, yet preterring his Honour to his 
the frail, and mortal Lite, he ſaid, © Come, 


* let us dine like thoſe, who are to 
« eat their Supper with the Dead. 
They who will take the Pains, to 
—_ conſult Hiſtorians, may find abundance 
of ſuch Inſtances as theſe. What 
Wonder is it then, that our Bleſſed 
Saviour .didn't uſe all poſſible Endea- 
vours, to avoid rhoſe Evils, which he 
knew wou'd befall him, when a far 


lefs inferiour Perſon, I mean the Apoſtle 
I0eS Paul, foreſeeing what Things he ſhou'd 
mon, ſuffer at ora ſtes , encouater'd the 
wil gr:ateſt Dangers, and ſharply reprov*d 
the | the Cruel Kynaneſs of thoſe, who with 
eſets cars 1A their Eyes, endeavour'd to 
s be prevent him, from the happy Execu- 

f be tion of his great Deſigns. 

. Nay, many at this very Day, who 
ted arc not ignorant, to what dreadful Ca- 
that lamities the Profeſſion of Chriſty | 
but will expoſe *sm, and that if they 
had NI wou'd openly renounce it, they ſhou'd 
his be immediately diſcharg'd, and have 
IEN- their Goods reſtor'd; L ſay, many at 
and this very Dav, deſpiſe: Lite with all 


yet. its 


E 68 Origen againſt Celſus. 

b- its native, and gawdy Charms, and 
embrace Dezth ir ſelf, ev'\n approach- 

ing to *em, in the moſt frightful 
Shapes. | 


/ F What Cet/#s adds, is as ridiculous as 
what weat before, If, ſays he, Judas's 
Treaſon, and Peter's Denial of his Ma- 
fler were foretold by Chriſt ,, owe wou'd 
think, they ſhou'd for that Reaſon, have 
had an Aweful Senſe of His Divinity, 
and thereby have been effettually ſecur'd 
from offering ſuch baſe Aﬀronts, to their 
ſe Roghtfu! Sovereign , and moit 

L iheral Benefattor. 

But here Celſus, with all his Wiſ- 
dom, do's unawares moſt groſly con- 
tradict himſelf, becauſe if our Savioar 
was GOD as well as Man, then the 
Events of Things cou'dwt but exattly 


foreſaw concerning *em, and by con- 
| ſequence , the one muſt Unavoidebly 
x | betray, and the other by a fad, but 
Fatal Neceſſity deny him. If Matters 
cou'd have happen'd otherwiſe, if 
Tadas hadwt betray'd, nor Peter de- - 
ny'd him, being ſufficiently fore- 
warn'd of the Folly, and Danger of 
committing ſuch horrid Crimes, his 
Veracity might cafily have been call'd 
in Queſtion. For if our Saviour fore- 
ſaw, as we ſay he did, that —_ 

ſhou'd 


agree with what his Infinite Mind 


ſhou'd betray him, he alſo* forefaw 


* . that Corruption of his Nature, that 


- that inclin'd, him. to 'his Treachery , 
and if he foreſaw, that St Perey wou'd 
deny him, he alſo forefaw 'his*Infir- 
mity, that was the unhappy Cauſe”of 
his committing ſo"baſe a Crime, and 
this was contiftent enough with his 
permitting him,” to be furpriz'd into 
a groſs Act of $S.n. | 


And what do's Celſuis Jew propoſe, 
I wonder, when he ſays, They betray a, 
and . denyd him, throwing off all manner 


of Reſpet# to him, whom they own'd to 


e their Lord, and Maiter ? For 1 
have already ſhown, that Jedas him- 
ſelf, as vile a Wretch as he. was, re- 
rain'd fome reſpeRt . for. our - Bleſſed 
Saviour, eV'n in that horrid Inſtant, 
in which he inhumanely betray*d him. 
And the like may be ſaid of Sr. Perer, 
who, after he had ſhamefully deny'd 
him , went out, and wept buterly ; as 
St. Mathew acquaints us. 


What the Jew adds is very ridicu- 
lJous, and childiſh, If « Perſon, ſays 
he, 4's once diſcover the Snares, that 
are lajd for him, and detet. his Ad- 
werſaries, they commonly We from their 
maliciogs Purpoſe, For the contrary is 
moſt evidear, from the Expetience of 
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all-Ages of the World. Then' as if 
he were drawing to a Conclution, he 
lays,. We muſfint imagifte, that theſe 
Things came ere the more 10 paſs, be- 
cauſe he foretold "em, but. rather infer 
from what 1 have ſaid, that he never did 
foretell 'em. For "tis abſurd to ſuppoſe, 
that either Judas wow'd ever heve be. 
trad, or Peter have denyd him, had 
they beew forewarn'a, and appriz'd 
of his Preaidtion. 

" But fince I have already overthrown * 
the Principles, on which his Diſcourſe 
is founded, the Conclufion which he 
draws, ViLs We muſtu't mmagine, that 
theſe Things came 10 paſs, becauſe he fore- 
fold *exs, muft fall to the Ground of 


rſe. 

We fay the Events happen'd , as 
Things in their own Nature poſſible, 
and fince they came to paſs, we ſee 
the Predictions verify'd. For . the 
Truth or ' Falthood of Prophecies is 
beſt known by the Event. Therefore 
what he ſays, viz. That they didn't 
come ere the more to paſs, becauſe he 
foretold *em, but we muit rather infer 
from what I have ſaid, that he did ne 
wer foretell 'em. For *tis abſurd to {#t- 
poſe, that either Judas wou'd ever have 
betray'd, or Peter have deny's him, had 
they been forewarn'd, and appriz'd of 
bis Prediftion. This I fay, is moſt ap- 

| | pareatly 


parently falſe, and his Inferences are 
not juſt: 


Then the ſays, that If oxr Saviour 
45 GOD, ana really foretold theſe Things, 
4 Tou are apt to imagine, they 'mutt ne- 
ceſſarily* come to paſs, ſo that « God' is 


 ſappos'd to force hu Diſciples to be'wicked, 


with whim he ſeemingly expreſs ad ſo'endear- 
ing 4 Familiarity, when on the contrary, 
he of «ll Perſons ſhon'd hawe heen-hiphty 
ſerviceable to all Maitkind, and eſpecially 


' to his intimate Acquaintaence, and. might 


have "had ſo mach Policy, one" wowd 


think, - 25 to affett thoſe Perjons,) who «- 


pow?” his Cauſe. © Beſides is it ufual, for 


Men ta betray their Friends ,' to whoſe 
Table they are welcome, and where "they 
are civilly, and | 655g. very pleytifully en- 
tertaind'? Yet here no lis a Perſon than 
4 GOD. # ſuppos'd to be betray a. Nay, 
« GOD {( which greatly aggravates the 


| Matter ) « ſuppos'd moſt groſly to intrench 


01 the ſacred. Laws of Civility, and com- 
mon Friendſhip, and by his Divine Pre- 
diction, to make his Diſciples themſelves 
turn Traitors, and Cowards. 

IT ſhall ' return an Anſwer to this 
long InveRive, rather in Compliance 
with the ſtrict Injunctions, that are laid 
upon me, than for the ſake of any 
Force, that I diſcern in the Obje- 


Ction. | 
Celſus 
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_ Origen againlt Celfs. 

Celſus entertains a fond -Conceit , 
that whatever is foretold by a GQD, 
do's .therefore come to paſs, becauſe 
it. was. foretold by : him: Say (6s 

. But here I —_ beg Leave to differ 
from him, and am; I confels, of the 
Opinion, that he; who foretells. Future 
Events, isn't  propetly the Cauſe df 


| their Coming to pa, at the predied 


Time, | but that -on the contrary, he 
foreſees, that Things will happen fo 
or ſo, whether ever they be foretold 
lor nat. And T don't think that his 
Przſcience, ev'n_ upon the Suppolition 


_ that he's GOD, do's in the leaft in- 


terfere with the Poſlbility of Future 
Eventsito happen, or not to happen, 
according to the natural, and regular 
Courſe of Things, as if barely oa thar 
Account, they .muſt-infallibly anſwer 
his Prediftion. .+ 
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* Canae.... XVI? 


HERE I might produce [Abun- 
dance of pregnant. Inſtances , 
trom the Sacred Scriptures, and from 
the Hiſtories of the Greeks themſelves, 
to ſhew, that Future Events are not 
owing to Prediftions, but fall out al- 
ways in ſuch a Way, as perfectly a- 
grees with the Liberty of the Humane 
Will. And either my Notion of this» 
Matter is juſt, or what the Greek 

call 4gy@& aiy©&, will be no Sophiſi 2; 
all, . tho? the contrary be very appa- 


rent, to any Learned, and Judicious 


Perſon. 

To render this Matter as intelligi- 
ble as may be, I ſhall inſtance in the 
Prophecies concerning Jedas, which 
the Sacred Scriptures do 'furniſh us 
with, and ſhall produce one temar- 
Kable Inſtance of the Truth of my 
Aﬀertion, from the Hiſtory of the 
Greeks, viz. The Anſwer of the Hea- 
thea Oracle to Laize. 


By 


ES POL FE a AM goa » Ml 


IT 


$a F A £a ey We p de.” A 
i Eh hs NW Po 4 Sn - TRY & en SS Sa BY Lata RE ERC i gg ee s (5 AR: dads ons” LY Ss 82 che Eehe - 
4s Vs IE «34s IX uk IB IENL , : . $3065 Af "ld ds oben ha he. 4 F 5, 
: K 4 . : bg : 3 
& P 7 Y FN A » ; _—_ 
F 92 of HH 
at a 5 
C>E 5. O.--. 4 5 > : 
> 4 
ph , "I 3 of = £ & \ 
: £ nd 4 " Haike & 5 un 4, Wy , 


By the Way, I ſhall here: take it 


. for granted, that the Oracle'was true, 


ſince I think, I may | make the Sup- 
poſition, without doing' the leaſt Pre- 
judice to the Subjet, which I have 


- now in Hand, The Author of 'the 


Hundred *and'ninth Pſalm; ſpeaking in 
the Perſon. of our Blefſed Saviour, 
has. the following . Words,  concerg- 


thy Peace, O God of my. Praiſe, for the 
Mouth of the Witked, .and the Mouth 
of the Deceitful are open'd againſt me. 
And .if you | take, diligent Notice , 
you'l. fiad, that throughout the Pſalm, 
the PrediAtion muſt be underitood, in 
a Sence conhiiten: with the Crime of 


Pial 1. ing that Traitor fr. , Hold mt 


the Trajtor , and his - deferving all 


thoſe heavy Curſes, 'that are there 
mention'd. by the Pſalmitt. 


ibid. 16." "Let "em fall upon him, ſays he, by 


a Spirit of Prophecy, becauſe he ' re- 
member d not to ſhew Mercy, but perſe- 
euted the poor and needy May, that he 
might ev'n {© the broken in Heart. 
"Tis plain, he might, if he wou'd, 
have remember'd to ſhew Mercy, and 
was not forc'd, to perſecute rhe poor, 
and needy. Man, tho” he gubap oy'd 
that, Power, which God Originally 
gave him, and actually betray'd his 


. 


| Maſter, and fo render'd himſelf moſt 


juſtly obnoxious ro thoſe dreadful 
| . Curſes, 
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Curſes, which are meacion'd in that. 


| famous Prophecy. 


And as for the Anſwer, that the 


i Oracle return?d to Laius, which T 


|» mentioa in Favour of the Greeks, *tis 
-—Telated by one of their Ancient Tr.- 
| -gadians to this Effect. 


Seek not vain Man in Spite of Deſtiny, 

| The blefſed Fruit of Marriaze to enjuy, 
Too ſoon alas ! thou'lt find it prove thyBane, 
For he who to tby native Heat his Life will 
( owe, 
With Death it (elf ſhall ill-requitethy Patns, 
And dreadful Miſchiefs vn thy Howſhold 
( ering. 


Here *tis plain, that Leiws was un- 
| der no Neceſlity of begetting an an- 
' happy Son , but if due Care were 
"wanting , a 'Tragical Scene wou'd 
preſent it ſelf, and Oedipze, and Focaſts, 
and their two Sons, wou'd ſuffer all 
| thoſe grievous Calamities, which as 
the Hiſtory acquaints- us, . did afte:- 
wards befall *em. 

' The ſame: Sophiſm is frequently 
made Uſe of as an Argument againit 
taking Phyſick, tor the Recovery of 
_ our Bodily Health, and Strength ; It 
God has decreed, fays one, that I ſhall 
be effeCtually curd of my Diſtemper, 
.1 ſhall certainly recover - my former 
I:47e 
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| | in the Caſe of 
Laiws, is very Comical, and runs af. 
ter the following Manner, If the IB 
Fates have decreed, that I ſhall have g 
a' Son.,, I ſhall certainly have him, | 


whether T am ever concern'd with i 8 
any Woman or no ; and if they have B 
decreed , - that I ſhall never have a hs. 


Son, .I ſhall never have one, whe- i 
ther I live. in the Uſe of Means or. 8 7? 
no ;*and 'therefore whether they have # 
decreed, that I ſhall have 'a Son, or 
have dereimin'd che contrary, no car. 
nal Copulation will ever ' have the | © 
defired Effect. ; 
Bur as tis highly abſurd to refuſe I "in 
Phylick, which 1s the uſual, and pro- 7 
per Method, for the Recovery of our He 
Bodily Health : So *cis no leſs ab-, | 
{urd, to abſtain from Carnal Copu- 
lation, if a Perſon be deſirous of a 8 faf 
Child, fince *tis the ordinary, and pro- - 
per Method of Humane Generation. 


Theſe 


—_ 
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Theſe Thiogs Imention,” bectoſe the 

F profound. Cel/azs., has the ' following 

| Words, If Chrift was God, ani did really 

| forete/! theſe Things you talk 'of,” they 

1 maſt infallibly come fo paſs, 'at the preditt- 

Y. = ed Time. For I deny, that they muſt 

-- Neceſſarily come to paſs, ſince *twas 

- poſſible for *em to have had a quite |, 

of contrary Event. But if he only means, | * 


f. | that Divine Przſcience do's, ja ſome 
LM ſence, neceſſitate the Evenr, I readily” 
ny grant it, and this I think, I may vigo- 


roully maintain, and at the fame Time 


Ca | 8#fſerc, that *rwas very poſſible, that 
= 'Mattersmight have happen'd otherwiſe, 
, | But I think, he's far from proving what | 
6 — he boldly afferted, viz. That on rhe Swp- | 
© | poſerion of the Divine Praſcience of our | 
=P | Savionr, "roi Naturally follow, that he 
= oo made his Diſciples turn Trattors, and 
Cormards, and fo was juitly chargeable with 


"TH | thety aogravated Guilt. 

- *Tis true, that fince the Heart of 
i. Judas was, as it were, Open, ard Trant- 

' parent to. his All-piercing Eyes, our 
ir Biefſed Lord was fully appriz'd of the 
». Bf Helliſh Deſign, which he had formyd, 

' BF and plainly perceiv'd, that the Reſpect 


: which he had for his Maſter, was not 
2 ſufficient, to ſecure hin, from the Fa- 
tal impreſſion of a covetous Ditpott- 


tion. "This made him lay thole Words, 
'With an Eye to Judas, he thas aippert 
E '* 2 his 
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e againſt. Cetſue. | 
his Hands | with me is the Diſs, the- ſame 

: ſpall betray me. 5 

7 FF Take Notice farther of the Abſuy- 
SL -  dity, and Falſhood, of whet. Ces 
fays, *I4s wnuſual,” lays he, for Pa-. 
5 fons.. to betray their. Friends, tio whale 
Tahle they. are welcome, yer here even © 

« God is ſuppos'd to be beirayd, 

On the contrary, tis too . well - 
known, that Perſons, who have been | r 
. engag'd,' 'by the moſt Sacred, and { 
endearing Tyes, bave often and moſt F {- 
ſhamefully betray'd their intimate IF ' 
Friends,” and liberal BenefaQtors.  W +» 
The Hiſtories both of the Greet, | « 

and Berberiens do furniſh us with |. 
buadant Inſtances of the fore-men- x 
tion'd PraQtice. | £7 
This is what the famous Poet, who 8 + 

dwelt at Paros, and is ſo much ad- 
mir'd forhis Iambick verſes, reproaches : 
Ly:embe with. For ſpeaking of his ins 
rrenching on the Laws of civil cot 
verſation, he ſays, 2:7® 
Archi- Thos haſt diſſolu'd the Sacred Bend of | - 
—_ Friendſhip, and art Notoriouſly guilty of 1; 
4he baſeſt Treachery. | 
Bur for the fuller Confirmation of F 4. 
my Argument, I ſhall refer the Reader | 
to them, who have apply'd their I 
Minds, to the Study of Hiſtory, both | þ 
Szcre:, and Prophans, Jo 
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Then Celſ#s, as if he had” undeni- 
_ able Arguments, for , what 'he offers, 


has the tollowing Words, Nays GOD 


' { which highly aggravates the Matter ) 
bs ſuppos'd, to intrench «jo» the. Rates 
- 'of Civility, and* common Fr 
| to\ make his ' Diſciples turn | Trattour , 
"and Cowmards, IE 


iend{htp;” and 


- Bur this is more than: he cag.ever 


\ prove, unleſs we muſt allow the Con- 
" ſequence, which he draws, to be Na- 


. 


8 iucal, and juſt, which I am ſure is 
' "fo very weak, that any Child almoſt 
| you'd. fee thro? it, and'be ready ro 
| expoſe it. a 9, 


—__—_— 


Car ae; XVIL 


HE N ſays Celſus, If your Savi- 


; our ſufſer'd freely, in Obeatence to 


 ” Heavenly Father, "tis plain, that 
| ſmce you ſay that he was GOD, «nd that 
| bu Sufferings were entirely voluntary, you 


muſt echnowledge , *twas impoſſible , that 


' In the midft of his ſappos'd Aganies, he 
 ſhow'd have had ſo quick « Senſe of Pain. | 


, T 3 But 


42 


28 


1 ou8 5 nes 
© 


* Origen kt c Wn 


his: Words” imply a plain, and very 


groſs Contradicton.”. For he will.oart 


deny, that our Saviour ſuffer'd freely, 
in. ce to his Father, and. then - 
certainl he - muſt feel ſome. .Pain;, 
which 1s inſeparable from the . Notion 


that we have of Suffering ; ſince 'tis 


ery; ungrateful ro Fleſh and- Blood, 
at can't but know , and. is. not 
.reconciPd, ev'n to the calm 
Diddvres of impartial Reaſon. And 
if he. thinks thac .all. Sence of Pain 
1s immediately , excluded, where there 
is a partial, or ev'n an entire. Cany 
ſent of the Humane Will, why do's 


he acknowledge. that our Saviour &_ 


ver fufferd? In Truth he hadn't res 
ſembPd us in all Things, Sin onh 
excepted, had he aſſun'd the Hu- 
mane Nature, withour- thoſe many 
Infirmities, and Mileries, which are 
its common, and almoſt inſeparable 
| Attendants. 

So that after his Yolanrary Incar- 
pation , he was under ſome Sort of 
Neceſſity to ſuffer, ang in ſome Re- 
ſpects, the Calamities 'to which he 
was expogd, were occaſion'd by the 
Malice, and unwearied Endeqvours 
of fs cruel, Enemies, 


Aud 


e, tho' he don'r perceive it; 
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rn |  Ande indeed, as I have, abeady 
ot | © fhown, if he hadn't giv'n his Con- 
ly, | ſeat, it had been impoſſible, rhat 
>  # One who was GOD as well as Man 
N = :ſhou'd ſuffer, but he willingly, and 


evn. chearfully embrac'd . the moſt 
KF paiaful, and ſhameful Death, from 


of 
xd, | 2. deep, , and . molt affecting Senſe 
os FF Of che. vaſt Adyantage, that .wou'd 
Im 8 Tedound. from. it,' to a degenerate 
in HE 4: 

mw NF Then Ce granting what he 
n | wou'd ſeem to deny, has. the tollow- 


os i ing Words, Pray why do's - he make 

- ſach horrid Complaints, and ſo earneitly 
© | - defpre, that hu Sufferings m1) be pre- 
” "= wented? For he {[ays, Father, if it be 
y. # poſible, ler this Cup paſs from me. 


9 But here Celſws do's plainly, and 
ngt a little diſcover his 1mpotenc 
Malice, againſt the Bleſſed Founder 
| of 'our moſt Holy Religion. For | 
of | inſtead of admiring the remarkadle » 

Integrity , which appears in 'the 
Writiags of the Evangeliſts, ( who 
he = Might, if they had pleagd, have 0- 
mitted this Paſſage, which he thinks 
do's' make ſo much for the Intereſt 
he eſpouſes, but were induc'd 
id þy ſeveral very urgent Motives, to 
relate it ) I ſay inſtead of admiring rhe 
7" TI & bh Seace 
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the remarkable Integrity, which ap. 
pears in<the Writings” of the Evay- 


Fi ts 4 


geliſts\,: he takes their, Words in a 
'Sence, in which' they never under- 
"ſtood *em,'and adds ſome - Things, 
'thar are owing to his own Inyentiqn, 
and takes. no Notice of what im- 
mediately follows, from whence he 
"might have learn'd, how. ſubmiſſive 
our Saviour was, to the Alk-difpo 
fing Will of his ETERNAL Ta. 
THER. Newertheleſs, ſays he, not & 
1 will, but as thou wilt. And Celſm 
ſeems to have never read thoſe 0- 
ther Words, (. which, plainly ſhew, 
how ſubmiſfhve a Temper our Bleſſed 
Lord. difcover'd , under all the prie- 
vous Calamitics, which his Father 
was pleas d' to bring upon him, )) I 
mean thoſe "Words of Sr. Mathew, 

| Mat. 46,, Nevertheleſs if this Cup cannot paſs. 

V- 42: from me , not my Will, bat thine be 
aone. 


Here Celſus afts the Part of thoſe, 
who horribly pervert. the Scriptures, 
and are rot aſham'd, to do it in the 
moſt open Manner, ; 


Our Adverſaries ſrequently take 

Notice of thoſe Words, I kif, and 

mon he reproach us with *em, bat they will- | 
. *: fully overlook the following Words, 
I make alrve, which Paſſage of Scrip- 
Ine: Ted £Þ. nude HS Hf Gees <3 obba 
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ture- plainly intimates | to us, that 
tho” God do's deſtroy all chem, who 


7 3 live 1a a Courſe of Rebellion againlt 


him, 'and are horrid' Plagues to their 
Native Country ; yet at lengrh” he 
will make *em Partakers of a Spiritu- 
al, and Glorious Life, ſuch a one as 
will make %em trample upon” this 
lower, and periſhing- World, with the 
greatelt Diſdain imaginable. 

They take Notice of thoſe Words, 
I will, jnite him, but the following 19. 57, 
Words, 1 will heal him, 'are wholly V- 97- 
diſregarded. 

Here: God is repreſented to us, as 
ating the Pare, of a moſt Skilful 
Phy ſician,, who makes; grievous, and 
often deep Incilions, into. the Fleſh 
of his. Patients, not-with. a Deſiga 
to do 5t. any: Prejudice, or pur ern 
to any needleſs. Pain, but to remove 
the Cauſe- of their - Bodily Indifſpoſitt- 
on, and that whici keeps them in a 
low, and languſhung Condition: 

They take Notice of thoſe Wards, 
He makes fore, but thoſe Words,” «2d 
binds «up, are not . mention'd by *em. 

So. Ce:ſus dwells .on thole Words 


of our Saviour, Ferher, If it be poſſivie, 


let this Cup paſs from me ; But don't 
mention the leaſt * Syllable of the 
following Words, which plainly dif-- 
cover. the entire Reſignation of our |. 
HEY her Bleſied 
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74 Origen againſt Celſws. } 
Blefled Lord to his -Father*s, Com- 
manding, and all-diſpoſing Will. 

Here a large Field of Diſcourſe 
preſents it ſelf, which wou'd be of 
conſiderable Service, to thoſe, whom 
St. Paxt calls perfect, We 'preach Wiſ- 
dom, ſays he, to them that are per- 
feet. 

But this I ſhall referve to a more_ 
convenient Seaſon, and a more pro- 
per Place , and only [perhaps juſt 
touch upon itz: as. I paſs along. 


I have already, and I think more 


than once obſerv?d, that | ſometimes 
our Saviour's Expreffions ' muſt be 
underſtood of the Perfon of the 
aiy@&, the firſt | born of the Creati- 
on, as for Inftance, when he ſays, 
1 am the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life, and ſometimes muſt be re- 
ftrain*d to his Humane Nature, as 
when he ſays, Te ſeek to kill me, « 
Man that has told you the Trath, whith 
I have heard of God. 


So in the Caſe which is now be- 
fore us, we muſt underſtand him 
ſpeaking as a. Man, diſcovering at 
once the Weakneſs of the Fleſh, 
and, the Willingneſs of the Spirit, 
the former in thoſe Words, Father if 
it be poſſible, let this Cup paſs from me, 
and the latter in thole Words, Ne- 

= ds © On ver- 
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” Origen againſt Celſus. 76 


wertheleſs not my Will but thine be done. 


And *tis obſervable, that he begins 
with thoſe Words, which are a plain 


Indieation of the Weakneſs of the 
Fleſh, and concludes with thoſe, 
which diſcover the Willingneſs of 


the Spirit, and the latter are ofcneſt 


repeared by him. | 
Beſides, *tis worthy of 'our Notice, 

that he. don't abjolately pray, Les this 

Cup paſs from me, but expreiſes a moſt 
rofound Submiſhion to his Father's 


Will, ia rhe - following Words, If it 


be poſſible, 

I am not inſenſible, I confeſs, that 
ſome taterpret thoſe Words after 
the following Manner, that our Sa- 
viour foreſeeing what Calamities 
wou'd befal the City of Jera/s/em, 
and not only 'ſo but the whole Na- 
tion of the Jews, on the Account of 
that unjuſt and barbarous Treatment 
he ſhou'd meet with at their Hands, 
had ſuch a tender Compaſſion , for 
this finful, and miſerable People, that 
he'deſird to be excus'd from Suffer- 
ing, thac he might prevent *em, from 
being forſak'n of God, and expos'd 
to thoſe threatning Calamities, which 
he had in View. 

« And. then ?tis as if he had ſaid, 
* fince the Jews, upon my Suffering , 
& will be fadly left by that God, who 
| | ance 
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£ once took *em into his ſpecial Pro- 
« rection, and put *em under fo ha 

« a Government, as that of a T beoerasy, 
.« T deſire, if it. be poſſible , that this 
« Cup way eſcape me. ?* Beſides if our 
Saviour's: 'Sufferings put him to''no 
Pain, at-all, as Celjas; wou'd fain have 
us 'to believe, it was impoſſible: they 
ſhou'd, upon our 'own Hypotheſis; 1 
ſhouwd be. glad to. know, how: he 
cou'd' ſet his Followers a bright Ex- 
ample, of Patience/-under the moſt 
grievous Sufferings, for the Sake'of 
cheir moſt Holy Religion, 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


ff hip .Celſus's Jew accuſes our 
Saviour's Diſciples of Impoſture, 
Tow impoſe: on «s., ſays he, with s 
-ompany of Old Wives Fables, and 
haw't the Sence, to give "em the leaſt 


Colour of Reaſon, to recommend "em to 


the World. 


To this I anſwer, the Evangeliſts 
cou'd eaſily have omitted theſe Things, 
if they had pleas'd, and then there had 


cen 
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been ao Room for this horrid Slander. 
For how cow'd our Enemies, 'unleſs 
they - wou'd invent Fiftions,, out of 
their own fruitful Brain, reproach us, 
with ſuch, and ſach Expreſſions of 
our\ Saviour, during his moſt bitter 
Paſſion, if the Evangeliſts had ſuffer'd 
*em, as it were, to ſleep in an eter- 
nal Silence ? : | 
And Celſ/w wasn't ſenſible, that 
*rwas morally impoſſible for *em, to 
allow *emſelves to be ramely deluded, 


in the Aﬀair of the Hiſtory .of our 


Bleſſed Saviour, ſo as to be prevaiÞd 
with, to look upon him to be'no 
leſs than a God, and the very Per- 
ſon that was ſo frequently, and ſo 
expreſſy Foretold by the YJewifp 
Prophets , and at the ſame Time 
be convinc'd in their Conſciences, 
that all that they writ concerning 
him ( at leaſt what ſeem'd to favour 


| him,) was made up of Fictions, that 


were, entirely - owing to their fruit- 
ful, but unhappy Iavention. 

But *tis plain, that either they were 
Mea of Integrity, and publiſh'd no- 
thing, but what they firmly believ'd 
was true, or elſe their Goſpels are filld 
with trifling Fictions of their own, and 
by Conſequence, they cowdn'rt poſſi- 
bly be pertwaded in their Minds, that 
our Saviour was a GOD. 
| | Then 


Kory 46a 
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Then Celſius Jew afferts, That ev'n 
ſome of the: Chriſtians , ( like Men that 
are intoxicated by the: Funes of Wine, 
and don't” mind at all what they ſay, 
or da) have alter d the Original Text 
of the. Goſpels, fo that they may' ad- 
mit of wariow, and almoſt infinite 
Readings. And thi, T ſuppoſe, they did 
out of Humane Policy , that when we 
preſs *em home with an Argument, they 
wight' have the larger Scope, for their 
Putiful Evaſions. 

® 


But for my Part, I confeſs, I know 
no Changes, that the Original Text 
of- the Goſpels has ever undergone, 
unleſs by Means of the Followers: of 
Marcion, V alentinus and Lucian. Be- 
ſides *risn*t fair at all, to' charge ſuch 
a Thing as this upon the Chriſtian 
Religion, as a Crime,/ and unworthy 
of its--pretended Purity, bur thote 
Perſons who were concern'd in the 
FaR, ought by all rhe Laws of Ju- 
ſtice ro anſwer for ir. 

And as *tis no ſolid, tho? a plau- 
ſible, and popular Argument, againſt 
the Heathen Philaſophy, that Sophizts, 
Epicareans, and Peripateticks have usd 
their utmoſt Endeavours, to delude 
the World, with their falſe, and dan- 
gerous Opinions ; $0 *'tis no convin- 
cing 
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cing Argument againſt the Truth of 
the Chriſtian Religion, that ſome | Per- 
ſons haye had the horrid Impudence 
to corrupt the Goſpels themſelves , 
*and fo have giv'n an; unbappy. Riſe 
to numerous} and moſt impious He- 
relies. 
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Caar, XIX. 


THEN Celſus?s Jew finds Fault 
with the Chriſtians again, for 
milapplying, as he fondly imagines , 
the Scripture-Prophecies ro our Blet- 
ſed Saviour. But I think, I heve ſpoke 
ſufficiently to this Point already. 
Beſides, if the Conviction of his 
Reader was the End which he pro- 
pos'd to himſelf, he ought to have. ® 
py. us a Key, for the right under- 
itanding of the Jewiſh Prophecies, and 
might have offer'd, once wou'd think, 
ſome ſolid Reaſons, why they can 
by no Means be fairly acccmmeodated 
to our Savicur, and really he needn't 
- have been fo ſparing of his Time, and 
Strength, in examining a Matter of 
ſuch vaſt Importance, ar.d eſpecially, 
ſince 
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fince he confidently affirms, that there 
are Abundance: of Perſons, to whom 
the 'Prophecies might more fitly be 
5 


But Celſws, it ſeems, isn't ſenſible at * 


all, that rho* ſuch extravagant Diſ- 
courſe as this might become one, 'who 
is an utter Stranger to the Prophetick 
Oracles ; yet *ws very improper, to 
come: from the Mouth of any rational, 
and ſober Few; 

Indeed, a.Perfon of the fore-men- 
tion'd CharaQer, will do what lyes 
10. his Power, to evade the Interpre- 
tations of Scripture, which we Chri- 
ftians give', but he'll never grant 
what Celſus fays, viz. That there are 
Abundance of Perſons, to whom» the Pro- 
phecies may more fitly be apply'd, than 
to our Bleſſed Saviour. | 

I have already obſerv'd, that the 


Prophets ſpeak of a'twofold Coming 


of the Meſſiah, fo that *tis needlets 


for me, to anſwer the prerended Jew, - 


when he ſays, The Prophets repreſent 
the Merub, as « wig Abs 


ohty Prince , and 
Soveraign,of the Univerſe, | . 


Cna?r. 
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#1 Paizgs 13Ro 07. ei 218 28th ot. 7 
i HAT po ares our neauey 
W: deſtons rbroee' fo grewtrh Blatie 
| #pm the a cock $4 Chrifhen LE 
Z no do's ſtrongly favour: df. !tlresM4a4 
, fo of an inveterate Jew, who 1upplies 
|  kis+Want of Reaſon, by a vaſt Stock 
- of Ictapudence; rhart; he has always:by 
+ bim.o+ Bur I: defy. Ce//ahuandoall rhe 
Men: in-the World; to prove,. thas a 
- Doctrine, introduc*d: by one, who rec 
| ehig'd? fo. many: Perſons. troma«the 
| kfolb-ſcandalous- Vices, and ef: icetually 
engag'd * em, to.enter upon a.wreuous 
Courte of Life, did deterve fo. torns 

 fula ,Fitle!, cas. that which» the! Jew 
betioues upon our Hy lagion, "2 6 

Nt | « 4.4 þ 
I:Cetfu adds: with equal nad ygreein. ; 
Cy, Wo: one, ſays: he,jvat 4: b[knlbiley, | 
| wow?d take your':Sawonr tori Goa, on 
 Ye:r1S0n of God, i no infteat of carey- 
ing. the awetul Stamp of in: ' mityg> bots 
affiirbs Marks: of Infamy ,atttouD tg ue, 
Wl leſpecially; wtoceo this DaF7y ine'1 - en 
Mg i0Q V tirely 


tirely bailt on ſome fared, and eva rid. 
culous Interpretations of Scripture. 


. But he ought to produce ſome In- 

ſtances of theſe forc'd Interpretations, 
\ - which he talks of, and theſe Marks 
of Infamy {as he thinks ) which do fo 
much diſguſt him, and let us ſee, what 


ic is, that he has to offer againſt us, 


chat- ſo the Chriſtians might ret 
lim -a fatisfaQtory, or at-leaft a 1 
ficient Anſwer, if they thought the 
Matter:did require it. 


He fays, That «4 the Suv, .enlight- 
ning every Thing by its pierctng Rog, 
ao's immediately” diſcover--it ſelf ro wm, 
by the glorious Light, which tranſmits, 
over the whole Sphere by turns : S0yoart 
pretended Saviour, had. he beex God, 
the Sow of God, woru'd baeve Teſembl'd 
that gloriow Luminary. 


"This we ſay, believe, know, and 
can prove, he did. For when he came 
into the World, or which is the ſame 
Thing, when the Sun of Righeouſ- 
neſs did but begin to ſhine, and its 
dazling Rays were iatercepred, by a 
dark, and ſullen Cloud, Juſtice feem'd 
to regaii its native Seat, the Neigh- 
ing ot- Horſes, the Clangor of Trum- 
pets, the Claſhing of Arms, and ths 

| piercing 
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To oripragaint Og. 8; 


the picrcing Groans of | Sick', and 
Wounded Ferions were: heard 'no 
/ more; bur a wonderfui, and happ 
Calm ſucceeded the late diſmal Con- 
;Fuſions. The All-wiſe .G O'D' to or- 
- -der'd Matters, that he prepar'd the 
.Way, for the Succeſs of 'ttie Goſpel, 
_ *by ſubje&ing entire Nartious! to. the 
Roman Empire, thar ſo our Sa viour's 
| Apoſtles mighe not be hinder'd , as 
atherwiſe they 'might have hee:, in 
-abſerviag the Orders, -which their 
Bleffed ' Lord had giv*a *em, to teach 
all Nations. For how wou'd rh's 
bt» have been pratticable, (TI wow fay 


\s., eaſy to be done) if People of difte- 
w, KK reat Countries had liv*d under Princes 
itr, BU of theit own, had wanted a murual, 
our and tair Correſpondence, 2nd had not 
or lived under the Juriſdition of rhe 


Nd Roman Emperors. 
*Tis very well known, that our 
| Saviour. was born, in the Reign of 
ind the Emperor Avuguſtus, who brought 
mc the greateſt Part of the. World under 
me "the Roman Yoak, and made Man- 
wſ- kind, almoſt, as ir viere, one Body 
Us Politick, | 
y a ++ This manifeſtly , and greatly con- 
nd  auc'd to the Spreading of the Goſpel, 
glt- not only, as-it laid a Foundation for 


am- t Freedom of - Commerce , © but alſo 
the F «= ir happily prevented' thoſe read. 
'V- 2 1 
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i pay "aint: Calf. 


ful , Wars; which, we. haye Reaſon to | 

 believe;wou'd: unavoidably have hap- | : 

pen'd, #fall- the Nations of the Earth 
hadn's:been united, wider one* com- 
mon! Empire. For - before the Rei 

-of Ai ; the Athenians wag'd 

\,witivt \ePeloponmf bens, and many: Par 
rallet: Inſtances, - if ic were needful, 
might eafily, be produc'd/from Hiſto- 

_- {ry.- And: the: ſtrict; and» moſt peace- 

. ful Religion), i1whichrthe Chriſtians 
embrace, wou'd: never;'in ali Proba- 
bility., have: been eſtabliſh'd in:.the 
World,: as, Blefſed” be God, ' it is, if 
pur | Saviour hadn't | been leaſonably 
born , in' a. Time | of-profound, and i 
univerſal Tranquility. Hs c 
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Then Celſus, fays, That the Chriſtian 
£ are guilty of wretched . Sophiitry', when I 
= they have the Confidence to ſay.th# 

"he, whom they affirm, to be the Son of 2 
God, was the VERY ETERNAE w 
WORD. - And he —__ this is uſd 7 
anſwerable. 7. 


Fj 
Reta {lays he ) infeed of.. that k 
Pure, and Holz Word, which\ we 'e+ In 
ſpetted they won'd give Sis am Account B 
of , they only tell 5 :0f., a: mniſerable Matz | V 
. and ſeandalugs, Wretsh, that ended ihis ir 


b- ; Day s upon 4 Crofs, which, 1 WH4s certainly ri 
= 4.55" Lak "odd Pers . 16 'welk|-as\; painful X 


Death, 


\ their Detructions. 
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Origen againlt Celſin- 


> a. 


- 


But this ObjeQion has been already 


anſwer'd, and TI have plainly ſhew'd, 
that The Firſfl-born 0 every, "Creature 
was pleas'd to aſſume « FHaman Boa), 
' and Soul, that at the Creation of the 
World, God gave's poſitive, :and ftrict 
Command, and the Perſon, who: was 
concern'd 1a its honourablez'and ſpeedy 
Exetution, was no other than :he 


LIVING, and CO-ETERNAL 


WORD. k 1,416.8) 

And fince my Buſinefs at. preſeny 
is to talk to a pretended Jem,ul thall 
quote'a Paiſage out of theOlq! Feſtas 


meit, w2z. He ſent HIS WOR D Palos, 


V. 20, 


ani heaPd tm, and deliverid *em from 
\ rac Celſas adds, in the Perſon of 
MI rers, » AFT; if this Was ibe Word, that 
was he Son of God, we heartily apree 
!th 50w, 18 more 11:1 4 ever heard any 
Jew. acknowleds:, tho? I have fre- 
nently- convers*4;znd diſputed;” wich 
: eral Crichrared DoRtors., 
*z 2þ. thave Ui"Gaky prov'd, that 'OUur 
Bleed Saviour was no ' Magician, nor 


' Vile-tmpoitor,\aud I don't think fir, to 


imifate Celſws, in his frequent , and 
ridiculous 'Tautologies; 


Y 3 Cue. 


Death, that be c04'a poſſibly have ſuf- 


v5 
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E T. us ſee now, what he has to 
ſay-,., againſt the Account we 
| have, of the GzxnzaroGy of our 
SAFVIOQOPR. :: | 
_ Here one, wouwd think, he might 
/ \ſeaionaþly have mention'd the Difſ- 
utes, that the Chriſtians themſelves 
12e often had , by reaſon of the 
{::ming Diſagreement , :thar there is 
. between the ſeveral Evangeliſts', in 
' thus. important Aﬀair, -Buc with all 
his- profyuund Knowledge of the My- 
{:cries: of --our- Holy Religion , | he 
hadn't io! much Policy, ir ſeems, as 
that wou'd amount to, 


He fays., This Gened/ogy, which, 
it feems, is orderly trac'd up, ro the re- 
paied Parent of Mankind, and according 
ro which your pretended Savioar 'was of 
the Fionourdble Line of the Jewilh 


him. greuer Kjn4n:ſ5, and Reſpect, from 


I thoſe weak Perſons, who wou'd be ſo 
» = oredulous, a5 ro take any Notice of him. 
a wy And 


*, 
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Kings, was .4 fine Invention, to procare 
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Oricen- againſt Celfus. $7 

And (lays he )\ "ti 4 little ud in 
deed ( but the Chriſtians can ſnellow any 
Thing) that the Carpenter's Wife was 
| deſcended, from ſo "Noble 4 Rate, and, 
whith is move  unacconnteble,, that ſhe 
her ſelf ſhow'd ' krov nothing of ' the 


Mater. 
to But: pray what's this to the Aﬀair 
we in Hand ? Suppoſe ſhe was igno- 
ur rant , that ſhe came from a Noble 
4 Family, what I-beſeech youz can you 
ht infer trom thence, to the Prejudice of 
if: Chriſtianity? Might it-not be true, 
'&8 that ſha was remotely deſcended, from 
he the common Parents of Mankirid, and 
1s more immediately from the Kings 
- of Judch, whether the knew it, or 
I no ?_ br ws = 


ps And perhaps Celſww' thinks, that all 
he the Anceſtors of a Perſon, 'whliv is - 
as oppreſs'd with Poverty, tnuſt of 

Courſe: reſemble him in Condition , 

and rhat all the Anceſtors of a King 
, did infallibly attain to Rozal Dignity. 
= Bur. **wou'd be Loſs of Time, to re- 
y FF curg an Anſwer, to ſuch ridiculous 
of Diſcourſe as this. For the: Age in 
h which our Lor is caſt, will furniſh 
re us, with innumerable Inſtances © of 
” Perſons, who {came of a Rich , and 
ſo Noble Family, and yet by ſome un- 
happy Accident, or other, were foon 
V 4 reduc'd 
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; redugp 202 much meager. Conditions 
thaguphst of, theVargin. Mary, the 
Mothezot-our BLESSED. LOR 
ang * on; «he cgntratfy ,.. they Ae 
Qutwaxd Gircumſtances Las former, 


ly; y iwgonliderable, bare. been ad 
ee, "by ſome Sudden, and: Re: 


\narkable Turn of .Providenee, to the 


Highc&Bitgh of a5 al Grandeys 
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Fl HEN he goes 1a his Carling 
Lo Ways, Pro phes did your Jeſus 
—— M that wag trply Great ;, 4yd 
an Hi Worthy, yof 4 God ? | Dig, ts 
'þ nenies, and. diſconcert\ their 
mot Poligic Megfaresd. 13 Lits 
_ 01 Y I; : F 
ito this df anſwer, that we are ; told 
13 the Goſpels, that the Earth, ſhook, 
the..Rocks were rent,” . the). Graycs 
Wr%opan d, the Vail-of the, Temple 
was Yen 10 tWoy che Sun ſyfſer'd an 
| Kelinſs 9nd the. Hartly. Was cover'd 
with Fhick "ith .ev;a fuch.,2s 
maght bg fel, ww Pore dome, of 


ting 


. Evange 


Orzges againlt Celſus. 


the  Awefaul Cirawmſt ances , that at- 
tended- the moſt bitter P-/fon of our 
Blefſed Lord, And. ] think., Celſue 
wyu'd . have dilcover'd much more 
of an ingenuous Temper, if inſtead 
of relying oa the Authoricy of the 
lis, only when they offer any 
Fhing, .that makes, as he rhinks, for 
the Cauſe, which he efpoules, he had 
either wholly rejected che Golpels , 
or eble wholly. admitted ?%en, and had 
bus thanktullys adn; the \ Amazing 
Condrjrenfion of the ETERNAL 
Wy, R D,. Wii Wibiogly became Ju- 
£4a1714tt , with ofldo Ereat [2 Lgu , 30 
EGO Vf 24 ;Degputerne., Worldyi: from 
F{2' {ag iRuings bkotheir: Þarit, Ape 
ltagy; 1. 0. 107 GH 2355) 
-Aygrher ;very::confiderable Circum- 
ſtance, that-makes/;tor ihe; blonour of 
our: Bleſſed Sawtourcis this}? viz. That 
ey2n, at Fas :Diltance 0 Time.,; His 
A ME, has; luch an Acd;nirable Vir- 
the, that it infallibly, 4i:1 eafily cures 
the..moit dangerous! Dittempers, 'boch 
of Body, and:Mind. And as for che 
Sympathy, which the Sun, if I may 
ſo fay, dilcover'd, whea the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs3 {elf wes ſuffering a 
more, dreadful Ecliple, which [hap- 
pen'd in the Reign of the Emperor 
['iperius ; and as tor the ſtupid Earth, 
which trembPd, when the God of 
Nature 
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go Orizen againſt Celjus. 
Nature groan'd, ard was ready to 
expire'; We have the concurring''Te- 
itimony of Pilegon, if I miſtake nor; 
in the Thirtecach Book of his - Chrot 


F608. 


\ Then the Jew, thinking to ridicule - 
our Saviour, quotes thois Words of 
Bacchws in Enripiats. | 


| =-=mame, When Oe I pleaſe 
Heaven for my Reſcue daigns 10 imter poſe, 


Bur here in the- firſt Place, I can't 
but make this obvious Remark ; 
that the Jews, of all People in the 
World,: are leaſt fond of the Heathen 
Poets. © However for once, we'll'ſup- 

ſe our | Jew, to differ from all his 

ountry-men, and -to-'exprefs a ſin- 
. way! AﬀeRion, for the Learning of 
the Greeks, And I. ask him, whe- 
ther, according 'to the Rules of any 
Logick, that he ever read, it ev'n ſcerhis 
ro, follow. , that, becauſe our Sev/0ur 
didn't avoid his Sufferings, he coirdiwe 
have freed himfelt -from %em , 'if he 
pleas'd. .- .. | | 

E think, he ought much rather to 
believe, what. is related to us in- the 
AQs of the Apoſtles," that an Angel 
ſhook of $t. Peter's Chains, and deliver'd 
him from” Pri fon, and*-that Pas! 'and 
Sthizss 


Orizen againſt Celfns. 
Silas, who were put into the Stocks, 
at Philippe, a City of Macedozr7, ef- 
cap'd out of Priton by a Miracle , 
and much more wou*d the Pawer of 
God have been cngag'd, to preſerve 
our Saviour, trom the grievous - Sut- 
ferings, which he underwent, if the 
Decrees oi Heav'n, and the Reaſon 
of Things hadwr confpir'd, if I may 
ſo fay, to render *em moſt highly ne- 
ceflary. ek | 

For ought I know, Celſus wou'd be 
ready to ridicule thofe Stories, or 
perhaps might never take the Pains 
to read *em, ſince in-a!l Probability 
if he had ever minded %em at all, he 
wou'd preſently have refoly'd %*em, 
as he do's our Saviour's Mirggles, in- 
ro the Power of Magick. F” 


Then Celſws has the following 
Words, The Perjom that condemn'd 
your Pretended Saviour, didn't ex- 
dure « Puniſhment, comparable to that 
of Penthceus, who was depriv'd of bis 
Jenſes, and torn 10 Pieces, 


But he's ſo horribly ignorant, as 


not to know, that Pate, conliderd 
in his Publick Capacity, was not fo 
properly concern'd, in} Condemning 
our Bleſſed Savicur , as ihe whoie 
Body of the Fewiſh Nation, which, 
we 


OI 


n” oy IF : 


| o02 Origen againſt Celſu; 


ure? And it this be the true State 
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we ſee, is for that Reaſon diſpers'd, 
oyer the whole zhabitable World\"and 
ſuffers: a' far worſe Diſtraction, 'than 


_ ever Perthews did. | 


But why do's he make no Mention 
at all of the rroubleſome Dream,. that 
the Wife of the Roman Governor, had, 
iniomuch that ſhe ſaid to her Hus- 


Mature band, . Have thow nothing to do. with 
* 19+ that jef Man ; fort have ſuffer 'd mary 


roms this Day in a Dream, becanje of 
10%. | 4 | | 
Then he leaves out: thoſe Things, 
that are evident, and remarkgble 
Proofs of the Divinity of our  Savi- 
ours Perſon, and Commiſiion , :and 
takes Abundance of Pains, to dreſs 
up 2. ORD of GLORY-ina 
Fool's Moat, by the diſadvantageous, 
and Magcrous .Relation, which he 
gives; of the horrid Aﬀronts,, | thar 
were offer'd him , . viz. The. Scaclet 
Robe, 29” rhey.,put upon, him, in a 
Way..of . Mockery ; . the Crown . of 
Thorng, that they put upon his Head, 
and the Reed, that..they put into his 
Hand. 

Bur it may not be amiſs, to ask 
you. the following Queſtion, - From 
whence cou'd you learn theſe Things, 
bur from thoſe very Goſpels,, which 
you: take the Liberty to reject at Plea» 


of 


Ov zven againſt Celſw. 93 
of the Caſe, how comes it to paſs;T be 
ſeecht you, that ſuch Perſons as'you afe 
_ *can take Occaſion} toi refle uporr our 
Savioar,' from thoſe: very Paſſages of 
'Scripture, which, as many others, with 
great 'Reaſon, judge;"do leave an Fter- 
nat- Brand of Infamy, on- thoſe, who 
had - the horrid”-Impudenee- to inſult 
him 2?" = | = 
{I think, you -ſhowfd: rather admite 
the Remarkable Integrity , which 
appeats ,'' in * the *-Writings of "the 
Evangeliſts, and be 61d withs' Holy 
Awe; when you" confider the” Amazing 
Condeſcention of ' the -Bl:ſſed- Feſtes,- who 
feaPd his Doctrine, witlP his moſt 
piecious Blood, For we have no 
Account,.. that, .aiter_.the. Sentence of 
Condemnation was- pais*d upon hin, 
he made the leaſt Complaint, or ever 
utter'd,a Worg, that ev'n ſeem'd to 
be unworthy of the*GreateR# Hero , 
that the World cou'd ever boaſt of. 


Then Celſuws ſays; (One wool think, 
that \now ,. if ever, he- had # fair Oppor- 
runity, ro'give full Proof of his pretended 
Deity, and in the Face, if 1 mayſo' ſay, of 
the whole habitable World, to be reveng*d 
of +he- Jews for- the” baſe Afronts,” which 
you" ſeewere offer'd, Loth to him, and to 
his Dearlz-betou'd, and Highly-hconour'd 
Father. 

But 
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- But here I ask: thoſe of the Greeks, 

who . belieye an Ower-ruling Prowi- 
#ence,. and grant that Miracles have 
been- wrought, Pray, why dont the 
1ajurd Deity rake that Advantage 
£ as;0n- your Hypotheſis he might gafi- 
1y..do ) which js plainly giv'n; him, 
by ghoſe innumerable, and' great Af 
fronts, which are daily offer'd+ him, 
by the bold Afertors of a Blipd Fa- 
ralay. ; | : 
And when they retura an Anſwer 
to-this ſingle Queſtion, all the- Argu- 
ments,. which they. bring, may cally 
be. retorted on themſelves. 


_Cnare. XXIIL 


HEN ſays:the pretended Few, 

What ! Shall ne ſa), thas this 
wile Fellow that was cracify'd Yother 
Day had. k 


Hom. 11. S#6# Blood, as from. th? immortal God do's 


L.$,v. 340. 


( flow! 
This 


F a eat Cnc 25 


This we muſt ſuppoſe to be ſpoken 
by, kim, in bs. uſual Way of Banter, 
T 


ich ſeems to me to be his peculiar 

alear. | 

Bur I ſhall ſhow, that the Evange- 
lifts, who rclate theſe Matters, with 
a becoming | Gravity, and prudent 
Care, have left behind *em. a true . 
and :\ufficieat - Account , of the mo 
conſiderable Paſſages, that occur'd , 
let Celſſus ſay what he pleaſes, to 
the contrary. 'They acquaint us, 
that the Blood, which flow'd from 
our Saviour's Body , was not fabu- 
lous, like that, which Homer ſpeaks 
of, but that ſoon after he expur'd, 
One of the Souldiers with 4 Spear pierc'd john ig, 
his. Side, and forthwith there came out V-34, 35- 
Blood, and Water , and he that ſaw it 
bare Record ,, and his Record 4 trac, 
and he knows that he ſays rae. 

In Dead Bodies , *tis common 
for the Blood to ſftagnate, and we 
don't ufe, -to fee Water trickle down 
from the Veins; but when our S«- 
wvieur was dead, Water, and Blood 
flow'd from his pierced Side, in a- 
przter-narural Way. And if inſtead of 
putting an improper, and forc'd Sence, ' 
upon Jome Paſſages in the Goſpels , 
and thereby ſeeking all poſſible Oc- 
caſian, to reproach our Seviosr, and 
his Followers, one wou'd but dili- 


gently 
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Fern % 'and inal ; conſider* the 


{tra Zens, whith are there"! rel p 
ted” die might" eally perceive, "2H 
the Ce rurion ,, In g's who'y pie 4 
Er. {zt to" watch * the Bod bo 
EF! - $2008 who wa eenE) ay E's th 
= 0 2 th: quads und | many-othef 
| {2 rigns A Kids? that ha Vu 
at that Tims | were \ſtruck with it ix 
w_ 27, unufls[- Terror, 'and fa'd, Truly" ſo 
has the” SON f GOD. *\*- - - 
Then our Bigorted Adverſary;, who or 
only reads the "Goſpels, with" De- W 
ſign to *pick' up ſfome''Scraps'of *em as 
here and” there, which, as he fondly Pe 
| -'- imagines, id make for- the Intereſt, T 
4 -- 4. Wwhiclfthet eſpouſes,” ridicules our Sevi- Wi 
our ,*\ott the Account of the Gall, th 
and" Vinegar, thitt was giv'n! him to at 
drink. | 1 
"Fits Jo very thirſty, ſays * he! leber | 
he Fr ty dent If the irs Drug bra w] 
ſn abfwer to this ;-'T might eatly fol 
ſhow,*tlat that Aﬀion''of otff Sew 
our wilt- admit of att ' Allegorical .qQu 
and* mulfby no Means 'be'& rw IT 
to the bare literal Fea prota of hu 
the'W ords. Burt - I'chobſe at þreſtny the 
ro return A more general Abſgery $0 | 59 
this vile;/ind notorious Caltt#iy! ; Jen 
Thar-thiz'Relation' of the Erdingebits pal 


exaQly agrees, with what was Tore- 
a5 told, 
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" Orzgen againſt Celſw. 97 


told, under the Old - Teſtament - Diſ- 
penſation, For in the 6gth Pſe/m , 

he Mefſiah 1s brought in fpeaking 
the following Words , They gave me 
” Gall for my Meat, and in my Thirſt 
they gave me Vinegar to arink.- 

Now let ' the Jews acquanmt us , 
who iT is that the Prophetical Plalmitt 
_—_ of, and name any other Per- 
an, recorded in any Hiſtory; whe- 
_ ther.,Sacred, or Prophane',, who had 
Gall, and Vinegar, giv'a hiav to driok-; 
or,.let *em freely acknowledge, 'thar 
what is here related was..predicted, 
as, what wou'd certainly betall thac 
Perſon, whom we believe: to be the 
TRUE MESSIAH, ard: thea 
we. come upon *em , and ask : *eny 
this natural Queſtion, how comes it 
to paſs, Gentlemen, that you ſhou'd 
be 1o loth, ro ſee YOUR OW N 
PROPHECIES accomplſh'd, for 
which you have delervedly fo pro- 
found a Veneration? ; 

And methiaks, an impartial En- 
Quirer into -Truth ſhou*'d ſcarce need 
any other Argument, to convince 
him , that our Blefſed Saviour was 
the. Perſon, who was all along fore- 
told , than this, chat in him OP the 
ewiſh Prophecies concerning the Me/- 
x ok % exactly fulkiPd. R 
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Wa HE N' Celſu:'s. Jew ' addreffes: 
'N' himſelf to us, in the following: 
ords+; Do :lyou" really.' believe ( en 


you-ho--are -o' aps to- ſwallow any _ | 


5 
that © is ' propor d- to your” by ſome People, 
how ridiciulous \forver -it may. be ) T ſq, 
do you' really believe, that "we ao ill, tn 
wot acknowleaging your pretended $ A- 
ViIOUR #09: be GO'D,, and wor 
looking upon him, as- one 'who ſacrificd 
his | Life, for the General Advantage of 
the Humane Race, with this' great Des 


ſian; . ambng' others, 10 ſet ws 4 Bright' 
Example of Patience, under the «fflitting 


Hand of Almighty God. 


T's FEE I anſwer , that we juſtly 
blime *em ; becauſe tho. they wete 
bori, in-a -Land of Light, and edu- 


cated inthe Knowledge of the Law, 
and rhe Pfophers, which ſhow: have 


been- School-Htajters, to have brought 


*”m_ unto -Chziff , they” cart anſwer. 


the 
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Orrgen agamſt Celjus.” 99 

vi the ſolid Arguments, wiich we bru 
againſt *em, and; yet will obſtinately 
perſiſt in their wretched Unbelief , if 
the Grace of God don't feaſonably , 
and remarkably interpoſe in cheir Be- 
half, h 
_« | . Farther,, we have great Cauſle:to. 

blame em”, becauſe they will. nor. ſec 

that rhe numerous, and great Advan- 


— tages, Which the Followers of our Blej- 

5 i Lord did moſt certainly reap, from 

” the Heavenly Inflrattions which he gave 

b &, were an undeniable Argument , 

e that he aſſunvd Humane Nature, with 

J, a kind, and generous Intention, to pro- 

1 mote our common Jtereſt, and *uwas 

\- not his 'Deſign at his, firſt Appearance 

or in the World, immediately to .diftri- | 

"a bute 'compleat Rewards, and inflict .. 
of the ſevereſt Puniſhments on Men, ac- | | 
on cording to their good or bad Beia- 

ht Four, but to have his Doftrine pub- 

4 lh'4 to the moit diſtant Parts, as 


te Prophets had moſt exprefly forc- 
wid, and to that happy End to ac- 


ly oOmpany the Preaching. 0! the Apo- 
re ltles with an irreſiſtible Power. 

Uu- Farther, they juttly incur our Cen- 
wW, Wore, by refufing to believe his Miracles, 
ve. Which fo evidently carry'd with em 
he the HUAmy oi a Divine Authority, and 
et. Faving, ' hat he caft out Devitis, & Bis 
1c bub, the Priace of Dev:ls, 


% 2 Laſtly, 
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Laftly, We think they render'd | 
themielves highly obnoxious to the I} 
juſt Vengeance of Almighty God , . 
by treating him as a Slave, and a 4 
Vagabond, which was an odd Re- o 

uital of the Kindneſs, which he py? 
ſhow'd *em, in cauſing the Goſpel þ 


to be preactvd, ro every City, and 
Village, throughout the Land of Ju- 
des. 

For there was nothing. mean, or 
in any ReſpeQts / unworthy of his 
CharaQter, 1n all the /ad Fitigaes 
which he underwent, but on . the 
contrary , *twas a great, and highly 
Honourable Aftion , truly, and every 
Way worthy of an incarnate God, to 

ive wholeſome Precepts, with a li- 

eral Hand, to ſuch Perſons, as 
were capable, of receiving Inſtru&i- 
on trom him. 
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What Celſws's Jew adds, is moſt 
notorioutly falſe, /Vot being able, [as 
hr, during the whole Courſe of hu Life, 
fo much as to prevail with bis own 
Diſciples, to adhere to him, he va t | 
lajt wery ſeverely puniſÞ'd, as Thopedl Y 
the World is by this Time ſafficienl\ M $| 
inform'd. ; 


my" xv. i 


hi 
Burt pray what was it, that OY ro 
Eratiy excited the Rage, and Envy WW an 
0 


'- no -other, than 
SIAH. 


"of the Chief Prieſts, Elders, and 
-Scribes among the Jews, but the 
Conſideration of the vaſt Numbers 
"of People, that follow'd our B-{{e4 
Savioar, ev'a into Defſarts, fome of 
7m being ſtrangely charn'd, with 
'the tweet, and Heavenly Expreſſions, 
"that dropt from his ſacred Lips, and 
-others -convince'd by the Mirattes, 
'which- he had wrought, which Ald 


the Minds of his moſt inveterate Ene- 


Ines, with equal Malice, and Aſto- 


-niſhment ?. And how apparemly falte 
Are'ithoſe Words; which follow, 'That 


he cou'dn't prevail with his own Diſci- 


'ples, to adhere to him, but they gave 


Tod evident Proofs, of the Frailty of their 
Nature, by their wretched Cowaradtze ? 
For what Malignant Influence fozver 
their irregular Fear might have up- 
on. their Minds, which were not 
yer duely fortify'd, againſt the vio- 
tote Shocks, of outward , and ap- 


A aching Calamitics, they were ful- 
, M 


ty farisfy'd in their own Minds, and 
were ready , for the moſt Part, t9 
profeſs, that our Bleſſed Sevior was 


the TRUE MES- 


- Por St. Peter had no ſooner deny*'d 


' his Lord, bur ftruck with the Hor- 
' rour of his | Crime, He went out, Mit. 26, 
| and wept bitterly, as St. Mathew tells 
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u3 , and (thoſe of his Diſciples, , that 
: we read of, wi retain'd a profound 


Reſp et for their Lord, and Maſter, d 

bath WAS a lictle' amaz'd., and for B 

the pe ent, ſhock'd, -by cotſidering al 

the 2d Calamities, which beiel him, 1 V: 

regain'd 466 DN48 Te | Conrage, - when I; 
ke” appcarjd to SM, after his, Tram P 
| - 
phant Rela etion. + 'Nay » .thgy,,mot 


' ovly., believ'd, he .was the SQN OF A] 
.GOD,,. bus, were:; confirm'd. in .the I 
C Smiſtias. Fiith , and . became more "FC 
Touragious , than. ,ever., under. the 
happy..Coadutt of the, great: Captain of 
of. tex SALVATION. 1 tank 


"\Coh thinks; a pears ,, aby, the bi 
Y oo Cel his i wg there _ "AQ wg 
F320 "Excellency 1n,. our . Saviqut's Dq- D. 


Arie Fi oait Regularity and Sov ob 
nels,.,obf fect ble, 12 .his Morals fu #0 


| cient. 59 adyance.him above other, £0, At 
bk bur | bh contrary, to, the Chara 
| He bore, bc, ;qught aoc..to > hoje X 
Sat or. 2t, leaſt , there, ſhould I 7 
have. been Toth ing 10- \his Death, that E\ 
might, Tully 1nduge us, 9 lay. dow G 
our: Lives when,:Occaſioa offers, fq 
the Sake of our moſt Holy Religj d $1; 
But,.z0 mg, 1 conieſs, this ſeems. 9 | 
= a Notign, not a litt efunworthy of he 
© 1.4 Lear ning,. and £00d.; Sencg, ev oa 
2 dy. v then Pheloſoper WL avs ke * 
Oa ; 
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| On the contrary , our Sever, by | 
ter dying for Mankind, has ſet us a 
ter, a, h 

for Bright-Example of Patience, under 
all the Sufferings, ro which the Pro- 
| , vidence of God may. call us, for the 
Xen Sake of the- True Religion;, in Op- 


ay. poſirion (te the-ungrounded Prejudices, 
agt which the Generality of Men are too 
OF apt to labour under, who arg, Natu- 
he ifally | ready to pay Divine "AH atz0n, 
x || 49:the moſt infignificant Frifle, ra- 
he | ther then the Supremes and't Frut- 
in Adar able Mijefty, and wviewing' 3 Per- 
" ſons, 'and Things, 14a falſe, or »very 


Jmpertect Light, are wrerchedBygland 
Irequently miſtikenn che Jufainent, 
Which: they -paſs upon 7m." For the 
oreatelt Inſtance oi the -pretefded 
Pigry... of cheſe: Bigots co! Tdolatry, is 
$0-level_all-their, : Wir, and Malice, 
at thoſe Well-meaning, and” 'Fruty- 
Teligious. Perſons, - who © from 'a. (deep 
gcnle;: of their 4andiſpenſible' Dury , 
Jave entirely. deyoted- themſelves: « 
Holy, i. and : Living. Sacrtfice,' to the 
'Great. Creator,, and .Supream.' Gover-* 
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nor of the Univerſe, 
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Cuar XXV.. 


TPHEN Celſus, | in the Porſon &f 
. the prerended Few, continugs 


- his Charge, agaiaſt our Bleſſed Savidur, 


1a the following: Words., Tour Jeſus - 
coudn't keep himſelf” free from Evil, 
Put TI think he wow'd do very well, 
to inſtance in any MORAL EVIL, 
that might juſtly: be: charg*d upor 
him. <P 2 

If he means, that our Saviour was 
guilty .of ſome Vite, or other, ( which 
muſt: be. his- Meaning , or elfe 'tis 
plain, that he talks very im rly) 
**will lye upon this vile Caviller, to 
name. any ane: Vice, if he can, -that 
ever ftain'd the Life, and obſcurd 


- the Bright Charafter of the HOLT 


ESUS. | 

But if his Meaning be no more 
than this, that our Bleſſed Lord him- 
jelf was expos'd to: many outward, 
and grievous CALAMITIES, 
Juch - ag * Poverty, ' Perſecution , the 


þpe#8-#573 q c* 4 #7 % 


Origen againſt Celjus. 
Treachery of wicked Men, and eſpe- 


cially the ſhameful, and painful Death, 


which he ſuffer'd on the Croſs, then I 
think, we may, with equal -Juſtice, 
bring in a ſevere Charge, againſt fo 

reat a Man as Socrates, who, with 
all his Philoſophy, and Mora! Vir- 
twe, covdn't avoid falling into innu- 


merable external Dangers. And how, 


many of the Greet Philoſophers cou'd 
I cafily name, who were not only 
oppreſs'd with extream Poverty, but 
made it the Matter of their 4e. 
liberate Choice. 

For Proof of this, we may have 
Recourſe, ro: their own . Celebrated 
Authors. | 

They tell us, that Democriras was 
ſo. rak*n up; with Nobler .Thoughts, 
that he had no Leifure--Hours, to 
beſtow upon his Farms, that Crares 


gave away the Income of his whole. 


Eftare, with ' che greateſt Freedom 
imaginable, that he might have the 
better Opportunity, for Philofophi-{l 
Speculations, and. that Diogenes, out 
of his firange Frugality , was con- 
rented, to ſpend his Life in a Tub; 
and yet no Man, I rhink, of com- 
mon” Sence, will , for that Realſon, 
entertain hard Thoughts, of ſo ex- 
cellent a Perſon, + E 


Then 
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'Then' Celſus adds., That; cur  $«- 


viour was far from being regular , aud 


unblameable. 


. But let him give an Inſtance, if 
'he can, of any one, among the 
Numerous Followers of our S047, 
who ever obſery'd, him, io, &g, an 
unworthy Action, or it he refules 
to. rely on their , united Teftimogy , 
T' think, *tis fit, he ſhou'd acquaiar 
us, With the Grounds, on which he 
builds his unjuſt, and heavy Charge. 

'Tis -yery unlikely., ( to fay.. no 
more, )* that our Savor ſhowd. be 
uilty. of the leaſt Breach. of ; any 
romiſe,. that he ever made, if we 
conlider, how much, and how readily 
he © cohfulted the true _ Intereſt of 
his Followers., T mean. the. Weliare 
of their Precious, and | Immocrctal 
And, when we fee, that the re- 
'markable, and unlikely 'Events,: which 
he RO. gr 044 Diftancg *'0i 
Tirne' from their ' Accompliſhment , 
have exaQly an{wer'd, his Prediction, 
that' his Doftrine is, publiſhd, 'to all 
the Nations of the.'World, and that 
they, who have embrac'd it, have, 
meerly on that Account, beea broughr 
befate Governours , and Kings; we 
In, can't 


can't, Ho -be f1Pd with ai Holy! Ads 
miration ,.and, encourag'd $]-tQ thave 
our. ; igm., agd,;entire , Nependance;, 

n F Infigite, Wiſdom ++:Irreſi- 
A «KG Power, , And Unyvertal abgpaſ 


are: ſure I amg that Cellag: hint 
"or CaiV't, reaſonably, d fire. 40:have 
greater Evidence, of the truth; of 
any: Dactiine.,, ,thag that which-.our 
S$71047 has., 818..Þs ,.of the-Lcuth 
of.,..the. Goſpel, ,,- ul ##., ho he. ſo 
wretchs hedi ITIONG. of ny Incarna» 
tion FOO Av A: mag! AL:WOQRD, 
as, to:.exipect, m. Ma SI HUMANE 
\UR EZ, why allnm'd by 
. Jad. ds, NONeed 9 ,t0-.:the 
7 het: KW Rind 


Sy By, ut, ih ED ad 
the Wall ot, God... that, anys] Mor: 


tal. er, aV —_ ” a o ef f1 

ff 62 Tig hon ; "3F 6 it may be 
calPd ſo, thas can poſſibly be af- 
ſfiga'd , for ſuch an extravagant 
Comrits; is this, that Cel/ efteems 
PAIN the GREATEST E- 
VIL, and PLEASURE the” 
H I G H ES T GOOD. 
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And here he goes a Strain; be- 
yond moſt of the Philoſophers them- 
telves,.1 mean , of thoſe that beliey'd 
an Over-ruling Providence, and allow 
Courage, and Conftancy, and the like 
Endowments, a Place among the 


MORAL VIRTVUES, which 


are at once ſo Neceſſary , and fo Or- 
namental. | | 
'And our Seviozr was {0 far, from 
ſubverting the Foundatien of our 
Faith, by the various, and grievous 


 Calamities, to which he was expos'd, 


and which in 'rhe Eveat did- befall 
hy thar T rhink, he has tak'n” the 
_ effeQtual M , to confirm it, 
if we can: but divert -our Thoughts, 
fromthe ſhocking Calamities, thar at- 
tend'-Humane Life, to the Bright 
Objeas, and Glorious Entertainments | 
of the- Future State, in which we/ 
ſhall look, with an Holy Difdain, up- 
on Sin, Satan, and this lower World. 
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'T HEN Cel has the following 
Words, Sarely you will not have 
the Confidence to ſay, that your TESUS, 
being unable to work upon the Minas 
of Thes, in the wretched World, im which 
we live, went down to Hell it (elf, to 
ſee if he cou'dr't make Converts there. 


But our Seviazr when he was here 
on Earth, had ſo many, aad ſuch zea- 
lous Followers, that, for that Reaſon, 
he had abundance of Enemies, 2nd 
when he was fiript, as it were, of 
his Humane Body, did converſe with 
Naked Spirits, in the Infernal Region, 
to. make Converts of thoſe, that were 
capable, of being duly wrought on, 
by his powerful Miniſtry, and there- 
by of anſwering the DEEP DE- 
SIGNS, of is ETERNAL, and 
UNIVERSAL LOVE. © 


What Celſws's Jew adds is, I think, 
very ridiculous. If (fays he) after 


you 
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be led aſide , like « Company of prodi- 
gi0ws-Fools,- you think __ ond * gran 
Apology, than « few Pityful Arguments, 
gn your own Defence, Pray why mayiit 
al thoſe Scomnarets, ang. Villains, ( that 
like yoor JESUS MJeve been publick- 
ly executed, according to the juſt De- 
merit of . their Crimes ) be accounted 


Perfons,who had the Broad-Seal of Heav nt 


But nothing, in my Mind, can be 
more 'clear,, than the wide Difference, 
betweef' the. Exemplary Sufferings of 
our 'Bleſſe# Savioar, "and. the jaſt Exe: 
cution of rliofe, who have been 'con- 
demn'd as Impoſtors, or puniſh'd for 
ſome ſcandalous Crime. * And fure* TI 
am, that no'Man can fliew, with any 
Colour' of *Reaſon; that :a' Perſon can' 
ever be rechim'd, from” the moſt no- 
rorious Crimes, or indeed ſrom'a 
Immorality, by the Help of Magict:. 


Then the pretended. Jew, compa- 
ring our Seviour with 'a Company 
of High-way Men, ſays, That by « 
Parity .of \Reaſon 4 Perſon may kyve the 
Impudence, ſo, that ſuch « High-way 
Man, inſtead of being a Perſon of [0 
infamous « Charatter, mas no leſs than 
4 GOD, becaaſe Fang he acquainted 
his curſed Crew betore-hand ,” that he 
ſhou'd 


RY 
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ſhou'd ſborely ſuffer ail thoſe grievous 
Cal amnitiet, which in the Event did. be- 
fall him, 3h 


To'this I anſwer, .in_the firſt Place, 
that our Believing our Bleſſed Saviour 
to be, the True Miah is. not meerly, 
or chiefly founded, on his Fore-telling 
the dreadful Sufferings, _ to which he 
was expos'd, and which for our. ſakes 
he readily underwent. bo ns 

In the ſecond Place, I acknowledge, 
rhat the Holy Scriptures acquaint, us,: 
that tho? our Saviour was G OD. as 
well as MAN, yet He was number'd 
with the Tranſpreſſors, that Barabbas, 4 
Robber, was releas'd, and our Saviour 
crucify'd, and placed hetween two 
Condemn*d Maleta&tors. And1I grant, 
that-if our Saviour's Diſciples bore 
any Reſemblapce to "Thieves, and if 
was known in the Memory of Man, - 
that Perſons of that iniamous Cha- 
racer did readily expoſe themſelves 
to the greateſt Contempt, and Scorn, 
and the worſt 'Ireatment, that Hu- 
mane Wit, and Malice cou'd invent, 
and if they can rationally be ſuppog'd, 
to do all this, from a juſt Regard to 
the Glory of GOD, and the. Holy 
Precepts of our :B LESSED_ RE- 
DEEMER; then 1 confeſs, Celſws 


wou'd have had fome Ground, tor 
his 
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But our Sawiowr , who laid down 
his precious Life, as a Sacrifice for 
the Sins'of Men, and his fincere Diſ- 
ciples, ( who, by. their uaparallePd 
Sufferings, bore an Honourable Tefti- 
mony, to the Truth of his moſt. Ex- 
cellexr DoQtrine, 'and were the only 
Perfons, whoſe bare, Religion ever 
brought 'em into Trouble ) under- 
went the moſt vioteat Perſecurions, 
from their Enemies, without the 
leaſt Colour of Reaſon, and contrary 


to the Known, and Fundamental 


Laws of Humanity. 
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T OW. obferve, how Ce! renders 
JV himtelf ridiculous, by what he 
ys.” of the fiacere Followers. of our 
ed Lord , Dur 1ng the greateſt Part Fl 
his © Life, Says he, they convers's wit 
hin; in a Femiliar Menzer, and ſeem'd 
78 liften ro the Inſtreftions, which be 
give *em, but withal, were ſo _— 
Eon that, 
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' thaty: whe they ' /aw/he was condemmn'd 10 
 #pej: they wou'd. atither djs with... him , 
non. for: him, and: were ſo far, it. [eews, 
franm 'priting in: Praflice that; wholſuns 
Dottrane, which theis Maſter had 1aught 
"em , Viz. Chearfully to encounter: the 
greateſt ' Difficattves, and Danger s,..and 
10 be. ready av'n $0. dyes, for the fake of 
their Religion, that they ſbamefully. deny'd 
him, ' ang; dids't tuwuy any Maviyrs, the. 
imaginary Honour of \lay:ng down their 
Lives, for. the Cauſe of Chriſt. .. 


; Here: Cel/ws takes: the Hint, from the 
Goſpels, i-and aggravates ſome. Faults 
ofthe: Ditciples,, -with, a Deſign, nao 
doubt;40 expoſe che Chriſtion Religion.to 
Contempt, nok-\eprifidering_ they, were 
jmitenter'd, ioto; the. School of C tif x 
agr') mentioning one Syllable of, their 
Recovery, from) their grievous: Falls, 
which: was -ſo- retparkable, that, they 

'd the Goſpel-/boldly,, and ſut- 
ter'd : abundanee/ of Ill-rreatmenr, at 
the' Hangs of the Jews, and had the 
Courage; to. welcome, and ev'n dety 
" Death, in its moſt horrid Shapes, , [ 
pan, he: didn't care at all,, to take 
otice of what: our Ser-ioer foretold ro 
St. Peter, When thou ſhels be old, thou ſbalt 
ftretch forth thy Hands, Nor of thoſe Joby 21, 
Wards, This fk e he, ſignifying by what Da 
Death he ſhou'd 8/oriſy Goa. 
He 
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FT He" fayS not 6n6'Word' of 'St. Famer; 
the" Brother 'of St!*J#b#,, nor of the 
latter, afd "ſeems tO'be-ignorant; thar- 
Herod kilPd John the Baptiſt: with the 
Swottl, becauſe: heebore "Teſtimony 'ts' 
the. Trathrof Chriſt "Nor! do's he do 
St: Peter, and the-reſt 'of the- Apofiles 
fo much Juſtice;: as"to\mention: theip' 


fla ging..Zeal, in ſpreading the: Goſpel: 
of *our © Savioar ,- and to give us-un 
Afts 15, Actount;-how 'Thty departed from \the 
Yo 26 Preſence of the Comment, - rejoicing, that 
' they were counted worthy to ſuffer Re- 
proath©for" bis "Name; wherein they 
vaſtly: exceeded alt 'that is related;ig 
the mn .of * uySryy _— 
ing*the- ,oufage,/ + | '\Cpnſt 366, 
cheie of eh wage 9. 
; \Sp 4 hat” we-plaikly- lee, - that::from 
the- very Toſancy of Chriſtianicynr 
who! embra&'d "ity? were! effeftuall 
caughe* by - it, to deipite the gaud 
Vanines of theipteſtnt Life, {whi 
the greatelt Part: of Mankind imagine 
ro :be-fſo charming and! agreeable) 
and” to *have- the" filcere [Deſires of 
rheir-*$ouls moſt! vehemently: carry'd 
' out, #fter- another Life, which: is-tar 
more- excelent ;» (and® in a wordi;- is 
evety” way worthy \of 'a G'O-Þ..* 
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that when” he was on Earth 


ſon, he -made deep Impreſſions on 


the 
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t alſo in ſome ocher Treatiſes, "if 
'G60 D- ſhall be pleas'd to afford 

thar Meafure- af the Aſſiſtance 
of his Spirit, that will be neceſſary, 
.to We ns my Deſign. 
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; deace, which the - Miracles. of: our 
\ Bleſſed Ry do .,, carry 1n' em, 


. of; fre Truth 
has the-Face, to 'miſreprelent *Mm-tO 


our. Holy Religion, 
the World, as done " meer Le- 
Y 


{tance of the Dewuil, 
But this Pityful,- and Vile Cavil 


has been fo frequently anſwer'd, acs 
--cording, ro. my- {lender Ability ,. "that 


really. 3& quite tures, my Paticnge, te 
repeat. Tpuogs. {o. often, as be Re. I 
wua: J&d3- 54 


"4 "Then Celſus make; y Us @ Tha 


nll nk mas the'$S ON OF.G@O0D, 
becauſe: he card the lame, and blind, 
ahd rais'd a few from” the: deat" 4s. we 


Poar Creatures that we are / are ready. 
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- But that, in Spite of all hes he 
yan br oy this Conjjderation of: jt \ (elf 
is-a; ſolid Argument ,-'zo prove ,he 


was the $0 Q QF-.GQD, is plain, 


from-that roma” Prophecy in 1/aieh, 


Then, the; Eyes of the, Blind ſhell beg, ;, 
ad ,-and the Ears of the. FY ſbak V 1: 


e.. unſtopp'd,  Thes. ſhall the or Man 


| lea 44 "an Hart, 


- And: tis highly - . improbable , ta 
ay | ag more, that the, Evangeliſts 


| hawd forge the -- pai they give 


J | us, 


the Aſhi- | 


ti9 
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- Oried Mhpiboſt elſes: 

us9 flome, I Gain the dead , 
becauſe: had they-been giv'n, to in 
veating” Fictions, meerly. tv ſerve qa 
Turn-, they wou'd have givin us 
more frequent Inſtances of that Na- 
ture than we meet: with, and of "the 


Relarrection of thoſe, who had- been 
longer dead," than thoſe , of whom 


we "Tread in the So 
Bur 'their jw few Inſtances 
of Perſons re to Life, ' ſtems -to 
me-, to be as plain'a- as” can 
be, that the Ev angeliſt , Whateyer 
Celſus may ſay, were Men of HONES] 
PRINCIPL $5 'atid the favthelt of 
all ' Men' in the World, - excepr/-our 

el Saviour ,: from - bring Peffor 
of INTRIEGUE.. 

- They"infſtance only in the Danghter 
of the Ruler of the Synagogue; (whoſe 
Cafe ſeems foreign to rhe Purpoſe, for 
pur Swviow ſays of her, She '© wot 
Head, bus fieeps )- in 'the only Son- of 
a Widow, whoth our Saver: reco- 
ver'd, out of tender Compaſſian to 
his diſconſolate Morher, ordering _ 
Coffin ito" be ſftop'd:* And Laftl 
Hazargs, who had continu'd fome: 
mthe Grave, as: the Evangehft-ac- 
quaints us ; and ]. woy'd vffer- the 
following Catfiden i08; to the mol} 
RURICION of opr Hdve aries and it 
Hs Tod * more: "Tofiedingely Ns 
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h- Thar as in —- Tine, there" Were 
2 m_ Lepers, bat none 'of Fer} were 
In; cur'd, that we read of, except Narmaen 
” the Syrian ; and' Many Widows in 
1. the Days of the Prophet E79#h,- but 
ft he was only * fent 6 the" Wide of 
N Sarepta, in theCountry of Srdvn; © (for 


ſhe alone was thought worthy*of-rhe 
Miracle. he | wrought: ) folmany Pet- 
ſons dy*d, when our Sqvid#r was Of 
Barth; bur-the' oaly raifd thoſe from 
the dead, who, 4 ſoine 'Sence, had 
UALIFLOD" THEMSELVES 
fo SPECIAL 4 FAY OUR. 
ws -— : are wy ry ee: | 
to'Typilic fomething' future; and pive 
Magkind whviddos Proofs, "BiFehy 
Traoth”'and Excellency of that | Do- 
Atrine;-which' He'$acrodace'd” into the 
World, 2h tHe" 


Aud T may fafely ſay, that accord- 
ing to the Promiſe he had” made, his 
Dilviples did far Arranger Phings, than 
thoſe, which he himſelf exhibited ro 
the outward Senſes of them, who 
were the' happy SpeQators of his 
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Miracles. 
For. the Eyes of the ſpiritually 
blind were Ty open'd by 'em, 1 
the Ears of thoſe,. who once were * 
ts | DE We __ deaf 
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"oy to, allooke ng Ps of 
LR ion, :were unſtopp'd, 
It receive..the Ward 

of God, ” gr r4 Promiſe of Eternal 
Life, .and-many, who. were ſpiritually 
lame, were cur'd by the Goſpel; in- 
fomuch that they. dowt only leap., 4 
bat ev'n. leap as @ Stag, which Ani- 
mal,j as Natur«lifts,obſerve, is an Ene- 


my. to :. = pa and happily expels 


"They, - IP IS bling; Vir- 


rue, from -their Heav?nl Phyſician; 
that they eau'd peoacty, tread on 


hey: . were ance; molt: ſad 
= "withour incurring -the leath 
Danger. Nay, they. ww. pe 
ly:: freel'd, if 7 may ſo ſay!, 
WEthe, trang, and roo often fatal 
Imprefſions, which Vice, and Imma- 
rality are apt to make, upon the 
. Yo 600 in a. great Mea- 


F- the *rnalicious . 


nts,, and. 1Sgorpions., by 
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In another: Place he has the' fol- 
lowing Words, Many will ſay unto me 
in that. Day,. 1 % Lord, haps, we not 
prophecy'd iu. Name '?  Awull in thy 
lk cait out Devils? and in thy Name 
done many wonderful Werks? And then 
9h 1 profeſs. to.op, ] never Pawn of 
RIA EATAES 6 
© But Celſue, confounding | e Mira- 
of; our Seviaur, with tcherBachant- 
| areal PR: the 
on, O he orcs. of 
ſelf Aor't Pick 10, a6- 
pt « nyt one. MO, 
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__ i roath, WY 3 in the Dp: 
"Breath," condemn their Miracles, an 
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he-who''now lets "will "let, 
tak'n out of the Way.” "Ati Fae) 
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© Coming” is 
Ta with all" 5: *O1ph3, ank 
' Wonders, ant with '«ll* Vakle= 
this he 
. 'Andhe'g 
word ſuf r him" #0 a& oy elit 
Part, upon. "the Stage” of the World: 


were \iows by! fool ox 'D 
ARTIFICE,as the Apoftl” Eble 
of, and it may not _be amiſs, to, read 
the: Prophecy *'of :Dexiel  tonterning 
ANTICHRIST. is rat 

«But Ce repreſents the Nl ho 
| -_ room op to a _Difadvadtage ; 


he: makes. him toe That on Po Bow'd 
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core after him, 
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Act ently provings that what the fore 


<< LJ.» e-p 


SY Oren againſt Czl/y. T29 
drawing his pretended Contequence, 

viz, Our Saviour's Miracles, eu'n ac- 
cording to his own free Confeſſion, aii 
_ "bear no Stamp of « DIVINE AUT HO- 
RITT, but were ſuch Works, as were t0 
be perform'd, it ſeems, by ſome of the 
Vileft Perſons, that ever breath'd on 
Earth. 

. For he makes no Difference at all, 
| between thoſe Things that are Ho- 
 mogenxeom, and thoſe that are Hetero- 
geneons, as Logicians call *em, between 
Things of the fame, and Things of a 
very different Kind. 

Now as a Wolf, and a Dog, do 
widely differ, tho?. there ſeems to be 
ſome conſiderable Refemblance be- 
tween *em, with reſpeCt to their Shape, 
and Tone of V.oice, and the ſame ma 
be ſaid of a Stock-Dove, and a P.d. 
geon : So what is done by the Help 
of Magick is not of the [axe kind , 
with what is perform'd by a Power, 
that is Truly - Supernatural and Di- 
Vine. © 

And if ſuch wonderful Things, ev*n 
in the- Judgment of Cel/z, are done, 
by the Aſhſtance of Infernal Spirits, 
may we not rationally ſuppoſe, tha 
Things, that are much more unaccoun- 
table, may be eaſily done, by the im- 
mediate Affiltance of the Ever-Bleſſed 
God ? | | 
| Z Shail 
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Shall. every. Thing that . is evil, be 
found among Men, and every Thing 
that .is-truly-good, be baniſh'd from 
the World ? I think, there's much 
more Reaſon, to lay down this, - as 
a General, and moſt Excellent Maxi 
. that where-ever there is any real Euil 
under the Diſguiſe of ſome real 
the oppoſite Good mult., at leaſt, be 
equal to it, with ReſpeQt to its De- 
Tree. 

And thus we may ſtrongly ar 
from Miracles wrought by the Hel 
' of Magick, to ſuch. as are perform” 
by the ſpecial Afſſiftance of rhe Great 
G O D. himſelf. 

We muſt either deny, that any 
Good or Evil, is to be found in. the 
World, or, oa the Suppoſitign of the 
Jatter, muſt allow the former, and 
perhaps if we grant the former, we 
muſt affirm the latter; or at leaft on 
the Suppoſition of any rea/ Evil, muſt 
allow an equal Proportion of that rea! 
Good, to which the rea! Ewil is di- 
realy oppoſite. | 

He that will affert the one, with- 
out granting the other, ſeems to me, 
to talk at the ſame. mad Rate, with 
one, who, ..confeſſing, that there -are 
ſuch Things as Sophiſmi or falſe Shews 
of Reaſon, ſhou'd deny, that: there's 
any ſuch Thing, as rae Lopick in 

the 
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de | the World, which is widely UYifferent 
5 | from %em. FR 

m So that I ſay, if we grant, that 
ch there is ſuch a Thing as Magick , 
as which has ſo great an Influence upon 
” wicked Demons, as to engage *em, r0 
8, ' lend their ready, and joint Aſſiſtance, 


£0 thoſe, who profeſs that Art, 1t na- 
be turally follows, that A/migbty God is 
& oblig'd, in ſome. Senſe, to exert his 

Powet, in Performing ſuch | Miracles |, 
Ky is carry with em a convincing Evi- 
1 dence of the Truth, they were de- 
fign'd to atteſt. 


\ 'The next Thing, I take it, that ws 
ay have to do, under this important Head, 
he is ko examine into the Life, and Con- 
he ycrfation, of thoſe, who pretend, they 
ad have a Power, to produce ſuper- 
We natural EffeRs, and to enquire, 'whe- 
on ther the wonderful Operations they 
uſt rform, do any way tend; to the 
cal F emporal, and Eternal Advantage of 
di- the Souls of Men, and we muſt care- 
fully diſtinguiſh between Magicians , 
tht who hold a Correſpondence with the 
ne, Devil, and thoſe happy Perſons, who 
th Þ are filPd with the Holy Spirit of God, 
uc | (whoſe Divine Impreſſions they ex- 
WS perience both on their Souls; and Bo- 
cs dies, ) who conſult the true, and beſt 
in Intereſt of Mankind, and endeavour 
the Z 2 b@ 
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to make Men Profelites to the moſt 
Excellent Religion, that was ever re- 
veaPd by a God. 

Now if an Enquiry of this Kind 
be neceſſary, to diſtinguiſh true Mi- 
racles from thoſe which are falſe, to 
prevent us from making Miracles, 
where there are really none, and; en- 
gage onr Aﬀeant, to the Truth of em, 
when the Finger of God may very 
plainly be diſcover'd, then we ſha 
find, that the Miracles, which were 
wrought by Moſes, and our Bleſſed 
Saviour, Were Owing to an Extraor- 
dinary Appearance of the Power of God, 
fince they were  Solemn. Seals , ' by 
which tlie Truth of the Yen and 
Chrijtian Religion was confirm'd, each 
of which, we.know, was embrac'd 
by a conſiderable Body, of very Wile, 
and Virtuous Men. ; 


Beſides, how cou'd Moſes's Law, 
which forbids the Jews to worſhip 
Images, and teaches *em, to raiſe 
their Miads above all created Beings, 
and fix *em, on the Eternal God, 'the 
Great Creator, and Sovereign Diſpo- 


ſerof the Univerſe, I ſay, how cou'd. 


fucha Law derive its Original, from 
the Horrid Preftice of Magicians. 


And. 
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re- And fince *tis a Jew, that Criſs 

_ perſonates, I wou'd humbly: defire 
nd him, to refolve the following Que- 
14;- F ſtion, How comes jt: to paſs, that 
to you (who firmly believe, rhat the 
Is, Miracles, which Moſes wrought, were 
28+ perform'd,” by the Extraordinary Aſſi> 
m, ſtance of the Spirit of God, and en- 
Tr deavour to defend %em againit thoſe, 
Fl who ſay, that the Wiſe Men of 


Ire - * Sry ſtrange Things, by the Help 


ſed agick ) can't be prevaild with, 
or- to acknowledge, that our B/efſed . S4- 
od, © | viogr perform'd his Miracles, by an 
by Immediate Aſſiſtance from Above, bur 
nd F. are ſo ſtrangely fond, of Imitating 
ch the Egyptians, whom you know,' to 
2d be your ſworn, and irreconcileable | 
le, Enemies ? X 


- © For if we may be allow'd, to judge 
of Miracles, by the Event, and argue 
V3 in Favour of YOUR FUSTLYT- 
ip | CELEBRATED MOSES' from 
iſe | his þeing raisd up by Almighty God , 
* to be the HONOURABLE 
ic FOUNDER of the Jer Polity, 
O- I am ſure, we may fay far more, 1n 
'd. | Commendation of 'our BLESSED 
m SAVIOUR, ince the imperfect 
Moſes isn*'t worthy to be nam'd, with 

the HOLY, and SPOTLESS 

| JESUS. 
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For, as for Moſes, *tis obvious to. re- 
mark-, that he found, ready ro his 
Hand, ſuch Perſons, among the Poſte- 
rity of Abraham, as liy'd in a Religi- 
ous Obſervance of Circumciſion, that 
znitiating Rite, and many approved 
Cuſtoms, which were handed down, 
by Tradition, from Father ro Son, and 
he knew very well, that they were, 
in a, great Meaſure, diſposd, to re- 
ceive his uſeful InftruQions, and prac. 
tiſe his wholeſome Precepts, when 
*twas he, under God, who brought 
*tm oat of Egypt, and the Laws he 
gave 'em, liad the Stamp of a Di- 
vine Authority, as You: your ſelf ac- 
knowledge. _ | 
' But: Our Saviour making, in ſome 
Sence, a much greater Attempt, intro- 
duc'd a Religion, that was in a Man- 
ner new, and caus'd it, to pain 
Ground continually, in Spite of all 
the rooted Prejudices of- a different 
Education. 
© And if *twas highly neceſſary, that 
Moſes ſhowd convince, not only the 
Sanhearim, but alſo the Common 
People among the Jews, of the Truth 
gf - his Doctrine, by confirming it, 
with thoſe Mirac/es, which the Scrip- 
tures giyes us an Account of, there 

as at leaſt equa] Reaſon, why our 
Bea Saviour thou'd take the ſame 

* N.7 p” PS'4t- JUYS 24 "ND | Method, 
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Method, to prove the Divinity of 
his Miſhon, ſince the People did na- 
turally, eagerly, and very jultly ex- 
pect Signs, and Wonders, in ſuch, 
extraordinary Caſes. 

Nay, *rwas evidently neceſſary, he 
ſhowed work far greater Mzracles 
than Moſes, to wean the bigotted 
Jews, from their Humane Traditions, 


and prove, by Dint of Argument , 


and plain Appeals to Senſe, and com- 
mon Obſervation, he was a Perſon, 
who was TRULY - DIVINE, 
and) in-a far more noble Seace, than 
any of their Ancient, and JUST- 
LY -- CELEBRATED Pro» 
phets. ; | 
And how was it poſſible, that he _ 
ſhou'd be otherwiſe, when the Ma- 
nifeſt Deſign of the Glorious Pro- 
phecies under the Old- "Teftamenr - 
Diſpenſation, was obicurely to reveal 
him, under the CharaQer of the 
TRUE MESSIAH! 


And what Celſius Jew objeQs, a- 
gainſt the Chriſtians, may every Whit 
as well be urg'd by him, to the 
Prejudice of the png of Moſes, 
Viz, That Our Bleſſed Saviour was 
guilty of the moſt Notorious, and Vile 
Impoſtare. 
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. The Jew breaks out _ into the fol- 
lowing; Exclamation.,  O the Force. of 
Truth ! He himſelf acquaints ws, 45 your 


own Writings inform us, that many ſhou'd 


tome. who-won'd perform the ſame Mi- 
racles, that he wrought himſelf, and on 
that wery : ſcore, O horrid Impudence ! 
he has the: Face to charge 'em, with be- 
ing wicked Mex , and mot notorious 


Impoſtors. 


_ And a Greek, or Egyptian, or any 
other Infidel, may ſay thus to a Jew, 
O the | Force .of Truth ! _ Moſes has 
told us JÞar0ly » as your own Wri- 
tings inform us, that many ſhou'd 
come, who wou'd perform the ſame 
Miracles, which he did' himſelf, and 
yet be yery. wicked , and deſigning 
Wretches. 


For 'ris writ in YOUR OWN 
LAW, If there ariſe among you 4 


: 3s Prophet, or 4 Dreamer of Dreams, and 


he gives thee a Sign, or « Wonder, and 
the Sign, or the Wonder come to paſs, 
whereof he ſpake unto thee, ſaying, tet 
25 go after other Gods, which thou haſt not 
known, and let us ſerve %em; Thos ſhalt. 
nat hearken 10 that Prophet, or Dreamer 

of Dreams, © | 


The 


— 
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The pretended Jew goes on, and 
makes our Savioar lay , That Satan 
will be the Original Author of their 
Carſed Art, thinking thereby to. ridi- 
cule,- and inſult him. But the Chri- 
ſtians, or any Infidels, may as 'well- 
alledge, againſt his Celebrated Moſes, 
that thefe Prophets, and Dreamers 
of Dreams wou'd counterfeit his 
Miracles. 


The Jew ſays farther, That our 
Saviour's Miracles, ev'n according t0 
his own Confeſſion, © bawve no. Stanip of 4. 
Divine: Authority, bus are fach Works, 

as wou'd be done, by the Vileſt Perſons 
upon Earth. 


But an Infidel may tura the Argu-. 
ment upon. Moſes, and ſay, that this 
Miracles, ev'n according to his own 
Conſefſion, have no Stamp of 'a+ Di- 
vine Authority, but are ſuch Works, as 
' wou'd be done, by Perſons of the 
moſt infamous Charatter. And the. 
following Words, that our Saviour, 
-not bejng able, to reſiſt the Evi- 
dence of Truth , do's, in the ſame: 
Breath, condemn their Miracles, and 
his own, may every whit as well be 
retorted upon Moſes. 


And 
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And thoſe Wards of the Jew, 15+ 
it, T beſeech you, a moſt intolerable Thing, 
that from the ſame Ations He by all 
Means, muſt be denominated A GOD, 
and Others be branded with the Infa- 
mous Title of MAGICTANS ? 


I fay thoſe Words of the Jew may 
be turn'd upon Moſes thus, Isn't it, 
I beſeech you, a moſt intolerable 
Thing, that from the ſame AQiions 
He by all Means muſt be denomina- 
ted a Faithful, and EMINENT 
SERY ANT of the BLESSED 
GOD, and Others be branded with 
the odious Title of IMPOSTORS. 


And thoſe Words of the Jew, Ev's 
according to- his own free Confeſſion, we 
bave n0 more Reads to think, that 
they were wicked Men, than that he was 
« vilte Wretch himſelf, may be turn'd 
= Moſes thus, what an Inſtence 
of Madneſs is it, to look upon Moſes 
as a Servant of GOD, and more than 
ordinary Prophet, and at the ſame 
Time to deny thefe honourable Cha- 
raters, to ſuch Perſons, as were to 
work Miracles, as well as he, ev'n 
according ro his own Prediction ? 
And thole Words of the Jew ( which 
he thinks do give more Force to the 


Origen againſt Celſus. 

ObjeRion ) viz, That our Saviour hins- 
ſelf has told us, that ſach Aitttons were 
certain Indications of the moſs notorious 
Deceit, and Impiety, and not of a Di: 


139 


vine Power , accompanying the Perſons 


who perform'd *em, may ealily be re- 
torted upan Moſes. 


CHA? XXX. 


H E N Celſwz's Jew, fpeaking to 

thoſe of bi N. ative Connery , 
who had embrac'd Chriſtianity, askyg 
us the following Queſtion ( tor *tis 
plain, he had his Eye upon us all 
along, tho? for a blind, he direQs his 
Diſcourſe to them ) What #2 God's 
Name cow'd induce you , to believe in 
Jour pretended Saviour ? Was it his 
Foretelling, that he ſhowd riſe from the 
dead? But this may be turn'd upon 
Moſes thus, What induc?'d you to be- 
lieve in your moſt Celebrated Pro- 
pher ? as it his Foretelling the 
Circumſtances of his Death, in the 
following Words,. So Moſes the Ser- 


vart of the Lord dy'd there, in the Land 
| | of 
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of Moab, "according to the Word of thy 
Lord. And he bury'd him, in « Valley, 
in. the Land of Moab, over againſt 
Beth-peor': Bat no Man knows of his 
Sepulchre, unto this Day. 

Tf the Few ridicules our Saviour 
becauſe he fore-told, that he ſhowd 
riſe from the Dead, we may, by a 
Parity of Reaſon , expoſe Moſes to 
Contempt, and fay, that he wes the 
Author of the Pextateauch, and inſerted 
that Paſſage, No one knows his Sepul- 


chre, unto this Day, with a politick ' 


Deſign , to reader his Name Im- 
mortal, 


Then the Jew continues his Diſ- 
courſe,. to \thote of his own Country- 
Male Bat were . Chriſtians, in the 
following Words, Well, well ſuppoſe, 
ſays he, for once, that your pretended 
Saviour: foretold, that he ſboo'd riſe from 
the dead, ys ra), have not others 
mae of the ſame pityful Artifice, 
fo a> ant of - Arn. of 


fore ſally People ? 


Zamolxis, Servant to Pythagoras, 
took this Method, ta delgde thc Scy- 


| thians, avd is ſeems, Pythagoras was 
ſo canning , as to do the ſame. And 


Rampſinitus #. reported 10 have done 
the like in Egypt, who, if any Credit 


i 


a 


i 


3. to be giv'n to Hiſtory , playd at 
Dire with Ceres, in the Region of the 
dead, and ford her, to give him 4 
Handkerchief, ſhe had, that was cariouſly 
embroider'd, Orpheus aid ' the ſame , 
among the People, who.were call'd Odryfz, 
Protefilaus among the Theſſalians, ad 
Hercules, az4* 'Theſeus among the In- 
habitazts of 'Toenarus. But here it de- 
ſerves to be conſider'd, whether any Per- 
ſon, that was really dead, did ever riſe 
with the (ame Numerical Body, 


Do you , who look on' the Accounts, 
that are giv'n by others, 4s trifling St0- 
ries imagine, that the Cataftrophe of 
your ſenceleſs Drama is ever the more 
juſt, or probable, becauſe you endeavour 
to adorn it, with ſome fine Inventions, 
becanſe your Cracityd JESUS gave 
4 dreadful Out-cry, when he lay at the 
very Point of Death, becauſe there hap- 
ped io be an Earth-quake, and « more 
than ordinary Darkneſs ? 


Tou bolaly affirm, that he roſe from 
the aead, ( tho tt ſeems, be was far 
from being able, to ſecure his Perſon , 
while he remain'd on Earth ) and ſhew'd 
upon bis Body all the Marks of his Cru- 
pany » and the wery Print of -the 


ſails. 


Bud 
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But you your ſelves acknowledge , 
that there was no Witneſs of the Trath 
of this Account, but one Fanatical Wo- 
man, and perhaps ſome Body elſe, of 
the ſame wretched Cabal, that was pluin- 
ty deladed, by her own idle W, bimies , 
or too eaſt beliew'd, what ſhe wou'd 
have to be trat, as it frequently haps 
pens, or in the left Place which ſeems 
#0 'me more probable) had « Mind to 
amuſe People, with this imaginary 
Miracle, and furniſh ſuch Cheats, a 
her Self, with « Pretence, for diſtarbi 
the World, with Notortow, and Vile 


Impoſtares. 


| But ſince *tis a pretended Jew, 
that fays all this, I ſhall anfwer 
him accordingly, and turn the Edge 
of his own Weapon upon Mojes by 
defiring, that he wou'd reſolve me 
the following Queſtion, Pray how 
many groſs Impoſtors have done 
Miracles, to' take Advantage of the 
Weakneſs of fome fily People, and 
yet you are forward to give Credit 
to Moſes, on the Account of the 
Miyacles, he wrought ? 

Beſides, methinks *tis ſomewhat 
unſuitable to the Character of a 
Jeiv, to alledge the Inſtances of Ze 


wolxis, and Pythagor as, lince the Fews, 
*tis 


" Origen againſt Celſs. £43 


"tis. well knowa, are little conver- 
fant with the Greek 'Hiſtorians. 

The Account which he gives us, 
. of Rampſinitus, and Ceres, wou'd have 
come, With 2. much better Grace, 
from the Mouth of an Egyprian, who, 
to. leſſen the Authority of Moſes , 
might fay, that *rwas much more 

robable, that the fore-mention'd Per- 
ons ſhowd play at Dice together, 
in the Region of the Dead, -and that 
he, as a Proof of his Deſcent thither, 
ſhou*d produce the embroider'd Hand- 
kerchief, which he took from the 
Goddeſs, than that Moſes went into 
- the Darkneſs, which God himſelf did 
inhabit, and that he alone had the 
Honour, to come near him, as he 
himſelf gives us aa Account. 

And. we, who are the Followers 
of the Holy Jeſus, may make the: fol- 
lowing Addreſs, to the pretended: Jew, 
when he talks at ſo extravagant a 
Rate, Pray how do you anſwer 
the Greeks, and Egypriens, who raiſe 
many of the -ſame ObjeQions againſt 
Moſes, that you offer againſt our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour? When you have heap'd 
up all the Arguments, you can think 
of in Defence of Moſes, ( tho? we 
think, at the ſame time, that we can 
ſolidly, and clearly prove him to be 
a True, and very Eminent Prophet.) 
you'll 
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ow'll be forc'd, unawares to acknow- 
fakes ev'n according to thoſe Argu- 
' ments, which you your Selves make 


uſe of, that our Bleſſed Saviour did-- 
vaſtly , and indeed infinitely exceed 


im. 
But becauſe Celſw?s TJeov* makes - 


meer Game of the Hiſtories which 
give us an Account, of the Defcent 
of ſome 'Heroes into the Region of 
the Dead, and their Return from 
thence, and thinks, that their pre- 
tended DIVINE SORT OF AB- 
SCONDING ' for a Time, and 
then coming back again, and ma- 
king an Appearance upon: the Stage 
of the World, was all Artifice, and 
Deluſion' ( as he painty intimates , 
' when he ſpeaks of the Opinion, that 
the Odryſiens had of Orphews, the 
Theſſsliens of Proteſilaws, and the In- 
habitants of Tenrarw entertain'd of 
Hereales, and Theſews, ) T ſhall make 
it appear, that there is no Manner 
of Compariſon, between theſe Fables 
of the Greeks, and the Account that 
the Evangelifts give us, of the Re- 
ſurreQion of Our Seviour. 


*Tis obvious to remark, that theſe 
Fabulow Heroes cou'd deſcend into the 
Region. of the Dead, whenever the 


Fancy took *%em, and return as ſoon 
as 
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as they faw- Cauſe to :do- fo, - Bur 
ſince 9w7  Saviozr was*crucity*d , in 
the open View of the Fews, and /Ko+ 
mans, and after: his Death, ''was rak'it 
down ' tfom 'rhe Croſs, 'in' the: Sight: 
of 10 many. Witneſſes, whar iRezjon 
have we to imagine, that he teigu'd his 
Deicent, into the World of difem- 
body*d Spirits, and his'Rerura to: 0x7 
World again, as' the Greeks have teign'd 
their Heroes, to have often idane. 

Nay, Pm'inclit*d to: think;, that 
from the Story. of theſe Ancienr Hes: 
roes we' may ba furniſlyd, 'with an 
Argument, ' that will take away, in; 
a great Meaſure, rhe SUPP U 2D 
INF AMT -06f' the: -C R' 9:35 of 
CHRIST.*« 11,00 04:28 

* Had our '$4avicar dy*d;;.in a: coms; 
mon: Way, and giv'n the , Jews and: 
Romans no convincing Provt,/ of rhe? 
Reality of 'his Death, he had certain}y! 
been liable” to Suſpicion ,' as well as 
many oft the- Heroes of thee Greeks, sf 
tho?. he had really. been -lbos'd.>trom 
the ſtrong - Boads of the .Graye"-3ny 
which he was ſome Time held. 

I humbly conceive, therefore, that 
one principal Region, why hg dv'd, 
in ſo publick a Manner, 'was t: 15 y 
that no Perſon 'might have-the caſt 
Umbrage of Jealouty, that he craf:i/y. 
75rd trom the World, and feign'd 

A a him- 


S *Þ ime £O- -: $f again, making the 
6 Werld-: believe., that be- was risn 
ny from- the. Deady when in; Fruth, - he 
i - - _- was. all. this While as [much alive 
a5: Every... 
+-But: $0: meſhove any . ſuch foolill 
Suſpiciong://we fieed--only; conſider, 
- that. his; Difeiples moſt willingly -ex- 
_pov'd themitclves to'/iminigent Dan- 
_.- pers, in:publiſhing © bis: .DoGrine to 
h World,..tho?; they were ; not ' ig- 
ranty of the roated -Prejudices ;of 
Hen ,” agaioft it. This: 5certaia]y , 
> ey: ou. never : have--been: rempt= 
"-ed xd do," if their Lord's ReſurreQi- 
on had: been';no more: than an..em- 
= eſpecially i, we-. conſider;. 
&y <notonly perſwaded: others,.ro 
down! their' Lives; forthe Cauſs 
Ee z- but with the greateſt 
Le i==oS 'wou'd, if .it- wete pollible, 
live dy'd Ten: Thouſuad Deaths, 10! 


I formote. Md: 


4 | Then Cejf" Jen (if? was .mpoſſi- 
ble, chat *any one ſhou'd rife from the 
Dead, with the ſame Numerical .Bo- 
dy, makes'Uſe of this'raſh Expreſhoa. 
Pe mu, ſays he, conſider, whether 
anj Perſon that 4s really dead, did 


"s ver 


"Mica, roche gone. + down 0 theRe. 
© gion. of ahe-Deed;Jand-rouk his own 


wy 


gba CM. " hae 


tver 'Tiſe, "with i Jae. art und 
$x/. 4 Bray. tdetns' © Dota 


"This" Ot ; git gr; dro'grt 
come, Fort .the* Mouth” of one, "who 
bears the Chacafftec of 'a. Jew,® who's 
ſuppos'd to. believe; W 1t we find-Te- 
a doede: in the 'two: Books of F2bs, r Kid. "7: 
concerning. two Children", on6- "of 2 Kin. a 
iq which was.teſtor'd ro Life by Elijah, N34 
S and 'the other by "ElifÞs, And T be- 
s KF lieve, *twas Matter of: our Szvjonur's 
5 Choice, 'to be *educated. amods' rhe 
f Jews, becauſe they. Yee accttigm'd 
pe ro HMirgetes,, that fo roy, © coiti paring 
4 what: he did , with What 
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Go GEE 
Aone, in the for merA & bf ris. World, 
they" aight be fore'd 10 acknowledge, 
, that” bis. Miracles del ſerv'd” the Preſe- px 
4 Fence, by whom, amd in who! "Naihs, 
« KB i greater Things Seaton s that 
þ ; Had beer” done, n. the Met MARY. of 
: Man:” | Hot: ot 
"Hen FP; PATIOS! ew # DO oa 
Me liogs| the porn F the 19.008 
Tto-ſhew us the ftrar nge AT rifices, which 
the Antient' Hella us'd, chat. Pcople 
might. imagine, that they were Iris 
br, the Gead ): iro his Dilcourks, 
yes of his, fative Counts a BY 


Paw +4 
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Do 


look » the Accounts, that 
'n by others, a triflin 15, ala 
, That tbe Cata of Jour 
rare.” ic ever hy ore uſt, 
"07. prov 2 anſe you endeavour, to-- 45 
orn. it, with ſome, Fine  Joventions, bes 
cauſe. your. Craxify'd Tefus gate 4 mo 
dreadful Ont - Cry; when be. uf att 


HT; : ar - Death he. 


ack this 1 daeer, we belies that 
c ccount, W ou. have giv*'n 
of the 5 AT 23 of the 3g 
g Bs Sy but. we. afe fully 
ed. and I think, 0a_ yery r4- 
tional. Grounds , -thac the Aecount, 
which is iv 'n Us, of our Bleſſed Se- 
 vioar, in thoſe Holy Scriptures, Which 
are. common: ro-0s--botli, and of whicly 
' Wwe" make our” Boaſt, as much. as you 
JOE elves, is far from wages. that 
: ptible Eharacter, which this 
Geticletan is pleas'd* to give it... . 
-Fherefore., we can never graiit 
that the G/orrow Miracles, which were 
wrought, in.r mg ſome. Periods from 
the dead, as we arectedibly inform'd, | 
Were t10 better thj [SOD ef Fittions, 
ins vain Amuſemen _ þ e © fog 
£04 our Sawvii real! riſe from 
_ the dead, he Syophets and he 
himſelf bad faretold he han: and 
0:16 Thing, «INF, others, that makes 
lis 


$i 


it 
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his ReſurreRion the more remarkable, 
and in which it excelPd that of any 
other Perſon, is the following. Coali- 
deration, that he wa'n't rars'd trom - 
the dead, by a Prophet, ſuch as E/yah, 
or Elifpa was, but by the TM ME- 
DIATE INFLUENCE of rh 
GOD-HEAD. | 
Hence it came to paſs, that the 
happy EffeqAs of his Reſurrection 
were ſo' Exrraordinary, and fo Ge- 
neral. e 
Pray was -the Reſurrection of the 
two Children: before - mention'd ,-. a 
y_u: and diffulive Blefling ro Man- 
ind, as we know the Reſarrection 
of our Szviour was; when the Power 
of God did ſo eminently : accompany 
the Preaching of the Goſpel, and 
caugdir-to make ſo deep, and laſtiag 
an Impreffion, upon the Minds, -of 
ſo many of his Hearers, who at firit 
_ ttrangely prejudic'd againſt 
m * | 
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£T” HE-zpretended Jew goes on, 
KF 'andas ready. to tpht his Sides 
with Laughing, at the Earth-quake, 
and ridicuſcs the: more: than- ordinary 
Darkneſs, -that- were. the 4H FUL 
CONCOMITANTS of | our S4- 
wiour's Sufferings. jb! - 6; 1-1 
{But this E-have- already anſwer'd,, 
according* to: my weak! Ability, and 
produc'd; the Teftimony: of. Phlegon 
who acknowledges, that theſe won- 
derful: Events did” really happen, at 
the Time' of our Saviour's Paſhon. 


_ Then the Few has the following 
Words, Tow ſay, that he yoſe from the 
acad, ( tho" he was far from being able, 
to fecure his Perſon, while he remain'd 
on Earth ) and fhew'd upon his Body 
ll the Marks of his Crucifixion, and 


+ 


the very Print of the Nails, with which 


bis Hana's, and Feet were pierc'd. 
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” But 'what<dos this Gentleman-mean, 
by faying, He wan't able 10. ſecure his 
Perſon ? If he means;' that our Blſſe# 
S$trviouww want able'to' ſecure himtelf, 
from the common Contagion of Vice, 
ind Immorality, what- he: fays, is ab- 
folutely ;' and maniteſtly falſe. For 
he never 'fpoke 4+ Word, or idid' 
an Action, that was'in. the leaſt: in- 
decent, or unworthy -of an INGAR-: 
NATE.GOD. IT | 

He 'was led”, \ 5" #'Sheep, to the 
Slanghter ,' aid ' as a Lamb befort they 
Shearers, was dumb; (o he oped mot 


bis Month. Viz, By way of Com- 


plaint, or Uneafinels,'as St, Marheip 
acquaints Us. > 


Bur if. Cel/#: means, that he didn't 
exert his Power, to ſecure himſeif; 
from the outward Calamities, to which 
he was expos'd, whiclr morally con- 
ſider?d, were neither” Good, nor'Evil ; 
I have prov'd already, from the' Gof- 
pels, thar he ſubmirred'-to *em "with 
the greateſt Readineſs imaginable ; 
and ſhew*d the Realons, which juſtify'd 


his ConduCQ. | 


Then the pretended Few, havitg 
ſpoke of our Saviour's ſhewing ' all 
the- Marks of his- Crucifixion, and 
A 4 the 
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-. the very *Print- of | his Nails, fays, 
There wa ::nd+ Witneſs, of the Truth of 
this flrange. Attaunt,' but one Faxatical 
Womar , deligning .to ridicule Mary 
Magsalez, who: ſaw. him, after he was 
risn+from:-che- dead, as we are told 
in'the , Goſpels, -.and becauſe we are 
iatoarm'd, that 'he was ſeen by others, 
he'-thought+K$t; to, add \the tallowing 
Words, And. perhaps aries Boay elſe, of 
the fame wretched Cabal 
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.Then he-plaialy diſcovers, that he 
16.0ne- of rhoſe, who admire the Epi 
earean Hypotheſis, when he, endeavours, 
to-ſhew, how a lively Idea. of. a des 
ceas'd Perſon. may- be form'd, in the 
warm Imagination, in the following 
Words , Who was deluded by her own 
ale Whimſies, or,:too eaſily. beliew'd , 
what. ſve wou'd hawe to be True, as we 
knaw- it frequently happens. 


There's 2. great Deal of Force, if 
we. mult give any heed to his ale 
Whimſies, 1a this ſcurrilous . Lans 


guage: 


Byt ev'n from hence we may. be 
fyraiſh'd, with an Argument, to prove 
the 114MORTAL SUBSISTENCE of 
HUMANE SOULS, when they ars 
{ſeparated from their Bodies, and the 
Te FS in Lb b4 1 ; "TRIR05 8” Uſe 
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unavoidable Conſequence of what” he 
here aſſerts,” amounts: to this ar leaſt, 
that 1t ſurvives che Body. 


For, if as Plato obſerves, in his Dia- 
lognes, about. the HUMANE SOUL, 
rhere are certain Imeges of dead Per» 
ſons, that are ſegn near their Tombs, 
then they muſt be owiag. to ſome 
Cauſe or other. And: no Cauſe: can 
be fo rationally aſhgn*d, as the Soul 
of rhe deceas'd Perſon, that aſſumes a 
Body, which js adapted ta it. 


Bur Ceiſas , who advances: the 
foxe-mention*'d Notion, wou'd make 
People dream , while they are tho- 
roughly awake, and have their Sen- 
ces about em, and fays, They 200 ea- 
fily believe, what they wou'd bave to be 
true. Such Dreams, indeed, as he 
talks of, are common, when the Bo- 
dily Sences are lack'd up: by Sleep, 
bur I rhiak, we can't eaſily account 
for *em-,  whea Perſons are awake, 
ugleſs they be troubPd with Me- 
lancholy, or falPa- iato a Fit of-the 
Frenzy, We | 
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-i{ Colfus, ic ſfrems;;ww'n't ightrant of 


this] aad.thar* made MN *: Mary 
\ Magdalen, 'a/ Fahatich, tho* the - Scrip- 

cure-Hiſtory ſays nothiag like ir, and 

out'Saviour's Appearing, after he was 
ris*a.' from +.the- dead,. and ſhowing 
all the Marks, that were made in 
his Crucify*d * Body, muſt, according 
to Celſus, be falv'd by -the Doctrine © - 
of: the Images of deceavd Perlons, 
bur, according-:to ithe- Seripture-Ac- 
count, (which. he's fo: cugning as ta 
uſe, when”he'thinks- chat ir ſerves tis 
purpoſe ) the Matter of Fact - itood 
thus. «GEO ih. 

-: Qur Sezvivar.talPd one of his Difei- 
Ss to 'him' who cou'dnt tot his Life 
lieve,rhathe was ris from che dead, 

with the 'fame'Body, Fay, 'with rhe 

fame Body. For the dpprarance of Hs 

wane Souls; after Death,\don't ſeem ta 

beirhe leaſt Vatter of his Doubt. -- 

: "Therefore; *tis-remarkable, that he 

John 20, doYPWriay,' Extepr I ſee him,” but Ex- 

'V. 25 cept 'T (hall fot in his - Hamas the Print 

the Nails, © and put my Finger 

* Snto the Print of the Nails, and thrift 

my Hand, into his Sides, I will not be- 
lieve. | ' 

He didn't queſtion, but that the 
Soul of a deceasd Perſon might a- 
nimate a Body, which wou'd be vi- 
{ible to the corporeal Eye, and, bear 
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a Reſemblance ro- that, from... which 
CP £ $4 ASE 3. dy - i £2 4 l ; 
twas, leparared by. Neath,...not ; only 
with reipett; to the Eyg5, and Yoic 


and Mien, e-ISY | 
Go s but-allgy ....:....4 


Sometimes appear in a like Habit cloathd, —_—_ = 

a EA ads ad S005 
Therefaxe our Szviour callld Thomas 

to him, and faid, Reach hither, thy rgha 0 

Finger, and beheld my Hands, and reach V. 37, 

hither thy Hand, and thraft it into.,my 

Side, and be nat faithleſs, but believ- 

ng: rn $9 


And þy the Way, *twas agreable, 
to the many Prophecies , which. ws 
meet with concerning him, the many 
evideat Mireces he wrought, and un- 
uſual Accidents, that befell him, that . 
he ſhou'd, riſe from, the. Dead, and 
that this conliderahle Circumſtance 
ſhau'd, as it were, crown; and com» 
pleat - the reſt. ey 
The Prophrticel Palmiſt ſpeaking 
in the Perion ,of our Sawzorr,, | has 
this Prophecy, relating. ro him, My 
Fleſb aljo ſhall reſt in. Hope, for thog yp. 
wilt nos leave my. Soul in Hell, nox, V. 9.} 
ſuffer thy, Holy One to, fee Corruption. 
*- And. . the Body, -with, which our 
$wvioar roſe from the Dead, did nei: 
ther coclilt, of {uch, grols Matter, as 
6 62 1 5A it 
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it” conſiſted” of *bifore,, "nor; of ſuch 


_ fubtil Matter, as that with which e- 
"parate Souls are cloath'd;; when an 
Apparition appears. WR 

'  --- Therefare St. John has the follow- 

”. ing Words,. Hs Diſciples were within, 

*an4 Thomas with *m. Then came Te- 
ſus, the Doors being ſbut, and ſtood in 
the Midft,” ard [aid, Peace be unto you. 

-- : And he adds rheſe Words, Then ſay; 
| be 'r2o Thomas, reach hither thy Finger, 
St. Lake rells us, that When Sirmon 
aud Cleopas were talking of the Things 
that had. happend to him, Yo himſelf 
drew near, and went with 'em. But 
their Eyes were holdex, that they ſhou'd 

wot know him. And he faig to *em , 
What Manner of Communications are 
theſe, that 'ye. have with one another , 

* #'Ye walk? "And in the ſame Chap- 
ter he has theſe Words, 4nd their Eyes 

V. 35-weye open'd, and they knew him, and 

he wvaniſh'd out of their Sight. ' 

And tlio? Celſus comjutns this Ac- 
coynt, which the Goſpels give us, 

+2 of the Appearance, which our Szvi- 
[.- _ or made, after he was rin from 
|. = Tthe* Dead, ro common | Stories of 
© .. wonderful Apparitions , and Taughs 

at 'thoſe, who were Eye-Witnefſes of 
the Patt ; yet they who impartially 
examine into Matters, and. are fur- 
- niſh'd with a Capacity, ro make _—_ 
wand "E 
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Enquiries, will be forc'd.. to. acknow- 
edge, there Was, ſomething,cin. the 
EE before, as; . that. was-.yery re» 
markable, and ſurprizing, {1 
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FT H E.N. Cs offers:an+Obje- 
\.&: Aion, which. do's a\ litthe de» 
ſerve to be” confider'd by: us, ff Chrift 
had 4 Mind, \ays:he, io exert the: Di- 
vine Power, which he pretended to: have, 
certainly he. ought to have - appearid to 
his - Enemies, .to the: Tadge, who paſs'd 
the Sentence of 'Death upon him', and 
to the whole Badj of he People, who 
roſe up, 4s it,were, in Arms egainit him. 
... And iadged. we don't g0-abour-to 
deny, that the Scripture plainly-ac» 
F hoc us, that after *he was risa 
om; the dead; he. refed to appear 
ſ{o/ publickly,. and to all: Perſons: pro- 
a LE oally; as, he did. before, ': He wes 
fre of zhe, Apofeles forty Days, * awd' fpoks ARs 7, 
of Things, pertaining 10 the Kingdom of © 
God, as/we- kart from che-ARs: of 
the: Apoſtles... | 
0 And 


. v 


- Able rad in” wy "+ 0 at 
He! wort continually ib 
' ſoinctifites* after "the 
Days, -appeat#J” in the. 
when Te Doors were ſhur, and at 
other Opportunities appear'd to *em, 


"1n & FN Rs Manner. 
And St. Pax/ wy to us, that 


he did't fo fr wy r then, as 
- oe d you betgre, has e following 
(Cor. 15 wy Joh you" rſt of 


ITY Oe, 4 onda}: ns I alſo rectiv'd, how that 
Chrif ayd for our Sins, accordi 4's 

the Striprures'* And: that be wes 
"Ana © 774 


aud that'' bs r Eats el *the: wird 1 
according 70 

S— ht ' was ſeen of Cs, yt bf "the 

3 SEG  Twekve.” rAfter chat\hewns ſet of above 


7 five. hungred Brethren" nite, 0 72 
W:-5 ' the greater Part remaln, 'nntd this” pre 
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plicatibn',s aad' chdr nor of ein 

:* Chriſtians * but" of choſe, who tave 
attanied-t6 "= grate Eminency, In 
the-School' of Chriſt; is.” Why: *Ont 
Saviour refus'd, to Ser on himſelf” "s 

- pub- 


"-Guiged tain | 
ublick View, after his ReſurreQion, 
as he chad:done before o'® - vin 

There's no:need, I thiak; ih a: Book: 
of thisiNature, { the main Defiga of 
which is.to.defend: the. Chriſtian Re 
ligion, againſt the bold Attempts''of 
its malicious: Adverſaries: )' to-give's' 
full, or Jartge Solation+of ſo. Critical: 
2 Point , But I ſha}l offer 'a- _ 
 Thoughts/at preſear, which, T ho 
will give the Reader ſome ſmall 
tisfaQtion, in this difficult Aﬀeir.': 

Tho? our SAY TOUR” was''but 
ONE, with reſpett to HIS-PERSON:z 
yet there were SEFERAL NOTION 
_under . which. Mankind did: confi 
him, and. different+Perſons law him, 
in very: different Sences.'-/ ''! / 

That there: were [ſeveral Capacts 
fies, 1n; which Mankind did eonfider! 
him, is -plaia from-ſuch Expreſſions” 


as-theſc, I, v4 the Wa; the Trath, agJ0vn 4; 
the Life.” 1 am the: Bread ,- I iam thi'qghn «5 
Door. ;, and- many-:dther.: her pms V. 35- 


that: I, cou'd calily name, if Oeca 
offet'd-) 

That. different Perſons ſaw! ws 
in very different Sences, will readily” 
be. granted by thoſe,” who can' affign 
the; Reaſon, why, he-didn't take all 
the: Diſciples with him; :ioto the Mount! 
of Transfiguration , but only Perer, 
James, and John, viz, Becauſe they 
alone 
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=$ aloge.couw'd. the Brightneſs of ſo 
| Luſtre of Moſes, and Eliar, and-'hear 
the: Voice, [that came from Heaven, 
and; (the... Charmirigg Converſation , 
which thoſe. two Celebrated Prophets - 
| had+the- Honour,' and 'Happinels;; to | 
.P'm of the Opinion, 3 contefs, that. 
Ln 52 before he: went up to the: Mountain, 
and inſtructed: his: Diſciples, concern- 
ing the- Beatitwdes,; he (didn't appear 
- to: thoſe, who" were: bronght to him 
in, the Evening}, at the - Foot® of the 
Mountain',. and;\were 'cur'd of-their- 
Hempers, I (ſay, he didn'r” appear 
Ip to: thole, whoi-were” indiſpofd 3 and * 
= ſtood in need :of:his healirig! Power , 
E- * 19- the ; ſame: Mannet as he did to 
them: who enjoy*d: aconfirm'd*State 
of -Healch, and: were able- to: go-up 
'with bim tothe Mountain. And'as + 
he- privately .explair'd- the Meanin 
- ,- ofthis Parables,-rochis Diſciples; whole 
than- that of the - Common Peopi , 
to-.Whoſe Ears :'thefe was nothing 
conyey?d too .often} * but an empty 
Tod uad : So I believe, there was ſome 
conſiderable; Difference, in their ſpiri-_ 
teal, and ev*n their corporeal /Sight. 
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| Tis rnbter 
our wa'mr 
of Fat Yon hog Bonk "hs 

of 4, Who” A "I 
tray bim, ſaid: to his Acediiplices ! 


He whom Þ all kiſs 5 hit int adding Mar 26. 
they didn't know him: All thar Ex: hag 


prefion of our, Saviour, 1 f##/dgih vid 


with you, teaching. jn_ the "Temple, ang V5 


Je laid no hold 'on mi'; do's" thatifeltly 
favour the Opinion , which F have 
hers Jai down. 


-ſicice' therefore, "WE hab fach FA 
prehenſions of our $evcany, not only 
with: Teſpe&X to his Diving, which 
was more latent; and undif erivd b 
the” Genertlity of Men, 'buc'alſo wir 
re to his Flimane Bath £ w_ Form 
of which, 'T belevp he chang, When 
w_ he thoughr fir to 46 it; wh think, 
eh is Death (by "which he 
jo 'd Principalities, 20 ers 7 ht 
m ſome Senſe, diſcerpat fe by. all, 
but aftetwaids' ev'n many"6f* hole” , 
who had formerly, ſeen him , had not R 
, that were adapted” *o, the ey ns 
Sight of a _risa" Jeſus ; | 
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LAs q (9! his Divigs F one wath 
much brighter - Rays, earo the Glaſs, 
if L-way N, DP his Hawaye, #«- 
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vn"che firſt View, may be! ready to 
imagine.” . ee ng nerck | 
:.Afnd-.as there's nÞ-Coloyt- of;;Rea- ; 
| : ſong for any One to reflect-upon. Gur : 
Bleſſed Saviour, for nor raking #8! the 
'Y Apoſtles with: hifhg to the Mount; of 
Fransfiguration.,i Þut. only, three: of - 
**m,' when, he, was going'taiiplay 
the Glory. of js Raiment;, .antl 'the 
 Heav*nly Lultrg'of, Moſes; 2nd; Elias), 
who were to diſcourſe with him, it 
# familiar Manner +, $0 neither;js there 
jul Cauſe, for anyone to fiad iFault 
with. the  Account,; which we meer 
ith,1itt the Gelpels ; v2. [That he 
ido't,,expoſe limielf, after. iis; Re- 
urreftion, to the, View of..all,, bur 
only of thoſe, whoſe Eyes were ttrong 
eriough,:'to bear the. dazling Brighis 
neks of. {o glorious. an Object. ...Aad 
I chink, tht: the following \Expre/- 
on'; which. is. usd by. the Apoſtle. 
Pavl.; 1s this Ena, Chriit both. dy'd; Rem 14, 
and. roſe, and revit'a, that he tight be V9: 
Lord,. both of the Dead , and, of the 
Living ,, may. have; a Reference 19; 
the Subje&, oa which L[ am now diff 
courling. | 


The. Dead, - over whom hs tas a 
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, "rightful Power , 'sre they of whon 
" thes Apoſtle ſpeaks ; in his firſt Epi- 
- (Ne to ths I ; The Trampety\Cor. rs 


ſays: he, oat ſan | and A ſhall 


be rats 'd incorrupti ls. 


-Under the Tertn Living, T dls 
he' corprehends, not only thoſe, who 
ſhall 'be rais'd from” the dead, to an 
Immiorral Life, | but thoſe allo, who 
ow oa be confided by -us, in @ very 

ent Capacity, 'T mean thoſe, ' who 
will m __ at the "Coming of our 
Lord, 4nd be chang'd. . 


He fuys, We at be chuns* which 
Words are brought./'in by liim;-after 
he bad faid, That the Dead ſhall be rai 
incorraptible. And\in his firſt'Fpiſtte 
to the ; alonians, he deſcribes the 
Difference, berweea the Dead, and the ' 
Living 5 To the following W ords;, 


1 Theſ.4-200u" dnt have you" ignorant , Brethren ”, 
Ve.u9s concerning them which are afliep, 


ye ſorrow not, ev'n as others, who £5 
> Hope, for if we believe, that Jeſm 
5-H _ oſe again, evn the 
y_ Jeſus, will God bries with 
oooh For this we'ſay unto you, by the 
Word of the Lord , that we, who are 
alive, and remgin, to the C oming of the 
Lord, ſhewt prevent them, who ave afleep. 
The Secnce. of which Verſes I. ; 
iv'n, according. to rhe beſt of my: 
7B in my Cammeat -on- the | 


toregoing Epiltte. ad 
Now 


$1348 F326 et 
_ EN TIT 5 
EY: y 


. 


RF 


z 
” " *e p a. . m_ . 
_ T3. | dy n ” I « "% | JE 1 ” # 
F ' —_ T * # 5 
A I 
l , o 


#Z * 
FE -7 


Now we needn't wonder, that.our 
$4w10xr, after his ReſurreQ&tion, wa?n't 
ſeen by all, that believ'd in him, ſince 
the Apoltle, writing to the - Corinthi- 
415, as Perions of mean Attainments, 
has the tollowing Words, 1 deter- 2 Cor. 4. 
mine, to know nothing, among on, {ape Vs .Þ 
Jeſus TEhriit, and hm cratify'd. . And , c,,. 
lays in agother. Place, Hitherro ye V. 3. 
were z0t. able to bear it , neither; yet 
oo are. ye able, for ye are Jet cars 
nal. © bs | 


A nVVWIE OF O&0O 


y 


''T-confeſs, the Scriptures, in- whieh 
the "CharaQters of infinite Wiſdom 
are fo legible, do acquaint us, that 
our Saviour , before his Death, ex- 
pos'd himſelf ro Publick View*( cho? 
evn here ſome Exceptions mult be 
made) bur after he was rin from 
the Dead,, he was no longer pro- 
miſcuouſly ſeen by all , bur accord- 
"ing to -the Direction of Heaven, 
conſulted the Capacities of -thoie 
to whom he chought fic to ap- 


pear. 


WY OO © GUuw =» hy. vo ww 


 _ 


JS wy Is 


La 


La 

As we read in Scripture, thay 
God appear'd to 4brehar, and other 
Holy - Men, tho!” then were ' con- 
fidergble Fncervals,” and we know 
very well, that he didn't appear to 
all ; *\So' we may rationally ſuppoſe , 
that the SON OF GOD, when he 
made his Appearance to Perions, - 
after :'he . was ris'n from thadead, 
took a prudent Method, not uolike 
that, \which God had before obſerv'd, 
in _ making Diſcoveries of himſelf, to 
che Ancient Fathers: of rhe Jewiſh 
Church. ; 50 

$0 that T have retarn'd an Anſwer, 
- (according to my. weak Abjlity,20d 
as faras. I thought, confiſteat ; with 
the- Deſign. of che preſent Treatile } 
to the ;Qbjeftion which Celſus. makes, 
49 . the,, following Words, FJ Chrift 
lays.he, had « Mind, to. exert his.Dh 
©04ne Power, he oug ht to have appear'd 
$0- hts Enemies, to.the Judge, who paſs'd 
the Sentegce of Death wpoa him, and 0 
the whole Body of the People , who, 4 - 
is were, 'Fook up Arms againſs him. 


+ © Sure I am, that he ated wiſely, 
in not appearing tg his Enemies , or 
the Judge, who condemn'd him. For 

he happily preyented *cm from being 

firuck blind, like the Sedowites of 
pid, who lay- ia wait for the Angen, 
CY: Who, 
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. hardly ſay, that he came into 8 
© on. Purpoſe ro ABSCOND. 
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d kd + 's 
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who), as" the” Scripture aequainrs us} 


were kindlyventettain'd\by2Lom? 5:2 Gen. rg, 
The Mey, *tis faid, put forth theis 9» 10. 


Hind, 'and- boa. Lot into the' Houſe 
to 0), aid fot the Door, Hud they 
froth the Men, that were ut the' Door 
of the 'Houſe7 with' Blindnefit;' boch freak; 
d:Breat; Jo-HWAV (h6j- wird thewſeloes, 
The' Deion bf:our-Skhwwow was'ts 
ew His D'E/ 'E."PO HEE Ry +n 2 
Way; ſajred Ho the Capabiries of Mei, 
and "rhe TRUE REASON why he 
refus'd, ' to2appears fo fiablickly,. after 
E was risPfronm the Deids as 'be 
ore, 'wes' this; becauſe” he'was: then 
#00" bright "6 Ubjed?, tobe beheld by 
COMMONDEYES; i obnibM ood 
- © W Die 1893: Dil uEINHTA 
Therefore Celſws, as if he had 
wrack*d his Brains, to the utmoſt, 
cou'd hardly have thoughr of any 
Thing, that had leſs Argument in it, 


| than rhe following Words, I hat ! 


was he afraid, that he ſbou'd be hung 
upon the Croſs again, when if we 'may 
ive any Heed to you, he was no leſs 


this A GOD ? Beſides I ſuppoſe, youll 
Le Wars, 


} Bur *tis evident, he came into the 
World, xo bs feea by few compari- 
tively, aad many of thoſe, who iaw 

Bib 4 him, 


him -werey 1h @ great. Meefure, Stran- 

> gers tquthe Bright: Raye: of: his Divi- 
Qoy viot 4K. Gt” 8 

: Nays: he was alcogecher unkoowa 
to:mMany, 18..a8 much-as he came; to 
diſcover. his Glory. to.: thoſe who 
were Childrea of the Light, and fo 
were ireed from that worſe than Egyp- 
tin Darkneſs, which naturally, draws 
a Ve;l; over-the Minds of Men. . 
:..And he: came, with this generous 
_ Deſign, ro diſplay the Riches of-. his 
.. Grace, , to, thoſe, - who; were VUnrigh- 
 "reoxe.,, 0d lay wallowing, in their 
_Filth,: apd-Goreg. and $022 the Part 
of.;the beſt Phyſician, that the World 
cou'd-ever bpaſt of, ig curing thoſe, 
_ Whoſe Minds were attended, with in 
--numerable, and great Diſorders. 
bu af 7 | 
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T's T -us ſee, what Celſus 2dds, Hel 
| he had 4 Mind, ſays he;i'to veut 
gin: 4 Proof, of bis pretended Divinity, 
one: wowd- think, he. ſhou'd' have N A- 
NISH'D,7he very Moment, he nas nails 
Jo the Croſs. | 


» But this is juſt for -all the! World 
like the-idle, /and prophane Talk 'of 
thoſe, who deny-an Over-raling Provi- 
dexce, and are erecting new:Schemes, 
in their warm, - and: truitful Tmagina- 
tion , for: the. more: regular Govern- 
ment of. the World. and have''the 
horrid Impudence iro-fay', that had 
the Afairs of it... beea- leir entirely 'to 
their prudent Management, the. Benefic 
of the Univerſe had been more effe&tu- 
ally conſulted, than now ir is, tho*many 
Things iQ their Fporheſis are poſſible, 
but ſtill they add to the ſeeming [rreg - 
Harities, that we allow to have 'hap- 
per'd, by. their Fancyful Schemes, or 
| they 


Loke 24, Simon, -c»d Cleopas: Aud 
V. 31. het tab's it ,ibeer Eyes” were- peter 


he apple char to be pins which, 
e Reſpeas, might have a Na- 
kl 'Tendency, to t 7 ponds of 
che Uniyerſe; bat go, on fo many, 
and-ſuch ma Hypotheſes, as wou'd 
deſtroy rhe gY Nature of Things 
and /Agcounts., are ber 6M 
ol 6 Jars guilty, of apparent, and groſs 

Ablurditics. 

4 But to return : mow dire An- 
wer I might- acquaint him, 
thet _ oye et an by 7 Vir of - 
Dianoe Nature, c Ve rd, 
if. ie pleas'd, asiſodn, as wer —_ 
Kail'd;:to-the doounſed: Tree: » 

This is ſlf-evident to choſe, 3 who 
believe, and -know that he was GOD. 
And/”ris! plain ww them , +who'-<on- 
tuls: rhe Gaſpels; iÞehey dor't only 
rely-*'on- their: Authority , 'fo' far 'as 
rbey:iotagine ,7 that" they ſerve- their 
turn;and chink that all is meer FiQon, 
30d: Jargon, that: makes -in'-the. leaſt 
aSaigft: *cm4 St. Lake tells us,- that 
After: this Reſurretiios he took Bread , 
#nd:bleffed it, analibrake it, aid <0 


end they knew wy and he - go out 
4. their Sight, +97 1+ 

But I con'd eifily ſhew, char: "rwas 
inconfiſtent with the Deſigh , * which 
he 2 in . Coming . into' the{ Wl, 


Oriywrogiinſ) Geico 72 


to vaſh, 86: ſoap as ever her was 
CZ 0Uly 4. 

And when we. read. the Hiſtory of 
our. Saviour, we muſt ng re# in the 
bare Literal Sence,” as if that were all; 
that the Holy Ghoſt defign'd, . For 
every conliderable CircumRance,. that 
OCCurs in it, , Contains, QF naturally 
leads. us, to fome Myttery, or/ other, 
which a judicious Readerzi with ſome 
Difficulry, may perceive. 
- Far Ioſtagce, the-/Crurfixion! of our 
Saviour Was a Repreſentation, of. whas 
is. meant by [the tollowing Expreſſion 
of the Apoltle , T1 aw eriegtty'd with Gal. 2. 
Chriſt ; And by thoſe orhge Wards, P's 


7 God: fork: id, .thas. & ſouy's a Eo rtf ;7 Gal. 6 


the; Croſs of our: Lord Tejas: Chriſt, "by V. 14. 
whom the World: i, —_ 4 unto me , 
884] unta the Hearts. His Death was 
neceſſary , that, we-migl- lay; with 
the, Apolile, Je. cher he dy's , SLA nom. & 
| auto S$1nioxce, And that the! rightevus, V. 10. 
being. . made. conformable ro bis Dearh', 
might AN wth: the Apolile, tf we 2 Tim. 2 
h6:deed with him, we. ſhall. ae (ive FS 
with (ir. 
$0 his Barial. was delign'd, £0 Fe- 
preſent our Confarmity 39,,his Neath, 
and our Crucifixion with him, as St. , 
Paal obſerves; We are bary'd mph bim, | 
ſays be, by Baptijm foe Gs . 


Bat 
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Bur” I* ſhall ' give *®' fuller Acorne of 
his Burial, of his Tomb, and of 
the": Perſon,  rhat* buried him, in a 
diftin& Treatiſe, -0n theſe importanr 
SubjeAs: 


At preſent, I ſhall only mzntion, 
the Linnen- Cloaths ; tn - whict®, Þt- 
vine "Providence © did wilely order, 
that the Body of the Spurle/s TJeſws 
ſhou'd be wrap'd, and the New 
Sepuleher, that was hewn in Stone, 
or - Eut out of a Rock, by Joſeph of 
Arimathes, wherein, as' St. Luke, and 
St. John obſerve, no Man was ever 
laid before. | | ; 

It -may not be amiſs, to contider, 
whether the Account'*of the Sepul- 
cher of our Bleſſed © Lord , which has 
the "Unanimous Conſent” of Three 


one; as 'St. "Lake, and'' St. John" men- 

wherein: no Man had ever been 
laid before - him. © For ®rwas" highly 
requiſite, that one, whoſe ſeemingly 
NT Tragical 


Tragical End was grac'd with fo 
uncotamon Circumſtances; -and ach 
Marks of Honour, - that our -Sdviqur; 


who afrer he: was-:dead, & I ns 
of Life, I mean: the Water, NT BIEa, 
that flow?d-from' bis pierced Side; ſhowd 
have ſomething; that wag. -very-re- 
markable, in his Burial, that: as: he 
was free from the leaſt Stain of 
Moral: :Impurity , being hora out! of 
the. ordinary -Way ,i/ of Humane: :Ge- 
neration-:- So his + Burial might '/bear 
the. i Marks, of an | nataiated Purity, 
which: is Myficaly repreſented ro us, 
by the New Sepalchre,/ in which” he 
was: laid , which was not compogd, 
of many Stones, joyn'd together, -ac- 
carding. to. the Rules, of Art, but was 
onsg:entire Piece, cut out of the Rock, 
made hollow , and every "Way. ad- 
apted for the. Purpoſe. + + 4h 
I might have made ſeveral» other 
Remarks , and from theſe outward 
Signs have raisd my Thoughrs' much 
higher; in Contemplation:;'of/ thoſe 
ſublime Things, :which they-rfaindly 


v 


ht they wow 'afford:  fuch "vaſt 
Plenty, of -moſt: excellent [/Matter, as 
wow'd very well .deferve'a diftin& 
Diſcqurie , and a confidetablen'Vo- 
lume: by it felf. oO: 


At 
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John 20, 
* Ifs 


y ſay," 
gn'd',;40 
'Y 12 Orircend to 'dye, like 

ſhowd: Ber bury'd;: in. ſuch 's 
LED was fuirdble- to his Nijſtes 
£i0uryDeathy 20d; fo anbwer _ Chg 
rafter: to: the, laſt; 2 


5 frifiC 42 
+ Huvb +" "he B Brangekth kid 
inted:/is, ' that; our Seviter v4 
jo, ids: foo asever he was'nailky: 
to the Ciok,. then Celſd;) and rhe Infi- 
Ad: kd isioro pleaſe *ems! wou'd 
c cone -upon*ug.and have” ſaid; 
- What: Cvorchet' came into bi# 
Head, th22-be ſboo'd flaps *rtll” be "wat 
maid 'to' tris. Crofs,- before 'be thoaght fir 
tp-vebijhyar bow cemrthe to forget, tirakts 
thir Matter imo" bis''ferious nets 
before he came to: pages Place, whey 
D13W3Y0 $i: +4! 
i -Ufe: therefore; ithey Gud Fanlt with 
the. Ev :40r':0ot relliagy” vs, 
thar: oor H#iwraer!' wenife'd ; whey! 'he 
was going to be crucify'd, burgiving: 
8:00 impartial A drounr of: Manners, 


we have! more:Reafoa ro blame them 
For-nor''believing, that''our 
Sewour'tofe' from> the dead, -and-.af 
ter ts ReſurreQion, appear'd* to” his 
Diſciples, tho? The Doors were ſbut , 


4nd 


a at%EP HT gfe? oo” I ; 
ol had. dong dif- 


'd,.As 100N, as. he. 
With. "gat... wal) 


Cn A Be: - XXXTV i 
28 9yotl 
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T) UT E carit conceive, why Goitp 


"3.:{bou'd-fa $.our Re 
2d did 4B FOND: cer Ame 


baſſador "8 ſays 1 k \ off6d4 ever affebk. 40 
conceal. bebfelf. oben, One nowh think, 
"th th oj. enough, vr hs. Bufuntſe 9.66 
Empba x TED TY 
WT caps is- LE \Shader.;: .as-18:\uf\ 
ficiently., evident, ..from theyWords'ef 
our Sevier to rape a , who, eodeds 
vour'd. to ap rehen daily, 2K, 
fays 'he, SN in the, L i ingly ten *__ 48, 
ye _ no pr Fs ES | 
AS for g rear 
I hall. conteay; ny, ſelf wiets, (tha. Ar 
ſwer, which I have alceady. gi” "OT 


kf 


"He: gocs on,,. agd fas Did wr a6 
{ended Roar in-hic; bife-T ime, To 
his Dottrine, in a moſt Publick Mans 
ner , and after bis Reſarreffion, only 


appear 


can "Fo Ont Fanatic! W nay, FM 
114; "who belong? d *to the ſame wretched 
Cabal, becguſe, mhenthe was Iintny, the 
World had more Sence 4 than to give 
Credit. to him, 'but every one, . forſooth, 
maſt. believe. the._Do#rine of the. Reſur- 
hens of- Courſe ? 


-he-appear'd onl one 
wage > otbrioulh » a 
For St. Mathew has the ollowing 
Words , In the End of the Sabbath 
wk # dawn; towards: the 
"of ihe bw Ma N 
jaw, and the odder MIA; ro fee The "Se. 
ve, Py cry. > te Was wu great 
-quate, forts The Lord 
Payph thec,) Hen apa 
rolPd back the Stowe, from om the Dovr, and 
ſe\gpos:5. Ate after he'has theſe 
Words,” Bobold' Teſt mer them, (re 
idid. 9. the two-Merys Y-/a) nngs All "hail;” Ana 
\ thi tame, \and held him wv by the Fats rs 


 worſbippen bum.- | 
+ Aga! RN haveulred 


Whets. COIs, was _ 
were Witneſſe eſſes enoug, Woot wow be roſe 
foie "thi: Head, wg Pd, only 


10: 94 fall Cong ot fo els, 


Mat. 28, 
V. nh, 
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lays” ag From: 


anſi red 4 what 
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| © T have ſufficiently ſhowfi, that our 


F Saviour cou'dn't he ſeen-by all, and I 


- ſhallonly add ar preſent, that all Per- 
- ſons were capable at Times; of | ſee- 
| ing him, with reſpe& to his:Humere 

Nateve 3 bur- ro diſcern the- Brighe 


- Rays, or eva the leaſt Glimmerings 


- of his DEITY,*'was what exceeded 
- the. Gapacity of 'the'Generality:- of 
| Men. | 2 
I ſpeak now, of his Humane, ind 


Divine Nature, iti Corltra-DiſtinQion - 


to each other, 'arjd nor as having" a 
. mutual Reference ; and cloſe 'Con- 
neX10n, | 


© But pray obſerve, how - weakly 
Celſzs talks, having, ſaid , Thet our 
Savianr appear*d only to one Fanatical 


Woman, or perhaps « few Others of the -- 


| 0s wretched Cabal; he adds the- fol- 
lowing Words, When he was erucify'd, 
Says he, there were Witneſſes enoagh , 
but when he roſe from the dead, he ap- 
fear'd but to « few, whereas had be had 


4a Brains, he muſt have tak'n the quife 


routrary Courſe. 


But I wou'd faia know what he 
'theans by the latter Words? Accor- - 
: ding to his weak Judgment, our Sa- 
viour: muſt have tak'n ſuch Methods, 
as were plainly impraGticable, -and 
Cc grofly 


: g "hs ES Sa. _ 
77 | 


FAS I te 
EXP 


ef A ©-%7-4 


the.quite contrary: Courſe, will bear no" i 
other- tolerable - Sence , if. I am/.ca, 

pable- of making j a Judgment, upon 
any Thing. . add 


% 


with. the Perſon, that lent _him, in - N 

the following Words, No Mas FOO 

the Father, [eve the Son, and in _thele 

Words, No Man has feen Cod, «t a! 

Tine-;.; but. the only Begotten Son, who | 
i. in:,the Boſom of . the. Father, . he. bas © 

He. it..is, . who . reveals. the Things _ - 

of God;, .to his true Diſciples, al 

we -endeavour to form our.-Sc 

of. .Divinity, upon. his moſt excell 

. Model, -who ſometimes. tells us, that - 
> ". * GOD PY, Light, ana in him 1» no Dark- 
' weſs at of, and at other Times, That 
Jchn 4. God. is 4 Spirit, and they that warſbip 
V- 24 him, muſt worſhip him in Spirit , and 

in Trath. . 

And any one, that will, may. learg, 

for what. Had, God ſent his Son..1n- | 
tothe World, if he . will but conſult 

the Prophecies, relating to. our Sevi- 

. our, 


. Qur;. Saviour bas. acquainted...us, 


. 


> 4 
% 


hn. OE. OT 


hay wy oe ww oh, 


7 ozr, and: the- Writings of the Evans 
| xgeliſts, and Apoſtles, and eſpecially rhe 
"28:; Epiſtjes of Sti-Peab. | 0 
7. He came, to- inſtru& -us; in the 
F true; and moſt dire. Way, to Peace 
FF hers, and- Compleat; and Erennel 
- Happineſs' hereafter, -and to: take a 
| moit BLESSED ADYANTAGE; 
+B* if-1 'may' ſo: ſay of. the HORRID 
8 IMPIETY, and continual -PROVOs 
F. CATIONS of Impenitent, and da- 
A ring; Sunners..- |; bp 
Cel i being -ignorant of this, hay 
the following Words; He came, 1t' ſcores 
to: 'inſtruef good Men, and to make free, 
and Monſtrouſly-large Offers of bis Graceg 
er to the wileſt Rebels. * 


| Then ſays he; If he had, ſo Sins 

L. gals s Fancy to) ABSCO ND, what 

"= Need was there, I wonder , of « Voice 

' from Hearn, ſaying, that ht was the 

SOA of GOD. Ana if he ' hadn't: 4 

| Mind to ABSCONND ,. then nhy' did he 
" ſuffer, and aye f/ Or 


He imagines, I perceive, that the 
Accounts, which; we meet within 
the Goſpels, are inconſiſtent.” with 

epi as not. being able, with. all 
YH His pretended Sagacity , fo compre» 
. nad, or raouins. gry Idea, of Ss 
Deſigrt of ourBleſſea Saviour, Which was 

Cit &C 3 neither 
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in bi” 


Nature of a Voice from Heav*n, that 
it can' only be heard, by rhoſe;' for 
whom” God' is pleagd, for wiſe Rea-, 
ſons, . to deſign it. It 
I dow'r: ſpeak here, of the meer Vi- 
bration of 'the © Particles of - the Air, 
or any.Philoſophical Account, that may 
be giv*a of a Voice, but of a Spir- 
tual Senſation, whereby one, who has 
Spiricual' Senſes :exercis'd, do's hear 
God: ſpeak, when» one, who is deaf, 
ro'all che awakening 'Precepts, of Vir- 
rue, and Piety, is:entirely ignorant:of F 
_ what is ſaid, I mean, as to any valua-* F- 
ble. znd-laſting Purpoſe; that it ſerves: F 


'This 


G wF _ 5 >» we 
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ſwer, to thoſe Words of Celftwy, What 
- Need was there, of a: Voice "from - Heg-.: 
'/ wey, /azing, that he was the SON- OF 


And; what I have-already. offer'd, 


"| _ concerning the Sufferings 'ot- our...$e- 


w10ur ,'iS a ſatisfactory Anſwer: 1 
joadge, ro tbe following Words, -If 


* he hadn't & Miyad io con;eal his Power, 


' #nd  obſeere his Glory, then ſure he 
Was bory, under: 4 very unhappy Pla- 
net, or elſe he had never ſuffer'd, and 


Ta : L ad. 


4 F; 
- 


Then Celſus's. Jew, is pleas'd -tp 
draw a Conſequence, - which 1s very 
unnatural, and unjuſt: For 1t-do's 
by” no-\ Means: follow, that becauſe 
our Savioar, by his -Sufferings, has 
taught: ys'to bid Defiance to-Death it 
ſelf, 'therefore' whea he roſe from the 
Dead; tie ſhou'd have. order'd. the 
whole World, to make a General 
Rendezvouz, and: have publickly ac- 
quainted *em, with .the Reaſon, why 
he: left the Realms of Light ,- and 
. Gloty, and thought ir worth his While, 
to ' come: down, | into, this milerable , 


and 'fFzl World. 


For 
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-* - This I think, is a ſyMficieat- An- 


JL 


lore he had already done, whds 


Mat. rs he ſaid; Come nnto "me, all ye that ty. 


Is * bvter," TarT are heavy-laden, qnd 1 will 
give you Reft, . This he had alfo done; 
in the long Sermon, which he preach'd 
4ypon the Mount, coneerning the Beats: 
twdes', 'and his Diſcourſes on ſeveral 
other $ubjects, which are annex*d" tq 
it, and'in his uſeful Parables; and fre- 
quent Diſpures, with-the Scribes, and 
huriſees. *- And St. John acquaintsys, 
#1 His Golpel, with" what a Mayo 
our + Saviour ſpoke, 'which is nor 
much to be underftqod- of the Arti- 
on Colours of Humane Rhetorick, 
rateful - Elocution , : and happy 
Geltare, as of: thoſe Divine, Impor- 
ant; and Plain, but Commanidi 
Frocks that were. rhe Subjea-Mar: 
" of his frequent Diſcourſes. And . we 
Jearo, from the other Goſpels, that our 
zvioar ſpoke,” with ſuch a modeſt 
fort of Afurance, and fuch an-Us- 
rommon Adthofity, as always engagd 
the: Artencion, -and : A ffothons., and 
raisd the Admiratian-of the inns 
Audience, -many of whom, :did;' as ir 
"were, hang upan- his precious laps , 
- and courd gladly” have imparted to 
im- their very Souls, if i had begn 


paſhble, 


Then 


- 
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i ; adds,- Al that | have-ſaid, has been bor- 


j 
IF 
[ 


- Our: $aviogr,. Or to. 45, he is:(pless 


- Theo drawing to a Concluſion, he 


row'ad, from your own approv'd Authors, 
fo that I xeedn't produce any other Tefti- 


| ' monies, ſince the Edge of your own Wea- 
 pons , 4: ſufficiently ther 17d :#pe# your 
- fetves. 


A -.oBut:I:have-glready. ſhowns; that 


* 


when :che' dire&s. his Den age 

z 
to interlard- it), ,-with - Abundaage..of 
ridiculous Stories, that I'm: conpdeat, 
the Evangeliſts never: thought: of,.and 
it remains, to be prov'd, that we are 
waunded' by our own Weapens; 'ln- 
lefs his fond Imagination muit always 
paſs,-for a clear, and ſufficieat.Proof, 


'of one of the greateſt Untruths,; zhar 


was: ever broach'd' ia. the World.:... 


Et» 


+. # 


og 
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XXXV;, 


IN Celfue: bots! Cord nts 
following” Exclamation-, 

= { | | Can.we imagine," that's 
God ſbowd' come ' down, from Heav'n to 
Earth," and yet that Men ſee" refs 
fo embrace his Dottrine? | FL 


Bur: to this I anfiver, has: Moſt 
himſelf Hoquapnes: us;-that God- 
ently, glorionſly ,- and frequently, * 

appear: co the: Jows, when * Mifacles 
— wrought 10. Eeypr:, pan ron 
paſs'd the Red Sex, and had the Pillar 
ef Cloud , and of Fire, to condu& 
'em, and when the Law was declar'd 
to. *em, in a very publick” Manner, 
and wuh Cirenndthnnitte of rhe moſt ' 
Awful: Solemaity, and yet they, who 
"Were Are pope of thele amazing 

gi rv ho Wy Ns ry vas 

peciak' Care, which Heaven . 

_— of them, na os, ty of the groſ- 
A  .ſeft Infidelity. For F aboy ty, 
E and firmly ry. what at had 
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© * Origen againlt Celſiu) 185. 
ſeen, and heard, they had never been 
{9: infatuated, as'to have made the Calf, 
. | to Heve chang'd: their Glory, into the AOES. 
*” _ Similityde of an Os, that eats. Graſs, *© 
= or. to: haye laid to one another, ſpeak». 
'Þ ing of-the Calf, Theſe be thy Gods,, 0 "Yo 
— >. Iſrael, which brought thee up, our of the 
Land-of Egypt, LN ON 

6 . And ?tis: too plain, that the. Car- 

| © riage of the Jews, when Gotl appear'd 

> o@ fo oftento 'em, and wrought ſo man 
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| - - Miracles for *em;iand eſpeciall whea C 
| - .they were wand'ring, in the Wilder- | 
| neſs, as we learn, evin from-their 
own.Sacred Writings, and their proud 
Contempt of che DoQrine, which our 
Bleſſed Lord: introduc'd, tho? he deli- 
: ver'd it, with the greateſt Authority, .< 
-H © and confirm'd it by Miracles, T fay, | 
= "is t00- plain, that che Carriage'ofithe 
Jews, upon theſe: yarious, :and aftoniſh» 
ing ;;Scenes- of Aion, was : owing20 
the fame unhappy Cauſe; I mean; thei 
wretched- Unobebaf. -:;, S777 1 
| + And'?cis- no: great Wonder, .'ther 
E they: dida't beheve:4n aur -Saviver , 
| fince: they: did but' tredd;-1n the? Steps. 
3 of their: Jong-deſcended -Anceſtors, 
| _  whom' they | profes :to: have £o; pro- 
| 6 found « Veneration... | 4.7S0 2x1 
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186 Orijep aprinſ "I 


\Then Cele aaa, Whir God: The : 

ch you, did. \cotr"wppear © among Men, ' 
ant wEYs credited; by %em ; eſpetratly if "3 
he 'was Palitichy/"4: 40" tend em Werd * 


of his Coming?" And how cou the : "i 
Jews' ehenſetwer; as Pupid 4+ the) F: 
be ignorant of of & erfou, whom; Is Lu 
robes, ws er ee wy dges's 'exn * 3 
0 


Bue Pp nd fain hay of the Jews, 
which 'were the” greater Miracles , 
thoſe chat were wrought. in © Egype,, 
ns was 27. or thoſe that were 

orm'd-by. our Seviour, in the-opert 
View of hivcruel, gd malicious Ene- 
mies. - 


4 


oh they fy, the Srmzer were! -the 
eeter,-- then *tis- natural ET 
ſey//that they, i who have 


_ the Evidence of es,” which, "I 

” - jatheir Eſteem, adn. . _anen 4 ſhou'd 3 
much _— doſpi ofe, w whicti, 'they ; 
think; are far to *em; Þ mean C 
the Miracles; —_ wers. wrought & 
out Bleſſed Saviour. "Or, if they. fay, % 
that the Miracles of Moſes, and: thoſe N 
which our Seviowr perform*d,are equal, 


we needn't wonder, that the ow 
Nation ſhou'd, at different Times, 
guilty of giving Way to the: Workings 
| of 


x BE 


of their Korrid Uabelief, in Caſes that 
on many Accounts, were Parallel. 


The Moral Law was firſt pub- 
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liſh'd to the Jews b Moſes, who ac- » 


uaints us, that in thoſe carly Times, 
their Fore-Fathefs were chargeable 
with the fore-mention'd Sin, and many 
other notorious Crimes. And when 
the New. Law, aad Second Covenant was 
firſt publiſh'd by our Saviour, the.Fews 
painy ſhow'd, by-cheir wretched Un- 
belief, rhat they were the genuine Of 
ſpriag-of thoſe-notorious .Unbelievers, 
ie the Wildernels,.and we;.may :juſt- 
ly apply to-*em, .thole Words of our 


Sazyanr, Truly je beer. Witneſs,. that ye Luke 17. 


allow the . Deeds. of your Fathers... And 
thoſe of the Prophet , Thy Life jball 
hapg in daubt before thee, and thau: ſbalt 
fear Day 4nd: Night, and ſhalt have no 
Aſter avce'of _thyLife. For they didn't 
believe in him, who came to give 
Lift to a World, that was dead in 
Lins A553 (967 21 


V. 48. 


Deur., 28. 


V. (Gs 


1a? 5- the Goſpels. Woe 4aro them, ſays an 
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"HAT Celſuc objes farther, in 
4 the: Perſog of a Jew, may cali 
ly be -retorted upon Moſes, and the 
Prophes: -- fe: finds Faulrc with our 
Szviour, for exceeding; as he 'thiaks, 
the Boutids of Reaſon, and Modeſty, 
when he threatens, and upbraids; ati 
ſays;  W6 be anto you; "and 1 fore-tell 
that he wanted -Fower, to prevail-with 
his Hearers, and is an Argument, that 
he was ſo far from"being 4 Go that 
T raudence Of a 


Jon, which, he ſays, plainly intimares, 


he hadit 'rhe CommonCP 

he ret 
But we may eafily retort his own 

Argument upon him. | 


For God himſelf uſes many Ex- 
preiſions, in the Law, and the Pro- 
phers, that ſound every whit as hatſh, 
as thole Words, Wor be anto you, 
which our Sevio&r makes uſe of, in 


Pro- 


= _— 
o 


$I 


oy 


rigen againſt Celus, - 189 
Prophet 1/ai«h, chat join Fuſe to'Houſe, Taiab 5. 
hat "tay Field to Field. And again ye © 


Wo unto 'them, that riſe up. edt," that panes 


; they "-may\ follow ' ftrong Drink. "And 


again, Wo' unto ' them, that "draw  Inis 


; fon with Cords'of Vanity.  And-again, 


Vo anto them, "that call Evil Good, y. ... © 
and Good Evil, And apgain,'Wo' unto 
them , who are mighty to drink Wine. 
And abundance of Inſtances - of rhe 


V. 2. 


like Nature might eaſily be produc'd, 


if Occaſion offer'd. 


What think you, of that- Expreſ- 
ſioa. of. the fore-meation'd ' Prophet ? | 
Ah ſinful Nation, « People ladem with Wfaiah r. 
Iniquity, a Seed of evil Doers ,, Chil V- + 
aren that are Corrapters! Don't we 
meet with as bitter InveQtives, in 
thar Chapter, as any that our Sa- 
viowr ever us'd ? Tour Country, ſays 
the Prophet, is deſolate, your: Ciries are ,,.. v 
burnt with Fire : Tour Land Strangers 
devour it in your Preſence, and *tis de- 


£ 


folate, as overthrown by Strangers. 


I might alſo inftance in that Place, 
in Ezekiel, where God ſays 'to the 
Prophet 9 Thox awelleſt among Stor» Ezek. 2, 


pions. ; V. 6. 
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- So:tbat\ Tcaa- hardly -think;/ thee 


Cells cam. be in. Earneſt, when the 


' makes..his Jew God: Fault with our * 

$extionr, '45 exceeding the Bounds of 
Reaſon, and Modeity, as often as 
he .ns&d, ſuch -Expre ons as theſe-; 
WOE BE UNTO-YOU, and 4 
FORETELLE YOU, For - what 
the Jew. Jays ,. may be . retorted. on 


ame Manner, and: thereby. without 
Doubt, did ſufficiently, and as it were, 
de. Novo ,: authorize: out:; Sewiewr,, to 
uſe that /Tura of:Expreſſion. + 


And if there: be agy. Force, in what 


he. farther objects, Vit; Tha: vir SAs 


VIOUR wered Payer, to: prevail with 
his| Flegrers ;- It makes as much againſt 
GO D-Higclf, whois frequently 
brought inc by. the \Prophers, ſpeaks 


"© ing,-with the ſame: Air. of: Severity; 


J.. @ny.,00e.-Whe thinks, that: the 
Jew has .Canf, $0 blame our Seyjaary 
tor tifing the fore-mention'd Exprel- 
fions;; ward. do well, :L-rhink,- to: con- 
ſider, ;that;we- meets with abundance 


_. of. Heryedreadful Exprobretiops in, Le1 
and -if the ng 


ticus, afid Deateronomy, 
who is oblig'd,. to defend the Wris 
gings, which. Mcſes publiſh'd, can of- 
fer-any Thing, to juftifie the Expreſ- 
{100s, 


ſions. I; refer to. . We may bring the 


ſame, or. much. ſtropger Arguments 
in, Detence of qhay- Haga 
PraQice of» our Sowjour. 


Nay, we can;.offer more, in:De- 


fence of Moſes, than the moſt bigot- 


ted. Jem, fince : our Savieur: has acs © 


quainted us, with its Spiritual, and 
Myſtick Sence, tho? one, who has any 
. tolerable Knowledge: of the Prophets, 
may diicern, that the GREAT GOD 
can't be ſaid, to exceed the Bounds of 
Reaion,., when he uſes ſuch -threat- 
ning, and upbraiding Expreſhons as 
thele, Wo wnto you, Or, I fore-tell you, 
and. *twou'd be horrid Blaſphemy;- to 
ſay, That the Allwiſe Being takes ſub 
improper Methods, for the Converſion 4 
Sinuers, 4s argue, that he wants t 

Common Prudence of « May, as Celſas 
makes our Sawiour to do, > 


'The Chriſtians, who hold,” that 
*twas the ſajne: God, - that ſpoke by 
the Prophets, and . by. our Blefſed S#+ 
wViogr, .can give 2 rational. Account, of 
thoſe Threataings , and direful Ex- 


probrations,, which. we - meet: with- in 


 the'Seripture: And becauſe Celſus pre- 


tends, to be. ſo.,great a Philotopher , _ 


as.well as .{o nicely-yers'd in the 'Opi- 
_ nions, which the Chriſtians bold, - g 


ngly»rigid 
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chav] think, very t Is 
I wou'd'asls eb "whether ina 

- in Homer don't take ſuch *Methods'? 

.2as were proper, to bring Ulyſſes ro z 
Sefiſe of his Duty, when he ſays; 


— Wretch us thou art! what a+ obs 
ag" | ( rove alone f 


For *tis the Part of Syrens, to fawn, 
aftid flatter, who, 


Hom.O0. ca." fit 6x64 chaunt ” mon? dead Mens 
19: fe * ( Bones. 


Ve 445 
Fa. + nd ſpeak afrer the followiag ſoft 
ug Maaner, | 


ON. Ulyſſes, Glory f the Greeks; are 1 near: 
Fes +. How then can he have the Fact | 
to ſay, that when the Prophets, an 
our- Saviour, ſay,. Woe wnto you, to 
wean the Minds of Men from their 
beloved Luſts, they hadn't a ſerious, 

_ and compaſſionate Regard, to their 
precious, and immortal Souls, which 
they. wow'd fain reſcue, if *twere poſs 
ſible, with a Kind Craelry, if T may 

{0 ſay, from the ever - burning, 
- -initolerably - ſcorching Flames of the 
Inferasl Lake. oy 
ut 


©, o S 


"2 


But, perhaps, tt dreams ts requi- 
ſite, that the Greer God, or any ocher 
Perſon, who bears the Charatters of 
Divinity, ſhou'd werey conlult the 
Digaity , of his own Excelleat Na- - 
| ture, anda@ ia ſuch a yy as wou'd 
_— not be agreeable to the Capacities of 
Men, © oc . proper .to periwade; gicir 
wh , and cngage their belt Aﬀe- | 


ONS. 

And how ridiculous do's he render 

himfelf, when he ſays, ithat our S- a 

viour . wanted Power to joe = hos + -M 

couw'd. produce many Parallel Tiftao- 

ces, from. the, Wrigiags of rlic Jewiſh 

| Prophets, 'aad of the 'S emſelves, 
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reeks then 
and know very well, that ſoine of | the 
moſt, Famous of *em, all, were «neble 
to prevail with their Enewtes, their 
Judges, and Acculſers, to leave their 
Vices, and apply themſelves to the 
Study of Philolophy, as a happy Intro- 
dugion to a. regular Courke of Virrue. 


CHxar. 
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EN. the: Conformicy 
po the 'Pricic es af © Teltifm, ſas; Hays, 


| for theR onde *Fhe Boy, 
tes { Lift, abi Jl Et 


al, who will be The Glorious Pabeoey, 
i cording to FLY we 10, Job rad 


r Pape 5 Think, that his "ſos 
wi hardy tbr, that chety Mhſiah 
OED of vhdir- Fibre 


wh 
Reſurrettlon.” 

However , if they really think ſo R 
and don't ſcruple to talk like Celſww's 
Jew, I ſhall ask one Queſtion, that 
may ſerve for an Anſwer, fince he 
ps ng co.confute ys, by our own 
Authors, how comes it to paſs, that 
he has read thoſe Paſſages, which he 
thinks, make for him, but ſeems to 
have never read, any Thing of our 
Saviour's Reſurreftion, at leaſt to be 
1onorant 


" Guia apinſt Ce a a. 
Orn ow Xo 


igaorans of his being I-47 
the Dead; an th 
the. Scripture, bux w hy Fa W os 
u'd bs there ? Biit *ince" thee © 
acknowled 5 rhe jRefarrettion, 0 of 7 :he 
Boaj, tis needleſs to Drag A? tmeEnrs, 
c9.prove it, ( whether he 0% th exrnet 
believe it, and is *able to deſk it, 
or: no. and therefqre, as' to this Niat- 
Fe I fall cerurn him no farther An- 
Wer. 


Cuar. XXNVUE: 


for Gud's ng s this pretende 
18h, that paz make ſuch a Stir gig ; 
for: me, want - ſaaly- to [ee bin #e are 
_ 50 embg ace bys Dodtrine? .. 


LE N ay . lf? s os a, 


© But. we may, ask him every Whis 
as well, where. is char Glorians Perſon, 
who poke . by. 5) Pro og A ' 2nd 


| TO ſo magy, Con- 
She 4908 | of elebrated 
| m7 lay, where is wap af we 


and {ce lum, and may. belleve, that 
Dd 2 you 


- 2-2 Method. 
ug. fence ' Yeviour;, who once 
Nha NY 'arig did ſopower- | 
ally -upon the Minds of his 
Duc ciples, that theit lively Hope of z 
Glorious Reſurreion to an 'Imimor-. 
tal Life of Inconceivable Happinefs, 


and ſpotleſs Purity, did revive their "6 
Fainting Spirits, and ſupport, and com- 

fort *erm, under the grievous Tore 

ments- 


Then lt ſays,” Did this Pretender 

cnme down from Het n, 'on Purpoſe that 

we might rejett him? 'As if he were 

fond of the Baſeſt Aﬀronts, that cou'd 
Pay be be 'offe'd him. 


T anſwer, No: 'buthe foreſaw, whar 
Treatmert he ſhou'd have, and _ 

cold the Unbelicf of the Jews , and 
made_uſe of it, as a Happy Occaſion 
' of 'the Cling of the Gentiles - Un- 
bapp), Votuppy indeed” for. chew, but 
happy, CA who are not of the 
708; "their Fil, (as Divioe Provi- 
dike, was * "to order the Mat- 
Was Rifing of Fre Hou, 


> . - £ pans” . Chas _ N T 
Ss hen : 
a4 Bo” 
wives? 
by "46 
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as. the Prophetical ſalmiſ ſpeaks, . 4 Pfal. 18. 
People; mhiow 1 have nos known, ſhall jerve "* 
ſerve (me, As foon as they hear of me 


phet Iſaiah fays, {was ſought of then, Wh. cx. 
that - ast*d not + Wa Pa Aut of Y-*. 
hers, that ſought me not,  *. 
'» We know, what a Series. of Tem- 

ral, and .Dreadful Calamities "the 

rucifixioa of our Sevionr has en- 
taild, if I way ſo fay, upon the Jew- 


they. ſhall obey me... And as the Fes 
7 


-- ifþ Nation. And their Mouths wou'd 


be for ever ſtop'd,. ſhou'd we upbreid 
*em.- ( but God;forbid, we. ſhou'd ev*n 
ſeem-to inſult *em ) and ſhou'd we 
demand of %em, as we very well 'may, 
whether the  Diſpenſations of Divine 
Providence toward %em, don't bear the 
Awful - Marks of. his Severe Difplea- 
ſure.,, and whether Almighty God 
didn't take a moſt unaccounrable Me- 
thod, if his. Deſign were, .. ro ſhow 
the World, that” the Jews were” til 
his peculiar People ( tho? too, far from 
being zealous of Good Werks.) when . 
he ſutfer'd ſuch grievous Calamities 
ty befall *em, whea their” Merropolss 
was tak'n, and they were at once de- 
priv'd of cheir Magzificent, T pode and 
all_ their Pompows Worſhip, and what- 
ever they cou'd offer, "to allay the 
Nativz Dacknefs, of this "MT ST F- 
RIOUS SCENE of PROYY- 
I D4'3 DENCE 


EET hong: — 


Sor pK, oh 


9 ot. Linde who 
ee. by s PECULLUR PEOPLE; 


cafios bf calling them, 
+ ef 29 the” 54 overtly, 
Lto the oe Pro- 


Fon, 
bs OY Kike wid the Ds 
phyty, 9h Ts at c0D wow'l thke 
tage by -rhe Sins of "the 
Te ot rely to call aty fiogle 
| ti9n, but. to ſele& © tome Perfons, 
2+ from all Parts of the' Eatth, thar havs 
Tr Choſen the Fo»lilh Things of "the 
Wold ; \ he might give"an 1gnoranr 
People yery clear Diſcoveries of jm- 
rtant Truths, taking his Kingdom 
C:- the Jer: , ro bettow ic 0n the 

[07 SN hate 6ns Prop 

all quote one Fropn 
concerning. dgpoatvre foe to 
BOY idence, Which is it Deuteronomy, 
| V ne We 0B, 1 rical ffocan bb 
ti after the 
Der $f cy Me Tg eve mov sd 
& ee 1 Fas, "wits the that which i« not 
prodkd me t0 Ah- 
uy os 5a "Va Mites And I wil 
: ER. ove 


7 << 
Land 


art ind} a People, Jeetefh 
#56 &' F ; 
Anger, "with 4 foolifþ 


© 4 ” 
$ £4 >a 


the following Words, : Wa:yee , 
efore, ſays he, that he was 8 Man, 


TI IE N- The: Few-ooncludes with 
Fner fi 


liks" one of "ui; ws We had Reaſon to * 
riewee. —© 97: I'2) No 


"Bur I can't for ay Life :conctive, 
how out S4av#ur, if he: was'mo.mhore 
than a Man, cow'd ever be ſo: weak, 
as to imagine, that his Do&trine wou'd 
obain, aud much'leſs/ meer with 'the 
defir'd Succeſs, that- tie ſhou'd! ho- 
nourably ' furmounrt :all: Difficulties , 
and Dangers, and prove in the Event 
ſuperiour to the United Force of the 
People, Senate, and Emperors of Rome, 
and | all. 'Foregga:Potentares.' If: we 
dont allow,cthatiherhata DIVINE, 
as. well-as a HUMANE NATURE, 
how 'caa we account! for his) makin 
EE 4 I. 


rang tages "wew&. great ,. which. he 
ur'd under? Had they all been 
Men of Reaſon, that he had to deal 
with, I confely, the Wonder wou'd 
ly abate. But the greateſt Part 
by far were void of Reafon, and 
e r_than, Brutes, in a Hymane 
Shape,” and. which is *worſe', were 
Slaves to their unruly Paſhons, and 
on that Account *rwas far more dif- 
ficule ro' reclaim PN wes ExQr- 
virane' Vices.. t y | 
<i$0. tht we muſt Reb wh Mar- 
terg. into. hi 50% -the Wiſdom, . and 
the Power of G let the Inbe- 
lieving Jews, 200 the Learned os 
gnaſh heir Teeth, as} much as+ they 
pleaſe, or prodace what par ig canto 
rare; Þy OO Ks AEST 
© hong | | 5 44aaly 0? 
21A dt might- 5'thar "3: rail of 
his! Divins Powef!! 2re not” wholly 
BE 10:21 at» > chis Diſtance -- of 
We) full ertſhens not hs CON» 
he: :Aſhiſtance of- rhe. Holy 
+4 believe: in+Gud. the Father, 
ning ito the DoQrine of his ETER- 
PL SEN Rn alſo be excited, 


F by 


os as, ark. hs 


amis is in HR their. own 1 
and- they: givc:;t out , thai SHE 


giley..of 6 of n hg 


1 am ae. tf Mn Pe 1 


"ris a Ve co lince the 
Eternal Tels of th Fe RE trer Part 
is Hone#ly aim” ac Effet xa 

ulted by us, who are. 4 bf 
ſomerimes. with . being ers 
in the. Hand ;of ALMIGHTY GOD 
ro reclaim *em... 


, By the GRACE OF, GOD, with 
which, our. fincere,. and earneſt, tho? 
wank ours , do congur, 't 

| we peavatlhy with, to oy, their 
farmer ity at 14eait m 
fome ow, and in <A: Es 
zoward. the-. contrary Ne they 
leaye their \-unjuſt Or. .2t 
leaſt approach to the Cn of 
. Juftice, they renounce their Superſti- 
pi0r,, and Folly, or at leaſt are con- 
dutted, 


$? 


# 43 
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And if I OR have ralbntiy. . 
and fuirable AiRance from” above , 
I ſhall endeavour in my THIR D 
BOOK, to anfwer ſome remaini 
 Argumeats, if the Y NN nfo be io call 
againſt the CHRISTI 


ON, which Celſas troop fit ro 
uſe, and endeavours with all his 
Might to maintain. 


